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ADVERTISEMENT. 



^T^HE very rapid and extenfive fale of the 
-■- firft two volumes of this Work has fully 
confirmed the Editor's opinion that fuch a pub- 
lication was much wanted^ and induced him to 
believe, that^ fo long as it (hall be conducted 
with judgment and impartiality, it will conti- 
nae to be honoured with the patronage of the 
Public. 

The Reader is refpedfully aflured, that no 
political bias has, in any one inlRance, afTedied 
the conduct of this Volume. Wit or humour, 
found fenfe or juft fatire, have always fecurcd 
infertion to an article, without any regard to 
tbe'party which it feemed defigned to favour. 
Jf it be found, that the majority of the political 
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VI ADVERTISEMENT, 

papers are flill on the anti^minifterial Me, It 
muft be attributed to the caufe afligned in the 
Preface to the Second Volume; namely^ 
the paucity of articles poiTefCng Ac requiiite 
qualifications^ that have appeared in what are 
called the Government Journals. 

It will not^ however^ efcape notice^ that the 
contents of this Third Volume are of a more 
miicellaneous nature than thofe of the preced- 
io^i a <:ircumfiance which^ it is believed, will 
wader the Work wore extenfively interelling. 
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SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF JOHN BULL, 

FARMER and' MANUFACTURER. 

^ [From the Morning Poft.] 

JOHN Bull inherited from his anceftors feven fertile 
and valuable farms, and a large fheep-walk, 
which one of his forefathers did not come by very, 
honeftly : but this affair happened fo long ago, that no 
degree of bad charaSer attached itfelf to John on that 
account. By a fortunate marriage he alfo acquired a 
very large farm to the northward ; about half the fize 
of all his other farms, but not fo fertile. It was how- 
ever very valuable to John, becaufe there had always 
been difputes about their marches, between John's 
anceftors and thofe of his wife ; and thefe difputes were 
generally decided by club law. Hence there were 
many bloody heads and broken limbs on both fides, . 
and the contending parties negleded their farms when 
they were engaged in thefe quarrels. The marriage 
therefore was equally favourable to both parties. But 
previous to his marriage he was engaged in feveral 
adventures,, and after it his life was full of buftle and 
enterprife.. It would take feveral volumes to give a 
full hiftory of his life and opinions, but the following 
iketches vnll give fondie idea of bis real character. 
YOi. iiu B Whca 



a SKETCHES OF tHE RIITORY OP J^OHN BULL. 

When John was young, he was too fond of hunt- 
ing and of martial exercife to pay particular attention 
to his farm. Hence his crops of corn >^ere very defi- 
cient, though his arable fields were extenfive, .and 
their foil was excellent. At that time he paid no 
regard to manufadures, but fold his wool to a com* 
pany of weavers, who i^ade it into cloth, and enriched 
themfelves by felling their work at a very high price, 
owing to the finenefs of John's wool. The money . 
which he got fronvthefc weavers he expended on tour- 
naments or tilting^-matches with fome neighbouring 
gentlemen ; and though he always fought bravely, and 
ibmetimes carried off the prize, yet he got many 
bruifes and dangerous wounds in thefe contefts of 
chivalry. Thus in the giddinefs of youth his arable 
lands were ill cultivated, and the price of his wool, 
the onlv thing he fold off his farm, was all fquandered 
away in thefe 'unprofitable excurfions : and all that 
John got, was the reputation of a brave fellow who 
*was fomewhat light-headed. But amidd all his youth- 
ful follies he fhowed unequivocal marks of great vigour 
of mind ; and feveral rubs, which he met with in life, 
taught him reflexion. Hence he grew wifer as he 
grew older ; and by the time that he arrived at the age 
of manhood he began to improve his fields and attend 
to his flocks. Inflead of keeping a multitude of idle 
people about him, who had no fixed employment, he 
divided his people into two clafles*. The firft clafs 
vas employed about his farm : but every man got a 
particular tafk affigned him. Some ploughed his 
fields, or wrought as labourers without doors : others 
made his ploughs, carts, waggons, and other imple- 
ments of-faufbandry. The fecond clafs was employed as 
weavers and other manufadurers ; fbr John, feeing 
the great riches which the above-mentioned company 
of weavers had gained from the fuperior quality of his 
Vfool, refolved to fell no more of it to ftrangers, but 

manufa&ure 
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SXETCHBS OF THB HISTOllT Of JOHH BULL* 3 

manufaSure ithimfelf ; and he prevailed on his people 
to learn the arts of weaving and manufaSuring it. 
To encourage them to exert themfelves, be gave them 
condderable privileges, and very good wages for their 
labour. In procefs of time he found great advantage 
from thefe regulations ; though atfirft his people were 
a little awkward, and did not reliih confinement* 
Infiead of being Jack of all trades, but mafter of none^ 
every one of John's fervants became very expert at his 
particular employment. He had now the be(l ploughs^ 
cart$, and waggons in all the country, and alfo the bed 
ploughmen and waggoners. His weavers manufac* 
tured his wool into the fineft cloth ; and John derived 
great advantages from their induftry. He was naturally 
a man of obfervation, and an enterprifing charader ; 
and he retained all the activity, after he had laid afide 
the folly, of youth. His marriage, which happened at 
this time, was a prudent one, and attended with many 
advantages. The people of John's old farms were 
free of difputes about their marches ; and thofe on his 
wife's efiate had had the fame advantage in their turn^ 
and found their condition altered much for the better. 
Inftead of making excurfions into John's fields that 
bordered on their own, carrying ofFhis cattle, boiling 
the poor beafts in their own (kins, and then making 
(hoes of what had ferved them for a kettle, they now 
learned to improve their fields, and manufadure their 
wool, like John's other fervants on his old and better 
cultivated farms. John was now equally fuccefsful as 
a farmer and manuia£iurer. As his whole property 
(Ince his marriage was bounded by rivers or lakes in 
all directions, he could now have no difputes about the 
marches or boundaries of his lands ; but having excel- 
lent (Ireams for catching falmoii and joihtr kinds of 
fi(h, and wifhing to carry his corn or cloth to market^ 
or to bring manure to his lands, where it was too 
expenfive^ or ey^o impradicab)^^ to carry it in his 

B % waggons. 



4- SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF JOHN BULL» 

waggons, John faw it was neceflary to encourage the 
building of a great number of boats, and to excite the 
fame fpirit among the watermen who managed thefe 
boats, as he had done among his weavers and farmers. 
At the fame time being informed that fome of the 
neighbouring gentry envied his profperity, and were 
endeavouring to carry off his cattle and plunder his 
effeSs, he built feveral larger boats for . the general 
fecority of his people. He felefted the maSt expert of 
his watermen to .man thefe boats, and alfo feveral 
landmen to a£l as centinels at proper flations. He 
had indeed fome reafon for thefe precautions : for a 
■wrong-headed gentleman in the fouih had once come, 
with a number of men and large boats, to take violent 
poffeflipn of John's property ; and more lately a quar- 
relfome old fellow had attempted to force John to take 
back an overfeer of his farms, whom John very 
properly turned off for bad behaviour. By thefe pru-' 
dent means John was not only gble to defend himfelf, 
but to overawe his troublefome neighbours. He kept 
no flaves on any part of his farm, but his people were 
-all freemen. In his youth they were bondmen, and 
wrought very little, becaufe their work was not their 
own ; but John, when he came to man's eftate, gave 
them all their liberty. Hence they were very much 
attached to him, and always ready to fupport him. 
He had only one overfeer over all his farms, for John 
-was too wife to have many overfeers. Alfo to encou- 
rage his people, he gave his farm fervants a piece of 
land, his weavers a houfe and a loom, and his water* 
men a boat ; and took a fmall (hare of their profits for his 
rccompenfe.^ He likewife allowed them to make bye- 
laws, or regulations for cropping their ground's, felling 
their cloth, or fixing the freight of their boats, for 
their common intcreft. The overfeer was allowed to 
examine thofe bye- laws, and to difapprove of them if 
he thought them badj or wiihed to confult John hitn^ 

felf 



SKETCHES OF tHE BfSro^^T OP JOHN BULt* 5 

fclf concerning them. But if he once approved of thefe 
regulations, he was obliged to enforce them. His 
farmers exchanged his corn with his weavers, who 
gave them clothes and other neceffaries in return. His 
watermen, who were the beft watermen that ever plied 
an oar or fpUced a rope, carried what John's people 
could fpare to the neighbouring farms or villages, and 
fometimes to farms at a confiderable diftance,. and 
brought back in return whatever was wa'nted at homeii 
In confequence of all th^fe exertions, John's own 
villages became populous, his lands were highly 
cultivated,- and all his people happy. Inftead of lying 
on ftraw, in mean cottages, and even in John's great 
hall (which was the practice when he was^ayoung 
man), they had all foft beds and comfortable houfes* 
Inftead of depending upon the chance of killing any of 
the deer which roamed at large through .the country 
during his minority, and often ftarving for feveral days 
afterwards, they bad all plenty of excellent bread and 
roaft meat, and were both well clothed and well fed. 
They were ftrohg, wealthy, healthy, virtuous, and all 
free as their own thoughts. Thefe were John's beft 
days ; and though fome difcontented people think thefe 
days are gone, yet I would ilill rent a houfe or a few 
acres of land from John Bull, fooner than from any 
other perfon I know. 

But though John is on« of the worthieft and bed 
men in the world, a regard to truth obliges me to point 
out his foibles. I fay his foibles; fori don't accufe 
him of any intentional error or crime. But I mufl: 
honeftly (late the inftances in which he has been mifin- 
formed or ill advifed. 

Upon any falfe alarm, his watermen are taken by the 
neck and put on board John's large boats. For, with 
all his good qualities, he is rather credulous : and 
though he has more boats and far better watermen than 
any of his neighbours, he is too eafily made to believe 

B 3 that 
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that feme of them are going to attack him, and carry 
oflF his cattle, or even take pofleflion of his lands. 
Indeed fome -of them are a little hare-brained and 
troublefome at prefent. His centinels or landmen are 
hired for life, inftead of watching only a limited time 
in their turn; and none but privileged perfons are 
allowed to deftroy the moles wiiich ajppear in his fields. 
On his old paternal eftates, his (hepherds, inftead of 
being, paid a fixed allowance for taking care of his 
llocks, are allowed to carry away a tenth part of all 
his corn. As they do not plough any themfelves, John 
did right to give them as much corn as would maintain 
their families. But he fhould have given them a cer* 
tain quantity, and then his farmers would not have 
complained, nor his lands have been neglected to be 
broken up. John knows this is a bad praAice ; but 
as it is an old one, he does not choofe to aboliOi it. 
Another great error of John is, that his labourers are 
encouraged to be indolent, by receiving a certain 
allowance, when they will not work. This is falfe 
humanity ; and all thefe things are hurtful to his old 
aod bed cultivated lands. On his wife's eftate, by an 
equally bad old cuftom, if a man once get a farm, his 
children are continued in it, though ^hey ihould 
neither cultivate the foil nor pay their debts ; and the 
bye-Uwsare not fo good on this eftate, nor executed in 
the fame way, as in his older and better improved 
farms. Thefe thipgs certainly prevent its improve- 
ment ; but were it not for them, it would foon be 
highly cultivated. John is really a friend to liberty : 
yet out of regard to fome old rules of his forefathers, 
he fometimes compels his labourers to work at any 
price he pleafes. Alfo, no farmer is allowed to carry 
any corn off John's eftate, without getting a prefent 
from John to take it away, when it is very cheap ; 
and when it became too dear, John lately gave a much 
larger donation to bring it back again. In xht/ali of 

his 
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his corn, likewife, John is a little whimfical. The full 
of his ha/ is the (landard of his corn-meafures ; and^ 
unluckily, though John has but one head he hsLsfmrhaiSj 
all diiFering fomewhat in their fize ; and as John's 
farmers alfo ufe their hats for their corn-meafureft, the 
weavers are often hurt by thefe pradices. Indeed it 
is a thing well known) that John's bye-laws at firft 
were fimple and wife : but they are now both in«re 
numerous and more obfcure. All thefe things hurt 
the interefls of his people. Nay, what is more re» 
markable, their riches have hurt their health and their 
.virtue. Some of his farmers are become fo effeminate, 
that they will not work in all weathers. His weavers 
drink pretty freely ^ and one of them aftually fwaU 
lowed a bank note, to ihow that he defpifed monev. 
Hence they become bankrupts ; and fometimet help 
themfelves out of John's granaries or ftore-houfcs. 
John employs a phyfician, a furgeon, an4 an apothe-^ 
cary, and he has built an infirmary^ but he has been 
unfortunate and ill-advifed in this affair* The health 
of his people has not generally mended ; but many of 
them have contraded the jail difeafe in the clofe rooma 
of his infirmary ; his phyfician is too partial to botany, 
and his furgeon deals too much in performing opera- 
tions. . 

Farther, as before remarked, John is really a friend 
to liberty ; yet fome difcontented perfons lofifty that 
he has of late been favourable to corruption, and has 
even fometimes been a little arbitrary. ** His peoplcf" 
it is faid, ** are not regularly, or fo often as formerly^ 
convened to tell him what they want. They dare not 
fpeak their minds, as they might formerly do, to his 
' overfeer ; nor meet, as before, to talk over their affairs* 
1'hey are not allowed to do as they pleafe with their 
property, though they pay thefr rent." — And it is even 
alleged, << that John has once or twice broken his 
word." It muft be acknowledged, that while any of 
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the above abufes prevail, there will be no economy in 
John's affairs ; and that v^rith all his extenfive and 
ivell-cuhivated farms, and with all the exertions of his 
snanufadurers and his watermen, John has got him- 
felf deeply in debt. He was at firft put to a good deal 
of expenfe in getting rid of a wrong-headed overfeer, 
who, becaufe Ke fucceeded John's tutor, and was 
called the Steward, fancied he was the proprietor of all 
John's eflates. In order to punifti that quarrelfome 
old fellow, who, as already mentioned, endeavoured 
to compel him to take back his overfeer, John entered 
into an agreement with fome neighbouring gentlemen, 
which cod him ^ great deal of money, but gained him 
fome reputation. But this reputation did him no real 
fervice ; for his old paffion for tilts and tournaments 
was not extingui(hed, but revived in another form* 
Though his own marches and boundaries were per- 
fedly clear, yet thofe of his new friends and other 
neighbours were difputable ; and John became a felf- 
cfeated jufiice of the peace ; and often engaged with 
all his watermen, and many of his landmen or cen- 
tinels, in fettling the marches of his neighbours. He 
gave great funis of money to thofe who would accept 
of his arbitration. Inftead of receiving, be a£lual1y 
gave, what is very . unufual, high fees merely to be 
employed as an advocate, where he was no judge at all. 
Had he ftaid at home, and improved his fields, and 
attended to his manufa6lures, he would have acquired 
great riches ; but by this imprudent eonduft he got 
himfelf deeply in debt. And here one circumftance 
deferves to be particularly mentioned, as adding to 
his difficulties : fiis men of bufinefs, in order to get 
money of John, and fometimes to get a little to them- 
• felves, when they 'get only 60/. write down 100/. and 
when they got 100/. fometimes wrote 180/. and even 
fometimes 200/. in John's books. This made it ex- 
tremely difficult for John to pay his debts ; and when 

he 
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he happened to pay oiFany of his bonds, his agent told 
rhim, that the more money he paid to redeem one of 
them, it was fo much the better, and a proof that he 
was getting rich. By all thefe methods he is fo much 
involved in debt, that he is obliged to fqueeze both 
his farmers and his weavers, and to do many odd things 
to get money. And after all, fome think he never can 
retrieve his affairs. 

But this opinion has been formed without duly con* 
fidering John's refources. He has extenfive and well- 
cultivated fields, populous villages, inhabited by thriv* 
ing manufadurers, formerly called weavers, and boats 
manned with excellent watermen . If he keep at home 
within his own marches, and (were he once out of the 
prefent fcrape he is in) leave his neighbours to fettle 
their boundaries as they plcafe, there is no fear of him. 
Let him only cultivate his fields, entourage his weavers 
and his watermen, and attend to whatever can make- 
^^J^is4)eople llrong, rich, healthy, virtuous, and free ; 
and I will undertake that all (hall yet be well with 
honeft John Bull. 

He mud, however, change his meafures, and make 
an effort to retrieve his affairs. Particularry as he can- 
not, in any preffing exigency, do without his ivater- 
men, let him command their fervices in the moft gentle 
manner. Let all his young men be c^ntinels or land- 
waiters in their turn. Let no man be hindered from, 
catching^moles, except in the harvefl feafon, when alt 
Ihould be employed in cutting down their corn. Let 
all his (hepherds on his pater.nal edate be well paid for 
taking oare of his flock ; but let their wages be fixed^ 
and not paid in fuch a way as to hurt h'vs farmers. Let 
no man be encouraged to be indolent ; though his poor 
labourers (hould be treated kindly. Let no man, who 
cannot cultivate his 6eld or pay his debts, be allowed 
to keep his farm on John's northern efl^te, becaufe the 
man's grandfather oj: great uncle willed it fo^ or be-- 
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caufe fuch a cuftom has prevailed formerly; nor let there 
be any bye-laws or farming regulations on his wife's 
eftate that are not on his paternal farms. Let John's 
ploughmen, his weavers, ^ and his watermen, charge 
"what they pleafe for their wages, provided no man is 
bound to employ them. Let John alter the regulations 
both about the price and raeafure of his corn ; and let 
all his bye-laws be plain and fimple, that every plough* 
man, every waterman, and every weaver, may under- 
iland them. Let John reward every induftrious fer- 
vant, and difcourage every fpendthrift, and every filly 
fellow who will not work in all weathers. And 
^here the health of his people is hurt by their own 
folly, let him truft more to proper diet, and to air and 
exercife, than to quack medicines or keeping his 
people confined in clofe rooms. Let his people be 
regularly called to lay open their cafe to him ; and let 
his pverleerbe obeyed, but refpe£led and loved rathe r ^ 
than dreaded. Let his people be allowed to maMi||[^ 
their property as they pleafe ; and let John's wordT)5" 
always facred. But efpecially let John take proper 
fleps >for paying off his load of debt. Until this be 
done, his farmers will be difpirited, his weavers dif- 
contented, and his watermen opprefled and ill-treated.. 
His debts are now fo great, that they cannot be paid ^t 
once ; otherwife his people would find their interefl in^ 
paying them. But, inflead of paying John for ^very 
drop of fpirits, ale, and even fmall beer,^ ^hich th^y^ 
drink, and every hat-full of malt or yard of cloth 
'which they make, and a number of little articles about 
their clothes, theif Ihpes and hats, for the houfes in 
^hich they dwell, for their windows which admit 
light in the daytime, or the candle which they ufe at 
night, for foap to (have their beards, and for powder 
to conceal their want of hair, on their heads, let Joha 
Bull's people ihow their attachment to one of the bed 
fellows in the worlds by paying ^very man a fmall 

portion 
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portion of his income to clear ofF all the debts which 
John has promifed to pay, whether juft debts or not ; 
only let the people who pay the money choofe proper 
men to manage it to the beft account*; and let John 
Bull's overfeers and his clerks be all tied up in future 
from booking 2oo/» or i8o/. or 112/. loi, where' John 
only got 97/, And where this falfe reckoning has been 
already made, let them get op John's bonds as cheaply. 
as they can ; and let John's managers^ whether farmers^ 
weavers^ or watermen, be chofen by thofe who give a 
confiderable fum annually to difcharge his debts. 

If fuch meafures be adopted, honeft John will be 
relieved from all his difficulties. His ploughmen (haU 
again whiftle at their ploughs; his weavers (hall danee 
at their looms ; and his watermen (hall give hiol three: 
cheers from their boats* 




A DREAM. 

[From the True Brltonr] 

T LIVE in a fmaU cottage in the wed of England, 
^ and have been able by my labour to maintain my-c 
felf and bring up a large family, without ev^r having 
had aflfiftance from the pari(h, except in ca(e of (ic k- 
nefs. It does not become men in my (lation to trouble 
our heads much about public affairs ; but notice having 
been given lately, that a meeting would be held ia our 
veftry to fubfcribe to keep away the French^ a good^ 
deal of converfation has arifen upon that (iib}ed^ in the 
neighbourhood. Moft people (eemed to thijik, all 
ihould contribute in proportion to their means ; but a 
young man lately come, from London, who faid he 
belonged to foofie clubs there, which met for no other 
purpofe than to confider the (late of the nation, told me 
and fome more labouring men, as if in confidences 
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that wc ought not to give any thing ; •* for/' fays he, 
** the rich may well fubfcribe to keep themfelves in pof- 
feflion of their lands and fine houfes, but no change 
will place the poor in a worfe condition than they are 
is at prefent ; and the French are not the enemies of 
the cottage, but of the palace/' 

While I was fitting alone by my firefide think- 
ing over thefe things, I infenfibly fell aileep, and 
dreamt that the French were landed, the government 
overturned, and the people in our village afiembled by 
proclamation to plant the tree, of liberty. Methought 
we danced with all out might, men, women, and 
children^ round a may-pole, with a red night-cap, 
inftead of a garland, on the top of it. I then thought 
I returned home, when one of my fons came to tell 
me the French foldiers were driving our cow (I have 
i^ut one) oiF the common, and had beat him for endea- 
vouring to prevent them. As I was going out of my 
houfe to put a ftop to thefe doings, I feemed to fee the ' 
young fellow I mentioned in the former part of my 
letter, with a large bunch of ribands in his hat, fiand- 
ing near my door with a French officer. I defircd the 
young man to acquaint the French gentleman of the 
behaviour of his foldiers; but he told me they were 
very right; for that cattle were put in requifition, 
which he explained to mean that the ftate wanted 
them. On my e^preffing my furprife that the flate 
ihould want my property, he told me mildly, that I 
w:is under a great miflake ; for that every thing pof-- 
fefled by individuals was the property of the public, 
and no man ought to call any thing his, till the de* 
jnands of the (late were firft fatisfied* While he was 
expounding thefe matters to me, I heard a fcream, 
and looking round, faw the French officer behaving 
with great indecency to one of my daughters : me- 
thought my fingers itched fadly to knock Mpunfeer 
dowir ; but recollefting' how things were, I only 
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fo^tched the girl from him^ and afked his companion, 
if my daughters too were the property of the public i 
to which he made no other anfwer than^ that he faw I 
was not a good patriot ; for if I were, I Ihould not 
have queftioned the right of the ftate to the cow, or 
been offended with one of thp deliverers of my country 
for taking notice of my daughter. I thought the 
Frenchman faid nothing, but laughed in my face and 
pointed to his fword, and then they ftrutted away arm 
inarm* — Thunder-ftruck at his behaviour, I thought 
I refolved to go up to old Sir fflliiam fForthy, who 
has long adedas a juftice of the peace in this neigh- 
bourhood ; « for though,'' faid I tomyfelf, " Sir fFilliam 
may not be in the commiflion now things are changed^ 
mayhap his Honour may be able to tell me how to get 
my cow again, and whether there is any law now to 
proteiSl a man's daughter from being infulted." So I 
feemed to lock up my doors, and fet off for the old 
baronet's. It appeared, when I got there, as if every 
thing was in great diforder ; and there were no fervants 
about* However, going forward, I found myfelf in 
the hall amongft a number of people, men and women, 
drinking, with whom I was made to fit down. I 
thought I aiked the man who fat next me,- what was 
become of his Honour, Sir William ; but w^s told to 
take care how I mentioned that perfon again in thofo 
terms, for that he was only a citizeny and moreover 
he was a bad citizen, for he was a vile ariftocrat, and 
on that account in prifon. A man, towards the top of 
the table, then hollowed out to us to drink *^ The con« 
tinuance of liberty." The toaft appeared to me to • 
be rather hard upon the poor gentleman in prifon, at 
whofe expenfe we were drinking it ; however, this did 
not fecra to ftrike any body elfe, and I did not daro 
make the obfervation aloud, after what I had heard ; 
and to ^^ The continuance of liberty" was drunk with 
mlich ihoutiog«p~Methought a lecondtoaft, of *^ De- 
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ftniSion to all ariftocrats," was received with ftilF 
f;reater acclamations of joy than the former ; but after 
the noife had a little fubfided^ I ventured to aik what 
an ariftocrat was ? M ethought this queftion was follow- 
ed by a good deal of difpute and altercation ; for 
though all the company agreed ^hat an ariftocrat de-^ 
ferved every thing that was bad^ yet they did not feeoi 
fo well to agree in defcribing what kind of a perfon 
he was : one faid he was *^ a man born with an anti- 
pathy to liberty ;" another, *' one who had been at 
court ;" a third, ** one who had feryed in the army or 
navy during the prefent war/'^ — A nobleman, a clergy* 
iBahy a 'fquire, a judge, an excifeman, a lawyer, ao^ 
overfeer of the poor, and a keeper of the pariih-work* 
houfe, were fucceflively mentioned as ariflocrats* 
Some faid, they were fuch as rode in their own coaches,. 
or ufed hair- powder ; and a ibabby-lboking man, wha 
fat not far from me, aiTerted with an oath, that every 
man who wore fine clothes was an aridocrat, cading 
his eyes, as he fpoke, upon my coat, which methought 
was the fame I ufually wear on Sundays and holidays^ 
made of good fecond cloth with white metal buttons. 

During the confufion which this converfation occa- 
fioned, I feemed to have efcaped from this drunkea 
fet, and was walking along towards the parfonagev 
houfe. ** Perhaps," faid I tomyfelf, ^^fome confblation> 
may be found here ; our worthy clergyman has often* 
fpoken comfort; to me before now, when I have been 
in trouble." The parfonage, however, being a plea- 
fant fpot, appeared to have been taken poifeffion of as 
a^ lodging by fomp of the French officers ; fo not being 
likely to get much good there, I thought I refolved to» 
gp back and look after my family. My way fronv 
thence home lay through the church yard^ and I was* 
grieved to^ fee the chuvch fpire, which had been new 
leaded but lately, torn down, and the church itfelf all 
unroofed : on locking in^ the pews too^ I faW| were all 
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b/okcA down, and the chancel full of horfes^ being: 
converted into a ftable for the French troopers. The 
tombftones and monuments feemed all overturned or 
defaced , and I thought a large figure, which the lord of 
thjc manor had lately put up in- remembrance of his 
ivife, had been taken down from the (ide of the 
church, where it ufed to ftand, and was fixed up againfl: 
a yew-tree, with this infer iption underneath k in large 
letters : *' Sleep — Death is nothing hit eternaijleep^^ 

Hurrying from this place with feelings very difierent 
from thofe I ufed to bring away from it, I did not 
much wonder, as I came near the fpot where the 
fiocks flood, to fee them broken and half burned, for 
I had long fince heard feveral perfons in the village 
complain of them as an abominable monument of 
llavery, though for my part I never faw much harai* 
in them^ and indeed they had not been ufed for many 
years. Near the remains of the flocks, methought 
there was a great crowd of French and Englifh, but 
moflly French, laughing and fhouting, and makings 
great noife round a kind of wooden flage. I went near 
to learn the caufe of their merriment, imagining it was- 
fome public fbow or fight, fuch as we have at fair-^ 
time. On the flage ftood a kind of fcafFolding made 
of two beams placed upright, , and a large piece of 
wood acrofs ; and there v^as alfb on it a man lying alt 
along. I thought I flopped to fee what was going for<^ 
ward, fuppofmg the man on the flage was going to 
tumble, or perform fome extraordinary feat for the 
amufement of the people ; when on a fudden, a rope 
being loofened, the crofs piece of wood came down 
with a loud noife, and chopped off* his head in aft 
inflant. One of the Frenchmen then lifting it up^ 
called out, *< Long live the nation P* m which the others 
joined, and kicking the body on one fide, with na 
more regard than if it had been the carcafe of a dogt 
he laid another man in the fame place ; and methought 
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before one could have told twenty, the fecond man*ff 
head was off too ; on which the Frenchman, and a few 
of the mob {landing round, called out as before. 
*< The Lord have mercy upon us !*' quc^th I to myfelf; 
*' the nation won't live long at this rate." My heart 
now feeroed to fink within me, and I thought I re- 
turned home as quick as I could, when, as I wa» 
fitting before the ^re, quite fick with the fight I had 
juft left, but refleSing how exa£lly all I had been 
witneiHug, agreed with the account that one of our 
farmer's fons, who had been abroad, had given us of 
what had happened in other countries where the 
French' had got footing, I feemed to hear a loud knock* 
ing at my houfe-door : I began now to fear^it was my 
. turn to be laid along the bloody ftage — when I awoke 
fuddenly from roy dream, and was rejoiced to find that 
nothing of what had been paflingin my mind, was found- 
ed on reality, except the noife at the door, which was 
occtfioned by one of my neighbours, w1k> came lo a(k 
me to walk with him to the veftry, . I need hardly fay, 
i went with him to contribute my mile very readily,. 
being ftrongly inclined to think that a change may 
place the poor in a worfe condition than they are in at 
prefent. When we got to the meeting, I told my 
dream to feveral of the perfons affembled, and believe 
it had fome efFe£l: in increafing the fubfcription. li% 
cafe you think any part of it worth communicating to 
the public, I have fent it you, Sir ; and am 
Your obedient humble fervant, 

John Briton^ 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE TERRESTRIAL 

CHRYSIPUS, 

GOLDEN FOOT, OR GUINEA. 
[From the Freemafons' Magazine.] 



ExtraB of a Letter^ hy nuc^ rf IntroduBion. 

^« QOMETIME fince died in Germany, of old age, 
*^ one Petrus Gaulterus, a man well known in the 
learned world, and famous for nothing fo much as for 
an extraordinary colleflion which he had made of 
the Chryfipi, an animal or vegetable, of which I 
doubt hot but there are Jitll fome to be found in Eng- 
land : however, if that (hould be difficult, it may be eaiy 
to fend fome over to you, as they are at prelent very 
plentiful in thefe parts. I can anfwer for the truth 
of the fads contained in the paper I fend you, a$ 
there is not one of them, but what I have Ken re- 
jpeated above twenty times, and I wifh others may be 
encouraged, to try the experiments over again, and 
iktisfy themfelvesof the truth by their own eyes. The 
accounts of the Chryfipi, as well as the colle£Uon 
itfelf, were found in the cabinet of the above-men- 
lioned Petrus after his death ; for he could never he 

frevailed on to communicate of either, while alive* 
am. Sir, &c." 

We (hall content ourfelves with giving the follow- 
ing extra£is from the account of the learned philofo* 
pher above alluded to : 

The fize of the body of a Chryfipus varies accord-t 
ing to its different fpecies. 

■ .1 know two fpecies only*, differing in extent almoft 
one half; which, for diftinSion fake, I call the whole. 
Chryfipus. The latter of thefe is by no means fo valu* 
able as the former. 

* A third has been difcovered (incc the philofopher's time, Thefe- 
are now little known, and held in fmall eftimation except by colU&ora^ 
And old tvomea* 
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I have not, after the minuted obfervatioiiy been able 
to fettle with any degree of Certainty, whether this 
be really an animal or a vegetable, or whether it be 
ftriAly neither, or rather both. For as I have, by the 
help of my microfcope, difcovered foine of its parts to 
refemble thofe of a lion ; I have at other times taken 
notice of fomething not unlike x)[it flower-de-luce. On 
their extremity (if they are not very. old) may be feen 
certain letters, forming thepamesof feveralof our kings; 
whence I have been almoft inclined to conclude, that 
thefe are the flowers mentioned by Virgil, and which 
appear to have been fo extremely fcarce in his time. — 
What has principally diiTuaded me from an opinion of 
its being an animal is, that I could never obferve any 
fymptoms of voluntary motion : but, indeed, the fame 
may be faid of an oyfter^ which I think is not yet 
fettled by the learned to be ahjolutely a vegetable. 

But though it hath not, or feems not, to have any 
progreflive motion of its own ; yet it is very eafy to 
communicate a motion to it. Indeed fome perfont 
have made them fly all over the town with great 
velocity. 

^What is faid of the polypus, by a learned writer of 
tbelaftage, is likewife applicable to the Chryfipus :«-« 
*' They make ufe of their progreflive motion, when 
communicated to them, to place themfelves conve- 
niently, fo as to catch their prey. — ^They are voracious 
animals ; they lay their fnares for numbers of fmall 
infers;— -as foon as any of them touches •ne of them 
it is caught." 

But then it differs from the polypus in the confe* 
quence: for, inftead of making the infeif its pxey* it 
l^ecomes itfelf a prey to it ; and inilead of con*^ing 
an infe^ twice as large as its own mouth into it, in 
imitation of the polypus, the poor Chryfipus is itfelf 
conveyed into the loculus or pouch of an iufeSf a 
thouland times as large ^as itfelf, Notwitbftanding 
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'^hichf'this wretched animal (for fo I think I may be 
allowed to call it) is fo eager after its prey, that if the 
infe£f (which feldom happens) makes any refid'ance, it 
fumraons other Chryfipi to its aid, which in the end 
hardly ever fail of fubduing it, and getting into its 
pouch. ^ * 

A Chryfipus, hy the Jingle conia^of my own finger ^ 
hasfo clofely attached itjelf to my hand^ that hy the joint 
and indefatigable labour of feveral of my friends it could 
by no means be fever ed^ or made to quit its hold. 

I have fome of them, that have greatly multiplied 
under my eyes, and of which I might almoft fay, that 
they have produced young ones from all the exterior 
parts of their body. I have learned, by a continual 
attention to the two fpecies of them, that all the indi- 
viduals of thefe fpecies produce young ones. 

I have for fixty years had under my eye thoufands of 
them ; and though I have obferved them conftantly and 
with attention, fo' as to watch them night and (by, I 
never obferved any procefs like the common animal 
copulation. 

I tried at firft two of them; but thelb I found virouM 
not produce a complete Chryfipus ; at leaft I had rea* 
fon to think the operation would be fo How^ that I 
muft have waited fome years for its completion.- Upon 
this I tried a hundred of .them together ; by whofe 
marvellous union (whether it be that they mix totally, 
like thofe heavenly fpirits mentioned by Milton, or by 
any other procefs not yet revealed to human wit) they 
we^e found, at the year's end, to produce three, four, 
and fometimes five complete Chryfipi. I have, in* 
deed, often made them in that fpace produce ten or 
twenty ; but this has been by fjpme held a dangerous ex- 
periment, not only to the parent ChryGpi themfelves^ 
which have by thefe means been utterly loft and de* 
firoyed, but even to the philofopher who hath attempt- 
ed it ; for as fome curious peifons havei by herme* 
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tic experiments, endangered the lofs of their teetH, fa 
we, by a too intenfe application to this Chryfipean 
philofophy, have been fometimes found to endanger 
our ears. 

A Chryfipus of the larger kind may be divided into 
one-and-twenty fubftances (whether animal or vege- 
table we determine not), every fubflance being at lead 
as large as the original Chryfipus, Thefe may again 
be fubdivided, each of them into twenty-four; and 
what is very remarkable, every one of .thefe parts is 
heavier and rather larger than the firft Chryfipus, 
The only difference in this change is that of the colour; 
for the firft fort are yellow^ the fecond wbitej and th« 
third refemble the complexion, and fubftance of many 
human faces. 

Thefe fubdivided parts are by fome obferved to lofej 
in a great degree, their adh^refcent quality : ncrtwkh- 
flanding which, Gaulterus writes^ that from the mi* 
i|uteft Gi)(ervations upon his own experience, they all 
a^dhered with equal tenacity to his own fingers. 

As to the age of the Chryfipus (fays our philofophcr), 
it difivrs extremely; fome being of equal duration 
with the life of man; and fome of fcarce a moment's 
exiftence. The beft method of preferving them is, I 
believe, in bags or chefts in loofe numbers \foriheyJiU 
dwi live long when they are alone. Some think, and 
think very properly, they never can put enough of 
them together. If they are put into the pocket fingly 
or in pairs, they will laft but a very little while — and 
in fpme. pockets no^even a day. 

The Chryfipus is to be looked for in old houfes, be- 
hind, wain fcots ; and in fcrutores: in fearching for 
them, particular regard is to be had to the perfons who 
inhabit, or have inhabited in the fame houiii^; by ob->- 
ferving which rule, you may often prevent throwing 
away your labour. They love to be rather with old 
than young perfons^ and deleft finery fo much, that 

they 
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they are feldotn to be found in the pockets of the gay 
and fafliionable.— They appear to have an averfion to 
the pockets of court drefles, and are very rare indeed 
in gilded palaces. — They are fometimes very difficult 
to be met with, even though you know where they 
arc, ' by reafon of pieces of woodj irony &c. which muft 
be removed before you can get at them. 

The virtues of the Chryfipus would occupy a whole 
volume.'-— A fingle one ftuck on the finger, will make 
a man talk for a full hour; nay, will make him fay 
whatever the perfoh who (licks it on requefts : and 
again, if you defire filence, it will as efFedually flop 
the mod loquacious tongue. Sometimes indeed one, 
or two, or even twenty, are not fufficient ; but if you 
apply the proper number, they feldom, or never, fail 
of fuccefs. It will likewife make men blind or deaf, 
as you think proper ; and all this, without doing the 
leaft injury to the feveral organs. 

Secondly — It has a moft miraculous quality of turning 
black into white, or white into black. — Indeed it has 
the power of the prifmatic glafs, and can from any ob- 
ject refleft what colour it pleafes. 

Thirdly — It is the ftrongeft love-powder in the 
■world, and hath fuch efficacy on the female fex, that 
it hath often produced love in the fined women to the 
mod worthlefs and ugly, old and decrepit among mor- 
tal menr 

To give the ftronged idea, in one indance, of the 
falubrious quality of the Chryfipus, — it is a medicine 
which the phyficians are fo fond of taking themfelves, 
that few of them care to vifit a patient without fwal* 
lowing a dofe of it* 
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. AN ALLEGORICAL DE CRIPTION OF THE 

LAND OF PROMISE. 

/^N the firft day oF April, going upon a fooFs ven- 
^^ture, 1 embafked on board the good (hip ExpeiJl- 
ation. Captain Courtly commander, which fet fail di- 
re£lly for th^ Land of Promife. After we had pafled 
the Cape of Good Hope, we fleered towards the For- 
tunate Iflands, and with a fair wind foon arrived at the 
end of our voyage, and put into port. 

We were all along very much deceived with refpeft 
to the diftance; for when we thought ourfelves clofe 
upon thccoaft, we found, by our foundings, that we 
were yet a great way off land, and the utmofl fpeed we 
could make fcarce brought us nearer. — Nothing indeed 
could be more enchanting than the profpcdk we ftill 
had before our eyes of this country afar off: the moun* 
tains feemed to be covered with gold, the vales to glif- 
ten with precious flones, the trees to be laden with the 
richeft friiit, and the rivers to flow with milk and ho- 
ney: the breezes that blew towards us, wafted the mofl 
refrefliitig fweets: nor, could we perceive the lead 
cloud in the ferene fky,^butthe fun (hone continually 
with the mofl dazzling luftre: in (hort, every thing 
tempted us to advance, with an appearance of uninter- 
rupted joy and happinefs. 

As foon as we had landed, I found the inhabitants 
in a perpetual hurry of bufinefs, running toandfro^ 
regardlefs of every body but themfelves, and wearing 
the face of care and importance. — There was a jjrodi- 
gious crowd ftill pufhing on towards the principal city, 
called Favour; the entrance to which was guarded by 
the ftrong gate of Intereft, and nobody was allowed 
to go in by any other way. We faw many conftantly 
preding forward for admittance, and as conftantly re- 
pulfed : yet fome of them took to the fortrefs of 
Hope, where tliey waited for a more favourable op- 
portunity. 

There 



DESCRIPTION Of THE LAND OF PROMISEi' isj( 

There are innumerable air-caftles fcattered all over 
this diftriS, which the people are continually amufing 
theaifelves in building up, and pulling down ; but the 
greateftof all is the caftleof Vanity, from the ramparts 
of which are difplayed enfigns'of blue, red, and green 
ribands. Some few, conduced by Pride, bent their 
fteps thither ; but the moft part had their eyes fixed on 
the Grand Treafury, the accefs to which is ftrongly 
barricadoed by authority. Some fmall portions of the 
wealth lodged in this repoiitory are dealt out in the 
form of bribes, penGons, and fecret fervices: the reft 
is divided among the chief keepers. 

In the heart of this country there is a very high pro* 
montory, called Ambition, on the top of which is 
feated the grand palace of Preferment. Numbers were 
feen daily labouring to climb up to it, but came tum- 
bling down again, and were daOied upon the rocks of 
Difappointment. Some indeed, who took the high 
road for Dependency, got places therein, and others 
ftole into it through the bye-paths of Pati>tifm. 
Thofe who afpired to the lofty pinnacle of Power, en- 
deavoured to turn others out, and put themfelves in 
their room : but this is a very tottering fituation ; for, 
during my (hort ftay among thqm, I faw feveral 
thrown down, and thofe very perfons advanced whom 
they had before ferved in the fame manner. 

I can fay very little as to the religion profeflcd in the 
Land of Promife ; diflimulation and hypocrify being 
openly pradifed among them. The fe£t of Indepen- 
dents is entirely unknown to them ; nor have they any 
Freethinkers. Indeed there is fcarce any one has an 
opinion of his own, but (according to the ftri£l fubor- 
dination obferved among them) the inferior borrows 
his fentiments from the fuperior. This^is very remark- 
able in two honfes, as they are called, where almoft 
every one fpeaks as he is ordered. 

As to their manners, they are exceeding polite and 

complaifanu. 



>|. ODE TO A fig; 

complaifant. You are fure to receive a fmile^ a 
fqueeze of the hand, a nod, or a bow, from every 
body you addrefs yourfelf to. They are always mighty 
glad to fee you, are your very humble fervants, profefs 
the higheft efteem for you, are ready to do you any fer- 
vice, and you may command them ; but their memory 
is unhappily very ftiort, and fometimesthey forget they 
ever knew their moft intimate acquaintance. They 
are particularly fond of procradination ; and to-morrouf 
is a word continually in their mouths, but they are 
unwilling to. do any thing to-day. Their hearts ainl 
their tongues are at a very, great diftance, and you muft 
generally interpret what they fay by the rule of con* 
trary. 

Through the middle of this country runs along the 
fmooth river of Attendance, whofe tide is very even 
and gentle. The people are conftantly rowing down 
the ftream ; but fometimes it happens, that, being 
quite fpent, and unable to fteer their barks properly, 
ihey are overwhelmed in the gulf of Defpondency, 
<>i fwallowed up in the quickfauds of Defpair. 



ODE TO A PIG, 

WHILE HIS NOSE WAS BORING. 
[From the Exprefs.] 

HARK ! hark ! that pig — that pig 1 the hideous note. 
More loud, more diflonant, each moment grows— 
Would one not think the knife was in his throat ? 
And yet they 're only boring through his nofe. 

Thou foolilh beaft, fo rudely to withftand 

Thy mafter's will, to feel fuch idle fears ! 
Why, Pig, there *s not a lady in the land 

W ho has not alfo bor'd and ring'd her ears. 

Pig t.'t is your matter's pleafure — then be ftill,. 

Arid hold your nofc to let the iron through—* 
I)are you refift your lawful fov'reign's will ? 

llebe^ous fwine ! you know not what you do ! 

To 



ODE TO A TtQ. 

To man o^er ev'iy bead the pow'r was given ; 

Pig, hear the truth, and never murmur moj^ ! 
Would you rebel again ft the will of Heaven ? 

Thou impious bMcaft, be ftill, and let them bore! 

The focial pig refigns his natural rights 
When firft with man he covenants' toiiv^; 

He barters them for (afer (lye delights. 
For grainsaiid wafi^ which man alone can give^ 

Sure lis provifion on the focial plan, 
-Secure the comforts that to each b(clong >«-» 

Oh, happy fwine ! th' impartial fwav of man 
Alike protects the weak pig and tne ftrong. 

And you refill'! you ftruggle now becaufe 
Your mafter has thought fit to bbre your nofe ! 

You grunt in flat rebellion ^o the laws 
Society finds needful to impofe ! 

Go to tlteforeft, piggy* and deplore 
The miferable lot of favage fwine ! , 

See liow the young pigs fly from the great boar^ 
And fee how coarfe and fcantily tl>ey dine ! 

Behold their hourly danger, when who wiU 
May hunt or fnare and feize them for fiis food f 

Oh, happy pig I whom none prefumes to kiU 
Till your prote6Hng. mailer thinks it good ! 

And when, at laft, the clofing hbur of life 
/ Arrives' (for pi^s muft die as well as man), 
When in your throat you feel the long fliarp knife. 
And the blood trickles to the under pan : 



And when at laft, the death-wound ya^firning wide. 
Fainter and feinter grows th' expiring cry. 

Is there no gratefuhjoy, no Ic^al pride. 
To think that for your matter's good you die ? 



TOU III, C THE. 



THE DUTY OF THE SATIRICAL MUSE. 

WITH AN ALLUSION TO THE AUTHOR OF THE *' PUR- 
SUITS OF tITERATURE." 

[From the " Progrefs of Satire."] 

OEEK the noble praife of him who draws 
^ His pen in Virtue's and Religion's caufe, 
And mark what awfuLfcenes, what deeds confpire 
To roufe the patriot's zeal, the poet's fire ! 
See the cool fophift, with colledted mind, 
Spread poifon, page, d<?ilru6tion o'er mankind ! 
See bafe Oppreffion, uncontroU'd by (hame, 
In Freedom's garb, ufurping Freedom's name ! 
See, Britain, thy triumphant flag unfurl'd ! 
Thy fons undanntcd, " 'midft a falling world ! " 
And oh ! while yet thy genVous bands maintain 
True Freedom's empire o'er the circling main, 
Senfe, Learning, Genius, ui thy caufe unite ! 
Be bold in eloquence, as firm in fight! 
** Senfe, Genius, Learning, Wit, in me combine,'* 
A namelefs Sat'rift cries — " all, all are mine ! 
'T is mine, by keen unerring judgment grac' d, 
To reign defpotic arbiter of^ tafte. 
To awe by my flic threats the paflive town, 
Raife by a fmile, extinguifh by a frown, 
And brand the name of each devoted wight, 
But hide my own, fecur'd by friendly night." 

Alas ! can pride to fuch importance raife 
A wretched mortal, puff'd by tranfient praife? 
'Thou, who no faOlts, no weaknefs canft excufe, 
Hear thy own merits from th' ingenuous Mufe; 
Who, proud all juft diftindibns to admit, 
Proclaims thee half a poet, half a wit ; 
Now vig'rous, fpirited, almoft fublime, 
Now tagging feeble words to feeble rhyme ; 
Now arm'd, 'galnft daring crimes, in Virtue's caufe, 
Now meanly, cavilling at })etty flaws ; 
Now candid, now by prejudice dcbas*d, 
(A bigot's principles, -a pedant's tafte;) 
Promi't to repel Keli^ion's barbarous foes, 
Yet crufli her fons, and aggravate their woes ; 

And 



A CHAPTER OF OH's ! a| 

And blending love of tmth and zeal for right 
With bloated arrogance and envious fpite. 
Nor think, howe'cr ftie boaft her motley rhynaes, 
Thy fhapelefs Mufe fliall live to after- times. 
No ! though, fuftain'd by mean unworthy art^ 
She feed each bafer paflion,of the heart, 
Indignaqt Virtue yet ftiall mark thy Ihame, 
And Juftice blot thee from the rolls of Fame* 

• Thus Fafhion's praife allur'd the Sat'rift's lay 
To trifling themes that perifli with the day, 
Bade him to fleeting modes adapt his mind, 
Nor trace the bolder features of mankind ; 
And thus keen Ridicule, which, well applied* " 
Checks full-blown arrogance and upftart pride, 
infpir'd by felf-conccit, at random throws 
Its wanton fhafts, confounding friends and foes. 
But you, ye candid few, whofegen*rous praife 
Can beam on Merit's unprefuming lays, 
Whom facred truth can charm, whom Heav'u has grac'd 
With native fenfe, with independent tafte, 
Afl^ert your facred rights I fulfil yowr truft ! 
And, fpurning Fafhion's fway, flilldare be juft! 
Nor you, ye injured bards! who fcorn to pay 
Bafe homage to the minion of the day. 
Retort his Iheeringprofe, or flippant rhyme. 
But calmly w^ait the jufl: award of time. 
Britain, at length awak'd, (hall own your clainf. 
Shall yield the full, the lading meed of fame, 
And flamp with jufl applaufe your honeft page, 
Sccur'd from Envy's hate and Fadtion^s rage. : 



A CHAPTER OF OHS I 

WRITTEN BY CAPTAIN MORRIS* ^ 

fyR what miraculous times ! 

Oh what wonders of wonders! 
Oh what a feries of crimes ! 
Ok what a number of blunders ! 

c a i <Xk 



A CHArTCK 07 OHfl 

Oi what pulling and tuggiag! 
€>k what myriads do fell ! 
OA whet a deal of humftNigging! 
CA about nodiing at all! 

Fal de rol lot de roll Jrc^ 

Ch what k^balMf and nurfej 
Oh how MimKer^ prate! 
OA wfafi a Treafnrjr puiric! 
Ok what fcdition ot iktel 
C/k what a trifle of ta;^ ! v 
Ok what cutting of throats ! 
Ok what a wanting of axes J 
And tk/ what turning of coats I 

Fal de rol, 3ec, 

O^ #hat a plenty of money ! 
Ok what ^ithfui alties^ 
{}k what crktiping fo fiinny * 
Ok what a number of ipiest 
Ok what a grand kvee-day4 
Ok ft^tht hounds and the buck! 
Ok how the Dutch ran away ! 
And ok f what an Orange to fuck ! 

Fal de rol. Sec. 

Ok for a Corfican crown ! 

Oit foriniformers in pay! 

Ok fora.plottogodown! 

Ok for.a fiert at Tiwiiay ! 

Ok for a treafoo repaft! 

Ok for a bundle of cords! 

0& for a goeral fafl ! 

And Jkf for a Ih-ing of new lords! 

Fal de rol, Sec 

Ok that the French wouki but %ht ! 
Oi& how. wf; pepper our foes! 
Ok hqw we fwitn in delight! 
Ok how we^re led by the nofe! 
04 wkh wliat.wirdpm we rule! 
Ok how we conquer e^b evil ! 
Ok how the npr.ion weiopl-l 
And tA/ bow we drive toihe difvll! 

Fatde rol, Sic. 



THE 
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THE PLAGUES OF AN ELlebTIbN. 

[Fsom tlM Public ledger.] 
^ SIR, 

T HAVE taken xrp mj pen twice or thrice a d^ lor 
^^ the laft week, with a view to write to yon on certain 
fubjcdtsy but have as often hid it dov^-n:— *^ Poohl 
(find I tomyfelfy) what fignifies waiting about the war^ 
and the funds, amd the police, tec when the papers 
contain nothing but eleAion matters i ^ and on this re» 
fedion conftanlty threw awsjr th^ pen. I have, hpw-' 
iever, once more ventored to take it vp> becaufe my 
fcbjeA having fome coanexfon with the Eleftion, wi))^ 
I hope, be admitted, and even read. It is neceflary to 
yreftiife, I ^ hove no'candidMB'to recomtinend, no intereft 
•o promote — I leave alF Aich bufineft to ^thofe whom 
it may concern ;*' — but 1 am toveprefent the hardfhips 
which we quiet and orderly |ieeple ftfier during 4 
contcfted dty eledion. 

In truth, Sir, \ cat) do nahnfinefs, partake of n» 
fdeafure, and go no where^ without haVine this Elec* 
lion thruft down my throat. If I meet a friend in xht 
ftreets, the gorx) old How doff i^f h foi^otten> and I 
am falutcd with-^*^ Well, and how does the pcdi ^qf 
on ?" If I go to dine with a party, the wht>te eonvtr- 
fetion turns on the Eledion. 

Give me leave to help you toabit of .fi(h— Foiled 
two hundred in a day-^— A little butter if you-pleafe^ 
Sir — As to his coming in, there can be no doubt— Some 
bready John— i-The poll was rather flat for fome time— ^ 
Two glailes of iherr^, John, for Mr. — ; — and me — 
He muft fpend a deal of money — Another bit of 

chicken, Mr. ? 1 certainly do think him a very 

proper perfon to reprefent — A goofe and green peas. 
Gentlemen — O! depend upon k, he'll be left out — A 
teg or a wing, Sir? — The numbers were nearly eqoal at 
two o'clock — ^A glafe of fmall beer<^— His intereft is not 



3« THE PLAGOES OF AN ELECTION. 

fo ftrong as fome people thought — Chefhire or Glou- 
cefter, Sir? &c. &c. — And thus every mouthful I take 
fmells and taftes of the poll. 

I went yefterday to prefent a bill for payments The 
tradefman looked at it, and ihook his head. I begged 
to know if it was right. ** Right, Sir, I don't know 
.what you mean by right ; but by G — d I *11 bet you a 
Jyottle there has been fome d — 'dmiftake." I begged 
to look at the bill again ; but, fmiling, he told me, thajt 
a name on it had brought his friend into his head^ and 
then he paid the bill ; and afked me, " What I thought 
of the bufinefs at GuildhalH" I made fome fort of 
^nfwer, and haftily took my leave, perceiving the poor 
gentleman was bit. * 

Another gentleman I had to call upon on a very 
different bufinefs, for I had that morning received a 
letter from Nottingham, informing me of the death of 
his fifter, and requefting I would inform him of it in 
fuch a manner as not to (hock his feelings, for he is 
rather tender-hearted. — I found him in his country- 
houfe, and as foon as I entered Jie flew to me witb> 
<« Well! Mr. Meekly, have you been at Guildhall?" 
** No: — but I have a very nnpleafant piece of news to 
give you.'* 

" The devil you have? Why, Mr.. is not on 

the wrong fide, i^ he ?" 

« No fuch matter." 

^^ O ! then, perhaps Mr. has gained upon hint 

by this day *s poll." 

" No fuch thing.*— I beg yoii will let me advife you 
not to be too much fhocked-r-for — your fifter is— 
dead 1" 

*^ Dead! Judy dead! -poor woman, (he has long 
been ill! — ^Well! Heaven has been pleafed to take her 
away from this evil world.*' 

" Ay — (he was indeed a good creature— one of 

"Elcd! 



THE BLAGUES OF AN ELECTION* Jf 

" Eleft ! — Now you talk of the eled, Mr. Meekly, 
pray what do you really think of this Eledion ? For 
my part, I hope and fear, and wifti and imagine-, and 
think — but-1 declare Idon't know what to think." 

" You know I never mind election matters— and 
fo, Good day — there is- the letter I received — ** 

** What ! have you received a letter, and from 
whom ? I hope you will not defert us, — We want. a 
few plumpers." 

Finding it in vain to reafon with this madman, 1 
left the Tetter from Nottingham for his perufal in fome 
lucid interval. In going along the Greets, I was (lopt 
oftea by my friends with — Have you polled — tVho are 
you for f—^Haeoe you been at the Hall? — and — fVhat ii 
jour opinion ? — fo that I determined to go home, and 
lock myfelf and family up for a week, fending out the 
fervant only for provifions, and to fee no company 
until I could converfe with them on proper and equal 
terms. 

Home I reached at laft, and. told my wife my hard- 
fhips, and that I hoped I (liould at lead be quiet there ; 
and for fome hours I enjoyed fome eafe, when my 
fervant returned from an errand with a bunch* of 
ribands in his hat, fuffi^ient to laft a drcj[l'y lady for a 
month — " You dog you," faid I, " how dare you ap- 
pear before me with that cockade ? — Go direSly, and 
take it out of your hat, elfe I '11 turn you out of the 
houfe." — He obeyed, ; but went muttering out of the 
room; tlie only words I heard were **for ever !" — I 
enjoined my wife not to let that fellow come near me 
until the eleftion was over. 

Yefterday evening, 'as I became tired of my con- 
finement, I ftole out after dark to fmoke a pipe, with 
a few friends, whofe good fcnfe I knew would prevent 
the infe(£tion ; and as moft of them were not livery-" 
men, I prefumed that the fecurity was the greater: but 
whiTt was my furprife, when, on entering the room, 

c 4 more 
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more than half a dozen voices hailed me ^^ith '<*Have 
you got the date of the poll ? ** Thi^ was ejiough : I 
decamped inOantly, and determined to leave town : in 
purfuance of this refolution, I u^ent to-day to dine with 
a friend at Hackney. — Here, thought I, I (hall, be 
fafe. — I had not, however, been , half an hour in the 
^houfe, before my hod very anxioufly inquired^ ^* if I 
•was not a freeholder ?" 
Alas ! ^thought I,- 



Inciiii in Scyllam^ cuptens vitare Chiiryhdh 
which may be tranflated, I have efcaped the City^ only 
to be devoured by xht County. 

Such, -Sir^ is my unfortunate fituation at prdfent ; 
•and nothing fupports me und^r x\As j^reilure of nit£> 
{fortunes, but the, hopes that it will foon be over; for^ 
although I read your paper with pleafnre at all times^ 
yet nothing can ever'be a greater delight to me, than 
to read Final Ch/e of the Polif which, when it happens^ 
,1 . beg you will print in large letters, that they may, at 
-one glance, catch my ^ye, and rejoice my heart* 

1 am, Sir^ yours, 

Thomas M££KtY« 

Fmchurci Strteh 



NAVAL GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY. 

[From the Oracle.] 

Dif patches on Tuefiay Morning arrived ttt the Politic at 
jidmiraltyy brought by Captain teoman UJher of the 
Black Rod Frigate f from Rear-Jdmiral Report, dated 
Palace-Tard Bay^ dth of March 179-. They contain 
the following Account of the A&ion of thai Evenings 
from Admiral Conflitution, 

*^ A T half pad four we difcerned the enemy almoft 

■•^ clofe to the Sunken Rocky called Oppofition Rsnch, 

in full £pfce> fprming a line of battle.. I ordered the 

^ ' Spencer, 



spencer, as h«adm(rfl £bip, to lead ihc van>^ beihg de- 
termined at once to bear down upon their centie, whir 
the Loughborough, m the judgment of whpfe com- 
4&ander, Captain Wedderbupn> ' I had tht moil impKcit 
jConfidehee. 

"The object which the Speocer had hi view wa&* 
attetnpted to be frudrated by the Ruflellr one of the 
enemy's line of battle ihips. Btit the refinance was 
fo feeble, that flie fell 'back, and aHewed the Spencer 
to obtain what (he aimed at, 

** Difappointed in this refrftance, the Ruflell made 
a mancuivrey as if (he meant to give up the contefi ; but 
the Spencer faw through this, and beii^ feconded by 
the Hood, the Clarence, and the i;«oughborough, the 
enemy changed t^eir pofition, and drew off; but in a 
fliort fpace of time renewed the battle on a dtfftnnt 
tackj. the Rufleil having the Admirars flag flyin|^ oo^ 
board. 

" They came down with an intent tp break our line;, 
but the Grenville arrcfted their progrefs, and poured 
fuch a broadfide into* the RulfeFl, that fbe was- obliged 
to make ftgnals of diftrefs, which brought two heavy- 
failing (hips, the Guildford and the Norfolk, to her 
relief; but their artiHery was fo tU poiiited, that a 
fingle (hot did not hit ; and though O^e D,erby and the 
Albemarle came down to afiift, they were all obliged' 
ro (Irike. 

*^ One of the inen of war under my command de-^ 
ferted the Conftitutional ftandard on this occaik>n, and 
vront over to the enemy— it was the Carlifle. It feems 
he took umbrage at my refufinghim a/r/v^/^ 5^^/. 
We did not lay hold of him; and I underitand, he has 
changed the name of the Asp bet:ommaiided^.from the 
loyalty to the fVhig Clui, 

** I muft particularly, commtnd' the ^itfty of the 
Captain. of the Spencer, the Captain of the GfenviHe, 
the Captain oi the Itood> the Captain of the Cliirence, 

c 5 3w^i 



34 PDB TO PITT AND DUNDAS. 

-arid 'the Captain of the Loughborough, whofc well- 
pointed guns foon convinced the enemy that all refift- 
ante was vain, 

"The Bedford is materially injured in her main^ 
maji-^ihc is a good-looking (hip with a black head. 
The Norfolk, when (he ftruck, was lee gunwale under 
•water — (he was half^Jeas over. The Guildford will 
make a good hulk. She is fo he^oy in the head as not 
to be fit for any other fervice. The Derby has loft 
her rudder y and her Jlern appears to have Juffered from 
the rot. She may make a tolerable hofpital (hip. 

** The Albemarle is a new frigate — but built on a 
very flimfy plan. She may be cut down to a (loop, 
and, rn that (late, might be fervrceable. 

** In this engagement, the enemy loft all their repu-- 
taiicn^ and I am happy to fay the Conftitutional (hips 
iinder my command preferved theirs. 

<< I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c." 



QDE TO PITT AND DUNDAS. 

,BY PETER PINDAR, ESQ^ 

PITT and Dundas, I now forgive you both. 
For taxes and th* et ceteras of Stare ; 
. Nipping the root of Gallia's giant growth, 
Ye juftly give the foul Arch-Fiend her fate. 
She gafps — the Monfter 's nearly dead, 
.And not a tear by Pity (hed* 

What have I faid, " no tear has flow M ?*'— 
Ye Gods, 'tis gladncfs, glorious gladnefs; 

Triumphant how the Beggar rode, 

And trampling ftung the world to madnefs I 

Yes, I forgive you from my heart; 

But, gentle sirs, before w.e part. 

Say how it poffibly could be. 
That *midlt the men oi Jierling merit ^ 
Rewarded for their wits or fpirit^ 

You never once remenUjer'd me ! 

«Thou 



LINES BY P. PINDAR, ISQ^ 35 

"Thou liar," cries the worlds with monftrous coil, 
" Long haft thou been a Penfioner, O Peter ! 

Courts on thy gridiron long have ceas'd to. broil, . 
Long has a haridfome penfion gaggM thy metjeJ* 

By all the Powers of Poetry I fwear, 

Courts have not made me one brafs farthing richer; 
But yet, O World, a whifper in thine ear— • 

I cannot fay I like an empty fiitcher* 
So that if that good man, the King, 
. Would offer me a handfome place, - 
I think *t would be fo much the thmg^ 

I could not well refufe his Grace. 
There really is 2,xharm in meat^ 
And Bards, Mk^ vulgar folks ^ muft eat. 



LINES SAID TO BE WRITTEN BY PETER 

PINDAR, ESCL 

ADDRESSED TO MISS HANNAH MORE, DR. P , AND 

THE BLUE STOCKING CLUB, ON THEIR PERUSAL OF 
HIS LATE PAMPHLET, ENTITLED, "nIL ADMIRARi!"^ 

AH! why Mifs Hannah, wherefore, Maiden fage, 
Has naughty Peter causM the tear to flow ? 
Why has he put thee in a tow 'ring rage, 

And to hot charcoal chang'd thy bofom*s fnow, 

* - 

Why doft thou fquat like Tabby i' the ^dage ! ^ 

Why doft thou figh and weep, and grunt and mourn? 

Why like poor Snip, that is bereft of cabbage, 

Look'ft thou quite chap-fall*n, and like him forlorn ^ 

Why does the Bishop foam againft poor Peter — 

Peter, who meant not to offend his Crrace? 
Oh ! wherefore does he fpurn the harmlefs metre, 

And fhroud.with anger that moft faint-like face ? 

■« 

Why kindles thus his wrath ? alas I he 's.mad ; 

For, lo ! he rends in twain his ample wig!. 
Ah r Bifhop P , this is very bad^ 

Thine anger Peter values not a fig. 

c 6 Now-^ 
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Now, wrbkl^ Dames, I '11 take one pe^p at yow^ 
Who doubtlefs have peros'd Nil Admirari ; 

Yes, I will venture, *mhift the fage Bms Blev^ 
But of my booes methxnks I 'd De0 be wary. 

Zounds f ^bat a noife, what an aftotmding din ! ^ 
*T is A;feech from awls* and ravens* croaking throats; 

Or Milton's hounds howling beneath foul Sin, 
Or choir of Giles's dames that bawl their notes. 

Say, Peter, what hath vex'd Mifs Hannah tluis? 

What hafl thou faid to raife the Biftiop's hate ? 
What is 't hath put the Bas Bleu in this fufs. 

And made thee dread the fafety of thy pate ? 

Why, Peter ftmply told Mifs Hannah Moeb, 
That aft Ihe wrote was wrote by hook or crook ; 

Nay, Peter vows, as he hath vow*d before. 
That of another's bvains fhe form'd her book *. 

Peter has blam'dthe Dodor's fulfomeftufF, 
In praife of Hannah's education theme : 

Peter has- made the Bas Bleu Club look bluff, 
Becaufc he told them they were in a dream. 

Thus truth on Peter's head hath vengeance draw n^ 
Of Han,nah, P— ,. and the toothlefs crew i 

Yea, of the Mard, and BiQiopcIad in lawn, 
And eke the i^pient Dames of fam'd Bas Bleu, 



LINES 

OCCASIONBX^ 3T TSTER PINDAR^S LATE ATTACK ON 
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PRESUMPTUOUS^ foul Detraaor, hence r 
-* Fiend or eilvenom'd impudence ! 
Hence to the lake firom whence thou 'rt fprung^ 
And gnaw thy faeriiegious tongue \ 

But thou, great injur'd Prelate, hail \ 
Thee, weigh'd in truth's unerring fcale, 

■ ' ' '. — ■■ '> ' 

• ^< Stit^uzes on Female Education*'* 

We 



Wjc £Ky with exultation high. 
Perverted Falfebood's (hafo defy, . 
Hear thee with Fervour's holy flame 
Tlic Gofpel's faving found proclaim^ 
"And own thee rang^i on Virtue's (ide^ 
The Churdi's onwynent and pride. 
Ah ! vain indeed tb' attempt to move- 
The ibrtrefii firengthen'd from above. 
The rock whofe deep foiandations brave- 
Malignant Envy's feeble wave. 

Heav'n-born Religion lends to-thec 
Its adamantine panoply j . ^ 

Which, bright as with meridian blaze^ 
A6ls' li^e the fun's concentred rays : 
And fee, flirunk up his punv fize. 
The (hrivcil'd, worthlefs infea? dies^ €'. Bl 



THE FALSE INSCRIPTION*. 

[From a Paris Paper.]. 

'* TXT HAT infcription i» this yau have oa your dbor^. 
^^ Seroainier ?*• — ** What, can't yea readf'' 
— " Why, yes, I read tolerably well^ but I don't un- 
derftand all I read." — << Hah ^ is that the reafon i Let 
us fee, however ; read on,- and I will explain what 
you do not underftand." — ** With all my heart, then 
pray attend : Liberty, Equality, Unitt, Indi- 
visibility of the-pRENCH Republic, Fratir- 
KiTY, Humanity/* — " Good ! you read wondrous 
well."—" Poffibly enough ; but why have you thefc 
words infcribed on your door ?"^— " A pretty queftion^ 
truly ! Why, that is the memento of republicans."-— 
*f Ah ! I underftand \ h is to remind you of what yoa 
have loft/'— "How the Devil ! what I have lofi ? fay 
rathex what I have gained.'' — ** Pfliaw, you (ioiple- 
ton-l You gained lit^rty!" — "Hah! hah! I queftion 
Yerymncb yoiijr liberty ip.preferVe your property, if 

tbey 
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they wifli to take it from you ; I queflion very mucli 
your liberty to exa£t a debt, if any body owes you 
money ; I queftion very much your liberty to prevent 
your wife divorcing you if ftie has a gallant ; I quef- 
tion very much your liberty to write a friend by the 
pod all the whimfies that pafs acrofs your brain ; I 
queftion very much your liberty to ihun the interroga- 
tories of a fentinel or patrole^ a life-guardfman, a 
commiflary. To fay no more, I very much queftion 
your liberty to obliterate that very word Liberty 
written upon your door. 

^* And Equality — pray what is the meaning of that ?'^ 
•— ** The fimpleft thing in nature y why, it means that 
you and I are the equals of all our fellow-citizens."— 
** You jeft, fure ; I am not the equal of the man wha 
has ftolen, who fteals, and who will fteal ; I am not 
the equal of the man who has murdered, who mur- 
ders, and who will murder ; I am not the equal of 
the General, who never moves a ftep but with a view 
to throw me in chains ; of the Revolutionift, who 
never eats a dinner at the Blue Quadrant, which he 
does not pay with the fruits of his plunder, with the 
price of blood, and the wages of iniquity. Sure thefe 
people do not confider me their equal ; why, in the 
name of wonder, then, would you have them to be my 
equals ? 

** But, proceed — why the word Unify f*'^—^^ Zoundsl 
*t is as clear as day ; it means, I apprehend, unity of 
principles, unity of intentions, unity of motives, unity 
of wilU.''— ** What, are you awake ? Unity of wills,, 
jti a ftate which in fix years has had three conftitu- 
tions ! Unity of intentions', in a country where three 
different legiflatures have alternately declared for 
monarchy, democracy, ariftocracy 1 Unity of motives, 
among men, of whom fome are enriched, others are 
ruined ! Unity of wills among men, (ome of whom 
have baniflied thofe whom others eagerly wifh to fee 
jfeturnj among perfons^ fome of whom have taken 

what 
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what the others are unwilling to lofe ; among men, 
fbme of whom are for no God at all ; others will 
have none but their own, of which thefe invent new 
deitiesi thofe recall old ones from oblivion; in a 
country, where fome are for priefts, others not ; fome 
for bonzes, others not ; fome for bells, others not ; 
fome for fetes, others not ; a country, where five hun- 
dred wills mud prepare laws, and two hundred and 
fifty approve them ; where five wills mufl put them in 
execution, and twenty millions of wills muft have the 
win to decide upon what thefe feven hundred and fifty* 
five have prepared, approved, and executed ! Confider 
all this, and out with that word Unity, or, by way of 
explanation, be fo good as to write Unity of madnejs. 

<* And that plaguey long word, that huge word, 
where you mufl every moment clap a point upon the 
I's, to be reconciled to that word Indivifthility. Pray 
what is- the meaning of this?" — ** It means that the 
Republic cannot be divided. Sure that is plain enough," 
^-** What is, plain enough is, that the idea is falfe.— 
Have you not fomething about an hundred depart- 
ments ? Are all thefe departments governed by the 
fame fpirit ? What the law does in one, may it not 
do in another ? You will tell me the law is the fame 
every where ; very well. But is it the law they obey, 
or the interpretation of the law ? Thus, my friend, 
in Xpite of this fpiritual indivifibility of yours, which 
has neither rhyme nor reafon, you have got in your 
republic a number of anarchical, or democratical, 
or ariflocratical, or demagogical, or oligarchical, or 
fanatical, or phthifical republics ; which, by their 
ftate critical, their niode impoliticaly in their relations 
fiantaAical, are perpetually running foul of each 
other ; and thus do you not fee that in fa£t this in- 
divifibility of yours turns out downright dijindiviji^ 

hlttyr\ 

*' I hope. 



49^ Dt«coTE&Y or rut ivtvuirti^. 

** I hope, at leaft, you will leave me my words^^r- 
mmltyj human:ty,-^Sixicc you will have k that all men 
afe to be my equals, alibw me to examine more clefel]^ ' 
this multiplication of my family. If I have fo many 
brothers on my mother Revolution's fide, and o\ my 
mother's inheritance, my elder brothers have taken all 
the capitals, and my younger ones all the ufufruif \> 
you fee very clearly that in all this I am fairly difm*- 
herited, and devil take fbch fraternity^ fay I ! Depend 
upon it, n)y dear fdlow, thefe fame brothers of miae 
•re fons of Jacob. They have thrown poor Jofej^ 
curfedly into the well. 

*< As to your word humanity^ I fee nothing but 
fabres, muikets, cannon, howhzers, uniforms, ren<^ 
tiers' clerks, which all together throw fuch a gloom- 
round the hotife, that 1 cannot difcem the wonk 
—But to be iincere with you» For this fulfe in- 
fcription fubftitute the following,, which will be » 
great deal more candid* Wiiti&yThir/i of Wealth and' 
Feiwery and take, my word for it, all the world w^iU: 
underftand it perfedly." 



I 



DISCOVERY OF THE ILLUMINE'S^ 

[Firbm the Morning Chronicle.]^ 
MR. EDITOS, 

N the able difcoveries htely made by the Abb4 
Barrttel and the learned Profeflbr Robifon, I ob- 
ferve that the confpirators agafnit religion and regular 
govermments made ufe, in their correfpondence, oi^ 
• kind of niaknames to « men and things,, which gave 
their letters the appearance of a jargon of nonfenfe^ 
rather than of a regular plot« Voltaire, for example, 
was called Raton, Diderot Tamplot^ the King of Pruffia* 

Dulucp^ 



»UCOYllty 07 T»B ILLtUilMB^ 

J^uluc^ and m confptrator y9Z!&.Cac9uac\ kc. &c. £kc. 2cc» 
By fuch difguifes they efcaped difcpvery, until the 
fwo learned gentlemen above mentioned undertook ta 
decipher their correfpondence and dirdofe their t)aic 
intentions. 

Some perfonsaffedl flill to be fcepticson this Tub* 
jeSt ; but I have now before me fuch proof of the ex« 
iftence of the (cGi called lUumnis in this ceuntry, that: 
I can no more difSelieve it than I can difbelieve 
the plots proved at the Old Bailey in 1794* I bave^ 
Sir» obtained pofleifion of an original Letter of 1^ 
iwretch of this fe£l to a correfpondent in the coontr]|W 
in which he difiguifes .the Words, Kingy Lords^ Minify 
f§rs^ Mujkts^ Sarraehf TaxiSy &c. -under cocnmon» 
and even liidicious names ; whiob^ neverlhel^fs^ f 

}»refume were perfedly underftopd by the parties, 4uul 
bme of which, I tru(i, may be gueifed at by your 
dreaders. I h»ire with confiderable pains made out the 
^eater part ^ them ; :but I decline fending more thaik 
a few4>f the explanations, with the copy ^ the ^igii-^ 
fsal letter, becaufe it wouid be forwarding the tAteiw 
tions of thefe incendiaries^ and becaufe in this letter 10 
|)articutar, the moft fcandatotis freedoms are takeit 
^tth ^e'<:ha;a£kers of their MajeAies, znd fariieular^ 
MefTrs.' Pitt and Dundas. How this letter came inta 
Ttiy hands 1 do not think it necefi^y to fta;^e, tnrfefs 
particularly called upon by his M^jefty^s Minifters^ 
Meantime the following is a corredl copy ir-^ 

Copy of a LitUvfrom one of the Illumines^ 



" CITIZEM 



** In anfwer to your kfl,. which was brought to^ 
me by Lapdog^ I can only fay thai no time is to be 



* Probably the ctyiiioa of QxcK-q -vjojk* Edit. 

loft,. 
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•loft. It is with fome difficulty, indeed, that we fhall 
be able to procure a fiifficient number oi pepper-boxes *, 
and what occafions the delay is probably -your not 
fending me a fuflScient quantity of nnv mi/ki. What 
you fent was not enough for a day's confumption. 
The pancakes y however, and the gilt fpoons +, are gone 
into the country for fome time ; and, although I could 
have wiftied to have taken advantage <)f the fnuffer- 
JIandy I could not do it without giving fome notice 
■in an unbound volume ^y which is .rather expenfive. 
Our aflPairs, upon the whole, wear a very promifing 
^afpefl. The twelve hells are ringing in our ears, and 
the round table fquares exaftly with our ideas. 

« ** Yet, Citizen ^, unlefs we can mufter at leaft 

fifty thoufand toothpicks^ 'and about twenty thoufand 
catSy all our endeavours will be loft. It is not fuf- 
ficient to know what *s what || ; we nauft alfo fecurc 
the devil knows what, and then the maypoles and the 
Scotch fiddles will fignify nothing.. Have you heard 
lately from the Coachman ? He wrote to me lately 
"from Norwich, where, he fays, there are more plums 
An pr\t pudding ^y xhvin m any city in the nation. I 
am glad to hear it. The time fail approaches when 
the caufe of caufes will be left without a motive *♦. It 



♦ In my humble opinion this muft mean mufkeu, 

+ Pamphlets, the great engine of JacoBinifm. It is a great misfor- 
tune to this country that the poor have lately been taught to read.— 
Why fhould they read ? 

% Unlefs the Members of two venerable Aflemblies are meant here, 
I am at a lofs to knov7 what the meaning can be. 

§ An unbound volume is a ncwfpaper : — newfpapers, as my lively 
friend, the, late Sir John Hawkins, ufed to fay, arc never hound — until 
the end of the year. 

II Horrible treafonl Is any man fo ignorant as not to know 'what *s 
vohat f 

^ Evidently alluding to the number of members of the JUumin^s. 
f *♦ Caufe of caufes, without a motive, is flrange jargon. One would 
think it had a reference to the indtjendence of men in place, 

will' 
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win be neceffary to cut the cheefe more fairly, and thofe 
who have ends of candles mult be provided with/flv^- 
alls. Have you feen Hume's Hift or y\zXt\^}, He,pro- 
mifed to pay me a vifit, and bring Humphrey Clinker 
with him. Humphrey may be depended upon, but 
he made no figure among the pancakes^ and he will 
do us more good among the copper fauccpans. By 
fome induftry he has got together a cheji of drawers *, 
who may be ferviceable. He ought to be inftrudled 
to converfe with the red herrings t, and ufe fuch argu- 
ments as boiled lobjlcrs may be fuppofed to under- 
ftand. 

•* I know not how we came to fail in the Blue -coos 
School y. and I would not be for trying a fecond experi- 
ment for fome time. We have in this place a great 
number of men who have puddings at their elbows J, 
They muft be eaten, and vvho fo proper as the hungry 
for this purpofe ? As to I/cariot, I have no objeftion 
to his bargain for ihirfy pieces, but he muft not have 
them till the job is done, 

*' Conundrum Billy has been very filent of late, but 
ftill keeps a watch over us. He muft grin for this in 
a three pair of AsLirsroovn downward §. There feems 
among our party a want of wet blankets and exiin^ 
guijhers. The fpirit muft be kept up, otherwife we 
lofe our aim. Thofe who do not ufe knee-buckles || are 

not 



* My much-efteeraed friend, Mr. Reeves, affures me, that a chefi 
of draivers means a party provided ytiitiftoordsy which they draw out 
of the (heaths. 

f A very zealous and loyal publican has explained this. He fays 
that wh;;n his cuftomers wifli to relijh their beer, they call for ayo/- 
dier, alias a red herring. How the very bed things may be perverted ! 

% Every true friend to religion muft agree with Mr, Wilberforcc, 
that tl>e clergy are here threatened, whom wicked Jacobins denomi- 
nate pudding Jlee^es. 

§ A dungeon. The alluifion is plain and horrible. 

II Mr. Dundas has very kindly aflifted mc in deciphering this 
obfcure expreffion. Many of the Scotch dne^/a/is culotttis, which being 

inter* 
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sot mdielw/ij difpofed. The pettfewatf have xifwj and 
certain hcdds have proved harder than Jl9ms» This if^ 
well (o hv. We have long enough had fArs ; let n^ 
lUrthe fire. Do yon tvtr (et Hhrve/s MuBtatiws f 
He is very ineoniiderate, bat he nay be depended on i^ 
ever we (hould epin oyJUrs *• 

*^ There has been lately a great increafe ra theinim«» 
her of the feHows with imis on their mhi* Tant 
mUux f A large glafs and a fmall glafs nmy be filled^ 
but the larger will bold the mod. Da you remember 
ihe (lory in the Arabian Tales of the bluey grggn, and. 
trJ fiihes i When they weie put into the /aucipoMf, 
the Atul flew out of them» This is an sdnfiirable 
ilory. 1 thought GuthrieU Grammar would have dieA 
laughing. Viwtr^s Mridgm^nt'c^n never omtain him«- 
lelf when, he heart it. By the by^ a« he is no fa^- 
YDurite of yours or mine^ you will not te forty^ 40 heat 
timt he is on hxsJiiftligsX. 

^< TaniudUn has been at his villa» I hear^ with hi^ 
brother nightmifp^ He talks of refigning ^efaring^ 
inife; we'U take it from him. He has lately* clapt 
two jfiices of tread and tutier together, and expe^* 
they will pvodace tafegays to the end of time §. Hovr 



interpreted, is, that tbejr weur no breeches, and by c^niequential 
kiferencei, kiHt-huckln are unneceflkry. The rifmg of the petticoats i» 
tin indelicate a fubje^l for me to enter upon. 

* Opening oyfters, according^ ta the opinion* of John Giffbrd and^ 
John Bowles, fifquires, can mean nothing bur beginning their* fyf-^ 
lera, which muft be a maflacre, becaufe oyfters are opened with »• 
knife. Seep. 546 and 729 of their lafl works.. 

f Thi^ pftflage feems to fix the date of this tetter, or at leaft prettjr- 
neariy. It mull have been written fubfequent to the laie promotions- 
But there are anachronljms in it, purpofely contrived, as my learnedr 
friend. Sir John Mitford, thinks, to effefl an alibi. 

X It is evident t'nat nothing lefs than the definition of our laws \%. 
^e object of thefe wretches. 

§ My excellent friend, the Secretary of the Treafury, furmifcs that 
aiiriend of his is threatened here, a man of fo much wifdom, that he » 
has .been appointed to manaie five bujidred others- all as wife a& him- 
fclf^ 

littk 
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fettle do thefe people think they are fo netr thie.endof 
ik4r time ! I have fent both Junnmt and Perjiui to 
aintUgb^ufe on the hilU from whence there is. faid toi 
be a. profped of no lefs than twenty-two counties*. 
From ii^ however, we have a profped of a. grett 
oiany more counties* Let us only be firm^ uoitedy 
and watch every opportunity, and we (hall take fuffi^ 
cientcareof ^jfiiiit, ^uaiii^t, and^Mdtiietf, noC« 
vrithllanding they are gtoriousand immortal* Take* 
^ood care how you circulate your tbrtad-papenlp^ 
borne of them fell lately into the hands of the cumuh^ 
ion. This is wrong, becaufe they will get beforehand 
with us. When we have arachidxhc filbert j let them 
do their word. 

^^ In this place we are now about to choofe a yack* 
in^the-box^. It does not much fignify whom they 
choofe Bowels^ it is faid, will fine, becaufe we have 
driven him mad with laughing at him, and then we 
Hiall have Nofey* NaJ^y is the man Jor us, becacf*. he 
is fo much againft us. He vows to G— bis attach- 
ment to uifiibit^ ^UMlibtt^ and ^uodlibet — that 's all 
we want* Any two being given, the third may be 
found. The chafe begins foon, and then, hty for 
the fiag in Aeforeftt It's a very pretty fong, and 
we 11 fing it to fome tune. I wifh, by the by, that 



* Howatxmiinable! The^fellowtwill not flop at Hovnilow. 

•f, tmmemdn King^ Lords, and Commons. The manner in wfaioll 
they are iteiimd is nothing better thany^<m mag^ 

i Tiiead'fiafters. The worthy Secrettiy at W«i teUi-iiie that «hi 
logte it is not uncommon to take a part for the whole. Thua /Afvi»:N 
I^M^^«rr .aoB.put for pamphlets, of which they are only the coiinA£Upg 
materials. Jews and Contracts alfo frequently take 60.0170' /#i» 
t^a^.^ milead^of the whole, i. «. cemt,^er etnt, . 

§ My ingenious friend Mr. Alderman Curtis ha$ expl^Uied thi». 
very fully;. but 1 wave giving the expUmatioQ, as 1 refpea digpitiefw* 
Ha afltires me that .bo- has knoira fomt i^ n^ n^d kft&^fkUmt in thu^ 
fkM.boi;* 

wMSniM 
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kvindow-bUnds* and flops were oftener brought for- 
WardSy and to thefe might occafionally be added blacks 
firapf tatierSy and a long et cater a of fqueezed lemons, - 
There will be a plaguey want of fluff. Charity Ser- 
mons won't do again, and the cobweb over the aperture 
of the poor^s box was fo thin, as to be eafily feen 
through t; Longfhanks is trying the children of IJrael ; 
but they will not make bricks vi\\!^o\xXflraw., 
■ ^* Write to me as foon as you can. I fuppofe Co^ 
penhagen will foon be in town, and you may fend your 
letter by him, — Sanity and a HugX, 

" From yours, &c. &c. &c. 
** P. S. Do you obferve how ihej peel and roafl the 
potatoes in Ireland ?" 



PARAPHRASE 

ON A CERTAIN SPEECH AT THE SHAKSPEARE TAVERN, 

t)CTOBER THB lOTH, 1797. 

[From the True Briton.] 

ULL feventeen years, as I find by my notes, 
You have (hown your attachment and given me your 
votes; 
And nothing can prove you more virtuous and free, 
Or do you more honour, than voting for me. 
A condu£l like this, my good friends, never doubt it, 
Is better by far than all riches without it. 



F 



* This and other fubfequent phrafcs arc too obvious to require ' 
explanation. 

f A moft (hocking allufion to the voluntary loan. It is peculiar to 
bad men to inful! the unfortunate. 

X Sanity, fays Lord Belgrave, is derived from ^Mf, fignifying 
health. An eminent Law Lord, who is alfo a great Latin fcholar, de- 
rives it ^om Sanitas. In either cafe, however, the meaning is the 
lame. Hmg^ Mr. Juftice Bailer tells me, means in Cornwall /rtf/<rr«//y. 
80 that we have here rank Jacobinifm tranliated into EnglHhibr the 
?ilcft purpofes. 

• * H^4 On 
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00 various events I have had, I confefs, 

The applaufe of my country at large more or lefs ; 

But whate^a- was my conduA, ix^hate'cr was my ftation, 

You've been always confident in your approbation. 

You have been my ftaunch friends, you have witnefs'd m/ 

zeal: 
To you, my good friends, and your friends I appeal, 
Bow (leady and firm to my fyftem I *ve been — 
(BiLLT Pitt to get out, and myfelf to get in ;) {AJide,) 
For this I have laboured both early and late. 
And ail, be affur'd, for the good of the State. 

1 thought it enough, in my fpeeches before, 
To thank for paft favours and afk you for more. 
But to fay fomething elfe it may not be amifs, 
At a crius fo great and fo awful as this. 

In th' American war, when Lord North led us on, 

Till our money -was (pent and our powder was gone, 

When long and in vain he had fought with the foe, 

(A faithful oU friend* muft he partial^ you know,) 

And the Commons declared that all warfare Hiould ceafe^ 

•f- CompelPd by the votes, he agreed to make peace. 

But now things are changed ; for though ffty and more' 

All wilh to drive Pitt from the Treafiiry door, 

He proudly infills on the votes five to one ; 

The French will not treat, and the war it goes on. 

In utter contempt of the fenfe of the nation : 

Though what's their opinion, in my private flation, 

It is not for me to difcover, I own. 

And .the fenfe of the people to me is wiknown. 

Of old, when a Minifter's views were fufpecfted. 
Country Gentlemen rofe, and his plans were rejected. "" 
But now they continue to favour and court him ; 
And if truth mufi be fpoken, the People fupport him. 
Yet his crimes and his vices, which Sturt, you, and I, 
And fome more of our friends, can fo plainly defcry ; 
It fure cannot be that his virtues they prize, 
That Ills meafures are right, or his conduct is wife : 



* " When I make any terms with him, I will be fatisfied to be 
called the moft infamous of mankind !'* 
•f Partiality. 
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Wc have fworn they arc wrong, and we fwear the ftme ftill, 
Let the People and Parliament lay what they will. 
In numbers we ^re weak, but in judgment we 're ftrong r 
So we are all righ^ and the rejf are ad wrong. 

Would you know why the People ftould follow liko 
fiieep? 
There'sa^tor^, I *m told, and they *re all gone to deep. 
How elfe, when the Bank has thought proper of late 
To keep up their cafii (for the good of the State)— :f-^^<?J 
And money was fent (which the public thought right), 
Againi^ one common foe that the Emperor might fi|ht. 
How elfe, though to us the campaigns have been glorious, 
The Jndies fubdu'd^ and our Navy viftorious; 
Yet how, when the French have beat AuAria and Spain, 
Can the People have fufFer*d Will PiTTto remain ? 

I '11 tell you at once how the whole has been done; 
He has dos'd 'em with opium, as fure as a gun : 
Country Gentlemen too— as to them^ 1 'd a doubt ; 
But I 've iifited the point, and the fe<h-et is out. 
W hen-he thinks that, perhaps^ their opinions may waver, ^ 
He (Irengthens the mind and the vote by a favour; 
Contrives by a Peerage their fcruples to fmotifer. 
And quickly removes 'em from one Houfe to t' other. 
And how many fuch do you think I can ftate, 
Of the Peers he thought proper this week to create ? 
I boldly aver, that at lead there are three— 
And Jo the majority 's* gain'd— Q. E.D. 

Since this is the cafe—- fin^, thotrgh daily I fay 
They are ^ ia the wrong, they will (Hll have their way • 
And for all the fine fpeeches I make in the Houfe^ 
Not a convert h gain'd, and they care not a loufe ; 
Since for all mybt^ reas'ning they 've fKlI a reply, 
And agrotindlefs aflhtion Dundas calls a lie; 
And ao rational ground in our prefent condition. 
To fry truths can I find for the leafb oppofidon : 
. 2n future f , I '11 make all my fpeeches to you, 
Who will never reply— never doubt it is true, 
WJiitft!a J joay lay, or-wliatc'.fi£ J may do.. 



} 
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"f FkAcie fi acqueo fopcros AcbciODta morebo. 
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To you I may fpeak, whether nonfenfe or fi<ftiori, 
Without any fear of the leait contradiclion. 
Look to Scotland, my friends; by experience we find, 
It is there a fell tyrant firft opens his miii«i. 
I need not detail * what vou all of vou know; 
There Freedom, fair Freedom, is de.id long ago. 
With horror you Ve heard of the deeil at Tranent, 
And the truth far exceeds the reports that are fent, , 

(I need not explain that the mifchief arofe, 

Becaufe a vile rabble thought fit to oppofe 

An A6^ f that was made to defend all the coaft 

From a French, Jacobinical, mercilefs hoft ; 

And before any firing, it need not be faid, 

How many brave foldiers were knocked on the head.) 

The Lawyers, thofe (laves to the King and the Court, 
Are bafely determin*d, with zeal, to fupport 
Tlie old Conilitution, in State and in Chureh; 
And from thofe, who would wifli to leave both in the lurch. 
They transfer all the honours and profits of late, 
To luch as are friends of the Church and the State. 
And to prove their oppreflion, and fliow what they mean. 
The great Harry E r s k i n-e no more is their Dean : 
The great Harry Erskine — he *s Tom*s younger brother, 
And, if I *m told truly, he 's juft fiich another. 
Is this to be borne? But in Ireland, I hear, 
The whole is a plan of coercion and fear. 
There Freedom 's exiinguifiiM — for Pitt, he was trufted: 
I 'm afliir'd, even 'Gr at fa n himfelf is difgufttd. 
The timid, the gentle, the mild Mr. Gr attan, 
(Who, likeTne, condefcends on the Public to fatten ;.) (Apde.) 
For there if a peafant is abfent at night, 
His houfe is demolifli'd — and all out of fpite. 
Without any caufe or pretence of a reafon, 
(Except the fuppreffion of murder rvnd treafon ;) (A/iik.) 
And here the mme evils, you all may be fure, 
Without a boldjiroke^ you yourfeives mull endure : 



* Dolus verfatur in generalibus. 
t The Militia Aft. 
VOL. HI, D For, 
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For, alas! to how (ervile and bafe a condition 

We 're already reduc'd by the Bills of Sedition 1 

By which we are filebc'd^ and gagg*d like a flavc:: 

And if, the remains of our freraom to fave, 

We are peaceably urging the niob to jefent it, / 

An impertinent Juftice fteps in' to prevent it : 

Had the meeting thought fit to proceed any further, 

By refifiing the laws^ there had furely been murder, 

Tacrulh all your liberties, troops are employed ; 

Your freedom is gone^ and your rights are de(lroy*d^ 

Our mouths are all ilopp'd, and there 's nobody dares 

Even hrnt his opinion on public affairs. 

Not a man can fpeak freely, and all of you fee 

How thefe two cruel Bills are a curb upon me *. 

And foon will be follow 'd, if rightly I guefs. 

The Ipfs of our fpeech, by the lofs of the prefs : 

For to judge by the papers and pamphlets we readf 

A reflraint upon libels mufl foon be decreed. 

And then, what a preifure is laid on our backs. 

Of burden on burden, and tax upon tax ! 

For which not a foul can difcover a caufe, 

(Except the defence of ourfelves and our laws.) (JJide.) 

After feeing the ills of commotion and riot, 
Tiiere are {oxutfoolijh men, who love iafety and quiet* 
I am not one of thofe — and, in fhort, to be plain, 
A convulfion muft come, or a tyrant will reign. 
Of two evils, my friends, if you 're wife, choofe the lead— 
A tyrant 's a fcourge, and a flaVe is a beaH. 
You muft judge for youi-felves, to b« (laves or be free— • 
Some rifle t mujl be run, and fair Freedom for me. 
I '11 tell you my mind — 1 diflike innovation^ 
But a radical J, thorough^ complete reformation. 
On a fyftem quite «rzy, and the true rights of man. 
On that I 'm determin'd, rdift it who can : 
Though how to reform, -or what change may be bcft^ 
1 ftave never been able, I own, to fuggeft. 



* Vide this and all Mr. Fogi"^ Speeches at tave&ns, huftings, &c. 
t Whj^t is. Sedition? 
t What ii Innovatiou ? 
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As for King, Lords, and Commons, I 've no great obje^ion. 
When duly controird, xxndtrjiroper fubje^ion ; 
Provided Will Pitt lofe his place and his fame. 
Why I 've no great objedion to keeping the name. 

Wh^ the People can once to our fyftem be broiS|;ht, 
And by clubs, and by papers, and pamphlets be taught, 
Howe'er they mzyful themfelves haf^py zndfiree^ 
How wretched they are, and what (ikves they may be } 
And the fpirit of Freedom is rous'd from its bed, 
Let *em fend the glad fummoas, and I '11 be their head. 
Till then I retreat— not that bufinefs * is o'er. 
There was never a time when the Houfes had more ; 
When all who wi(h well and are friends to the State, 
By their duty were call'd to more urgent debate. 
But my\ prefence might favour an infinuation. 
That the Commons Sill care for the good of the nation. 
When regard to the Houfes no more fhould be ihown, 
But refort mufl be had to the People alone. 

ARisTirrus* 



LINES ADDRESSED TO THE HONOURABLE 

CHARLES JAMES FOX : 

OCCASIONED BT HIS SECESSION FROM PAILLIAMENT. 

[From the Morning Chronicle.] 

A S when, difgufted with his ufelefs toil, 
■^^ Th* induftrious fwain forfakes a barren foil, 
Yet frefh with vigour turns his careful hand 
Where thicker verdure waves along the land ; 
There builds his cot, and o'er the neighb'ring plains ' 
Begins his labours, and renews his pains: ^ 

We fee thee quit the walks of public life. 
The ftatefman's toil, and\fenatorial ftrife, 
For fcenes that fuit a thinking temper beft— 
The welcome friend, calm thought, and lively jeft ; 
Where tranquil (hades their filent fweets difplay, 
And folid pleafure fills the vern.il day. 

^ What is patriocifm ? f Si tu deferis nos^ pcnimus. 
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Yet there the land employs thy peniive hour, 
Thy country claims ihee, in the fecret bower; 
For though ambition of itfeff expire, 
And fame, an exile, from the heart retire, 
Yet there fome latent pang muft flill remain, 
Some fniall regret and momentary pain, 
While Britain finks, the Qiieen of States no more. 
And ruin ravages her filver fliore. 

There is a I'pirit in the breads of men, 
Which, once extin6i, can ne'er revive again ; 
A ftrength of foul, an ardent third of fame. 
That arms our country,' and exalts its name ; 
Whence heroes rife, and patriots take their ftand, 
And noble ^dions celebrate the land. 
This made, of old, th'-Helvetic bofom glow. 
Amid its hofls of foes, and mounts of fnow ; 
This urg'd the dull Batavian to be free, 
And fnatch a rifinj^ country from the fea. 
In latter days Col u m b r a own'd its force. 
And Gaul with this impell'd her mighty courfe; 
At bprh extremes of Europe learnt to fliine, 
And dretch*d her arms from Tiber to the Rhine. 
. This too in Britain, with refulgent rays, 
Shot forth the fplendour of our ancient days ; 
And hence our lift of rev'rend heroes fprings, 
Of manly ftatutes, and of humbled kings. 
This the fure rule thac marks a nation's ftate. 
The great barometer that tells its fate ; 
In rifing empires full of ardour glows. 
And all around a blaze of glory throws : 
But when the ftate, deprived of ftrength, declines, 
This fource of gen'rous deeds no longer fliines :— 
Then men perceive themfeives by flow degrees 
Luird una mean neglect and flavifti eafe ; 
The paified mind drags through its wretched years, 
The .willing \i£linrofits chiklifti fears ; 
The pa! riot echoes Truth's laft call in vain, 
And unoppos'd a thouiahd tyrants reign. 

T\^ci. he, whom Freedom's latent value charms, 
Wi;. (I manly breaft his country's welfare warms. 
Toils i.iifupported, with reiu<5tant pain, 
And falls iinnotic'd by the mafs of mea. 

Thus 
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Thus Brutus fell, in Rome's declining day ; 
Thus CicKRO and Cato pafsVl aA-ay ; 
Robb'd of its ancient nerve, the Roman heart 
Beheld its hen)es, one by one, depart ; 
Scarce heav*d a figh as to their graves they fped, 
And fweird the mournful number of the dead. — 
So lofl- our fpirit, fo decayM our fame, 
Our wretched land outlives its better name! 
Kot now oppreffion goads a Briton's breaft, 
He hugs the ferpent, and reclines to reft ; 
Heaps laws on la«'s, with litigative toil. 
But juftice' hand adds nothing to the pile ! 

Thus much to thee the prudent Mufe may fay- 
That Britain's empire feels a quick dtcay ; 
This little ifle, whofe fmall extent of land 
An eaftern prince would cover with his hand, 
For many an age upheld its fea-girt brow, 
And made the world before its pendant bow ; 
Its free-born peafants trod their native ground, 

And look'd defiance on the nations round ; 

In ev'ry breaft the country found a friend— 

For ev'ry man had fomething to defend : 

Ah ! now indifferent to all that comes, 

In other climes they look for fafer homes," 

Where life may pafs fecure from legal fpoil, 

And Virtue reap the produce ofits toil. 
Thus, with the manly glow of Liberty, 

Wealth, Honour, Happinefs together fly ! 

Some years, upon the credit of the paft, 

Our wealth may linger, and our ftrength may laft ; 

But, ftill decreed, the fatal day muft come, 

That fixes our irrevocable doom ; 

That lays in ruins all our ftately tow'rs, 

Low in the duft, the jeft of future pow'r§ ; 

A Carthage once the miftrefs of the fea, 

Or Sufa — fam'd for regal infamy, 

O'er whofe wild ruins and decay'd remains 

The penfive mind endures a thoufand pains, 

From whence the fage pourtrays th' hiftoric plan, 
- And paints the melancholy courfc of man. 

E'en then the -gentle bard of future days 

Shall give to thee a more than common praife ; 
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Thus (liall thy chamber adorn his page, 
And fliine ihe wonder of the future age, 

" When dates decay, and empires lofe their friendS| 
And their long lift of native worthies endb^* 
We often find fome fpiendid foul appear. 
Who (liines the laft, and brings up Honour's rear» 
Thus CAToditd, thus Tully fpoke in vain, 
The laft of Romans, and the firft of meti ; 
And thus, when Britain — once the proudcft ftate, 
That drew from commerce all which made it greaf^ 
Corrupted, ceas*d to market for mankind, 
And her trade varied, and her pow*r declined, 
Then Fox arofe, the (inking ft?te to fave, 
And-loird to fnatch his country from the grave. 
Born in the lap of luxury and powV, 
To (hine the butterfly of Failnon's hour. 
Yet Nature charmed him, with her mighty plan*** 
He burft his bonds, and ftarted into man. 
Though Vanity, unwilling to depart, 
Still hover'd round the confines of the heart. 
Though la;c in thought, and prodigal of taHe^ 
Truth, unexhaufted, ftiir fupplied the waAe* 
By flow degrees the follies left his mind, 
Tudement unlimited remained behind, 
Toferve mankind the uncontroird defire, 
The prophet*s prefcicnce, and the patriot's fire ! 
One tediuus war the friend of peace and man, 
In the fame caufe behold him rife agai^i ! 
When firm and free, regenerated Gaul, 
By all furrounded, Aill fubdu'd that all ; 
When from Vienna to the northern fea 
She fow'd the feeds of future liberty, 
And bade her arms on many a ftate recoil — 
Their kings her fubje^ts and their wealth her fpoil I'' 

Ah fruitlefs labour ! unrewarded pains ! 
Throughout the land a general torpor reigns ; 
WitK folded arms the lazy million iaw 
Expedience rife fuperior to law ; 
Difguiled at an age fo indolent. 
His latter days in private life were fpent. 
Where fmiling Nature join'd the bloom of Art, 
And fofter triumphs wam^'d the eafy heart ; 

With 
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With him retir'd the lingering hopes of men, 
And Senates met, untalk'd of and unfeen* 

Upon the whole, if Nature ever made 
A man defign'd to be a nation^s aid. 
This Briton, animate with mental force, 
Peferv'd the title and purfu'd the courfe ; 
The truths that live upon the heart fo long, 
The periods roiling rapid from the tongue, 
When urg'd b)rbim, men well-experienc*d taught 
A novel feeling and a new-born thought ; 
His mind rufh*d onward as he gave the rein. 
And compafs'd things before the reft of men ; 
Supplied the world, unhurt by the expenfe. 
The firfl in all the energies of fenfe* 
So, from the mounts ere day begins to dawn^ 
The youthful eaele foars to meet the m«rn ; 
He leaves his nelt, to feek the folar ray ; 
His fiafhing eyes emit a doubtful day ; 
Wide ein the air he floats with fplendid eef*. 
Or waves bis 'pinions, and the gales incjteafe ; 
But when th' etherial ocean teems with light,. ' 
The earth yet flumb'ring in the arms of night; 
This firft of birds enjoys the lucid flream. 
And feafts his vifion on the golden beam ; 
"Swift with the virgin morn be proudly flies, 
The monarch of the forefls and the ikies. 



LIBERTY AND HER LOVER ; 

A NOCTURNAL TALE. 
[From Le Semainiery a Paris Taper.] ^ 

rIBERTr, Sir, is the faireft of all the night-walk- 
•^ ing fair I ever met with fince the earth has turned 
round the fun. Have I retired peaceably to bed?— Thanks 
to the Beauty who has charmed my heart. Scarce have 
I clofed my eyes when I am fuddenly awaked by a 
neighbourly foldier with the amiable ^ivivef and I 
fay to myfelf that it is Liberty taking a walk. Am I 

P 4^ quietly 
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quietly feat^d on the bench before the door of my 
houfe ? — rl fee the travellers defcend to the neighbour- 
ing hotel : they wifh to reft themfelves, to fup, to 
ileep all pleafantly. But they muft before this pay 
a vifit to the magiftrates of the people, go and fee the 
bureaux, the commiifaries ; have their names infcribed 
at the houfes of thefe gentlemen, by the comniiiTary, 
by the juftice of peace. Liberty night and day is ex- 
quifitely polite. 

Have I fupped with fome friends ? am I, for ex- 
ample, on the territory belonging to the fe6lion of the 
Arcis ? — The attentive Liberty fatrolcy fcarcely re-^ 
collefting mc, preflTes me to enter the watch-houfe to 
converfe a few moments with her. I fay to her — • 
** My dear friend, I am old, my health is weak and 
delicate, I am dill far from home ; whatever pleafure 
1 may have iu feeing you, permit me to go to bed.** 
Liberty, always charming, always free, in a nafional 
habit, the epaulette of lieutenant on her fhoulder, co- 
vering, by an immcnfe waxed hat, a head of eighteen, 
infills on my going, feizing my card (which I never 
forget, becaufe it is the prettieft billet-doux my dear 
Z/^^rAK ever wrote me), feigning not to know me, in 
a fweet, tender, and fonorous voice, which Ihe knows 
very well how to affume when (he has fmoked a few- 
pipes, ^* What is your name ?*^ — *^ Mamma Liberty,^' 
fays I, •' you are mprry ; you have got my card; read 
it.*' — " Sentinel, do not let him pafs. It is a falfe 
card ; he does not remember the name that is written 
on it." 

•* My lamb, pardon me ; my name is Li Semainier ; 
it is the name you will find there.*' — ^** How old arc 
you ?" — '« My love, I am fifty.'* — " It is a cheat ; 
there is forty-eight on the card.'* — '* My charmer, I 
am not a cheat ; I am an honed man, who, when 
your generofity made me a prefent of this card, was 
two' years younger."-—*^ What department arc you 
of?" — *^ Sifter and friend, I am of Gironde.*' — 

" Taken 
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*^ Taken in the fa£l ! There *s Bee d'Ambes on the 
card."-:-** My dear love, it is not my fault if you 
have re-baptized my department. My dear Lihertyy 
will you return me my card, that I may go to bed ?" 
— " Prefently ; when the major's round is pafled.'* 
The major's round pafles. — Yes ; but I have not 
got my card. My charming Libertyy with her national 
habit, is herfelf gone to make the lieutenant's round, 
and leaves me at the watch-houfc, from whence I 
cannot ftir, becaufe I have ftill ten watch-Iioufes to 
pafs before I get home where Liberty will allow mc 
to repofe. 

In the interval day breaks ; and as the day fends the 
mice back to their holes, it alfo returns the cards to 
the pocket-books. ** As it is day, L believe I may 
return home." — ** You muft not pafs," fays the fen- 
tincl. ** But, my fvveet Libertyy* who was now a 
fentinel, ** you fee it is day.*' — '* That may be \ but 
did you not hear, fome hours ago, the Lieutenant fay, 
* Sentinel, do not let him pafs? — he has not retrafled 
< the order.' Wait until he returns." — <* Will he be 
back foon ?" — ** Perhaps fo. It is three hours fince 
he departed to make his round. Let us wait ;" and 1 
waited with fifteen fnoring Liberties on the camp bed» 
At fix the drummer arrives with the light. ** Drum- 
mer Liberty y where is Liberty Licutenan't ?" — ** The 
Lieutenant I he met fome friends. He is gone to 
breakfaft ^vlth them." — " When will he return ?"— 
** Who knows ? At nine- or ten o'clock ; at twelve,, 
perhaps, to change guard." I faid not a word ; bleff- 
td Liber tyi and waited — without ceafi ng to blcfs her ; 
eleven ftruck, and brought Liberty with ht r epaulettes 
and my card — My card ! no ! Liberty had loll it. At. 
length the door was opened, and here I am at home, 
with a card lefs, a night of the watch-houfe the more, 
and a good fit of the ague as reparation. So fair and 
good a thing is Liberty in the night. 
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ON THE TEMPER OF THfi PEOPLE OF 

FRANCE. 

{From the fame.] 

1 

T KNOW not whether it be an efFefl of the revolution, 
^ or a confcquence of the fatigue it has left behind, or 
"whether it be a featyre in the national chara6ier, but 
there reign amongft us an indifference, a thoughtlefl- 
nefs, an apathy abfolutely inconceivable. Nothing is 
capable of exciting intered, of raifing aftoniihment, 
or of awakening attention. From the courfe which 
things have taken, the French may fbon be compared 
to the wife man in the Scriptures, who is reprefented 
as prepared for every event. 

The Kingof Bambou had a minifter of underftand- 
ing, who lamented to his Majefty the thoughtleflTnefs 
of his fubjefts, The King of Bambou thought this 
no great defed in the ftate. ^* Doflor,** faid he to 
him, *' you ever delight to contemplate objedts in the 
gloomieft colours. Believe me, ThoughtlelFnefs is the 
fifter of Gaiety. We are ever ready to be merry in 
the abfence of unpleafant feelings.** — ** You think 
fo,*' replied tTie minifter ; ^* wiih all my heart.** 
Con verfing thus, they walked along the banks of the 
Ganges. A beggar, feated upon the fide of the river, 
afked them for charity. The minifter threw a piecis^ 
of money intb the beggar's hat ; there* was a hole in 
the hat, the piece of money^fell through, rolled along, 
dropped into the river, and^was loft. " It is gone,** 
faid the beggar. " What was it i** — "Apiece of 
copper." — ** Was that all ? the lofs then is no great 
^natter." The King and minifter continued their 
walk, while the King obferved, " See there now the 
advantage of thoughtleflTnefs.** Some hours after, as 
they returned, they again met with the beggar, who 
had never moved from the fpot. *• Beftow your charity 
on a poor man^'' faid he. TKe minifter pulled a 

ring 
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ring from his finger, and threw it into the hat. The 
hole was ftill in it, the ring fell through, rolled along, 
and was loft in the river. " Gone again,^' faid the. 
beggar. " What was it this time?'*— *< A trifle," 
anfwered the minifter. " A diamond worth two thou- 
fand rupees." — " Two thoufand rupees!*' faid the 
beggar, ** O ill-ftarr^ wretch ! O fatal thought- 
leflhefs ! Had I but mended that curfed hole when the 

piece of copper " He fprung up, plunged 

headlong into the Ganges, and was drowned. " See 
there,'* faid the minifter, " the faial confeqiiencc of 
thoughtleflnefs." 

We bear a ftrong refemblance to the King of Bam- 
bou's beggar ; but have a care of the ring worth two 
thoufand rupees ! In the courfe of this week the def- 
tiny of peace or of war is to be difcufted. Letourneur 
is to be our plenipotentiary ; but it is all one to us. 
The tempeftuous fitting of the Council of Five Hun»- 
dred on the 21ft aflumed a new afpeft, Bailleul fpokc 
on one fide, Gilbert Defmouliercs on the other; but 
it is all one to us. The hand-bills of.the terrorift 
f^arnfi abroad ; but it is all one to us. Lies circulate 
in abundance: the Emperor is poifoned. the King of ^ 
Pruflia is dead, the Pope is in the laft extremities, 
with twenty Jacobin extravagances of thfe fame de- 
fcription ; but it is all one to us^. Is the mutiny 
at Sheernefs appeafed ? Is the mutiny at Sheer- 
nefs renewed? Is Pitt difgraced ? Is Pitt ftill in 
the meridian of his power f It is all one to u&, A(k 
your acquaintance why Liffe has been chofen for the 
negotiation inftead of Paris, he will tell you that ices 
are now deteftable. Say to him, that you cannot guefs 
where the general congrefs is to be held, he will/tell ' 
you that there was nobody at t^ie Opera. Do you afk 
if he has feen the two laft numbers of Richer-Sere fey, 
Jie will tell you fome cock and bull ftory of a chariot^ 
a new coat, or a miftrefs ! If you obferve that the 
\sLW of divorce^ is about to be greatly modified, or re« 

p 6 pealed ; 
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pealed ; that next Sunday a very humane and politic 
meafure in favour of the priefts is to be brought for- 
ward, he will fcarce venture indeed to fay, It is all 
one to me ; but his eyes, his nofe, his neck, his bre^ft, 
his hands, his feet, his fnufF-box, and his opera-glafs 
will anfvver for^iim very plainly, It is all one to me. 
Such is public fpirit ! Such is the temper with which 
we view public affairs ! 

Parifians, give me the lie if you dare. Do not fay 
you have effeded a revolution ; fay you have been 
prefent at the fpeSacle of a revolution, and you will 
be right. This careleffhefs with which I reproach , 
you has never quitted you, and unfortunately will 
cling to you for ever. What was the burning of the 
Houfe de Reveillon in your eyes ? A fpedacle. The 
opening of the States General ? A fpedlacle. The 
taking of the Baftille ? A fpeftacle. Why did you 
unite with the Jacobins ? To enjoy a fpedacle.^ 
Why did you join the fe£lions ? In order to have a 
fpe£tacle. Why did you crowd the road to Ver failles 
on the 5th of Ofitober ? To fee the fpedlacle. What 
drew fo many people to Paris, when the King came t© 
that city ? The fpeftaclc. He fled, and then what a 
fpeftacle in the Aflerably ! He was brought back> 
and then, O what a fpeftacle on the Boulevards I His 
palace was illuminated — a fpeftacle ! It was fur- 
rounded on the 2oth of June^ — a fpeflacle ! He was 
dethroned on the 10th of Auguft — a grand fpeSacle ! 
In one^ day royalty was abolirtjed and the republic 
decreed ^ and then what prodigious joy ! what a mag- 
nificent fpcftacle ! Was this enough ? Were you 
glutted with fpeftacles ? No, indeed!' The 31ft of 
May s^rrived. Will you fay that you were the authors 
of the 31ft of May becaufe you were then in arms?. 
No, furely ; you took up your mufkets as a lady takes 
her fan to go to the play. The 31ft of May was a 
fpeftacle: twcniy-twa reprcfcntatives ^guillotined — a 

fpeflacle j 
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fpe(5acle ; feventy-five thrown into dungeons — a 
fpedacle ; 40,000 young children marched to the 
frontier — a fpe(ftacle ; thirteen months the fcafFold 
formed a fpedacle ; the 9th Therm idor a fpedtacle v 
the morning of the 13th V.ndemiaire a fuperb fpec- 
tacle ! How many fpedlacles miift I pafs unnoticed to 
(pare your bhiflies ! Alas! fuch were yoti when 
Clothaire the Second amufed you with pantomimes to 
withdra^w your attention from his folly, in allowing 
the overfeers of the parilh to ufurp his authority ; fuch 
were you when, under Charles the Sixth, you were 
alternately careffed by the Bourguignons, the d*Or- 
leans, the d'Armagnac, who, in gratitude, cut your 
throats; fuch were you when Turenne and Conde 
fought at the gate of St. Anthony, and when among 
thefe great men you admired only the Cardinal de 
Retz, becaufe he was an excellent comedian ! Such 
were you under the Revolution, fuch arc you at this 
day. Every night the, curtain drops before you; you 
applaud, you forget, you fall afleep — in the morning 
you begin anew. — O PariHans ! O Frenchmen ! a 
few (hades of difference excepted, and you are all alike. 
O Frenchmen, if to you every thing is fpedlacle, to 
me yoii are the mofl: inconceivable fpeclacle in nature^ 
Other nations think you fickle only in love, in drefs^ 
in amufements ; verily, verily, in every thing are you 
thoughtlefs^ fickle, and inconftant. 



ON MODERN ROUTS. 

[From ttte Morning Chronicle.] 
TO THE EDITOR. 

SPHERE are few articles in the public prints, which 
"*" afford me riiore amufement than thofe which re- 
late to High Lift.- « 'Tis from high life high 

chara£lers 
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chara^efsr arc drawn*;** and, from the prefent mode 
of giving rw/j, we have, I think, acquired a more ac- 
curate eft linatc of m^r/V than formerly, when the cha- 
raSer of 2l Lady of Fajhion depended on certain accom- 
jHtihments or virtues, about which no two people in 
the- world are agreed. 

But now,. Sir, when the prize of univerfal admira- 
tion, and all the honours of the higbeft ioriy are ad- 
judged to the fortunate fair-one who gives the moft 
crowded r^w^, we may truly be faid to eftimatc the 
merit of a Fine Lady upon mathematual pv'inc'iiphSf 
and decide upon her virtues from the rules of tnen^ 
Juration. It is not the capacity of the owner , but of 
the boufey which is the criterion of fafliion ; and 
friends are no longer determined by quah'fy but by 
qpianttty. 

Hence, if I were defirous to form an opinion of any 
Lady juft ftarted into high life, I would not, as for- 
irieriy, confult thofe who are neareft her perfon or who 
fupcrintended her education, nor thru ft myfelf into 
her confidential converfation ; but I would, in a plain 
and workmanlike manner, take the height, breadth, 
and length of her rpoms^ and calculate how many per- 
fons they are Capable of receiving on her nights, ' Per- 
haps, in a cafe of rivalry, I might apply to fome 
learned Member of the Committee on the Carrying 
Bill, to know to a nicety whether the flaves of Fajhion 
might not be content with as few fquare inches as thofe 
of Ttade, — By thus acquiring the dimtnfions of her 
Juite of roomSf the exadt place on the fcale of Faftiion 
which u^cry Lady ought to occupy is afcertained with 
the utmoft precifion. 

This mode, you will perceive, is of infinite fervice 
in adjufting the degree of refpeS to be paid to the 
givers of routs. — A Lady of 30 feet by 20 muft not 

• Pope, 

expe£l 
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expeA the fame attention as one of 50 by 35 ; and 
thofe who know how to meafure foUd contents will 
readily be able to diftinguith the etiquette due to per-* 
fons of different ferms, and know precifely what is 
owing to a f quart and what to an oblongs and wherein 
the bow in a femUircle ought to dtflFer from the refpe£fc 
paid to right angle t* 

Should any doubts yet remain to whom the palm oi 
£i(hionabI^ celebrity is due, we may call in another 
aid no lefs certain. If menfuration tails, we have the 
powers of arithmetic ; and the merit of a perfon of the 
baut ton may be adjufted, like a Parliamentary quef- 
tion> by wmbers. — Let the Houfe be counted, and 
compared with its rival, and the majority will always 
determine what may be left doubtful when eftimated 
according to ri/^/V calculation. 

Should any thing ftill be wanting to adjnfl points of 
rivalfliip — (hould the dimenflons of Mrs. A. and 
Mrs* 6. be the fame to an inch — and fhould numbers 
be nearly equal, the quantity of inconvenience crowded 
together may be taken into the account ; and this, I 
humbly propofe, might be afcertained with great cor- 
rednefs by having, a thermometer in the room — ihe 
degree of Fafhion to be confequently determined by 
that of heat. No Lady could have any pretenfions to 
even City gentility who did not raife her gucfls above 
temperate; and in the prefent inclement (osifon fummer 
beat would be no bad proof of tony bat a Barbadoes 
broil would certainly prove that—" all the world was 
there!" 

Thus it is. Sir, that in matters of fafhion, as well 
as in politics, we are getting into a mechanical train ; 
that all our virtues, accompli ihmentsr, and whatever 
are the fubjeds of admiration , are neither nr.ore nor 
lefs than the dimenjions of our houies; and that, , in 
fome cafes, the hammer of the Carpenter precedes that 
of the Aul^ioneer* I am^ Sir, yours, 

Oliver Old-style. 

ROUTS 
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ROUTS ve^Jus LIBRARIES. 

[From the fame.] 
MR. EDITOR, 

"IN common witKmany of your readers, I have beeri 
■ very much entertained with the little epigrammatic 
touches you have frequently given us on the fafhionablc 
manners of the day, and particularly on the routs of 
ladies of ton. A newfpaper is feldom better employed 
than in adverting to fuch matters ; but as juftice is not 
juftice, if it be not equals I hope you will permit mc 
to obferve, that there feldom appears a foible in one 
fex which has not fomething to correfpond with it in 
the other; and however different hooks may be from 
feople oi fajhioriy there is fomething in the conftru6lion 
of a modern library y which approaches very near to a 
modern rout. If there is an ambition among the ladies 
to have routs oi v\{\t6xs without friend/hip y the gentle- 
men are no lefs ambitious to be pofTelled of libraries 
which they do not nad. 

In neither cafe is any attention paid to intrinfic 
value, Vifitors are efteemcd for rank and equipage, as 
books are for binding and gilding; and there cannot 
be more refpecl fliown to Right Hoaourable friends 
in cut velvets and rich laces, than to books in Morocco 
katherwjth gilt leaves. As much affcHion is expedled 
from the one as infiruBion from the other; for no far- 
ther acquaintance is cuhivated, than with the external 
appearance of the vifitor, and tlie title*page of the 
volume. 

Now, -Sir, furcly the foibles of the fexes may be 
faid to approximate, when the heart of the one is 
entirely fet upon drcfs, and the other upon binding ; 
when the one acquires an eclat in the world from the 
labours of the taylor, the mantua-maker, and the 
jnilliner, and the other is indebted for literary fame 
to the printer, the hot-prelTer, and the book-binder. 

Both 
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Both are guided by Fafhion, wliofe omnipotence hath 
declared^ that the fpirit of fociety lies entirely in multi- 
tudey and all the ufe of a library in the fplcndours of 
gold leaf, wire-wove paper, and Morocco leather. 
It is not of more confeqnence for a Lady to be intro- 
duced by a Foreign Ambaflador, than for a claflic to be 
bound by Roger Payne. The name of the ambafla- 
dor and. of the bookbinder is a fufficient paflport to 
refpeft ; and no one inquires if the Lady be a woman 
of charafler, and no one fcniples the merit of an author 
who makes his entree ** fplendidly bound in green mo- 
rocco, gilt leaves." 

And, Sir, let me obferve, that all the gradations of 

rank are obferved in our libraries as well as in our 

, routs. As it would be equally vulgar to try our friends 

;»Rto readout books (both being intended for (how, and 

to get a name in the world), it is highly proper that 

fuch ideas of fubordination ihould prevail, as ferve in 

the arrangements of the ball-room by a mafter of the 

ceremonies. Nothing under the rank of Cor. Ruff.Ju^ 

^perb^ cQmpaSf, can claim any rank. Calf extra may do 

for the city, but will not be received into the politer 

circles' of Cor. Maurltan, lin, rubrisj foL deaurat. 

And as Xo plain calfy if Homer, Virgil, Milion, or 

Shakfpeare, were to appear in fuch dreffes, they 

would be turned over to the houfekeeper*s room as 

poor relations ! 

From RuJJia Uathery which, like Baronets^ daughters % 
IS the lowelt on the fcale of precedency, we rife to 
Morocco, redy bluc^ and ^r^^«, correfponding to the 
orders of Knighthood, and in equal eftimation. Xet 
even among them there are gradations : marble leavts 
muft not pretend to rank with gilt^ nor muft ^//^ leaves 
prefumc too much in the prefence of Etrufcan orna- 
ments. H igher than either of thefe are a clafs efteemed 
for their gigantic fize. Thefe are the large paper 
quality, who, like perfons of illuftiious rank, are ex- 
tremely 
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tremely fcarcc^ and confequently extremely valuable* 
It is not of more confequence to have the princes of 
the blopd at one's rout, than to be able to exhibit a flielf 
or two of the Chart, max. Jphndidiy bounds gilt leaves^ 
smd go/d borders ; beyond wiiich borders^ the proprietor 
'lumfelf feldom attempts to pafs. 

There is yetoneftcp higher, which^Iike our fcaleof 
nnks in the flate,. approaches to monarchy. This ts 
•the pofleflion of a work, not becaufe it is of intrinftc 
-value, becatifeit is much read, or worth reading, but 
becaufe it is unique — not another copy in the kingdom I' 
This of courte takes precedence of all others ; and 
ihould another appear, every connoiflfeur in outfides is 
up in arms; and unlefs the intruder is able to make out 
« good ca^, and prove hfs hereditary right, he is- 
deemed a pretender ^ andtreatedaccordingly. A little b«» 
iow the uniques rapk a clafs well known Iby the titles ^f 
tfari/f. and " nvt mentioned by Jmes.** Tnere are cer- 
tain magical words, as Caxten^ fVynhin de fVorde^ Ri^ 
4hard Ptnfony &c. on thefirft orlafi leaf of thefe bodks,. 
'Which are faid to have fo much virtue in them,, as not' 
to render itneceflkry to read any farther.- 

I might fpecify fome other ranks and gradations^ ars^ 
the MSS. which have often the fingulkr merirof being, 
valued highly becaufe they are illegible : but I have ad^ 
vanced enough to convince the ladies, that we ar^* 
nearly as wife in our (ele6);ion of books as they are in 
their choice of company ; that there is a clofe refem- 
blance between the eclat of a rout and that of a library l, 
and that the fame which in the one cafe is derived from 
fplendid furniture, *fuperb hangings, and coloured 
lamps mod taftefully difplayed, is in the other derived 
from rich bindings, gilded leaves, and variegated 
leather; nor let them be aihamed of produdtions of 
the hotr-houfe while we owe fo much of our chara£ler 
for taftc to the hot-preffer. 

fam^Sir, yourhumble fervant,. 

Second-hand, neat. 

ADVICE 
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ADVIOE TO THE EDITOR OF A NEWSPAPBIU 

[From a Paris Joamal.] 

AT laft) my dear friend, you have commenced 
^^. Journaiin. Your profptRus is admirable ! Men 
who manufadure journals are like thofe who make re- 
^volutions; they always promife wonders* I hope that 
you will keep your word. The following advices 
point out the means of yuur obtaining reputation. 

ift. Furnifli yourfelf with a pair of good fciflars^ 
for fciflars are ^ffentially necelTary for the editing of a 
Journal. It is by the afliftance of this ufeful inftru* 
ment that you cut up the other papers, and transfer 
the quintefience of them into yours. When Horace 
faid Sapefijlum vertas^ he* meant to fay. Often ufe your 
Jcijfars. 

2d. Jf you -take in a Journal which has the misfor- 
tune of having hut a fmall circulation, copy from it 
<€very day two or thr^e columns. It will no more be 
noticed than if you had robbed a man in a wood. Ne- 
ver quote a Journal except you find in it articles which, 
•can legipofe it. Thofe who permit themfelves to d^ 
nounce e Journal, are in this cafe in a Gmilar fituation 
with thofe of whom Mercier fpeaks, who fet fire to a 
Jioufe after having robbed it, no doubt with a view to 
diftrad the attention of the police. You fhould alfo 
make arrangements with fome perfons employed about 
the Poft^i-office, as has already been done, fo that the^ 
(hall bum the other Journals, and fend you .the afhes 
of them. But the bed plan and the fureft which you. 
caiv take^ in my opinion, is, to get feals placed on t<he 
prefles of your rivals, and to procure an order for get- 
ting their impreffions arrefted at the Poft-office. Af- 
ter this do not fail immediately to fend your Paper to 
fhofe who receive and diftribute the profcribed Jour- 
nals. 

3d. When the couriers are late in arriving, let 

your 
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.your imagination fiipply their place. Do not trouble 
yourfelf loo much about getting correfpondents. 
There is a receipt for the n^anufadure of news as 
•well as for the manufadure of Champaign. For ex- 
arnple : make the PrulTians march acrofs Bavaria^ ef- 
tablifti their Marflial in lodgings, and go on to prepare 
cantonments for them upon the banks of the Neva, But 
what do I fee ? You are felting the French and Auf- 
trians at loggerheads. — Courage, valorous writer!-*- 
Do not fpare the efFufion of blood! The number of 
your imprefSons will foon be equal to the number of 
the dead. 

4th. Diplomacy ought alfo to employ your talents. 
Give vaft importance to trifles, and fpeak myfterioufly 
of what all the world knows. The following are 
fome fragments colle6tcd from the beft Papers, and 
•which will ferve you for models: ** Letters from 
Vienna of the 6th of December (it is a Journalift who 
fpeaks) give us pofitive information that the Baron 
jD. T. is gone for a fliort time to his country~houfe» 
•Letters of a later date do not rncntion his return."— 
^^ We hear from London that Mr. Pitt rode through 
the Park of St. James's in a curricle — this has given 
rife to many conjeftures refpedling the prefent (late of 
Europe." — <* The London Papers fay, that my Lady 
Mayorefs of London, with all her family, drank to the 
fuccefs of the Briti(h Navy out at the window. The 
firft courier will bring us certain information whether 
the goblet was of gold or filver." — ** Every thing was 
inftatu quo at Madrid when the courier departed ; only 
fome letters mention that the Queen wore a green 
robe; but this news requires confirmation." — ** A 
private letter from Augjbourg fays, that Field-marftial 
Suwarrow has not been fhaved for eight days, which 
makes the Profelfor of Gottingen fear that the war will 
lecommence with greater vigour next fpring." 

When details of fads arc exhaufted, you (hould 

plunge 
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plunge into the grand chapter of conjeQures. After 
having told what has been done, you Ihould fay what 
ought to be done, though you may fcldoni know any 
thing either of the one or the other. If you are igno- 
rant of what is now pafTing, rival the Ahnanack of 
Liege J dive into futurity, and make predidions refpeft- 
iiig to-morro\v. Furnifli yourfclf with the key of 
every Cabinet; penetrate, in thought, into the ante- 
chamber of Minifters, and fpeak of vifits made to an 
Ambaffador in the duflc of the evening, and repeat what 
is faid to a Deputy after dinner ; reveal a fccret which 
has efcaped from a Counfellor of State, and fpeak of 
fteps taken to proture an employment. Above all^ put 
words in the mouth of a man who has never fpoken. 
Repeat the fp'eeches of Buonaparte upon red flippers, 
give an account of the leaft nod of the head which he 
gives at the Luxembourgh ; if any perfon of import- 
ance whifpers to another, let his whifper be repeated 
in your Journal ; above all, do not forget little anec- 
dotes, and that the gallant fon of Maia fhould commu- 
nicate to you the mefTages which he carries from the 
gods to humble mortals. 

. 5th. Accuftom yourfelf to praife with liberality. 
La Bridyere has faid that praife v\ ould be received from 
all quarters. The world now refembles a fair : inftead 
of going there with money, flattery ought to be carried 
to.it. It is pjarticularly neceflary to have the meafure of 
other people's vanity or felf»love. It is not fufficient 
merely to flatter men, you mud flatter them in the man- 
ner which will be acceptable to their tafte ; and it is 
not enough that you attribute merit to them, you muft 
be layifli in afcribing to them that which they think 
they poflefs. 

6lh. If you take a whim of criticifing upon, any 
law, delay the exercife of your courageous talent till 
it is repealed. You can take upon this fubje6l for 
models the charming authors of the Vaudeville* Make 

a moft 



f» A1>TiCB TO TH^ BOITOft. OT A NEWSFAFER. 

s inoft pompotis euiogium on a conftitution when it is 
eftabliflied; when it is no more, inform the world 
that it was nothing but a rhapfody^ If you have 
fpoken freely of a man in place, have patience 
till he is dead or difgraced ; then you fliould 
' apoftrophize him, coniparing him to the famous 
tyrants of antiquity. You will thus cover your 
boldnefs under the maik of learning. If you wiih' 
to fpeak of fome of the authors of our misfortunes, 
fpeafc only of Baron Capet, from whom you have 
nothing more to hope or to fear. If you wifli to 
fiibjedl to the public indignation fome of thofe men 
who have applauded by turns the extravagancies of 
every party, and who have never appeared before the 
tyrants without a cenfer in their hands, you may with 
impunity .fpeak of Bertrand Barrere^ for all parties 
have given him up. You are alfo at liberty to fay what 
you pleafe of Maximilian Robefpierre ; but for Hea- 
ven's fake, be cautious when you fpeak of the men 
vfho furrounded him. In a word, you may ufe full 
liberty with thofe who are dead, or who have not been 
cunning enough to retain any credit ; but with regard 
to all others, my dear Journalift, you muft be fatisfied 
to behold them with the fame eyes that fortune does. 

7th. When you have but little news you can criticife 
a new play which you have never feen* Say that it is 
bad, you are aImo(t fure to be right. If you have almoft 
nothing to put in your Journal, infert fome verfes 
"Which nobody reads, give leflbns on morality from 
•which nobody will profit* If youliave in faift nothings 
announce books for fale, pufF the great men of the day, 
and propofe candidates in the ifyle of the hand-bills 
iwhich announce apartments to be let. 

If you fellow my counfels. Fame will open to you 
her temple. Fortune v\ill be prodigal of her favours ; 
but remember, in manufa£turing your Journal, that it 
is a perilous buflnefs ; that it begins in^rifdn^ and* 
commonly ends at Sinamarj* Be prudent \ and change, 

according 
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according to circumftaacest your ftyle^ and e^eciallf 
your lodgings. God prcTerve you in a good under* 
ilauding with the public and your cuftomers! 



B 



THEATRICAL SCALE OF BIeRIT. 

[Ftom the Miming Chioaicle.] 
^R. EDITOB, 

>£ING very much attached to theatrical amufe- 
ments, and at the fame time inclined to regulate 
4nf judgment by the o|)inions of the bed critics, fcili^ 
xetj thofe of the newfpapers, I am often extremely 
puzzled m the laborious operation of making up my 
mind by the indefinite-— I was going to fay almoft un« 
rjnteUigible — terms made ufe of by the aforefaid judges* 
]t appears to me to be faying next to nothing, when 
they fay that fuch a performer is capita^ another /»/>- 
rior^ that one has outdone his ufual outdoings^ and that 
another has outdone the outdoings of every body elfe. 
Such phrafes, being fo many degrees of comparifon» 
dconvey no informarion, becaufe they are comparifons 
with a fomethlng in the author^s head, which he does 
not ftate in plain terms. 

Complaining the other day of thefe difTiculties to my 
worthy friend Jonathan Lloyds^ Efq. of the Stock Ex^ 
^hang€i he put me upon a fcheme which I think worth 
communicating to you, and 1 hope foon to fee it 
adopted, as the only infallible way to render driimatic 
cr'vticifm explicit and intelligible. I (hall give it as 
nearly as poffible in the words of my friend, who is 
one of the molt precife men in the world. 

** Your complaint, my dear Dangle, is ftrifllyjuft; 
but fo it ever will be, unlefs critics and fpeakers in ge« 
ncral on all fubje£ls, will confent to adopt the terms 
of the confolidated funds. At our houfe no man is at a 
lofs to comprehend another. Were one of us to fay, 

that 
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thzt ommum had rifen cof/ficierai/y in the courfe of the 
day> he would be laughed at as an incorrigible block- 
head, and nobody would underfLuid him ; but when 
he fays, it left off at n^, it is plain how the cafe ftands. 
Now, my dear friend,*. let thefe critics only adopt our 
fcale, and you^will find the merits of a play or player 
will be placed on the mod diftinft and intelligible 
ground. For example, inilead of reprefenting the 
progrefs of a performer by the vulgar degrees of 
comparifpn^ goody better, bejl^ fay at once, that ^uick 
began at 581, and left off at 65^ ; that the critics did 
Murray for the opening at 61, but that herofe before 
the curtain dropped to 67I ; that another performer, 
by various reports from the country, had been raifed 
to 70, but that he fell in one day no lefs than eight 
per cent* ; that a comedy had begun at 62^, fluftuated 
very much in the courfe of the evening, and left off 
at 50. You fee, my dear Dangle, how plain all this 
is. You might, likewife, confider a manager who 
announces, by extravagant puflBng, a new piece, as a 
beary who pretends to fell what he is not poffeffed of, 
and is obliged frequently to waddle out at a great lofs, 
his delightful comedy at 70 being often reduced as low 
as a farce of 49. Kotzebue — all the world, you 
know, are hulls of Kotzebue ; he, I fay, as we have 
nothing to give in return, may be deemed a fpecies 
of Imperial loan, and done accordingly. V^iewing 
matters in this light, I flatter myfelf that I have a 
more correfl; idea of dramatic merit than the moft en- 
lightened of ouj critics, and am often enabled to de- 
te£lfalfe accounts. I have frequently been told of a 
performer rifmg wonderfully, when to my certain 
knowledge he never got beyond 52^, and very few 
clappers at that. There are fome very venturefome f 
fellows among them, who afFedl to have large concerns^ 
and yet, egad ! are feldom able to pay the firjl injial-^ 
ment. Dramatic dealers in nominal Jiock are not 

quite 
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quite fo lucky as with us — ^But let that pafs — This is 
my way of judging plays and players, and I know no 
other fo . correft. Were it once introduced, wc 
ihould underftand one another better. It is nonfenfe 
to talk of riGng and falling. There is no riflng anl 
falling hut at the Stock Exchange that can be clearly 
underftood. When I am told that Kemble rofe two 
per cent, in the fourth aft of Hamlet, I know diredSy 
what is meant, as he left off at 79I, in Tc be 9r nst 
to be. But fome adors, I am forry to fay it, manage 
their (lock fo badly, that in the courfe of a felafoa 
th6y don't vary an eighth per cent, and generally leave 
off j;ifl where they began* I have only to add, that 
this ratio would be of great fervice, at the end of a 
feafoQy to the holders of tickets ^ which I have oftea 
feen hawked about the Garden, at a lofs of ten or 
twelve />/r centJ*^ 

My friend Jonathan having explained his fcheme (o 
particularly, I do not think it necefTary to add any 
comments of my own, but fubmit it to the better 
judgment of your readers, and am. Sir, 

Yours fincerely. 

Dangle. 
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MUSICAL CONVENIENCES. 

[From the Times.] 

HAT a mufical age we live in, Mr. Editor I 
Every individual is now z, performer^ and every 
family a band \ and the proprietors of the mufic-ihops, 
as in duty bound, omit no opportunity to increafe the 
prevailing rage. . Going over a mufical warehoufe the 
other day, the .property of my ingenious friend Mr. 
Sonatino Humftrumy inftrument-maker and mufic-fel- 
ler, I was furprifed to fee fo many fide-boards, com- 
xnodes, and dreiling-tables. << Blefs me V* faid I, 
VOL. III. s ^<fricr,d 
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**> friend Humftrum, how is this? Is the mufic trade 
fallen offy and jdo you4ake.up the trade of a cabinet-, 
maker?" 

** Good! good!** anfwered my friend, laughing 
heartily:^* what! are you taken in too? Cabinet- 
maker, indeed! that's a good joke. Why, man, 
thefe are all piano-fortes in the Aape of fide-boards, 
drefling^tables, and To forth, for the .convenience of 
fmall rooms.** 

^'Ihdeed!'; 

** Indeed ! now can any thing be more convenient ? 
For. you muft know that we in the city are fo fond of 
giving concerts, that want of room is never con fidered 
as any objediion ; our mufic-rooms are no bigger than 
clofets, and you would fuppofe the b^nJ and the au- 
dience, placed by a dever/>^7^i^r, rajher than a matter 
of ceremonies. 'Now, you perceive, as people muft 
have fide-boards and drefling- tables, and fo forth, I 
have contrived to mdikc pitinos of them.'* 

*^ 'A very pretty contrivance, indeed, Mr. Hum- 
drum ! and yet I am fa much of the old-fafhioned 
way of thinking, that I fliouid not like to be taken in 
fo. When I go to a fide-board for a bottle of wine^ 
or a plate of cakes, I (hould not like to be put off with 
•an old fong. Your Jingingjicfe-loards vnsiy h^iwe very 
pretty tdnes, but give me the jingling of glafTes, Mat- 
ter Humftrum." 

<^ Ah ! you are a wag, Matter Squarctoes : but look 
here ; what do you think that is r" 

*< I am afraid to fay, lefl; I betray my ignorance." 

*« Why then I '11 tell you. That is a fort of piano 
(.which may be carried about, and played in a coach." 

" In a coach ! — Wiry, who the wants to play 

in a coach ? An't'it enough to have our ears ftunned 
with would-be players, but you muft frighten the 
horfes too ? ' Played in a coach ! Well, that is a 
good joke* What ! I Tupjpofe when one takes a long 

ihilling's- 
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fliilting^s- worth you may play prejlijftmo infidc, while 
the coachman is at the old-fa(hioned andante^ or a&- 
of-parliament trot, five miles an hour." 

•* But here are greater improvements yet, Mafter 
Squaretoes, which I (hall announce to the world as 
fooh as I have made a fufficient quantity for the public 
dem^d, which I know will be immenfe — Look here; 
what do you take that to be ?'* 

^^ W hy, according to my eyes, it (hould be a 
fofa.*' 

*• And fo it is, an organized grand piano forte f of a ; 
that is the proper name, for here you fee" { lifting up 
the cover) *» is the inftrumcnt, which may be played 
by a fick perfon." 

** A fick perfon — O ! that is a choice contrivance — 
What ! J fuppofe you have got fomc piano pillows and 
muftcal bolJUrs too, ch ! for the bid-ridden Cogna^ 
fctntir 

" I have fome thoughts of that, too — but look you 
here, another inftrument for the bed-room " 

** Ay ! and a very proper one, and a very old one, 
too—^oiieof Bramah'ff. -an' t it?'* 

** Something upon the fame plan ; but look here — '* 

" Aftonifliing! -What, have you got mufic there 
too ? Well, I have heard of whiltling to horfes — ** 

.** Hold your profane tongue — do but iiften — (plays) 
Tink, tink, a tink, a tink, &c. &c. Can you play 
at all?" 

** Not in that way, thank you — and fo good 
morning, my very ingenious friend" — and good bye to 
j^ouy Mr. Editor* 

Humphrey Squaretoks. 
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HOW TO RETRENCH. 

' [From the Morning Chronicle] 

MR. EDITOR, 

TT is difficult to be heard amidft the din of public 
"■• clamout ; and therefore, as I was hi fled down at our 
pari(h meeting, I have taken the liberty to fend to 
you the fubftance of what I intended to have fpoken. 

Without, Sir, entering on the queftion of modifi^ 
cation of Mr. Pitt*s bill, or confidering how far it 
may be rendered more palatable, ,1 fhall only fay that 
I am fully convinced it is in the pobreft perfdn'« 
power to pay the triple taxes propofed, merely by a 
retrenchment of his prefent expenditure. And al- 
though I could prove that fuch a retrenchment ought 
to be extended to many articles, fuch 2iS furniture.^ 
tlrefsy %£fc, i^t. yet I (hall confine myfelf to one only^ 
namely, diet. 

I ftall confider this, as it is fubdivided into two 
parts, eating and drinking^ and Ihall prove that there 
can fcarcely be any perfon who has it not in his 
power to fave as much in thofe two articles as will be 
quite fufficient to fatisfy the triple-tax-gatherer. 

And firft. Sir, of drinking, which I place up- 
permoft becaufe I know it has long been uppcrmoft 
with our wife and virtuous Minifters; I hold it to be 
an incontrovertible maxirn, xh2i\. water xs the only fluid 
that ever ought to pafs down the throat of man^ 
Every phyfici an and philofopher will agree with me in 
this, and alfo, that, if water were the only beverage, 
•more than half of the difeafes which depopulate the 
earthy or make the live's of men miferable, would 
not be know***. Now, then. Sir, only confider that 
•by taking to water only we fave the expenfe of beer, 
ilrong and fmall, all wines and fpirits. I leave you 
to judge what the amount of this would be per annum*, 
fOiA £[roceed» 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, to eating. H^r- I am zin'/i I '-i^^ 
Rave fewer pcrfons to agree w.rh rr;t: than .* '^r. I :t- 
commended the water I'vi^cm: bit :'':e fuojcct i .: 
more importance, ar.d I am not atri»i : j er.i:cu:.:e: :-.c 
prejudices of the appetite. 

It is certain that the appetite was given fir "'.5 =y-:- 
riihmcnt and (Irength o^ the body, ar.d that I^^ Ti-.v 
centuries, men, witli ver} few cxcipt.ors tjck r j 
more than was abfoluteljr necelTary for thar ^i*rpvie. 
In procefs of time, however, TTi^r.czi ^c^^r.e fared 
flrangely. CorpsratiGns ar.d cahlneti fr.irc^iiiced :ir.- 
ners, where the indulgence of the a j;rt :c wa» ra-**r 
a queftion of power than of nsctjp,*, 1 «tte ha. i .r.- 
creafed, arc increafing, and cii^ii: to I/< dimici.?. :-:. 
We have long loft the ftanda.d ot r.i: jre : »c i'.a.e 
long ceafed to demand what {he v^inn y \zi how ap- 
plicable to a meai are thofe be&uiiful :ir«es ot tr.« 
poet 

" Man wants but /////er hfre below. 
Nor wants that little Ung." 

Now, Sir, as it is mjr purpofe to recall year reaJ:rs 
and the public at large to what I account the [.pri- 
mitive and natural way of gratifying the appe* 'e, 
permit' me to fay how happy I am that we are r.ot dc- 
piived of the knowledge of this way, that it is fre- 
quently mentioned in books, and has freqiienrly been 
exemplified in the lives of fome perfons, even of 
diftin£Uon, among us. If we wi(h to know exacl.y 
what nature demands^ and no msre^ have we not the 
example of Mifs Elizabeth Canning, a yoitng 
lady of great notoriety, who lived a whole month on 
a gallon of water and a few mouldy cruils r IIa\c 
we not the more recent inftances of an Elwj,s, a 
Dancer, a Tatlor, and many others, men who 
lived to great age, and yet at lefs expcnfe than the 
meaneft pauper in a workhoufe r And (hail we, af- 
-* 13 ter 
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tcr the confideration of thefe examples, hefitafe in 
facrificing the fuperfluities of our table, to preferve 
our property and our religion? Granting that th'rs 
were difficult, mortification is a religious duty, and 
how can religion be better preferved than by its own 
duties? ' 

Befides this, Sir, let any one ftudy the hiftory of 
fljlpwrecks and inftances of famine y and he will fee 
how many articles may be uted as food, which we 
now rcjed, or throw away. Need I inftance rats, 
mice, and old* (hoes — nay, dead bodies ? for I neetl 
not tell you that a city in a ftate of famine prefcnts 
il\e idea of a fort of tontine^ of which the furvivors, 
as in all other tontiYies, have the benefit. Thefe ex-^ 
amples. Sir, will ferve to ihow, that, inftead of our 
having retrenched our expenfesij/rr^z//^, in confequence 
of the paji demands of the Minifter, we arie in faA 
but beginning. Our rejources are pofitively untouch^ 
in this way, which I am fure the Minitter ncieans^ 
when he fays they are tmtouched ; any other way he 
can have no meaning at all. 

When I mentioned the inftance of a city fufFering 
famine, I alluded, at the fame time, to its being 
bejiegedy and the^ com pari fon comes pat to our cafe. 
Our conjiitution is bcfieged, our property is befieged, 
our f octal order is bieiieged, and our religion is be- 
fieged. Until the fiege is raifed we can have no more 
provifions. The Governor, therefore, as all gover- 
nors do in fuch cafes, refolves to put us on Jhort aU 
lowance^ hoping that our provifions will laji our time. 
Here is the whole' myftery which occafions the pre-' 
fent clamour, and wliich would occafion much lefs 
clamour, if we would ftudy fome of the inftances of 
famine found in books, or in gaols ^ and accommo- 
date our eating expenfes accordingly. 

I have now, I hope, Sir, convinced you that by 
reducing ourfelves to, fuppofe twopennyworth of pro- . 

vifions 
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viHons^/r day, we iTiallfoon accumulate a fum fuffi- 
cient io pay the triple affelTment and alJ other taxes. 
You mgy, perhaps j think this a worfe plan than the 
Minifter's ; you may fuppofe twopenny worth of food 
pr day is not fufficient. Hark ye, Sir, the difference 
is this ; a man tmiy exiji upon my plan, but he muft 
Jiarvt w^m the other. 

I- am, Sir, yours, 

CONTENTUS PaRVO. 



I 
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. . [From the True Briton.] 

c 1 T I z F. N , Head quarters^ C , Floreal i ^ . 

HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that this 
morning, at half pad eight, i made an alerte, and 
by a mafterly movement readied the General's before 
the drum had beat to breakfaft. After driving in his 
advanced pofts, forcing the Hall, and ftorming the 
ftaircafe, I commenced a well-dire6led attack upon 
the library, where the breakfaft forage wa^ depohted. 
After a fpirited defence by Marflial Jowler and Gene- 
ral Pornpey, who had been commiflioned to ad during 
the abfence of the commander in chief, I carried the 
place cane in hand. It is with incredible fatisfadion 
I inform you, that in lefs than eleven minutes I was in 
poifeffion of five plates of muffins, fifteen buttered 
buns, four-and-twenty crumpets, three pyramids of 
dry toaft, fix manchets (three of them not rafped), a 
hot cake, feveral canifters of fugar (as per margin), 
two fixpenny loaves, a white and a brown one, toge- 
ther with various other ftores. I then fecured the mi- 
litary. (lea^ cheft, fpiked three eggs, aftqr firft unload- 
ing them, feized the Coffee redoubt, and made a con- 

E 4 fiderab!« 
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fiderable impreflion on Fort Chocolate. All this' was 
eflfeftcd without the lofs of a fingle tooth ; and I feel 
much pleafure in being able to fay that my ftomach 
and bowels are iji excellent health and fpirits. I am 
under infinite obligations to Lieutenant-general Foot 
and Colonel Leg, whofe eminent exertions on this 
and other occafions demand my warmeft gratitude ; 
they were particularly ferviceable to me during the 

rapid march I made from C . I alfo beg leave to 

recommend to your notice two very deferving officers, 
Major Foretooth and Captain Grinder, but for whofe 
penetration an'd unremitted exertions in the laborious 
poft they occupied,.! ihould have bc^n ill able to ac- 
complilh this undertaking: nor ought I to pafs over 
' in filence the adlivity and intrepidity of Adjutants 
Thjumb and Finger, who were extfemely a6live on 
the occafion ; and I indulge a fanguine hope that 
they will meet with that diilin6tioa to which tbeir 
long aad faithful fervices entitle them. 

Health and fraternity ! 



DESCRIPTION OF AN ANCIENT CHAPEL. 

BY VITRUVIUS JUNIOR. 

[From the Morning Chronicle.] 

nrHIS chapel was originally built by King Stephen^ 
•*• and dedicated t6 his namefakc Saint Stephen. It 
was afterwards new built by King Edward III. in 
1347, for thirty-eight perfons to ferve God. He alfa 
built a belfry, and put up bells. " Of thefe bells,** 
fays Stowe, *^ men fabled that their ringing foured 
all the drink in the town." But this does not appear 
to be fo much of a fable, a^ that learned antiquary 
fi^ppofes. Of late years it has been remarked that 
they have produced a very wonderful effeft upon " the 
drink in the town.*' 

In 



DESCRIPTION OF AN AKCIINT CHAPEL. tl 

In the Monafticon we find King Edward's charter 
for this chapel ^ and by patent, dated the 22d of his 
reign, he gave it to his great houfe in Lombard Street. 
There are ftill fcveral great houfes in Lombard Street 
which belong to it, and one very large one in Thread- 
needle Street. It is a fpacious chapel, wainfcotcA up 
to the ceiling, accommodated with galleries, fupported 
by flender iron pillars, adorned with Corinthiau^ 
capitals and fconccs. The fconctng work^ of' this 
building is very curious. There wasf6rmerly much 
Gothic work about it, but the improvements are 
moftly in the modern fiyit; 

It was firft ufed as a place of worfliip in the pre- 
fent wayy in the time of Edward VI. The revenues 
then were not lefs than 1085/.. a: yeaf, agreatfum 
for thofe days, yet literally nothing, when compared 
^ with the revenues it draws in our day^, which in one 
year have exceeded, forty, millions. In order to ac- 
count for this, it* muft be obferved that every pari ill ; 
in the kingdom is tributary to it, and that the perfons- 
who officiate- here have lately demanded tHeir tithes 
with great (iriftnefs. Notwithftanding this influx of. 
wealth, they, are frequently compelled to borrow mo- 
ney to provide for dilapidations, repairs, &c. on 
their eflates,^ as alfo to fend miffioriaries abroad, .to- 
convert- the French and other heathen nations.. 

The number of perfons who officiate irr this chapel 
is very great, although not above a third regularly 
attend. What is fingular, thcy^ are moftly lay-preach- 
crs^ and fome of them ?ne« of confiderable elbqiience. 
Their difcourfes are frequently very long and deful- 
tory ; for although theychoofe a text, like others, it is. 
very rarely they ftick to it. There are fome regular 
clergy appointed by them, and thofe of • the higheft 
rank in the church, but they always do duty in a pliace 
adjoining, which is a chapel of eaje to this,' where 
the fervicc js performed in a more orderly and decent 

& 5 manner^ 
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manner, but the congregation is much thinner. In 
this chapel of eafe the dodrines preached at the otjier 
are frequently revifed and examined, and fometimes 
cenfu res have been inilided ; but they have no power 
over the revenues. 

As to the religion of St. Stephen's chapel, much 
difference of opinion has prevailed. All we can fay 
for certain is, that the prayers are the prayers of the 
church of England. The do^rine and dijcipline have 
varied at various periods. They contend, in general, 
for ^fianding minijiryy and allow of patronage. Some- 
times we Jiear of the Go/pel^ but moft frequently the 
Law predominates, and the doflrines of the j^mino^ 
mians are very mut\\ cried down. At other times 
faith without works is the preVailing do6^rine ; and 
hence probably it is that repentance is fo feldom in fi fl- 
ed upon, and that woful inftances of apoftacy are 
not cenfured as they ought. As they do not exclude 
the fedlaries, fome of the minifters are PreflytcrianSy 
but, at lead of late, the Independent intereft has been 
much difcouraged. Nay, we have known inftances 
in which Diffentersy even of moderate principles, 
have been threatened with the terrors of the bottom- 
lefsP/V. 

' The livings belonging to this chapel are reckoned 
very good, and they are always Jm provable by the 
incumbent, as pluralities are allowed without even 
the formality of a difpenfation. Some, accordingly, 
hold three, four, or even five or fix livings, and by 
bringing up their, fons in the fame perfuafiony are 
enabled to provide for them very handfomely : and 
after officiating here for a number of years with 
zeal and afliduity, and a confcientious ufe of their gifts 
and graces, they are often tranflated into the chapel of 
iafe above mentioned, where they become polFeUed of 
perpetual advowfons* 
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It only remains to be mentioned, that this chapel is 
generally very much frequented ; the galleries are al- 
ways very full, but in the body of the' chapel it is 
Very difficult to procure 2ijeat\ The number admit- 
ted here is re{lri6led, and no perfon can apply for a 
pew but. in cafe of a vacancy, and the pews are let for 
a term not exceeding feven years. Some of thefe 
pews belong to the officiating miniftcrs, fome to the 
preachers in the chapel of eafe, and fome are in the 
gift of certain pari fhes, who choofe a perfon to fit to 
give them an account of what is preached. Of the 
latter kind, however, thtre are not fo many as fome . 
people think there ought to be. 

It has been lately propofed to repair this chapel, 
by pulling down the rotten parts^ or what were faid to. 
be rotten ; and this occafioned ' a fchifm among the 
preachers. The officiating minifters, however, ap- 
pointed a committee from among themfelves to in- 
fpeft the premifes, who reported that there was no 
immediate danger, and that it would -laft their time. . 
On which the defign was drop^ed.^. 

Thefe are the chief particulars I have bben able to ■• 
colle3 of* the hifiory> aiid prefent (late of this chapel. 
It may, however^ be added, that the clerks only wear 
gowns, ami a gentleman who officiates fome what in 
the manner of the moderator of the General AlFembly- 
of Scotlaiid. He is very kind to the poor preachers, 
and often gives them a dinner in winter. There arc 
no marriages celebrated here. One- was lately intend- 
ed ; but the bride, a tall Irijh woman, forbid the 
banns*. As to external decorum, it is. but little at- 
tended to, and even during the moft ferious parts of 
the fervice no perfon kneels with his own confent ! 



* Since this was written, the lady has complied, though not with- 
out reluda^ce. Edit. « 

E 6 v.^v< 
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NEW'HOUSE OF LORDS. 

[From the fame.] 
!ilR. XDITOH, 

T'T gives me great pleafure to learn by a paragraph in 
** yovtr paper of this morfiing, that Mr. Wyatt is to 
be employed in conftrufling a new Houfe of Lords ; for 
•while it is certain that a w^wrHoufe of Lords is very 
much wanted, it is equally certain that no perfon in' 
our times is fo ably quali6ed for the tafk. I ^gree 
alfo cordially with the writer of your paragraplf in 
obferving, that f* the prefent Houfe is ill fuited to^he 
dignity of this Afleihbly." 

Various architeds have been employed in making 
4tddition5 to this building, but this has been attended 
with no other efFe<^ than to prove that additions are 
not improvements I and that he is a very unfkilful 
vrorkman who attends more to xh^ quantity of his mate- 
rxdXs than to their qualityy and is content that his tools 
fhall make up in number what they want injharpnefsm 
All this, you muft allow, is very abfurd — as abfurd, 
indeed, as if I wei^e to employ a perfon to rej^air my 
houfe in the country, and he were to do nothing more 
th^n pitch his rubbijh from the neighbour ing^r^ww^wj. 

As I am unacquainted with the defigns Mr. Wyatt 
may have made, it woujd be impertinent in me to 
make any anticipatory remarks. Undoubtedly a gen- 
tleman of his (kill will take care \\\2Lt Jirength and 
Jolidity be united with beauty and magnificence \ and 
that there (hall not be, as we have feen in the works 
of fome modern architeSs, a profufion of Corinthian 
eapttals without bafes^ things that ought to be called 
pilafters and not pillars ; for though very ornamental^ 
and having, the fame proportions as a column, they 
are in fa£l ** props th^*t yield nojupport^ And above 
all, I hope he will take care that the whole be con- 

ftrufled 
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ftru£^e<j in an uniform manner*. It was very lately 
pbjeded to the old Houfe, that there was a great in- 
equality between fome of the columns, fome being 
higher than others ; it is needlefs to add, that the 
fuperiorj in fuch a cafe, mud render the inferior ufe- 
iels. . 

r hope, however, that, in this great undertaking, 
Mr. Wyatt will nbt oDJe<£b to take a hint now and 
then from the Surveyor, who lives in Downing Street, 
and is fuppofed to underftand the plans and elevations 
of this Houfe as well as moA men. The beautiful 
perfpeflive of the avenue leading to the Houfe was 
conflru£led by him. He is alfo complete mafter of all 
the mouldings neceflary in the alteration of old columns, 
or the introdu£lion of new. His fkill, indeed, has 
been rewarded by numerous patents^ none of which 
being expired, he mud, in fome meafure, co-operate 
with Mr, Wyatt in forming the /w/^r/ar of the building 
at lead. 

But I fliall make no further remark on this fubjefl 
at prefent, as it is a fubjed of peculiar delicacy, and 
has always been treated as fuch even by our bed 
writers, with a degree of timidity, that one would 
think they wrote with a rod hanging over them ! During 
the progrefs of the building, I may, perhaps, trouble 
you again. Meantime, • 

I am, Mr. Editor, yours, &c. 
July 12, 1799. ViTBLUvius Junior. 



PORTRAIT OF JACOBINISM. 

[From the True Briton.] 

^TpHIS IS the power which, nurfed by Ambition, 

■■' 'Vanity, and Atheifm, has founded the pillar of 

French Republican ifm upon the ruins of the palace, 

the throne, and the altar , which has reared it amid 

heaps 
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heaps of flaughtcred vicSlims, and cemented its parts 
with their blood. This is the power which, trained 
in the fchools of Philofophifm, affumed the drefs of 
Mildnefs, Virtue, and Religion ; but, ,when arrived 
at full maturity, difcovered its fanguinary and deftruc- 
tive fpirit, and avowed its oppofition to every inftitu- 
tion, human' and divrne, that obftrudted its gigantic 
defigns ; that with philanthropy ever in its mouth, and 
malice and vengeance in its heart, talks of honour, 
and pra6lifes perjury — of liberty, and exercifes the 
mod intolerable tyranny ; that harangues on the 
Rights of Nfan, while it makes property a crimen 
robbery a virtue ; and not only perpetrates, but juf- 
tifies murder. This execrable power, which alone 
can fteel the hearts of its votaries againft every feeling 
of nature, has dared to fanftion treafon, parricide, 
luft, and mafTacre; and to infufe into the breads of 
his fubjeft multitudes a new paflion, which has funk 
them beneath the level of the brute creation — a paf- 
fion for the fight of their fellow-creatures in the 
agonies of death, and a literal third for human blood. 
This is the power that, firft enthroning feven hun- 
dred tyrants in the place of one King (deliberately 
murdered, only becaufe he was a King), ruled twen^ty- 
four millions of Haves with the iron fceptre of terror, 
and for five years made France a flaughter-houfe ; that, 
formed the web of its laws of the mod complex and 
intricate texture, and changed them at the fancy of 
the moment, or for the exprefs purpofe of enfnaring 
the innocent ; and, abfolute in all things elfe, dif- 
dained to preferve the prerogative of Mercy ; that, 
*^ calling evil good, and good evil ; putting darknefs 
for light, and light for darknefs," has ** thought to 
change times and laws,*' for the exprefs purpofe oF 
dedroying every vedige of true religion, and has 
deified human reafon, after having degraded it to 
madnefs ; that has fettered its vaflals in the chains of 

requifiti.on, 
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requintion^ a tyranny before unheard of; that changed 
^ the art) fans and peafants into a mafs of banditti, de- 
luged the country with torrents of their blood, and 
marked the frontiers with vaft piles of their bodies; 
that, throwing away the fword of judice, made the 
guillotine keep pace with the flaughter of the field of 
battle, and crowded the prlfons with numbers greater 
than the captives of war ; that, mingling priefls and 
nobles, women, children , and peafants, with indif- 
criminating brutality, made them the wretched vie* 
tims of its fury, tortured their feelings with the mod 
exquifite and fportive cruelty, and made them drink 
the cup of mifery to its dregs; that, pillaging alike 
the church, the palace, and the cottage, banishing 
thoufands of the inhabitants from their country, de- 
ftroying villages, towns, and cities, feizing every mo- 
nument of art, and drying up every fource of com- 
merce, fets up the ftandard of dejolaiion in its own domi" 
n'ions. This is the power which, concealing the dag- 
ger of terror under the olive-branch of peace, and 
pretending to plant the tree of liberty in every coim- 
try conquered by its arms, or deluded by its profef- 
fions, invariably profanes their altars, e^ciles or mur- 
- ders their priells, abolifhes their moft ufeful and moft 
facred laws and inditutions, and avails itfelf of their 
riches and refources, to increafe the inftruments of its 
own domination. This is the power which, not con- 
tent with hurling defiance at every fovereign on earth, 
has raifed its voice againft the Majefty of Heaven ; 
has reviled the Saviour of the world ; deftroyed his 
churches, perfecuted his minifters, forbidden his wor- 
fliip ; and, to complete the meafure of his guilt, has 
deciaredy in terms furpafling the boldnefs of all former 
impiety, that there is no God* 
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AN ANIMAL NOT DESCRIBED- BY BUFFON. 

tiE partakes of the nature both, of the bull and the 
*^ a(s ; of the bull in ftrength, of the afs in patience. 
Remarkably fierce when provoked, but not eafily. 
provoked. . Brave in battle, eager for conteft ; never 
crouching to animals of foreign breed, but extremely. . 
quiet at home. Capable of heavy burdens, but not 
of long fafling. Fond of luxurious fare; vain-glo- 
rious, and thinking himfelf free even at the time 
when his' rider preflTes and curbs him moft fevcrely. 
Eafily led into (hares, and kneels down to have the 
burden fitted to his back. Rather amphibious ; and 
though he lives chiefly upon land, is particularly cele- 
brated upon water. Other animals are faid to de- 
generate when they are carried to foreign climates ;. 
this animal degenerates in his own. The period of his 
degeneracy was firft:obferved about fifty or feventy*- 
years ago; fince that time h^ has loft his firm tread, 
and his ere6l and portly creft. Formerly he was 
very gregarious, and upon particular occafions large 
herds ufed to aflemble together. By degrees thofe- 
aflemblies »grew Jefs frequent, and now are wholly 
difcontinued ; nay, he feems almoft to be afraid of, 
his fpecies. It muft be acknowledged, however^ tliat*. 
this is in a great meafure to be imputed to the intrigues 
of Kis-* rider : at prefent he is fo tame that any body, 
may ride him. Animals of foreign breed ufed for- 
merly to hold him in great refpedV; his degeneracy,*. 
however, has deprived him of that refpeft, and he is 
now univerfally treated with fcorn and'ridicule ; yet 
he poifefles in himfelf the njeans of 'regeneration,. 
though it is hard to fay when he intends to make u{j^. 
of them. 
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[Fiom the Oracle] 
SIR, 

"V^Oy^ excellent paper, which, about the time of 
**■ Lord Nelfon's vidory^ made me a. man of con- 
fiderable confequence, has been now the occafion of 
my appearing in a very different point of view. I 
(hall explain myfelf. Having been long in the Turkey. 
trade, I a few years ago retired to a fmall property 
near my native town, where I was Coon admitted a 
member of a very keen Newfpaper Reading Clubi 
From the circiimftance of my having been frequently 
at jilexandriaf and once at Grand Catroy when your 
paper arrived with the account of the glorious vic- 
tory of the Nili, and of Buonaparte's expedition to 
Egypty I became a kind of oracUf folving many knotty 
points, and anfwering all the. quefiions which were 
put to me, as well at the Club as in my own family^ 
much to the fatisfadion and admiration of both« 3ut 
the other day,, as bad luck would have it, your paper, 
full of the accounts of the complicated movements of 
the armies in Italy, Girmany^ and Switzerland^ had 
been juft received by the Club, who, long before I 
arrived, were hard at it, with their book of maps 
difplayed on the table, wTiich, leaning three deep over ' 
one another, in a very hot day, and a very clofe room, 
they were confulting mod eagerly and inoft unfuc^ 
cefsfully : in vain were fpeflacles put on nofes which 
had never been fo faddled ; in vam were fev^ral fore- 
fingers travelling flowly, wi^h much circumfpeftion^ 
and many lateral excurfions, from Rome to Afilan, from 
Atilan to Turin J from Turin to Zurich, and from 
Zurich to Strajburg\ bat they, poor fouls 1 could make- 
nothing of it. * 

So many places, rivers^ rivulets, moufits, mountains^. 
valleys, lakes, and bridges, ^wetj momeat occwxivw^ 
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in the paper,, which they could not find in the map^ 
fo many hard names of Fie4d-marjhalsy Prices, Courtis, 
Generals^ Colonels^ MajorSyjOaptainSy Lieutenants y En^ 

JignSy SergeantSy and CarporaUy many of which they, 
could not pronounce, had all together, with the heat 
of the room, the tobacco,, the pimch, and the porter^> 
fo' bewildered, muddled, puzzled, and perplexed the 
pates of the feveral- members, that, upon my entering 
the room rather later than ufual, there was an univer- 
fal Ihout of ^* Here is- Mr. Snug at laft; we (hall' 
have all cleared up now." I at once faw that it was 

'cxpefled I (hould know as much about Alejfandria as 
about Alexandria ; about the Thur and ThoVy as about 
the iV/7^. For fcarcely had the general noife fub- 
fided^ when Mr. Liniment, the apothecary, inftantly 
opened^ ^* Pray, Sir, where is Gargelleny St. Gaily 
Gandia^^ Klofter^ and Keeblis P^ But he was inter- 
rupted by Dr. Marrow, the parfon, who^ with hte 
wig pufhed very far back, and wiping the fwcat from 
his forehead, exclaimed, *^ Where is Diffentisy Mount 
Slapiny FlumSy Flamsy Singeny and Aldenfwgen ? By the 
by, Mr.- Snug, do you not^ take this to be an error 
of the prefs for Algenfingen f Here is Sjony but where 
is ParadiesP*^ — *' Upon my word," anfwered F,^ 
^ Doftor, you (hould know beft.'* I was at laft- 
addrefled by old Captain Frill, wkh his dry brown 
cheeks, fair, bald, ihining forehead, and a thin queue,, 
at the end of which appeared about fix orfeven fnow- 
white hairs — ** I have ferved in Germany in my time, 
but I *lt be (hot if ever I encountered fuch names as 
PJafferSy Bndtfehneidery and Knarpf ; pray, Sir, do 
pronounde them.*' — '* Really, Captain Frill, you 
having, as you fay, ferved in Gcrmanyy fhould, in 
my opinion, rather teach mo ; but perhaps it may be 
fome error of the primer." — ^* if this be fo, Mr, 
Snug, the printer, who is probably in fome corps or 
othcr^ Ihould therefore know better to drill hi^ typen*; 

he 
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he Ihoulcli I fay, command his confonants to take 
open order, and pod at the fame time fome of his 
vowels in the intervals." 

** But, Gentlemen," faid I, *' have you read that 
part of the paper, which, from its title, now (Irikcs 
me as moft likely to be fatisfadlory ; I mean the 
Sound intelligence f'*^ '^^^ Sound intelligence!" they roared 
out ; ** a lilt of (hips! we want none of your wit now, 
Mr. Snug ; we want matter-of-fa6t information ; we 
want to know where are Baduz and Balzers, the two 
ZolbridgiS^ SJkirins, Cafa Tifma^ Ragatz^ Fimmejborg^ 
Murk, Mount Fioloj and Torre di Garrajola.** 1 had 
now nothing left but to put my fingers in my ears, 
and to run home ; but as I opened the door I could 
hear thefe words : <^ D — n him, let him go; he knows 
nothing but about your Egypts, your Nilesy and uilex" 
andrias" I accordingly arrived, much mortified, in 
my own parlour, expeding, however, there to meet 
quictnefs at leaft ; but how much I was difappointed 
^ in this, may, perhaps, be the fubje£t of ant)ther let- 
ter, fliould you reli(h this one. 

1 am. Sir, your conftant reader, 

Timothy Snug. 
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[From the Morning Chronicle.] 
MR. EDITOR, 

'T^HE glorious news of laft Tuefday ♦ very naturally 

put every thing effe out of my head ; I was 

otherwife difpofed to addrefs you on the elegant fefti- 



1 

* About the time when tliis was written, a fr-te had been given at 
W ■ CaHle; and ariio-u; other amult merits for the children, 

wcic grinning matches, foai^cd pign, &c. 
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vities of Maiden Caftle, for an account of wHicfr 
"we ftand indebted to you and your brethren. Buty, 
Sir, we happen to live in ticfelilh times. Grinning, 
bobbing for apples, and diving for gecfe, may be very 
harmlefs amufement in harmlefs days ; but when it is 
given out that the candidates are expeSed to be loyal 
fubjefts, I think fome more attention ooght to have 
been paid to the matter. I remember the Speflator^. 
No. 173, giving an account of a grinning match, in- 
forms usy that great circumfpefkion was ufed in ad- 
mitting candidates. In this cafe a gold ring^ given^ 
by a Whig Juftice of Peace, was to be grinned for/ 
(a pound of tobacco is as much now as a gold ring 
was then, but let that pafs).- Of the feeond candi- 
date, the Spcflator obfcrves, *^ that he was a maU 
content, and a great mafter in the whole art of grin- 
iiihg|. and did his part fo well, that he is faid to have 
made half a dozen women mifcarry ; but the juftice 
being apprized by one who flood near him, tiiat the 
fellow who grinned' in his face was a Jacobite, he or— 
deredx\\Q oaths to be tendered- to him upon his quitting" 
the table, which the grinner refufing, he was fet afidc: 
^^ SLii. unqualified peihn*'' 

Upon reading this paflTage,- Mr. Editor, I felt the- 
fhock a man feels who- has efcaped an imminent dan- 
ger. No fuch prepantion, I am afraid, was taken at. 
the late grinning match, which, indeed, conQdering 
our circumfpeftjon in other matters, is to me aftonifh- 
ing. The leaft that could have been done was to have 
fent down, a party, of the jfntt- jacobin fociety,. with- 
full powers to a£l as compurgators on this occafion. 
Their bulinefs ought to have been* to examine the 
feveral candidates as to their loyal principles; as for 
example, whether they adored Mr.Prtt ; whether they, 
believed in -Mr. Dundas (and could read his letters); 
what .was their opinion as to the origin of the war; 
how they ftood affc6led to the retention of the Nether- 
lands, 
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Is, &C.X&C. Not a mao. ought to have been allowed 
DOve a.mdfcle b€;fore he had given (atisfaAion upon 
i to the fcrutineers. Who knows but the fellow 
) won the tobacco was an enemy to the extenfton of 
excifef How can we be certain that the man wh^ 
f xhe cheefe would not have ftopt the parings, which 
e Gentlemen are fo fond of, if he could ? Let me 
I Mr. Editor, be mifunderflood. I do not afTert 
; the cafe was To. It. is poflibie the candidates 
f have been well afFefled. A man may certainly 
:h at a roll and treacle without being inftigated by 
devil ; but I "confefs that the agility with which 
e fports are performed^ affords but an equivocal 
}f of attachment to the -Conflitution ; and as they 
c exprefsly inftituted as rewards for loyalty, care 
ht to have been taken that the candidates were duly 
lifted. The Anti-jacobins have not exerted their 
il difcretion in this affair. They ought at leaft to 
i read the Teft A5f^ before a Tingle man was al- 
ed to Jump in a Jack,' and adminiftered the oaths of 
riance to every perfon who imagined he could catch 
pig by the tail. The facred barriers wrll foon be 
ten down, if fuch negligence prevails among the 
rdians of focial order. A "pretty affair it will be, 
ereafter we fhoirld be told that a Pi ejbyterian car- 
ofF the barrel of beer, and that an Anabaptiji had 
p at the gooje. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

A R£FORT£ll« 
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SPECIMEN OF MODERN BIOGRAPHY. 

A SHEET OMITTED IN A- VOLUMINOUS LIFE OF JOHNSON. ' 

[From the Looker-on.] 

A PRIL the 20th, I dined with him at Sir J. 
•^^ R *s. 1 regret that I have preferved but 

few minutes of his converfatlon on that day, though 
ht was lefs talkative, and fuller of capricioufnefs and 
contradi£tions than ufual; as the- following dialogue 
may (how — whilft at the fame time it proves that 
there is no queflion fo entirely barren of matter or 
argument, which could not furniOi him an occafion pf 
displaying the powers of his mighty mind. We 
talked of public places'; and one gentleman fpoke 

warmly in praife of Sadler's Wells* Mr. C , 

who had been fo unfortunate as to difpleafe Dr. 
Johnfon, and wiflied to reinftate himfelf in his good 
opinion, thought he could not do it more efFeSually 
than by decrying fuch light amufements as ihofe of 
tumbling and rope-dancing; in particular, he aflerted 
that '^ a rope-dancer was, in his opinion, the mod 
defpicable of .human beings." Johnfon (awfully roll- 
ing himfelf as he prepared to fpeak, and burfting out 
into a thundering tone), ** Sir, you might as well fay 
that St. Paul was the moft defpicable of human beings. 
Let us beware how we petulantly and ignorantly tra- 
duce a charafter which puts all other chara<5lers to 
ihame. Sir, a rope-dancer concentres in himfelf all 
the cardinal virtues." 

Well as I was by this time acquainted with the 
fophiflical talents of my illuftrious friend, and often . 
as I had lidened to him in wender, while he *• made 
the worfe ^appear the better reafon," I could not but 
fuppofe that, for once, he had been betrayed by his 
violence into an afiertion which he could not fupport. 
Urged by my curiofity, and perhaps rather wickedly 

dedrous 
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^^efirous of leading Jiim into a conteft, I ventured, 
leaning briikly towards him acrofs my friend the Duke 

of 's chair, to fay, in a fportive familiar manner, 

wJiich he Tometimes indulgently permitted me to ufe, 
*^ Indeed, Dr. Johnfon ! did I hear you right ? A 
rope-dancer concentre in himfelf all the cardinal vir- 
tues?" The anfvver was ready, — Johnfon, " Why, 
yes. Sir, deny it who dare, I fay, in a rope-dancer 
there is te^mperance, and faith, and hope, and 
charity, and juftice, and prudence, and fortitude," 
Still I was not fatisfied ; and, defirous to hear his 
proofs at full length, — Bofwell, " Why, to be fure,. 
Sir, fortitude, I can eafily conceive." — Johnfon (in- 
terrupting me), *^ Sir, if you cannot conceive the reft, 
bir, it is to no purpofe that you conceive the feventh. 
But to thofe who cannot comprehend, it is necefTary 
to explain. Why, then, Sir, we will begin with 
temperance. Sir, if the joys of the bottle entice 
him one inch beyond the line of fobriety, his life or 
his limbs muft pay the forfeit of his excefs. Then, 
Sir, there is faith. Without unihaken confidence in 
his own powers, and full aflu ranee that the rope is 
firm, his tenriperance will be of but little advantage : 
the unfteadinefs of his nerves would prove as fatal as 
the intoxication of his brain. Nex,t, Sir, we have 
hope. A dance fo dangerous, who ever exhibited, 
uniefs lured by the hope of fortune or of famei. 
Charity next follows: and what inftance of charity 
fhall be oppofed to that of him, who, in the hope of 
adminiilering to the gratification of others, braves the 
hifs of multitudes, and derides the dread of death? 
Then, Sir, what man will withhold from the funam- 
bulift the praife of juftice, who confiders his inflexible 
uprightnefs, and that he holds his balance with fo 
ftcady a hand, as never to incline, in the minuteft de- 
gree, to one fide or the other. Nor, in the next 
place, is his prudence more difputable than bis juf- 
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ticc. He has chofen, indeed, a dangerous acconi« 
.plifhment; but, while it is remembered that he is 
temerarious in the maturity of his art, let it not" be 
forgotten that he was cautious in his commencement ; 
and that, while he was yet in the rudiments of rope- 
dancing, he might fecurely fail in his footing, while 
his inftru£tors flood ready on either fide to prevent or 
to alleviate 'his fall. Laftly, Sir, thofe who from 
dulnefs or from obftinacy fliall refufe to the rope- 
dancer the applaufes due to temperance, faith, hope, 
charity, juftice, and prudence, will yet fcarcely be 
Xo hardened in falfehood or in folly, as to deny him 
the laurels of fortitude. He that is content to totter 
on a cord, while his felloyi^-mortals tread fecurely 
on the broad hafis of terra firma ; who performs the 
jocimd evolutions of the dance on a fuperficiesj com- 
pared to which, the verge of a precipice is a (table 
ftation ; may rightfully fnatch the wreath from the 
conqueror and the martyr ; m^y boaft that he expofes 
himfelf to hazards, from which he might fly to the 
cannon's mouth as a refuge or a relaxation ! Sir, let 
us now be told no more of the infamy of the rope- 
dancer." When he had ended, I could not help 

whifpering Sir J. R. — Bofwell, " How wonderfully 
does our friend extricate himfelf out of difficulties ! 
He is like quickfilver : try to grafp him in your hand, 
and he makes his efcape between every finger." This 
image I afterwards ventured to mention to our great 
Moralift and Lexicographer, faying, " May not I 
flatter myfelf, Sir, that it was a paffable metaphor ?'*— . 
Johnfon, " Why, yes, Sir." 
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THE ART OF MAKING EXCUSES. 

[From the Monthly Beuittes.] 
TO TH£ £DITOil. 

A LTHOUGH ihere is not a more ufeful accom* 
•^^ plilhment in genteel life, than the art of making 
excufei^ T don't recoUc£k that it has ever been made 
the fubjeft of a popular eflay, or that any rules have 
been laid down to render it more familiar ^^ to the 
meaneft capacities." I am the more furprifed at this, 
becaufe, independent of its great utility, it is an art 
very difficult to acquire, and mod people, I believe, 
are difpofed to allow that bungling excufes are very 
common, things, and at the fame time very difgraceful^ 
and eafily deteded. 

There is fcarcely an hour in our lives, that we do 
not find it necefiary to offer an excufe, either for 
fomething we have done, or for fomething we have 
not done ; for fomething we have neglected to begin, 
or fomething we have forgot to complete ; for fome- 
thing required of us, or fomething which we (hould 
have required of others. 

In my youth I was ftridly admoniflied never to be 
without an excufe, but to put a good face upon the 
matter, and always to have fomething to fay. for my- 
felf. On thefe three points the whole excufatory or 
apologetic art depends. Nor was I long engaged in 
bufinefs or pleafure (for thefe are now generally mixed 
in pretty decent proportions) before I found how ufe- 
ful it was to play the one againft the other ; and be- 
tween the two, I affure you. Sir, I have not been 
without an excufe for the laft thirty years. Indeed 
there are no men who can fo eafily contrive excufes as 
men of trade, if they will but unite pleafure with it. 
The contending demands of thefe o^poCw^s \s ^ ^"^^ 

VOL. HI. F ^o\x\C5 
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fource of apologies. Even trade itfelf affords lis no 
fmall fupply of admirable put-offs ; but then you 
know, Sir, one would not always plead buflnefs, left 
it might be thought vulgar and mechanical. 

In writing letters, for inftance, what an inex- 
hauftibie excufc have we in the going out of the poft ? 
This will anfwer cither for our negle£ting to write at 
all, for writing too briefly, or for writing unintelli- 
gibly. Of many thoufand letters I have received in 
my time, I do not recolleft above a dozen which did 
not conclude with thefe irrefragable words : ** But as 
the poft is juji going off, I remain, &c. &c." What 
a convenient thing it is, and what a happy choice of 
time and drcuraftances, to write always *V^ ^s ^he 
poft is' going out ;*' to fold up one's letter to the 
melody of his horn ; and hurry it into his bag with an 
air of confequential buflle and expeditious import- 
ance ! What a faving of time and labour, thus to 
pbftpone a thing, until labour becomes ufelefs, and 
time cannot be permitted ! 

It is commonly fuppofed that the emptinefs of our 
churches on a Sunday morning, proceeds from the 
infidelity and irreligion of the age, from abfolute con- 
tempt, or wilful negligence. — Let me do the age 
jufticc — This is not the cafe ; for I have put the qucf- 
tion a thoufand times to fome friends of mine (who, 
by the by, have a thoufand times given me the oppor- 
tunity) ; but they always had an excufe ready which 
ftopt my mouth : *' The hair-dreffer did not come at 
the hour appointed.** This, Mr. Editor, I would 
have you attend to. It is one of the boldeft ftrokes in 
the whole art of excufing, and although performed 
every Sunday in the year, with unbounded applaufe, 
will, I verily believe, never tire or be worn out. 
Thus you fee. Sir, there arc two forts of men who do 
infinite mifchief to his Majefty's liege fubjefts. The 
pofimen hinder them from writing their letters^ and 

the 
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the hair-drcffer fpoils their devotion. And when we 
confidcr that poftmen are aSually in the pay cf Govcm- 
menty and that hair-dreflers are at lead connived at 
under our conftitution, all oppofltion is in vain, and 
therefore we muft allow that thefe excufes are exceed'^ 
ingly good. 

But poftmen and barbers are not the only inftru<- 
ments of delay, parents of procraftination, and beget- 
ters of apologfes. Taylors and (hoemakers, a very 
ufeful body of men, are, lam forry to fay it, to incur 
a very great fhare of blame. My fon cannot ftep as 
far as the Bank or the Cuftom-houfe, becaufe his new' 
boots are not ^ome home ; and my dinner has often 
been fpoiled, becaufe the taylor forgot to put a fcarlel 
cape on the coat of one of my principal guefts. One 
gentleman cannot take a ride, becaufe his buckfkin 
breeches are not ready, and another, becaufe his are 
juft gone to be cleaned. Happy is it for us, Sir, that 
we can draw excufes from matters fo eafily compre- 
hended, and which every body muft allow to be pro- 
per; for who can fit down in company without a coat, 
or take a ride in the indecent garb of 2ifans culotte ? 

My wife, as worthy a woman as lives, is a remark- 
able proficient in excufes, whether at home or abroad. 
When we fee company, all her converfation at dinner 
is a ftring of excufes, followed by a proportional col- 
Icdion of compliments from our friends. And, what 
really fometimes provokes me not a little (though I 
dare not fay any thing), (he will make as many ex- 
cufes for a di(h that is on the table, as for the abfence 
of one which it was not in her power to prefent, and 
is eternally contending, by every excufe flie can invent, 
that there is not a thing worth eating, even while fhci 
is cramming the guefts with everything, and they are 
anfwering her importunities by doingample jufiice to 
the feaft. .w 

When file ii to go out witti me, (he ^tvd.^ ^Yikltv^x^^ 

F 2 f^iSsSx,^ \ 
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CKCufes for berng too late. The gown (he mufi wear 
wants airing 4 (he can't find her gloves, though (he has 
fearched the whole houfe for them, that is, every place 
where they were not to be found ; and when all has 
been adjufted, (he difcovers that there is a fmall rent, 
almoft invifible, ^the fouth-ead corner of her hand- 
kerchief : thefe are internals. Now for externals : 
the fervant is juft gone for a coach, and confequentiy 
is not yet returned, or is returned, and there is no 
coach on the (land ; then Will is de(ired to go, and get 
one at any rate ; and after all, it is well if we g^t into 
the coach without tearing part of the flounce, forgetting 
the fan, or difcompoGng the architectural regularity 
of a curl. 

It was but laft -week we made up a party of pleafure 
to go up to Hampton. Two ladies were detained by 
the aforefaid hair-drefl'er, the extent of whofe mifchief 
is not confined to Sundays only. One gentleman's 
horfe !iad been blooded 4hat morning, and he was gone 
to hire or borrow another. A fecond had fome very 
particular bufinefs, but he would overtake us in half 
an hour. My fon had not finifhed a bill of parcels^ 
which I bid him write out two days before. The 
gentleman who was the firfl mover of our expedition^ 
had fuch a violent headach, that it was thought necef. 
fary he (hotild '* take fomething ;" and his brother, a 
yery agreeable man, was feized fo violently, that it 
was thought neceifary he (hould ^* part with fome- 
thic^.** In this crippled (late, two hours after the 
time appointed, our party fet out ; but with the fin- 
gularly comfortable rtrfledtion, that every body abfent 
had fent very good excufes. I (hould mention, that a 
very violent rain joined our party on the road ; the 
only thing for which no excufe was offered. 

I have fometimes thought, Mr. Editor, though with 
fubmidion, that this art of excufmg, when carried too 
far (for every thing may be carried to an extreme), 

trefpalTes 



THE ART OF MAKING EXCUSES. I«Z 

trefpaflfes a little on the art of making fomething that is 
cxprefled by a very unpolite monofyllable, which I 
therefore fupprcfs. My acquaintance, John Rattle^ 
Efq. one of the ableft apologifts I ever knew, aiTured 
me that he had no recollection of having, in any one 
inRance, been without an excufe. * ijudging of Jack's 
talent by my own (and I believe our genius is pretty 
much upon a parj, I could not help fuggefting to him, 
,one evening, that 1 did not fee how he was able to 
accomplifh all this without a little of — you know 
what — " No, no, my dear boy,*' anfwercd Jack, 
** not a lie ; no, no, I fcorn that — only a kind of white 
lie — a fort of bounce — you underiland me ?'* I know 
that Jack will be engaged to dine at three places, and 
yet content bimfelf with a mutton-chop at home. 
Then follows a firing of excufes; to one, " he was 
obliged to go into the country ;'* to another, ^^ be was 
obliged to wait at home for a country gentleman ;" and 
to a third, ** he was fo fuddenly feized with the tooth- 
ach, that he was obliged to fend for his furgeon, jufi as 
he was going to drefs, who above all things indfied that 
he (hould not expofe himfelf to the air.'* 

Jack's character, however, in fpite of his great IkilK 
in the art of excufing, is a little tainted. The pleafure 
of his company occafions'^it to be in high demand, and 
he is ever ready with a faithful promife ; but no per- 
fon, who has the leaft knowledge of him, expefts that 
he will keep his appointment. Some of his friends, 
who are tender of his honour, often beg that he will 
not give it under his hand that he will fulhl his engage- 
ment, but choofe rather to leave it as a debt of honour, 
without any valid fecurity. The confequence is, that, 
wherever Jack appears, he difappoints expeSation j. 
and when he keeps his word, it is generally concluded 
that fomething very extraordinary mufi have happened. 

The only other branch of the apologetic art, which 
I fhall touch upon in this letter, is the atl o? Jor^eiun^* 

F 3 'Wets. 
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This is of very great confequence. It will often fuc- 
ceed when every other method has failed ; and, like a 
quack medicine, may be taken ^* without lofs of time 
or hindrance of bufmefs." It is of fingular fervice to 
thofe half-formed people, who have not genius or in- 
vention for the higher efforts of the art. Hence, it is 
of peculiar ufe to fervants of all defcriptions, whofe 
memories are Angularly poflefled of certain amiable 
domeflic deficiencies. Whatever fome people may fay 
in praife of a prompt memory, it is . a much more 
difficult thing to learn to forget on certain occafions ; 
for inflance, to forget when it is not convenient that 
we (hould remember. This is a contrivance beyond 
all'the powers of memory, and is only to be acquired 
by ilong pra&ice, and by carefully erafmg from .our 
brains thofe marks, which fome philofophers tell us^ 
our ideas make, and which .conftitute memory. 

While every year we are prefented with an increafed 

««tt«tjr VI ifrcifft/mituirin-oooK??, cacii uv*~» ^j*— * «•"«* 
which went before, I wonder that no enterprilmg maft 
has piiblifhed an OhJruttndum book, in which we might 
fet down every thing that it is proper or convenient to 
forget — What is proper and what is convenient, arc 
precifcly the fame thing in a manageable memory. If 
you, Sir, know of any bookfeller, who will fpeculate 
on a fcheme of this kind, I fliall be very happy to give 
him a few hints drawn from aftual experience, and 
indeed every affiftance in my power to further fo ufeful 
and defirable a work. I muft tell you, however, that 
it will require fome capital to engage in fuch an 
undertaking, becaufe it muft be jprinied on a very ex- 
tenfive plan. For one column or engagements^ we muft 
have at leaft five of excufes ; and if we faithfully record 
every thing we forget, /, e. choofe to forget, the num- 
ber will exceed that of the things we remember, by at 
leaft ten times. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient fcrvant, 

MxiLTiK Mollify. 
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AN ELEGY IN A LONDON CHURCHYARD. 

[From the Morning Poft.] 

/^REAT Tom now founds the clofc of biify day, 
^^ The weary dray-horfe refls from labour free, 
From town, till morn, the merchant fpeeds his way, 
And London leaves to tumult and to me. 

Now ftars terreftrial glimmer through each ftreet, 

Through all the air a din confus*d is fpread, 
Save where perchance fome lifl'ning crowd you meet, 

By nightly fongfters' (trains difcordant led ; 

Save that from yonder watclt-box ftanding near, 
The old night-guardian tells his wonted tale ; 

Or urg'd by outrage dire to timely fear, \ 
Makes his loud rattle found upon the ga)e. 

On cobler's ftal], or fcreeu'd by firiendly'-Acd, 
Full many a maid once brcath'd Jfer nightly woes ; 

Yet here from chill misfortune ev^r fled, 
The houfelefs wknd'rcrs of the ftreet repofe* 

The noify call of Smithfield's early train. 

The fwccp's (hrill matins from the chimnev-ftack. 

The duftman's bell, or pjoft-boy's piping ftraia, 
No more ihall call thdr fleeting fpiiits back. 

For them no more the brothel door fhall turop, 

Or bufy waiter ply his n^pkin'd care ; 
No am'rous youth with lawlefs paiRon burn, 

Nor fly procurefs in their plunder fliare. 

Once in their cheeks the rofeof health was feen, 
When youth its charms luxuriant round them fhed ; 

How jocund did their morn of life begin ! 
But ah ! how foon by gath'ring clouds o*erfprcad ! 

Let not ftem Virtue fcorn th* unhappy frail, 
Their nights of riot, and their days of woe ; 

Nor fanftified Indifference hear the tale. 

And choke the ftreams of nature ere they flow. 

The pride of chaftity, and dread of fliame, 

Around the fair^ though fage experience place; 

Yet oft they're found but recreants to their fanje : 
The path forbidden all are fond to trace ! 

w 4 "^^^ 
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Nor you, ye prudes, in envious fpleen delight. 
When haplels maidens err, by love betray'd : 

Did ye not want tti' attractions to incite, 

Yourfelves might prove the vitflims ye upbraid. 

Can wit refin'd, or might of human arm, 
Back to the fountain drive the babbling rill ? 

Can Reafon's voice to peace the paflions charm, 
Or make them flow obedient to its will ? 

Perhaps within this cheerlefs fpot is laid 

Some youth, once mur'd in fqualid city jails ; 

Hands that the merry bag-pipe fweetly play*d. 
Or rak'd the flreets in fearch o/ rufty nails. 

But commerce never with her ample range, 
Rich with gay fpoils, their avarice provok'd ; 

Thev never learn *a to barter at Exchange ; 
No city feaft for them with dainties fmok'd* 

Full many a fort ft oak of (lately fizc 
To menial purpofe bends its loftv head ; 

Full many a treafure undi(cover'd lies 
Beneath the pairenger*s unconfcious tread* 

Some latent WifiN, who up the fcaffold high 
Obedient haften'd to the bricklayVs caH; 

Some poor harmonic tinker here nuiy lie, 
Some ftateUnan guiltlefi of his country^s falL 

The virtuolo's praifes to command, 

The foul to lift with tranfports to the (kies, 

To fcatter mis'ry o*er a fmillng land. 

And Jruitlefs fchemes of conqueft to devife j 

Their fot forbade :— nor yet did fortune frown. 
But equally their crimes and fame confined ; 

Forbade to wade through folly to renown, 
And gain the execration of mankind; 

Their country^s keen vindi6live firoke ta prove. 
To die by hangman's lefs ingenuous hand, 

Or heap the ftiores of diftant Sidney Cove 
With culprits bani(h*d from their native land. 

Far froVn the fmoky town's inceflant noife. 
Their fober footfleps never learn'd to ftray ; 

They never figh'd for vulgar rural joys, 
}^or ibu^ht ihe woods to (htin the fcorchiug day. 



Yet 
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Ytt Nature's forms demand feme feint refpeft, 
Some fond memorial ftill their fouls required ; 

With pots of flow'rs, and green earth- cafes deck'd, 
Their windows oft the paflenger admir'd. 

There rofe and myrtle, trimm'd with fondeft care^ 

Might (hrubbery and garden well fupply : 
And many a root of mignonette was there ; 

While this regai'd the nofe, and thofe the eye. 

For e'en in thought, what mortal can behold, 
Unmov'd, the charms that hill and valley yield^ 

In fpring, the meadows fpangled o'er with gold, 
And all the beauteous dyes of Nature's field ? 

On fome fond plant the virgin feafts her eyes, — 

Some frail memento of the flow'ring year j 
E'en from faloons the vcHce of Nature cries. 

E'en in our parlours blooming flirubs appear* 

For thou, th' obfcure one's friend, who thus alone 

Doft in ihcfe lines their finrple joys relate ; 
If chance, fome youth like thee, at random thrown^ 

From kindred fympathy inquire thy fate : 

Haply fome cit may fay : — " I'he crowd among 

Oft have we feeii him, at the c>ofe of day, 
Buftling with hafty fbotfteps through the throng, 

To gain his fav'rite feat at fome new play. 

•• There, in the midway region of the pit. 

Where critics oft their arts malignant ply, 
Near to the orcheftra, fedate he 'd fit, 

And pore upon the fcene with curious eye* 

♦* Beneath yon elm, that each new loit'rcr wooes. 

He lov'd to fit, abforb'd in mufings deep : 
Then up the Green Park, or by Chelfea Mew;s, 

He 'd brilkly run ; or tir'd, would (lowly creep... 

** One eve I mifs'd him on th' accuftom'dWay, 

Along the Park, and near his fav'rite tree j 
Another came — I fought him at the play. 

Nor m pit, box, nor gallery, was he."^ 

The next in dreary heawfe, with fad array,. 

Slow to th* uncyprefs'd churchyard he was borne. 
Approach, and read (if thou haft time) the hy, 

Grav'd oa the ftone that do' proud ^es^^^ 
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IPITAPH. 

Here rcfts his head -upon a folio terfe, 

An author, once to wits and patrons known ; 

The critics frowned not on his humble verfe, 
Nor did the world his labours quite difown. 

Large his editions, but his readers few ; 

Fate did a recompenfe as largely fend : 
He wifely bade to bookfellers adieu, 
And (in their ftead) each chandler found a friend. 

No longer now pil'd up in ufelefs date, 
His pages freely circulate through town : 

Perhaps, at laft, cloom'd by capricious fate 
To kindle pipes, or curl fome crazy crown. 



THE LONDON ADVERTISEMENT-MAKERS 

OUTDONE. 

[From the Morning Chronicle.] 

A PROVINCIAL attorney lately advertifed an 
'"• eftate for fale, or to be exchanged for another, 
in the following terms : «^ That he is appointed pleni" 
potentiary to treat in this bufinefs ; that he has ample 
credentials J and is prepared to ratify his powers ; that he 
will enter into preliminaries either upon the principle 
of the Jlaius quoy or uti pojjidetis ; that he is ready to 
receive the projet of any perfon defirous to make the 
purchafe or exchange, and to deliver his contre-projet 
znd Jine qua mn, and indeed at once to give his ultima^ 
turn ! — ^aflunng the public that as foon as the definitive 
treaty fliall be dmcluded^ it will be ratted by his con* 
ftituentSj and duly ^narantetd.** 
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THE BATTLE OF PUTNEY HEATH. . 

[From ths Moming He/ild.] 

/^OD profper long our noble Bang, 
^^ And guard our ftatcfmen all 
From foul mifhaps of eveiy fort, 
That vulgar folk enthral. 

When fome fall out, it hath been (aid 

That others come to right ; 
But how, God wot, can this apply 

To what I here indite ? 

Two orators, whofe venom tongues 

Had left a point in doubt. 
With weapons of more deadly mould 

Refolv'd to fight it out. 

The one a fquire, of manners bhmt,, 

A patriot (launcfh within ; 
The other of a lordly breed, 

A courtier tall and thin. 

Fire-arms they chofe, — artillery dire^ 

Piftois, flint, powder, fhot ; 
Battle the powder,— what the ball 

The poet knoweth not. 

There be hard fabftances and foft. 

Heads that no le^d can bruife \ 
And bullets may be made of cork, "• 

That can no heads abufe* 

Forth went thefe wights one Sabbath morn ; 

111 luck fuch a£ts betide ! 
Was there no other to be found, 

tOf all the days befide ? 

Ye tremble, varl^, — ^well ye may. 

At this fo gracelcfs deed r 
With fuch unfteady hands, what hope 

Hath either to fucceed ? 

Leok at that pendent form hard by. 

That once was Aberihaw ; 
And think what judgment due aviraits 

Such daring breach of law. 
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Thus fpoke their friends, or might have ^oke i 

But arguments were vain, 
On murder w^re .fo fully bent 

The bloody-minded twain. 

The ground they took, the mortal tub^ 

Each pointed as he might. 
When marvellous, to either's fenfe. 

Both vanifh'd out of iight. 

Again they prim'd, again they fir 'd, 

Again the filni came o'er ; 
When now the feconds made a vow, 

That they fliould fight no more. 

Such was the mift * that veiPd from view 

The Greek and Trojan foes, 
Preferv'd them for a future day, 

And lengthen'd Ilium's woes. 



STATE NEGOTIATIONS. 

[From the fame] 
MR. EDITOR, 

^I^HE famous treaty of Aix la Chapelle, it is weft 
-*" known, was negotiated in 1748, between the 
late John Earl of Sandwich, aS the Britifli Plenipo- 
tentiary, then a very young man, and Monfieur le 
Comtc — — , of nearly the fame age and promif- 
ing talents^ They met, and opened their embaflTy 
with projets and centre -projetiy as remote from mutual 
conceflion as the late memorable ones of Charles 
Delacroix and Lord Malmfbury, though both were 
inverted with full powers to conclude the peace on 
fuch terms as either might be enabled to obtain^ Oa 
the third intervrew, finding no ground gained on either 
fide, Lord Sandwich thus addreflbd his opponent nc« 
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gotiator:— ** Look ye, MdnficuFle Comtey you and I 
come here, I perceive, precifely with the fame views 
of ferving our refiie^ive countries^ and exalting our 
own political reputation to the utmoft of our power : 
it ftrikes me, that if we fritter ft down by mutual con* 
cedings, neither of us will give public fatisfaflion^ 
and both be probably difgraced !— 1 have to propofe> 
therefore, a mode of decifion on the qveilion,. that 
will fecure to one of us the full credit, which muil be 
loft to both, if fubdivided by a further partition-treaty : 
viz. by the impartial tofs-up of a guinea J"— The 
Com te, without hefitation, agreed to> the terms; th6 
Earl toffed up — the Comte called headj and loft; and^ 
in confequence, the firitifii Plenipo came home witk 
the full ratification of his own terms^ and thus efta- 
bliihed a reputation, through every Court of Europe, 
as a (latefman who^had fo ably wrought for his country 
a chef d^ceuvre of diploinatic polity ! — This extra- 
ordinary circumftance was related to the writer by the 
Noble Earl himjelf^ in ridicule of the aiSFeded foIem« 
mxy oi State Negotiations, ' 

Yours,. Yarro» 
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DIPLOMATIC ANECDOTE OF THE LATE 
DUKE OF EEDFORD. 

[From the London Cbroaicle.] 

HEN his Grace negotiated the peace of Paris^ 
he (igned the preliminaries with the French 
Minifler Choifeul^ and ftipulated no farther for the 
pofTeflions of tbe Eaft India Company, than he wa6 
advifed to ftipulate by the Court of Direftors. A 
gentleman (a Dutch Jew of great abilities and cha- 
rafter) hearing ^this> wrote a letter to the Duke of 
Bedford, informing him that the Engliih Eaft-India 
Company had materially negleSed their own interefts^, 
as their chief con^uefts were m^uic/uifejuentto t\x&^ 
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riod at which they had fixed their claim of fo^reignty; 
mnd if chcfe iatUr conquefts were to be reftored, an 
immenie annual revenue would neceflfarily be taken 
from England, The Duke, ftruck with the force of 
the fz&j yet embarrafled how toad, as preliminaries 
were really figned, repaired to Choifeul at Verfailles^ 
and addrefled him thus :*— *^ My Lord, I have com-- 
4Qiitted a great miftake in figning the preliminaries, as 
the afiair of the India pofleffions muft he carried down 
to tbe laft conqueft in Afia/' To this Choifeul re- 
plied) '< Your Grace aftoniflies me ; I thought 1 had 
veen treating with the Minifter of a great nation, and 
iMt with a fiudent in politics, who does not confider 
tlie validity of written engagements." — ** Your re- 

froach^ my Lord, is juft,* returned the Duke; **bct 
will not add treachery to negligence, nor betray my 
country deliberately, becaufe I have overlooked hor, 
intereft unaccountably in a (ingle circumftance : there**^ 
fore, unlefs your Lord (hip agrees to cede the latter 
conquefis in India, I (ball return home in twelve 
hours, and fubmit the fate of my bead to the difcre^ 
tion of 6n £ngli(h Parliament," Choifeul, flaggered 
at the Duke's intrepidity, complied ; and this country 
now enjoys about half a million annually, through the 
firmnefs of a man, whofe virtues have never jet re- 
ceived juftice from the community. On the termina- 
tion of the a(rair to his fatisfadron, he gave hrs in- 
formant, the Dutch "gentleman, the warmeft recom- 
mendations to England, who accordingly came over, 
and received a penfron of 500/. a year froooi the indi^i 
Company^ as a reward for bis fervkea^ 
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A NEW POLITICAL DANCE. 

[From the Oracle.] 

T HAD knock'd my lafl pipe out, and ftept into bed, 
•*- It was twelve, or at leaft prettv near, 
When the ftrangeft conceits found their way to my head, 
And thus fancy began her careen 

My mind all the day had been thinking on France, 

Her fleets, and her armies on ihore ; 
So I dreamt that ail nations flood up for a dance. 

Such a dance as was ne'er ^feen before. 

Sardinia, Germany, PitxjssiA, and Spain, 
Were the foremofl who jt{^'d it. away;— 

Then England flood up— bid 'em play a bold flrain, 
And with Holland they all danc'd the hey. 

Thus join'd hand in hand, they all danc'd in a rin^ 
France caper'd and kick'd in the middle; 

But fo quick were their tunes that they fnapt ey'ry firing, 
And broke down the bridge of the fiddle. 

Tho* the figure was chang'd they fliU flourifb'd their toes^ 

I ne'er faw fuch work at a ball ! 
Fbance took out her fnuff*box, and turn'd up hernofe^ 

Saying—" Here 's face to face with you all !** 

Then (he jump'd, and fhe footed, and frifk'd it to Ltficf 
She there danc'd thebeft, I muft own; — 

All the company faid, " fhe advanced in good ftyle;'* 
But again fhe fell back at Toulon, 

Such dancing muft harafs poor mortals to death; 

I remark'd how each ftrove for renown ; 
But Holland declar'd fhe was quite out of breath. 

And, without afking leave, fhe &t down* 

Poor Prus s I a, fatigued, was the next to begin 

A propofai to finnh the rout ; 
But Spain flarting back faid — " If Pruffia^/t;^i in^ 

I am fure it is time to give out /" 

I dreamt there mail now be an end to the fun. 
And that no other feats would be fhown ; 

For at length other dancers fell off one by one. 
And left £*cx,AKP and Francs all akme. 
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But agam they weat at itT^-each cried, " Play away — 
Come, fiddlers, flrike uptofometune;" — 

As to England, her flep wasTo vigorous and gay. 
That I thought fhe 'd leap over the moon. 

Then they danc-d to the Nile — but in Egypt, good lack \ 

My dream was put into a flurry ; 
France m^de a fal/e JU/i, and fell flat on her backy 

And I thought (he M not rife in a hurry. 

Then I laueb'd in my flceve, as (he fprawPd on the floor. 

When I &w her kick up both ber heels ; 
But Russia and TuRfCEY iMnmc'd in at the door,. 

And with England were x^iacing Scotch reels. 

Well, I thought I had got aiyiheir fleps to a charm \ 
Nay, while fleeping, .1 crieo out—" / 'vc f^ot ^em /" 

When r gave nvy poor wife fuch a thump on rfie arm. 

That £e wak*d vat by flapping my b m. 

Nemo. 

THE FRUITS OF THE WAR. 

{Prom the Moming^ Chronicle.] 

CAYS John Bull to Pat, 

•^ What would you be at.^ 
For religion and law we are waging this war v 

With what pleafure we pay 

Some new tax ev'ry day, 
In fupport of this hoLy> benevolent war t. 

Arrah, Johnny ailorey 

You have come down galore-? 
But what are the fruits e^ this fame blefled war ^ 

Your houfe burnt and fack'd,. 

The poor forely rack'd. 
Are thefe the good fruits of thb lame holy war I 

A weight of taxation. 

Of grief and vexation. 
Are, indeed, my dear Johnny, the fruits of this war. 

Compell'd ev'ry day 

Some new inapoft to pay, 
Is part of the fruit of this excellent war I 

While 
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While the rich are all carving. 

The poor are all ftarving — 
Alas, my dear Johnny, what fruits of the war ! 

Religion *s a fig 

Without the tithe-pig : 
Is this, maftcr parfi>n, the fruit of the war ? 

Attempt to petition, 

They call it fedition— 
To flop the career of this prolberous war ; 

And if you but reaion, 

Why then *t is high treafon— 
And to prifoni my boys, till the end of the war ! 

Shillilaom» 



LA SAINTE GUILLOTINE. 

Jt NKW SONG, ATTEMPTED FROM THB FRBNCR. 

[From the True Briton.] 
Tune, / 0*ir ike vm'€9ver*ii Htlls and gay Reghns rfFranu^ 

I. 
Tj^ROM the blood*bedew'd valleys and mountains of France^ 
^ Sec the Genius of Gallic Fn v a s i o n advance ! 
Old Ocean ihall waft her, unruffled by dorm. 
While our ihores are all lin'd with the Friends of Reform *i 
Confifcation and Murder attend in her trairr, 
With meek-ey'd Sedition, the daughter of Faine^ ; 
While her fportive Poi/fardes with light foot fteps are feen 
To dance iu a ring round the gay Guillotine ||. 

II. 

To London^ ** the ridi, the defenceless," flic comes— 
Hark! my boys, to the found of the Jacobin drums t 
See Corruption, Prefcription, and Privilege fiy, 
Pierc'd throi>gh by the glance of her blood-darting eye ; 



* See Proclamation of the Direftory. 

t The " toolon^ calummaud Authoxof the Rights of Man.**— See 
a Sir Something B t's Speech at the ShaWpeaie* 

II The Guitlotine at Arras was, as is well known to every Jacobin^ 
©dinted *^ eouUur de roft.** ^^,v«x 
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While Patriots from prifon and prejudice freed, 
In foft accents (liall lifp the Republican Creed, 
And with tricolour'd fillets, and cravats of green, 
Shall crowd round the altar of Sainte Guillotine. 

III. 

See the level of Freedom fweeps over tlie land— 
The vile Ariftocracy's doom is at hand ! 
Not a feat fhall be left in a Houfe that ice hioiv^ 
But for £<2;7 Bonaparte, and Baron Moreau.— 
But the Rights of the Commons (hall ftill be refpe£ted : 
Bonaparte himfelf fhall approve the ele^ed ; 
And the Speaker fhall marcn with niajeftical mien, 
And make his three bows to the grave Guillotine* 

IV. 

Two heads, fays our proverb, are better than one, 
But the Jacobin choice is for Five heads or none. 
By Dire^ories only can Liberty thrive ; 
Then down with the One, boys ! and up with the Five* ■• 
now our Biffaops and Judges will ilare with anmsement. 
When their heads are thrufl out of the National Ca/ement * / 
When the National Razor * has fhav'd them quite clean. 
What a liandfome oblation to Sainte Guillotine / 



JEU D'ESPRIT ON THE NEW FASHIONABLE 

PEOPLE AT PARIS. 

[From a French Journal ] 

CEE you that elegant light blue whifky, ivhich in 
*^ its rapid flight fkims like a fwallow the furface 
of the ftreet ? Who, think you, thus drives along in fo 
gaudy an equipage ? 'Tis a celebrated Shoemaker, an 
alUaccomplilhed, a captivating fon of Crifpin, a man 
of fafhion, a paragon of taile — in fhort, one who makes 
ihoes of a colourings a brilliancy y an eloquence ^ a poetry 

* La pttite Fenitre, and la Razoire Nathnale, fondling ezprefixons 
applied to the Guillotine by the Jacobins in France, and their pupils 
here, 

beyond 
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beyond all competition ! He never fpeaks but in num- 
bersy he never replies but in madrigals, never breathes 
l)ut in amorous fongs ; takes his meafures as Zephyrus 
gathers rofes — the jinacreon of the trade, the TibuUus 
of the buikin — in a word, the Ovid of the lad. This 
amiable enchanter has only thirty or forty thoufand 
livres a year ; it is from pure modefty that he waits 
upon his cuftomers in a whiflcy; he might have a 
coach, he fays^ if he pleafed ; but he is contented with 
hiswhiiky; h^ does not wi(h to excite envy. Is it 
not extraordinary to i&nd a man who knows fo well 
"what becomes bis fltuation^ Is it not an irre* 
flilible proof of the excellent order of things in a 
ilate, when the hierarchy of conditions is fo well ob- 
ferv^dj and when a Shoemaker can drive full fpeed in 
his carriage to the Palais Royal, with his (hoes at 20 
Qirpwns a fsti^ for ladies whcife coquetry not long ago 
i¥sis fain to deck itfelf jn Annet's wooden fboes ? Our 
Shoemaker^ befides, is a man unrivalled for his admi- 
rable prefence of mind; and no man in the world pof- 
fcfles in a more eminent degree the wonderful art of 
reminding a beautiful woman of her own importance. 
Lately a lady of the firfi rani, that is to fay, one of 
thofe ladies who would i/ujb to live in the Fauxbourg 
St. Germain, and whofe quality indifpenfabiy requires 
that the Boulevard ihould lie between them and 
Paris, faw at the houfe of one of her friends^ the 
'Wife of a perfon of proconfular dignity^ fome ihoes of 
the manufafture of Marboeuf, of a fh^ognwny inte- 
refting beyond defcription! " My ftars! I {ball 
expire with ecftacy ! O, lud! ^eu gentils foyers! 
ATefi arjie q* fa ni era'itcomme une has de foiel ^eu que 
c^eft que V habile homme qui t^ a fait ga? — Tm^en faut^ m 
je m'en nieurs.*^ In fliort, you may guefs what pafTed* 
The lady, a woman of wit and fpirit, fpokeof the ta- 
lents of our virtuofo with a noblenefs, a precifion, a 
delicacy, abfolutely inimitable. The vet^ we^x. ^-k^^ 
at daybreak^ that is, about twelve o'cVoeV^ tcv>j G^t^^"^- 
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man is fentfor. He appears — ** Sir, I hare a violent 
inclination for a pair of (hoes." — •* Your Ladylhtp 
does me a great deal of honour." — ** Pardon me, Sir, 
the honour is on my fide. Befldes, you will have no 
great difficulty to fit me. There is not a woman in.tl>6 
world more eafy in the articie of (hoes.** — •* Your 
Lady (hip is right. What majefty in that foot ! Your 
Lady(hip fure cannot be French ! impoflible ! Why, 
you have the fineft foot in the world, you have indeed.** 
<* Ah, as to that thtre matter^ Sir, I affure you — " 
** No, really; upon my veracity. Your Ladyfhip has 
a princely foot, 'pon honour. When would your 
Lady(hip be pleafed to have your (hoes ? The fooneft 
is always the beft, they fay. In two hours, Madame. 
Your mod obedient." He whips into the whiflcy, and 
away like lightning. 

He' kept his word. The (hoes were brought home 
at four, admired till fix, put on at eight, worn out by 
ten, and laid afide at daybreak. Next day the Lady^ 
enchanted with her purchafe, reiblved to put them on a 
fecond time. Her maids inform her of the irreparable 
damage they had fuftained. '* Amazement! didrac* 
tion ! Was there ever fuch an accident! inconceiva- 
bly (hocking ! Kun to his houfe, call him this in-^ 
ftant \ ru^!" All the footmen are gone in a moment. 
Monfieur is gone out. 'T is his night of the box at 
the Opera. Thither they hafte, and find him out i 
<< Comcf, Sir, come, this inilant ; there is not a mo- 
ment to lofe ; my lady is mortally ill ! my lady is in 
defpair."-^** Is it poffible? Oh my G — ! How un- 
lucky! I (ball follow yow this moment.'* He runs out 
in a great buflle. The company in the next box take 
htm for a Court Phvfician, or at leart a Doftor at the 
fa(htonabIe end of the town. He arrives. " Madam !**^ 
<< O, Sir, it is quite (hocking, quite (hocking: my (hoes 
torn to pieces — unfit for ufe !*' — •< Not poffible! Let us 
fee : ah, my G — ! torn, fure enough! I am thunder- 
"bvck! But how has this happened I Immortal (lioes I 

^T vs. 
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'T is beyond my comprebenfion: I am loft in amaze- 
ment! — Ahi Gady no! How dull lam! it muft be 
fo. I have it I 'II wager fifty louis that your Lady, 
ihip h^LS walked in them." 



A 



INSTRUCTIONS TO JUVENILE SPRIGS, 

FO-R SPRING RIDING IN JROTTEM ROW, 
[From the Morning Foil.] 

MR. EDITOR, 

S the feafon is faft approaching when we may ex- 
pe6l various difplays of eqneftrian ability in Hyde 
Park, I beg perm iifion, through the medium of your ' 
fporting vehiclf, to communicate fuch (hades of in- 
ftruclion (for obtaining diftinguifhed priority) as may 
Bot be known to thofe who are anxiouflv emulative for 
the hour of initiation in a fpot of fo much local cele- 
brity. The commencement of the feafon is about the 
middle or latter end of February, it is therefore full 
time you begin to provide yourfelf with a Bucephalus^ 
p£gajus^ or even what you pleafe ; in doing which, 
remember, if you wilh him to become an objeSf oi 
attradion, he mufl have a palpable appearance of 
blood: if he luckily poffefles enough,, it is totally 
immaterial whether he has a leg xo fiand on; and 
that he may fufFer no jocular depreciation for his infirm, 
mityj don't omit to procure his pedigree at the tiraf 
of purchafc ; whether it be real ox fi£fitiou5 will 
prove a matter of no moment to you or your friends^ 
as the pleafure of recital will be juft the fame ; an ? 
if the^r^, grandjire^ dam^ or grand-dam ^ were at a;, 
Jamous for their excellence upon the turf\ you enjoy th- 
eternal happinefs ^of boring your acquaintance witi- 
the exploits of the different branches, at the ixvMt 
you beftride the imaginary merits of the whole gene" 
ration* 
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A deed of thefe fuperior qualifications having been 
fecured, immediately turn your thoughts to the necef- 
fary apparatus^ in which bejparticularly careful to pre* 
fer ornament to utility. The extra neatnefs of your 
faddle being adjufled from the hands of a popular 
maker, a hard and Jharp bridle will the beft anfwer 
your purpofe ; for although it will occafion the horfe 
to move in conftant miferyy that confideration is not to 
be put in competition with the more important de- 
termination you have formed of cutting a figure^ 
which you will always have it in your power to do, 
by throwing the horfe fuddenJy upon his haunches 
whenever you pleafe ; and, by his prancing in pain^ 

' as Juddenly alarm the ladies wherever you go. It 
will be neceflary you give your faddler a pofitive order 
to furnilh you with a crupper^ as well as a falhion- 
able breaji-plate ; they have each ^their k^/V/Vj^/ for as 
one will prevent the horfe's Jlrpping through his 
girthsy To the other will prevent the faddle's Jlip- 
fing over his ears. The horfe being thus provided, 
advert to the tout enfembky and let your own ap* 
pearance critically correfpond with the Rojinante you 
have felefled. Yoo will readily conceive it direflly in 
point that you afFeft the fportfman^ though you never 
faw a hound in your life; your taylor^ therefore, in 
whofe province it is, will fet you perfedly right in 
the article of drefs, rendering inftrudlions from me 
upon that head totally unnecelTary. 

Previous to the time of mounting your horfe, ^«rj 
fhould by no means be forgotten, as they are in gene- 
ral, to young riders, of double and treble utility. 
Firft they may, by a fudden exertien, if your horfe 
makes a trip, or happens to JiumbU^ keep him from 

falling* Should he prove too volatile in his temper, 
and run away with you, they may probably allift in 

flopping him '^ or, what is of much more confequence, 
if prudently brought into forcible contaft with his 

Jides, 
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Jidtiy they may perhaps luckily enable you to kecpt 
your feat till the garden wall, or the guard-houfe at 
Kennngtoni puts a (lop to his career. 

When mounted (let it be at whatever part of the* 
town it may), keep your body perfeSly ereii^ as a* 
pofition moft ottraEling to the ladies \ go an eafy half 
fpeed over the ftones, with a Jlack reirij which will 
not only domonftrate a palpable reliance upon the 
fafety of your horfe, but prove at your tHlre a mo(k 
diftinguifhing trait of your courage and humanity. 
Thus aniufing, or rather furprifing^ the mechanical 
part of the world in the ftreets, contrive, at entering 
the Park gate, fo to do, at the very moment of: a- 
carriage pafling, that, by having no more than a 
bare inch between the wheel on one fide, and the' 
gate-pqfi on the other, you convince the gaping pedef 
trians that the old proverb was with you^ and that 

*' Naught is never in danger." 

If any thing in your manner and appearance 
ihould unexpe£tedly conftitute a kind of reverential 
awe, and the very modeft civil porter at the inner 
gate feem difpofed to make you a refpeSlful obedience^. 
apply your fingers rather briflcly to the rein of the 
hardzxA Jharpy and with the flioulder of your horfe 
twirl him out of the way, as it will not only prevent 
him the trouble, but ferve to convince him you are (in 
your own opinion) zpQthnoffome confequence, and- 
he will, of courfe, be better prepared to pay you 
proper refpeft upon a future occafion. Having " run 
thus far before the wind," or, in other words, ar- 
rived at the place of deftination, where you are to 
become a diftinguiihed candidate for popular pre- 
eminence, no time is to be loft; therefore, without 
adverting to the unfportf man- like idea of your horfe's 
coming full out of the ftable, and not had time to un- 
load hi^'Cascafci fet' off at his full ffced^ oc ^» Tktax 
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it as you can ^^n/irrf to ride (without the danger of 
falling J^ and continue it to the end of the Row ; if you 
luckily efcape without an atcident^ it will not only. 
(with thofe who tuvtr rode thcmfelves) obtain you the 
credit of a good horfeman and bold rider, but confti- 
tutc you an ^bjeEl of general notice upon your return, 
as well as aiford (Iriking proof of the Jfted of your 
horfe, particularly as he had not the common pace of 
a pofi'borje put in competition with him. Ride clofe 
to the foot-path, and with a look of pure apathy en- 
deavour to make others look at j^^^; in pafling a very 
handjome or a very modeji woman, be fure not only to 
ftare her totally out of countenance, but, by repeat- 
edly turning the head, and looking after her^ endea* 
vour to inculcate the idea of an intrigue^ by way of 
doing honour to her reputation. When you have to- 
tally exhaufted your ftudied colleflioh of gejluresy ac- 
cumulated for and thrown off upon the occafion, have 
recourfe to your handkerchiefs the frequent and airy 
flirtings of which will give a relief in lights 2Xi^ fbades 
to the whole ; and when depofited in your pocket, 
cafually leave a third hanging carelefsly out — no bad 
mode of convincing the world you are not without 
one* In your repeated gallops of attra^ion, be fure 
hot to d'eviate from a (Iraight line of determination ; 
turn neither to the right nor le/tj but let thofe who 
value their own fafety get out of your way; it will 
prove the principal part of your bufinefs to take care 
of youffeJf. Should any cynical old sportsman 
furvey you with an emphatical leer^ bordering upon 
indignation, pay him with intered ; ^^ aifume a de- 
gree of courage, if you have it not;" and by a look 
of effrontery, finifhed with a contemptuous fneer^ con- 
vince him you can look with much more contempt 
than he can. 

When the great bufmefs of public appearance is 
complete! and the cup of ambition amply filled in 

Rotten 
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Rotten Row, it will then be diredly in Jlyle to fa/hlon* 
ably and carelefsly look \mx.Tatterfairs, tocaftyou^ 
eye over what there may be for Monday's fale. When 
there, afk a thoufand queftionsj not one of which may- 
be at all to the purpofe ; fee horfes out that you have 
neither inclination nor money to pufchafe : all which 
will afford you the credit of being a knowing one^ as 
mofl of thofe who wi(h to be thought fo proceed di* 
redlly in this way. In your return it will be direflly 
in character to kick up a little duji (though the weather 
be wet) with the turnpike-men at Hyde Park Corner ; 
this will foon colle<Si a crowd, and render you KWbetter 
known, if not more univerfally refpe^e/1^ Pay nQ 
attention whatever to the ill-digefied recommendatioii 
of walking your liorfc home, that he may come in 
<aoL, and be the more ready to drefs. Such lenity only 
fpoils good fervants ; the be{l mode, undoubtedly, i$ 
to take him home in a high (late of perfpiration, as it 
will then be impoflibic for the fervant to negleft liis 
iluty without detection ; and by having three or four 
hours earneft employtnent, he will be prevented from 
a tendency to habitual indolence. 

Should thefe hints (the refult of long experience) 
be thought worthy infertion* additional inUfu£tions 
il^all foon reach you from the pen of 

Gambado. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR THE XOUNGE IN BOND STK E£T, THE HOTEL, AN» 

THE coffee-room; indispensably necessary for 

EVERY NOVICIATE WHO WISHES TO ACQUIRE A PER- 
FECT KNOWLEDGE OF THE USAGE DU MONDE, 

[From the fame.] 
MR. EDITOR, 

TJAVING in my laft laid down infallible rules for 
"■•^ the obfervance of fuch juvenile /pn'gs as might 
have indulged a wiih to acquire popularity in Rottea 
Row, I now, in confequence of the frejh fry fo con- 
flantly emerging from the Jchohflic trammels of Eton, 
Weftminfter, and Winchefter, as well as from both 
univerfities, prefume you will readily coincide with 
me in opinion, that a fele£t train of inftrudions fotr 
the prefervation t)f perfonal dignity in the lounge of 
Bond Street and its fafhionable vicinity, cannot prove 
inapplicable, but, on the contrary, liighly acceptable 
to the very great number of inexperienced mafcuUne 
tninutie^ who have not yet had opportunity to dif- 
^\?ij \\{q\v perfons zn^ perfe^ions amidil the gay frivo- 
lities of the metropolis^ 

'Having recently efcaped from thQ obfcurity of 
dreary zvalis and dull prof ejfers^ 2l phenomenon of uni- 
verfal brilliancy and family admiration, your embarka- 
tion muft be made by completely (baking oflF* every 
degree of obedience to parental authority or friendly 
.admonition. This leading point cannot be more de- 
cifively and effedually carried, than by being driven 
into town poji (with a break-neck rapidity) to the door 
of fome hotel of celebrity: the more expenfive the 
houlc and its accommodations, the mor^ will your 
name be blazx>ned by the trvimpet of Fame, as a new 
and fuferlatm devotee to the di6fates of FaQiioa. 

At 
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At the moment of arrival, you feem ie- undergo a 
kind of regtmration^ and abfolutely begin a new life : 
the fervilhy of your pojli lions y the fulfome (but de-- 
ceptive) adulation of the waiters^ and the politiffi of 
Boniface trebU refined^ all ferv^ mod: powerfully to 
convince you how great your weight has already become 
in the fcale of fociefy. Conducted to your apartment 
of elegance, equally calculated for eafe and admira* 
tion, you inflantly become the Adonis of your own 
imagination. Nature being intended to enjoy a gra« 
tification of evety wilh, it becomes immediately the 
4eterminatien of a man of fafhion to deny himfelf no 
one fleafurei comfort, or happinefs (however extrava- 
gant) that power can procure y or influence obtain. As 
pecuniary compenfation, with *< brilliants of the firll 
water,'* is^ only 2^ fecondary confideration, it is very 
much below your attention ; that will of courfe be- 
come much more the province of the maitre d^hoteU 
wbofe care it mud be in future to dun, and not yours to 

This confideration making its /r^/>/r impreffion upon 
your refined fenjibilityy and perfe^ly fatisfied of the 
ftrift propriety of your conduct (always completely 
fljielded by your intentional integrity), you proceed to 
order a profufion of every delicacy without fear or 
rejlraint ; and enjOin the whole to be got ready with 
that Jcind of poji-hajie expedition which implies your 
very exiflence to depend upon the injlantaneous exe- 
cution of your commands. When they are minutely 
obeyed, then Js the moment arrived for a happy dis- 
play of your/flf^mm/y. Deliberately colleft yourfelf 
for one general exertion to produce a grand efiedl. In 
(hort, find fault with every ^ngle article without ex- 
ception, d — » the waiter at almoft regular dated pe- 
riods,^ and never let hinn (land one moment Jtilly but 
** keep him eternally moving,*' having it in reniem- 
brance he is only an unfortunate and wretched fubordi- 



124 lirST&UCTmirS FOUTUB'LOUKGETff BOND STREET. 

nate, of courfc a Jiranger to feelings which are an 
ornament to human nature; with this recollec- 
lion on your part, that the more illiberal the abufehe 
^as from youj the greater viil be his admiration of 
your fuperior abilities, and gentkmanAWi^ qualifica- 
tions. Confirm him in the opinion he has fo juftl^ 
imbibed, by fwearing \hcji/h is not warm through—^ 
the poultry is old and " tough as your grandmother \^ 
the paftry is made with butter, rank Irijh; thecheefc, 
which 'they call Stilton is nothing biit pale Suffolk \ 
the malt liquor damnable^ a mere infuiion of malt, 
tobacco, and toculus Indicus ; the port mujhf\^ the (herry 
Jovr\ and that the whole of the dinner and def- 
fen were ** infernally infamous,*' and, of courfe, not 
fit for the entertainment of a gentleman. Conclude the 
ledure with an oblique hint, that without better ac- 
commodations and more ready attention, you ihall be 
under the neceflity of leaving the houfe for a more 
comfortable fituation. This fpirited declaration at 
ffarting will anfwer a variety of purpofes, but none 
io ciTential as an anticipated objeftion to the payment 
of your bill whenever it may be prefented. Wiih no 
fmall degree of perfonal oltentation, give the waiter 
your naiTie, " becaufe you have ordered your letters 
there, and, as they will be of importance, beg they may 
be taken care of, particularly jihofe written by a fe^ 
male hand, of which defcription many may be ex- 
peaed;* 

Having thus introduced you to, and fixed you, re- 
cruit-like, in good quarters, I confider it almofl: un- 
neceflary to fay, however bad you may imagine the 
wine, 1 doubt not your own prudence will point out 
the cbaraaeriflic neceflity for drinking enough, not 
only to attord you the credit of reeling to bed by the 
help of the bannifters, but the collateral comfort of 
calling yourfelf " damned queer" in the morning, ow- 
ing entiiely to the villanous adulteration of the 

wine I 
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wine ; for, when mild and genuine, you can take off 
three bottles " without winking or blinking/' When 
roufing from your laft fomniferous reverie in the 
morning, ring the bell with no fmaU degree of 
energy, which will ferve to convince the whole family 
you are awake. Upon the entrance of either chamber* 
lain or chambermaid, vociferate half a dozen queftions 
in fucceffion, without waiting for a fingle reply ; as, 
** What morning is it?— Does it hail, rain, or (hine? 
— Is it a froft ? — Is niy breakfaft ready ? — Has any 
body inquired for me? — Is my groom here r *' &c. &c. 
And here it becomes directly in point to obferve, that 
a groom is become fo evidently neceflfary to the ton 
of the prefent day (particularly in the neigh l>ourhood 
of Bond Street), that a great number o( gentlemen keep 
a grosm who cannot (exgept upon creditj keep a horfe\ 
but then they are always upon the " look-out for 
horfes ;*' and till they arc obtainedyihe employment of 
the groom is the embellifhment of both ends of his maf- 
ter, by fird drefling his head, and then polifhing his 
boots and {hoes. 

The trifling ceremonies of the morning gone 
through, you will fally fonh in fearch of adventures, 
taking that great mart of every virtue, ** Bond 
Street,*' in your way. Here it will be impoflible 
for you ^ (between the hours of twelve and fourj to 
remain even a few minutes without falling in with 
various " feathers of your own wing ;** fo true it is, in 
the language of Rowc, " you herd together," that 
you cannot fear being long alone. So foon as three 
df y©u are met, adopt a Knight of the Bath *s motto, 
an(i become literally ^^trlajunSiain ««<?;" or, in 
other words, link your arms fo as to engrofs the whole 
breadth of the pavement. The fun of driving fine 
women and old dons into the gutter is exquifite, and of 
courfe conftitutes a laugh of the moii humane feiillbi- 
lity. 'Never make thefe excurfions without y^«rj ; it 

o 3 ^-^iS^ 
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■will afford not only prefumptive proof of ycmv reaUy 
keeping a horfe, but the /wr^j^ opportunity of haoking a 
fine girl by the gown, apron, or peUicoat ; and whilit 
(lie is under the diftreffing mortificarion of dileptaa- 
gling herfelf, you and your companions can add to her 
dilemiTia^ by fome indelicate innuendoy and in the nK>- 
nient of extrication, walk oflF'with an exulting ex- 
clamation of having ** cracked the muflinr" Let it 
be a fixed rule, never to be ,fcen in the loungb 
without 2i Jiick ot cane; this, dangling in a firing, 
may accidentally get between the feet of any feiliale 
in pading ; \{ Jhe falls ^ in cohfequence, that can be 
no fault of yoursy but the efte6l of her indifcret'tany \x\ 
not keeping her legs clofer together. 

By way of relief to the famenefs of the fcene, 
throw yourfcif loungingly into a chair at Owen's^ 
cut up a pine with the greateft fang froidy amufe your- 
fcif with a jelly or two, and after viewing with ^ 
hdi^^y. indifference whatever mav prefent itfelf, throw 
down a guinea (without condcfcending to afk a quef- 
tion), and wa4k off; this will not only be poliiically 
inculcating an i«ica of your feeming liberality upon 
the prefent, but paving the way to credit upon a /«- 
ture occafion. I had hitherto omitted to iiiention the 
neceflity for previoufly providing yourfcif with a glajs 
(fufpended from your button-hole by a firing), the 
want of which will inevitably brand you with vulga^ 
rityy \i ViOX vi\\}^ indigence \ for 'the true (and formerly 
** unfophiflicated ") breed of old John Bull fsfo very 
much altered by badcroffes and a deficiency in conftito- 
tional flamina, equally afFefting the optic nerves^ that 
there are very few men oi fajhian can fee clear beyond 
the tip of the npfe. 

At the breaking up of the parade, flroll, as it were 

accldenta4Iy, into the Prince of Wales's Coffee-houfe, 

in Conduit Street, walk up with the greatefl eafe and 

confumoiate confidence to every box in rotation ; 

_ look 
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Ibok at every body with a certain inexplicable hauteur^ 
bordering upon contempt ; for although it is moft 
likely you will know little or nothing of thenii the 
great objeS is, that they fliould have a perfect inow^ 
ledge of you.' Having repeatedly and vociferoufly 
Galled the waiter when he is moft engaged^ and at each 
time afking him various queftions equally frivolous and 
injignificantj feem to ikim the furface of ** The Morn- 
ing Poft" (if difengaged), humming the march in 
Blue Beard y to (how the verfatility of your genius ; 
when finding you have made yourfelf fufficiently con^ 
fpicuousj and an obje£t: of general attraSfion (or rather 
attention), fuddenly leave the room,' but not^ without 
faQ\\ 2LTi emphatical mo^t o^ Jhutting the door^ as may 
ariFord to the various companies and individuals a molt 
Jiriking proof of your departure. 

Confcious I have prefumed too much upon your 
paper 2iTiA patience^ I, can only (by way of compenfa- 
tion) fay, ihould thefe remarks prove worthy com- 
munication to' the ** rifing generation,^ you may, per- 
haps^ hear again from 

Gamsado. 



THE INFLUENCE OF THE ATMOSPHERE ON 

LITERARY GENIUS. 

[Original:] 
SIR, 

CO m^ny eminent men have acknowledged them- 
^ felves to be mentally afFefted by the thicknefs or 
tenuity of the atmofphere, that one can hardly re- 
fofe to admit that there is more in it than mere whim. 
The preference which Milton gave to particular 
months is well knowR. Winter was his favourite 
fcafbn for compofition ; and though Dr. Johnfon, in 
his 80th paper of the Rambler, fays, that " to men 
of ftudy and imagination winter is gendrallY <^Nft. 
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chief time of labour," and that ** gloom and filence 
produce compofure of mind and concentration of 
ideas/' yet, in his life of this great poet, he con- 
demns the fuppofition that the (late 6f the elements 
can operate upon the mind fo as to clog the pinions of 
fancy, or relax the vigour of judgment. ** This de- 
pendance of the foul upon the feafons,'* fays he*, 
*' thofe temporary and periodical ebbs and flows of 
intelle^l, may, I fuppofe, judly be derided as the 
fumes of vain imagination. The author that thinks 
himfelf weathcr-bpund will find, with a little help 
from hellebore, that he' is only idle or exhaufted. 
But %\hile 'this rotion has pofTeAion of the head, it 
produces the inability it fuppofes.. Our powers dwc 
much of their energy to our hopes. Wheq fuccefs 
feems attainable, diligence ir enforced ; but when it 
is admitted that the faculties are fuppreded by a crofs 
wind or a cloudy fky, the day is given up without 
rcfiftance; for who can contend with the courfe of 
nature?'* But this was not always the Doctor's opi<. 
nion; for in the 117th number of the work firft 
iTicntioned he afTerts, as a truth univerfally kndVn, 
that ^* the faculties of the mind are invigorated or 
"weakened by the Jiate *of the body^'^ and that ** the body 
is in a great meajure regulated by the various comprcjffions 
of the ambient air," Perhaps the gigartic powers of 
this^ great author were lefs fubje£l to thtfe impreiTions 
than thofe of other men. But his afTertions, fo op- 
pofite at different times, lead one to prefume he was 
not completely invulnerable. A flight eaft wind, that 
ftall run upon heaps the mental fcafFoldings of inferior 
genius, might blow through the flrong and well- 
compafled divifions of the Dodor's brain, almoft 
v^ithout difcompofmg an idea. But if Milton was 



• Page 182, vol. i. 
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fuhjtSt to the ^« flciey influences," who may hope to 
efcape ? Who, fetiing winds and weather at defi- 
ance, fhall mount in the very teeth of Eurus ; and 
difdaining all unpropitious modifications of the ele- 
ments, wander through the regions of philofophy or 
imagination, unlhackled by the accidents of climate 
and regardlefs of the abfence of health ? If then our 
firft-rate geniu fes are conr\paratively rich men, have 
felt fuch tedious interregnums of infpiration from the 
unfavourable afped of the heavens or the want of 
other elemental combinations, how much more de- 
plorable muft be the predicament of that immenfe 
mafs of fubordinate authors who depend on the pro- 
dudions of the head to fatisfy the demands of the 
appetite ? The writer of a faturnine caft may be un- 
done by an ill-tinied admittance of the meridian 
fun, while he of a lighter complexion is half anni- 
hilated under the turbulent grandeur of a wintry he- 
mifphere. It therefore becomes more particularly 
incumbent on thefe fubalterns in literature to ftudy 
the effeft of time and place, and afcettain with eK- 
aAnefs the wind and atmofphere neceflary to fet their 
intelle&ual machines in motion. Then perhaps the 
author, a mere automaton in the funfhine of Ken- 
fington, may fparkle a brilliant of the firfl: water,, 
when tranfported to the eaft of Temple Bar ; 
where the gloom of Bolt Court. {\ill cpnd^nfe his 
diflipated ideas, and fancy, charmed with the hollow 
murmurs of the north wind, call up a rich' train of 
images to flutter round his pen. ' For the fpirit of 
a gayer temperament, on whom azure flcies and em- 
broidered vallies z&, .mod kindly, if his neceflities. 
will not allow him to fleep away the hibernal 
months, he may ihip himfelf to fome ifland in the 
fouthefn ocean, and grow immortal in a more con- 
genial latitude* 

G5 Were 
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Were this dependance of authors upon the elements 
more generally underflood, how much might the 
knowledge tend to mollify the hearts of landlords, 
laundrefTeSy and all that miferable uibe which infefts 
the higbeji retreats of genius ! If thefe people could 
orice be taught what degree of aerial denfity or tenuity 
was neceffary to fet their debtor's intelledl in favourable 
agitation, they would then transfer their blame of his 
non-performance where it ought to reft — on the air 
and fky ; and with the fimple logic of humanity, par- 
don the abfence of the efFe(^ when the caufe had not 
occurred to produce it. An attorney, once in pof- 
feflion of this (ecret, might often compofe himfelf in 
his own parlour, certain of worrying the pennylefs 
author to no purpofe ; whofe landlady, with a little 
attention to her barometer, might learn to time her 
demand of payment with fuccefs. How lamentable 
it is, Mr. Editor, that this fpecres of philofophy is 
not univerfally inculcated 1 Who (hall enumerate the 
irremediable chafms which have been made in an im- 
portant chain of reafoning, by the abrupt appearance 
of thefe vulgar intruders on the folitudes of great 
men ? What poetical beauties may they not have 
dcftroycd in the very germ ? Who Ihall number the 
elegant combinations they have ruined, or what happy 
fimiles they have ftifled in the birth ? A member cm 
ParHament, fuppofed to be labouring for the nation's 
welfare, is exempt from certain duties, and enjoys 
many privileges above, the reft of his countrymen. 
Should not the venturous inveftigator of moral truth, 
or the ingenious creator of imaginary worlds, have 
his privileges alfo? The member expatiates on the 
advantages of a proje£led canal ; the writer labours to 
imprefs the dignity of virtue. Is this taik lefs arduous 
or lefs noble, that the author (hould be more expofed 
than the member of Parliament ? more efpecially is 

the 
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tjie former worthy of your proteftlon, if you will be fo 
kind to allow that his misfortunes frequently originate 
from caufes which he cannot govern. Good Mr. 
Editor, try to procure us (for by this time you per- 
ceive I am an author) a few flmilar immunities, and 
you (hall be immortalized; we may then court the 
Mufe, without dreading an interruption to our tete-a- 
tete from that mod hideous of all God's creatures, a 
bailiff; and even when the Wafting eaft howls through 
our garret, and drives away the Mufe, we (hall feel no 
inclination to fufpend our privileged fublimities to the 
ceilings. Make the attempt, my dear Sir ; in the . 
courfe of the year all forts of weather will operate on. 
all degrees of authors, and every one (hall ihare his 
talents to record your praife : amongft the firft depend' 
upon receiving (if the atmofphere be propitious) the 
gratef^al effufions of 

Your moft humble fervant, 

Peter Paragraph. 



IMPROMPTU, 

ON THE 'MARRIAGE OF MR. HUSBAND TO MIS$^ 
BREEDING, OF DURHAM. 

TXjTHEN (ingle you were Breeding ; yet 
^^ 'T was known yon werea maid ; 
An Hujband yow^ when Breedings met, 
And foon a wife were made ! 

Indeed, fair dame, this match has prov'd 

A very odd proceeding ; 
Your Hujhand^ ^\ng\t^' Breeding |ov*d, 

Vou, wedded, leave oS Breeding ! 



o 6 t^^T^-n. 
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PEGGY THE GAY, AND THE BOLD ROGER 

GRAY; 

A PARODY. 

[From the True Briton.] 

A PLOWMAN fo ftout and a Damfel fo fare, 
■^ Coovcrs'd as they fat on the hay ; 
They ogled eacH othef with /impering ftare ; 
Pretty reggy the Gay was the name of llie fair, 
And the Plowman's the Bold Roger Gray. 

•* And O !" faid the nymph, ** fince to-morrow you go 

Far hence with a fergeant to lift, 
Your tears for your Peggy foon ceafing to flow. 
Your loTC for lome weakbier maiden you '11 fliow, 

And Ihe '11 by my Roger be kife'd." 

•* What nonfenfc you talk !" cried the youth in a pet ; 

For by the Lord Harry I fwear, 
Nor cheeks red as cherries, nor eyes black a^ jet. 
Nor moift lips, nor of teeth the moil beautiful fet, 

Shall make me uutrue to my fair. 

* If ever by money or love led a fide, 

I forget my fweet Peggy the Gay, 
With the power of a juftice's warrant fupplied. 
May a conftable come as I fit by my bride, 

An^ bear me to prifon away !" 

To Glo'fter then haften'd this Plowman fo bold, 

His fweetheart lamented him fore, 
But fcarcely nine months had over him roiPd, 
When a rich butcher's widow, with bags full of gold, 

Bold Roger entic'd to her door. 

Her mutton and beef, fo red and fo white. 

Soon made him untrue to his vows ; 
They pampet'd his palate, they dazzled bis fight, 
They caught his affedtion, fo vaito and fo light, 

And ihe carried him home as her fpoufe. 

FroQi 
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From church the fond couple adjourn * to the Crown, 

The company laugh, drink, and (ing, 
'fhe bacon and greens thej' go merrily down, 
And the mugs were all frothing with liquor (o brown. 

When the bell of the alehoufe went — Ding ! 

Now firft Roger Gray with amazement defcried 

A ftranger ftalk into the room : 
.He fpoke not, he mov*d not, he look'd not afide. 
He neither regarded the landlord nor bride, 

Bui eameftly gaz'd on the groom. 

Full flout were his linhbs, and full tall was his height, 

.His boots were all dirty to view, 
Which made all the damfels draw back in a fright, ' 
Left by chance they ihould fully their petticoats white> 

And poor Roger began to look blue. 

His prefence all bofoms appear'd to difmay a 

The men fat in (ilence and fear ; 
Till trembling at length, cried poor Roger, " I pray 
Afide your great coat, my old cock, you would lay,- 

And deign to fwrtake of our cheer.*' 

The fwain now is filent — the ftranger complies,-— 

His coat now he flowly unclos'd ! 
Good Gods I what a fight met poor Roger's gray eyes, 
What words can exprels his difmay and furprife, 

When a conftable *s ftaflP was expos'd ! 

All prefent then utter'd a terrified fhout. 

All haften with hurry away ; 
For as no one knew whom he came to ieek out, 
Some tried to creep in, fome tried to rufli out. 

Till the conftable cried " Roger Gray !'^ 

" Behold me, thou falfe one !— behold me !'* he cried ; 

Remember h\r Peggy the Gay, 
Whom you left big with child to poilefs a new bride; 
But his Worfhip, to punifti thy Wifehood and pride, 

Has fent me to fetch thee awi^." 






* If fome hypercritic ihould aflc, How can this be, ifvben Q^ 
carried him hom^? I fay, I follow my archetype in dcfpi$og Ihdh 
trifles. 
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So faying, he laid his drong arm on the clown, 
Calling vainly for help from the throng ; 

He bore him away to- the gaol of the town,. 

Nor ever again was he feen at the Crown, 
Or the catchpole who dragg'd him along* 

Not long flaid the bride — for, as old women fay, 

The meat in her (hop was all fpoil*d. 
All her beef and her mutton were carried away, 
And fold to buy caudle for Peggy the Gay, 

iVnd biggins and pap for the child. 

Four times in each year, when in judgment profound 

The Quorum all doze on' the Bench, 
Is Roger brought up, and is forc'd to be bound 
With a frjend, in tlie fum of at leaft forty pouijd,. 

To provide for the child and the wench. 

The Churchwardens fit round the treat they don 't pay, 

Their cares all with '^^rf* beguil'd. 
They drink out of mugs newly form'd of bak*d clay, 
Their liquor is ale, and this whimfical lay 
They fing — *' Here 's a health to fair Peggy the Gay^, 

And the falfe Roger Gray and his child." 



} 



ANOTHER. 

[From the Morning Chionicle); 

A BULLDOG fo fierce, and a Spaniel fo meek,. 
Convers'd as ihey lay on- the mow; 
They ftar'd, and they barkM, and then utter'd a fqueak ! 
For the name of the dog we will Caefar befpeak, 
And the bitch was the fair little Flo. 

And, « Oh then !*' faid Caefar, " a buU-baiting, dear. 

To-morrow takes place atthe fair : 
J thither am fent; while 1 vtry- much fear 
Some dogs, to your eyes that more pleating appear, 

Tour affe6tions from me will enfnare." 

'•* Nay, check thefe fufpicions,** faid Flora diftrefs*d. 

Nor injure your true-love fo far ; 
For no other aog, you aiTured may reft. 
But Caefar alone with my heart (hall be bleff, 

For Caefar alone ruleth there. 



THE BULLDOG AND THE SPANIEL. t%$ 



] 



** If e'er on my channs noify Pincher or Jack 

Repofe, while they call me their wife, 
I wifli — (here £he fent forth a falfe oath, alack !) 
That your ghoft might appear without tail to its. back, 
Afcend from below with a terrible crack. 

And frighten me out of my life 1" 

To I g — n haflen'd this Bulldog fo fierce, 

Little Flora gave vent to her woe ; 
Scarce three days elaps'd, (how I grieve to rehcarfe !) 
When a Greyhound befpangled with fpots— what a curfe !— • 

Arriv'd at the kennel of Flo. 

His collar, his perfon, his flattering vows 

Soon made her untrue to her fwain : 
He won her attachment by graces and bows ; 
At length {he confented to call him her fpouie, 

And ne*er thought of Caefar again ! 

And now they were join'd in Hymen's foft ties^ 

And now they, for feafting prepared ; 
With pails full of tripe they regaled their eyes ; 
But how great was their wonder^ difmay, and furprife^ 

When they heard the bell ruig in the yard I 

Then firfl, much afloniQi'd, did Flora behold 

Some other dog plac'd at her fide, 
Who bark*d not at all, though he look'd very bold, 
While round to the fair-one his cycbalb he roU'd, 

And open'd his mouth very wide ! " 

His vifage was gruff, and gigantic his paw« 

His collar was fable to view : 
From the gueils on a fudden did pleafure withdraw ; 
The dogs all (hriek'd put at the fight of his claw, 

And the cats ail in concert cried— •• Mew I" 

So great was the fear and difmay that he fpread. 

So much had he frighten'd each dog, 
None fpoke, till poor Flora took courage, and faid— 
*' J pray that your gruffnefs afide might be laid, 

White you deign to partake of our prog." 



Ttcft. 
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This faid, her requcft with attentioa he grants, 

And he promis'd to alter his mien : 
He began like a donky to kick and to prance ; 
His flefh from his bones fell, as if t were in romance—' 

And a fkeleton dog^there was feen ! 

^Through the party this fent forth amazement, no doubt ;: 

This ftruck with a panic the row ! 
The maggots crept in, and the maggots crept out ; 
They flniggled, thev jump'd, and they fcamper*d about— 

While the fpedre addrefs'd little Flo. 

Thefe words to felfc Flora the (keleton fpake, 

While boldly he claim 'd her as wife — 
** Behold, I am come without tail to my back, 
To bear you to torture, to pains, aiid the rack ; 
To fink you b^low with a terrible crack — 

And fo put an end to your life !*' 

He fpoke — and his claws round the fair-one he threw ; 

Poor Flora redoubled her moan ; 
Then off with his prize to the devil he flew ; 
(Sad fate for poor Flora !)— but nobody knew 

Which way to Old Nick they were gone. 

Not long liv'd the Greyhound ; and none fince that hour 

To inhabit the kennel prefume : 
There, cbroni<Jles tell, forc'd by fome mighty power, 
She fufFers repentant, as well as her wooer, 

And mourns her deplorable doom ! 

At midnight, twelve times in each year does her fprite, 

When mortals are all fnoring out. 
Appear in the yard on a moonfhiny night, 
(Ye Gods, what a dreadful and horrible fight !) 

And fcreams as he twirls her about ! 

With tubs full of brimftone, and water, and mud^ 

'Midftdog-gobfins they utter their woe : 
A toad >they put rouad that would freeze one's hearts 

blood — 
*< Let us all drink a heahh to Caefar the Proud, 

And his confort the falfe little Flo t" 



} 
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■ 

THEATRE DE LA COMEDIE ANGLAISE. 

[From the Morning Poft.] 



SipNIOR GULIELMO PITTACHIO, 

In coelo natus. (Anglice, Heaven-born^) 

Informs the Public, 

That he has nearly got iato prime order and training 

ALL HIS PUPPETS, 
So celebrated througout Europe 
For obeying the fVord of Qommand^ 
And for doing as he bids them, 
With aftoniflilng facility. 
At his nod they fay Aye or No, utter long fpeeches^ 
get up, fit down, go out, nake a noife, hold their 
tongues;, and, in ihorty are completely obedient to 
bis will. • * 

The Entertainments of the Seafon * 

Will be ufiiered in 

With the fplendid Spe£tacle of 

THE DUTCH DEFEATED. 

The grandeur of the fubjeft is its beft panegyric. 

After this SpeSacle will be performed the Interlude of 

THE BATCH. 
The Signior himtelf will fing the well-known Song of 

*• Four-and- twenty Peeros baked, &c.'' 

The Peeros themfelves will be exhibited, if they can 

be made to wear their new dreflfes with any grace. 

With much difficulty, and at a va(t expenfe^ 

He has got up the Piece of 

WAYS AND MEANS, 

In which will be introduced a fuperb View of the 

LEAD, TIN, IRON, ANP COAL MINES; 

With Soldiers and Excifemen encamped at the mouth 
of them. The gloom and defpondence of the 
Miners will be finely contrafted with the pertnefs of 
Xhf^ £xcifemen,and the infolence of the Soldiers. 
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This Piece will be followed by the Farce of 
THE NEGOTIATION ; 

Or, LORD MUM IN FRANCE. 

Into this Farce he has interwoven the Plot of 

THE CONSPIRATORS. 

Chief Agent of the Confpirators, in breeches^ Mad. 

N . 

The whole to conclude with ' 
THE DANCE OF DEATH ; 

Or, WAR FOR, EVER. , 

The major part of his Puppets will affift in the Dajice^ 
The part of Patience and Poverty will be perfonified to 

the life by Mr. JOHN BULL. 
Admiflion to the lower part of the Houfe as iifual, and 

to the Gallerres according to the different Pieces 

performed. 
^N. B. The Signior having got rid of mod. .of 
the perfons who were his violent oppofers, hopes to 
go on without interruption, and with perfeSf unanimity^ 
to the end of ^he Seafon* 



THEATRE ROYAL, THREADNEEDLE STREET. 

npHE Public are refpeftfully informed, that ihis^ 
^ Theatre will be opened in a few days, when will 
be produced^ (for the firft time) 

An entii^e new Pantomime, 
Invented by the celebrated Sieur Pittac»io,, 

called 
TRANSMUTATION; 

OR 

HARLEQUIN ALCHYMIST!! h . 
Miller, by Mr, Oldland, 
Dammy, by Mr. Win»him. 
Caatwell, by Mr. Willforce^ 

Faiflotum, by Mr»Ros£MA.N. 
^ ^ O'Blunder^ 
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O'Blunder, by Mr. B — KE. 

Joey Maggot, by Mr. Bavks. 

Ennui, by Mr. Bull. 

nd Harlequin Alchymift, by the Sieuu Pjttachio.. 

Columbine, by Mrs. Molly Bull. 

I tlic courfe of the Panfomime the following curious 
Tricks will be performed : 

THE SIEUR PITTACHIO 

Will take a large quantity of Gold and Silver^ 
and put it into^the State Mill, 
(Which is worked fo cleverly by Mr. Oldland:) 
When, to the aftoniftiment of the Audience, 
[t. will be fuddenly changed into fmall bits of 
Paper, with various Impreflions and 
Signatures. 
.8 the Managers do not wifh to arrogate to them- 
felves the originality of this invention, 
The Public are informed, 
hat this Trick was borrowed from the famous Frenclt 

Pantomime, called The Revolution. 

The Mill changes to the Reprefentation of a Public 

Building near Broad Street. 

If the Audience will have patience^ 

THE SIEUR 

Engages, by the aid of his wonderful Magic, 

o command that noble Building (to the aftontfk- 

ment of the weak minds of the Multitude) 

To evaporate into Air ! 

** And not leave a rack behind! ! ! '* 

THE FANTOCCINI, 

From the old Theatre in St. Stephen^ 

Is laid by for the prefent ; 

For the too frequent repetition of that Exhibitioa 

has expofed all the Deceptions made 

ufe of by the Si£ub.» 
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But as the Sieur is i)*udying fome new Dcceptionr^ 

he will be enabled to bring it forward 

in a fiiort time. 

%* Bank Notes taken as iifuaU 

Alfoy the beft Price for old Rags. 

The Farce of The Solvent Debtors is obliged- 

to be deferred for want 'pf fufficient Paper — to ro-. 

patch fome old fcenes* 



THE HUMBLE PETITION OF GOLDENC 

GUINEA, 



A PRXSONEE IN THE BANK OF Etr&LAND| TO '———7^ 

MASTER OF THE MlNT^ 

Moft humbly ftoweih, 

'TPHAT your Petitioner has been, ever fince he came* 
"*- into the world, a good, true, and loyal fubjed of 
our Sovereign Lord the Kitig, whofe image he has- 
preferved in his bofom, pure, unfpotted, and unde- 
« filed ; and of good name,, fame, credit, and reputa- 
tion among his neijghbouFS,. with whom he lived for 
many years in the greateft harmony, loved,, admired^ 
and univerfally refpe^ed. 

That notwithftanding the ppemifes aforefaid, Peti- 
tioner was,, on the 30th day of September, in the year 
1793, arretted by an order of the Dire^ors of faid 
Bank, by whom he has ever fince been held in clofe; 
cuftody, though no- crime whatever -has been alleged' 
againft him, nof have they preferred any indidment, 
or taken any proceedings in his cafe. 

That at the time of your Petitioner's arreft„ as 
aforefaid, feveral of his brethren, equally good, true, 
and loyal ful>je6ls, were alfo thrown into the fame^ 
prifon, from whence they have been fmce, at various 
times, taken and tr^ifported into foreign parts, be- 
yond the feas, where they now endure a fhameful 

captivity^- 
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captivity, being often employed againft our faid Lord 
the King, his Crown and dignity. 

That fmce the imprifonment of your Petitioner, as 
aforefaid, feveral flimfy upftarts, Spanifh fwindlers, 
and bafe-born pretenders, have crept into poflTeffioa 

j of the vaft eftates heretofore enjoyed by your Pe- 
titioner and his family, wher6 they have been guilty 
of divers frauds and forgeries, to the great injury 
and diflatisfadlion of his Majefty's fubjcfis, who have 
thereby fuftained many grievous and heavy lofles. 

That your Petitioner underftood feveral of thefe 
tnalefaflors were taken up to anfwer for their various 
crimes, and Petitioner was thereby induced to hope 

. Petitioner, who had fo often and fo efFedlually fervcd 
his King and Country, would be Ihortly liberated, 
and reinftated in ail his former fplendour, agreeable 
to equity and good confcience, and the wifjhes of the 

* whole nation, every individual of which longs to em- 

* brace him. 

^ But Petitioner has lately learned, with frefti grief 

■" and accumulated forrow, that a little, dwarfifli, de-' 

•* generate abortion of his family, not pofleffing one half 

* of the worth, weight, or value of the poorcft of his 
'* anceftors, is placed under your care, and is (hortly to 

receive the countenance of our Sovereign Lord the 
^ King, and to be put into pofleflion of all the places 
^ and eftates of the Guineas. 

" That your Petitioner was well aware the flagitious 

' crimes of the ufujpers and pretenders herein before 

' ftated, would fooh bring them to deflrudlion, and 

therefore bore his confinement patiently, hoping a due 

fenfe of his value would lead to his reftoration ; but, 

* inafmuch as this new claimant is of the kindred of 
» Petitioner^ and defcended from one common ftock, 
^ your Petitioner fears his power may be more formi- 
^ dable, and that a confpiracy has been entered into 
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to annihilate and dedroy Petitioner, and all the other 
race of the Guineas, even to the Guineas of the h^lf 
Jblood. 

May it "therefore pleafe your Honour to take your 
Petitioner's cafe into confideratien, and Peti- 
tioner will ever pray* 



RECIPE TO MAKE A REBEL. 

[From the Morning Poft.] 

rpAKE a loyal fubjeft, uninfluenced by title, place, 
"*' or penfion, burn his houfe over his head, let the 
foldiery exercife every fpecies of infult and barbarity 
towards his helplefs family, and march away with the 
plunder of every part of his property they choofe to 
iave from the flames.^ Put him, then, for a few 
Jiours, on the picket^ to teach him military difcipline. 
Next day flog him ; ^ifirji time, to tell fecrets he never 
inew \ a fecond time, to difcover arms he never faw; 
and a third time, going to bed, to confefs treafons he 
never committed. 

If this mild and conciliatory fyftem (hall not pro- 
duce the defired efFeQ, let him be half-hanged^ huma- 
nity would recommend the bufinefs fhould be conjum^ 
matedy but there are obvious reafons of policy againft 
it. This generally throws him into a kind of deli- 
rium\ he miftakes a keeper of the King's confciencc 
for an executioner ^ and fancies himfelf in the infernal 
regiensy inftead of enjoying the bleffings of a frei 
government in a land of plenty. la this frenzy he will 
indulge fome days, and at the end of the. third morn- 
ing the moft ftubborn loyaliji will be converted into 
a febeL Should there, however, appear any dregs of his 
original difeafe lurking about him, lofe no time to.inr 
form him, that the jufl; indignation of hi^ Sovereign I 
is not to be averted by any earthly facrifice, and dif- 

mifs 
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tnlfs With infult any brave officer, who (hall dare to 
Cpare the lives of the penitent and deluded, , This mode 
has been pradifed with great fuccefs by certain quacks 
4n Ireland. 



HOW TO MAKE AN ENGLISH JACOBIN IN 

TWO DAYS. 



T 



[From the Oracle] 

'AKE of the herbs of hypocrify and ambition, of 
each two handfuls ; of the flowers of humility^ 
two fcruples; of the feeds of contention and (lubborn- 
•nefs, one hundred ounces each ; of the root of all 
>cvil, a large portion. Chop the herbs, flice the roots, 
and pound them together in a mortar of vain glory, 
^ith i, peftle of contradiction and deceit ; alfo add one 
hundred ounces of fyrup of felf-conceit, covetoufnefs, 
^nd felfiflinefs. Then let the perfon who is to be 
converted, tak« two fpponfuls each night and morn- 
ing, and when he is full of this hellilh compound, let 
him make a wry face and mouth, and fqueeze out 
fome tears of diffimulation : this will do wonders^ 
and make the fchifmatic maintain the Alcoran, run 
down the church, delude the people, juftify defola- 
tions, foment contention and Tebellion, and call it 
liberty of confcience. 



:the six grand principles of man's 

happiness. 

A. MILD mens^rchy ; a pureepifcopacy; an upright 
•^^ adminiftration of juftice; a fervent fpirit of reli* 
gion pervading all ranks; a general difpofition of in- 
duftry in all orders of men, but particularly amongft 
the lower ^nd more indigent claifes ; together with a 
temperate enjoyment of focial and domeftic pleafures : 
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thefc conftitute the moft perfeft and moft permanent 
means of happinefs that man can enjoy, fo long as he 
remains an inhabitant of the earth. 



r 



THE CHARACTER OF A TRUE BRITON. 

N drawing the chara£ter of a True Briton, let ns 
premife, that we {how him of no rank or clafs 
cxclufively. For, though our country, abhorring the 
<lead level of equality, boafts the ornament and the 
utility of Various ranks, by their gradation holding 
forth the faireft prize for emulation,, the moft lafting 
4and leaft fordid rccompenfe'of merit; yet one charac- 
ter pervades the whole. It is the inheritance, not of 
any clafs of individuals, but of the nation. It adorns 
the palace and the cottage, and prevails throughout 
all intervening ranks. Deprefled inone part, it would 
rife to notice in another: nor can it be extin6l, till all, 
which Heaven avert! fhall be corrupted by foreign 

^ principles, or foreign manners. 

The Tiue Briton is the child of virtue and of reafon. 

. The one he loves by natural difpofition ; the other 
guides him jn the praSice of her dilates. From the' 
flrength of his reafon, he is a zealous friend to order; 
by the virtuous ardour of his fpirit, he is an adorer of 
Liberty, Without the due reftraint of law, he fears 
he might be vicious ; without the energy of freedom, 
he feels he fbould be mean. He would neither have 
his evil tendencies indulged, nor his virtuous impiilfes 
reprefled. So ftrong his hatred of vice, that he wilt 

, i>ind himfelf to punifh it, even in hitnfelf : fo proud 
his jealoufy of unjuft force, that he will perifh rather 
than obey it, even in a trifle. A child may fhame 
him when he is guilty ; the whole world cannot makp 
him (brink when innocent.-~To admonition he is a 
reed—to violence, a rock. 

The 
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The virtues moft congenial to his foul are^ Courage, 
Integrity, Generofityi Compaffionk 

His courage, however, h neither irritable nor am- 
bitious. He will bear even injuries, till well afTured 
that they are fo intended ; and then at length he feeks 
for juftice, not revenge — for compenfation, not reta- 
liation. Secure in native dignity, and confcious of it, 
he waftes no time in ufelefs buftle to difplay his con- 
fequence. When the hour for z£tion comes, he a£ls 
with vigour and efFe£l ; when that is over, he enjoys 
tranquillity s^s his reward, well-earned and welcome. 

The integrity of the True Briton is inflexible. In 
all his dealings he is open, fair, ingenuous. He neither 
fufpe£ts others of mean artifice, nor will he ever floop 
to it himfclf. To this charaderiflic he owes his great 
commercial credit, which even his unremitting in- 
Juflry could never have extended to its prefent mag- 
nitude, had it not been fandtioned and fupported by 
his probity. For the fame reafon, he is not a man 
of compliment. If he means to render fcrvice, he 
will do it without promiflng and without parade ; if 
he means it not, or thinks it cannot be performed, he 
will be filent. Nor is he at any time a boafter ; for, 
tnowing the deceptions of felf-love, he fears left they 
(hould lead him into falfchood. When moft he has 
deferved commendation, he can with patience bear to 
lofe it ; eveti envy and unjuft reproach he can defpife ; 
the confcioufnefs of having done his beft, fupports 
him ; but praife unmerited is fhame and torture to 
him. 

His generofity and compaflion are infeparable. A 
tale of forrow never fails to melt him, and pity iSows 
fron) him in fliowers of gold. Where gold cannot 
relieve, he tries fuch other means as feem uiore fuited 
to the cafe ; but his firft movement is to give. The 
humanity of conquerors that favc their enemies is more 
congenial to his foul tha^i.the defire of vidory itfelf ; 

VOL. III. H * ■' "^^i 
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and yet for vidory, no one has done more, or nnore 
fucccfsfully. The efforts of an Elliot amazed the 
continental nations ; but Curtis, faving the lives of 
the enemy, at the imipinent hazard of his owm, was^ 
idolized in his native country. Without this trophy,'^ 
the triumph would have loft its brighteft ornament to 
Britons. 

The religion of the True Briton is rational and firm 
—equally remote from the folly of fuperftition and 
the impudence cxf infidelity. He was among the firft 
to fee and to rejeft the grofs corruptions of the Chrif- 
tian faith ; he will be the lafl: to countenance a worfe 
corruption, on pretence of farther reformation. He 
will never leave religion for the emptinefs of falfe and 
infidel philofophy. His ftrength of reafon teaches 
hitp in what points human reafon mud be weak ; and 
he will never boaft his knowledge, where he feels his 
Ignorance. 

His intelle£lual qualities, like all the reft, are more 
for ufe than oftentation. Sagacity and wifdom are 
allowed him by all furrounding nations ; nor can a 
name be mentioned to which all fciences have higher 
obligations, than to that of the True Briton. Others 
may excel him in invention ; in profundity and accu- 
racy of refearch, he is unrivalled. Yet is he not 
deficient in true genius. It is his pride, that in the 
line of poetry his country ftands the firft of modern 
nations, and not unfrequently has rivalled the beft 
models of antiquity. The tricks of falfe tafte and 
ambitious ornament, in fpite of temporary fafhion, he 
defpifcs. The writing that obtains his praife muft 
fatisfy the judgment and affeti the heart. By the fame 
rule he values eloquence, and every other effort of the 
intelleftual faculty. 

At the prcfent day, one ftriking feature not to be 
omitted in the charaSer of the True Briton, is, vene- 
tation for thexonftitution of his country. He views 

it 
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it as the work of wifdom, tried and meliorated by 
experience. That there arc imperfe£tions in it, he 
may perhaps admit ; for he h attached, not bigotted ; 
but they are fuch only, as he hopes by time and pru- 
dent counfel to remove ; or fuch as, being neceflary 
conceflions to the imperfeAions of mankind; cannot 
fafely be removed till human nature is corredted. He 
is fenfible of the value of that knowledge which is the 
refult of experience — and in fo important a point as 
the conftitution of his country, he is lead difpofed 
to yield to the theories of fpeculative men. To this 
fyftem he adheres, from ftrong conviflion of its excel- 
'lence. Innovation, proceeding from levity, hecon^ 
temns ; attended with injuftice, cruelty, or public 
danger, he abhors. He loves his king with fome re- 
ftriSions, and his country without any ; nor will he 
lightly rife againft the one, or throw the other into 
difcord and confuAon. To politics he is addi£led^ 
and not, perhaps, fufficiently averfe from parties. But, 
•when the public is in danger, he forgets all fubdivi« 
fions, and knows no party but his country. 

This is the True Briton, of which defcription a 
large majority exifts in every clafs of focial life through- 
out the nation : more or lefs perfeA, indeed ; but 
^ enough fo to fix this as the public charader, and 
thereby to deferve the refpcft and veneration of the 
world. 
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A CERTAIN CURE FOR THE REVOLUTION- 
ARY INFLUENZA AND MALIGNANT 
OPPOSITION FEVER. 

EXTRACTED FROM THB WORKS OF THE PHILANTHROPIC 
, MAXIMILIAN ROBESPIERRE, M.A. SURGEON GENERAL 
TO THE FRENCH EEPUBLIC9 PRESIDENT OF THE 
PHLEfiOTOMIC COLLEGE OF PARIS, HONORARY MEM- 
BER OF THE HUMANE SOCIETIES OF LYONS AND 
NANTES, &C.&C.&C. 

Humbly fubmitud to the Confideradou rf the noble and ignoble 
LiTverj of Libertj^ Equality^ -and San/culotiifm* 

{P-rom the Oracle] 

pUT the perfon and property of your patient In a 
^ flate of requifition ; conn^el his fons, above four* 
teen years of age, to join the army; take his horfes^ 
waggons, and carts, to convey thofe fons of liberty to 
the frontiers ; demand his boots and fl)oesfor their ufe, 
and his linen to drefs the wounds which the Children of 
Freedom may receive from the Satellites of Dejpotijm \ 
force liitn to depofit one fourth of his fortune, as a 
voluntary Joan, and to fell the produce of his land, 
or his merchandife, at whatever price you deem proper 
to fix upon rt ; enjoin his daughters, on pain of deaths 
not to refufe any offers of marriage ; and in order tp 
promote a crifts^ fend fome of your moft defpicable af- 
fiftants with propofitiona, which they will not dare to 
rejedt, and yet muft hefitate to accept. 

Should the nerves of your patient become irritated 
by acuteaefs of pain, and produce fymptoms of oppo- 
fition to your will, or indications of refiftance to the 
falutary regimen you have prefcribed, it will be necef- 
fary to awe him into fubmlflion by terror^ which may 
be effefled by a fim pie exhibition of the revolutionary 
army and ambulating guillotim. 

Although the above alterative proves efFeflual in 
ordinary cafes, it is liable, in inveterate ones, to en- 
gender 
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gender choler, v^hich frequently caufes long and loud 
eruflationsy diftortions of the face, foaming at the 
mouthy and other figns of internal convuinons, which 
cannot be fupprefled, but by hleedlng with a bayonet^ 
fcartfying with afabre^ or bliftering with gunpowdir. ^ 

lij unfortunately^ the malignancy of the difeafe 
baffles the powers of thefe gentle correftives ; if your 
patient grows turbulent, frantic, and ungovernable, it 
will be expedient to order him into clofe confinement 
— to reduce his diet until the fever fubfides, and to 
have him examined before a tribunal of the faculty ; 
after which you mud give him an airing, in a demo^ 
cratic carriage y to fome fpacious place, where, for the 
fake of public indrudion, his head (hould be fh'aved 
by the national raz$r ; an operation invented by the 
patriotic Do&ot Guillat, and which has never beei^ 
known to fail. 



FREEDOM OF A CITIZEN OF PARIS. 

[From a French Journal.] 

" /^PEN your doors, in the name of the law,'* cries 
^^ an officer of police, at five in the morning. — 
I immediately open my doors. 

" Your papers." — «* Here they are." 
" You come from the army ?" — " Yes, Citizen." 
— " But your paffport is not ftamped.'* — " How fo, 
Citizen ? it is indeed." — " But. has it been counter- 
figned by the commandant of the place, and marked 
by the general ftafF?"— « It has."—" Your ftamp i$, 

however, black, and it (hould have been red.'* 

** Surely, Citizen, its colour has nothing to<Io with it?" 
— " Excufe me; that is a very efleniial point : you »muft 
come with me to the central office." — •* With plea- 
fure ; I will only put on my clothes, and attend ygu.*' 
The police officer continues his journey, and we part. 

H 3 ^\\!«fe 
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Thfrc were fix of us in the fame fituation. Twenty- 
five comrades in arms furround us, and we fet out on 
pur march. 

** What a pity," cried a green-grocer, •* that fuch 
genteel young men (hould be thieves V* The wine- 
mer(:hant's boy, who has his own card of fafety, does 
not fuppofe that a ftranger can be without one ;. and as 
we pafs him while he is opening his (hop, he tells us, 
that the reign of knaves is at an end. — ^^ I am of the 
fame opinion, my lad ; but that obfervation does not 
apply to me.** 

We arrive at the central bureau. *^ Your bufinefa 
fhall he fettled in lefs than a quarter of an hour." 
The quarter of an hour, however, elapfes, and in 
order to lodge us more conveniently while we waited^ 
we are removed to a prifon. I Ihudder with horroi 
when I confider that citizens arrefted for want of « 
paflport are lodged in the fame place with criminals. 

At length, however, I am called upon by name, 
I come forward, and am led to be examined. After 
the preliminary queftions, I am aiked, '* Where is 

your wife r" — ** She is. Citizen, with ; but it is 

very extraordinary that you (hould a(k me fuch a qoef- 
Uox\:'—^* Citizen, I muft alk it."— « She is with her 
family." — The other queftions were nearly of the 
fame nature. ^* You are not fet at liberty until you 
have (bund two fureties." In the mean time I am 
carried back again to prifon, to wait their arrival, 
during which time I count the minutes. At length I 
am fet ^t liberty, on the fpecial condition of returniBg 
agf^i^' Wh^t 9 favour ! 
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POLITICAL SHOP CONVERSATION. 

[From a Birmingham Paper] 



tCBNE-— HIGH STftBETi BIRMINGBAM. 

Paragraph folusy behind his Counter. 

PJRJGRAPH.-^Wh9X the devil fliall I do with all 
thefe difierently thinking beings ? — Here 's a letter 
from Mr. Sam. Snapdragon, pulling Fox, Sheridan, 
and all the junto to pieces ; and he tells me» if I don't 
infert it at full length, I am nothing better than a 
Jacobiii. — And here 's another from Oliver Overturn, 
boilinff over with invedive againft Pitt and the Mini* 
itry ; tnfifting upon it that the ins ought to be. out, 
and the ovts ought to be in : and that if our paper is 
Bot more patriotiCy neither be nor his friends will ever 
advertife with us more. 

Entfr Mr. Onbsidi. 

Ontfide. — So, Mr. Paragraph^ you gave us a pretty . 
lukewarm, watergruel account of matters at War- 
wick, without a iingle compliment to the loyal party, 
<Mr the ihadow of a Aroke at the feditionifts — fiifling 
truth and fmothering juftice !— Why, Sir, you fhould 
bave told the public that our party were at lead ten to 
one, and people of the. firft refpedability, while a 
packed rabble got the bufinefs fmuggled through by 
the rule of thumb. — Fye on't, Mr. Paragraph — Fye 
OD't-~We mud, and will, have an avowedly loyal 
and confiitutional paper in Birmingham, if we fet it up 
ourfelves ; and then you and your brother journalift 
muft take the confequence. 

Paragraph, — Sir, we wifh to (land well with all 
parties ; and though we revere that which has juftice 
on its fide, yet, as impartial caterers fer the public^ 
we wifh to pleafe all, and difoblige none. 

Onefidi.—Th^n let me tell you^ Sir^ that fuch con>- 

a 4 ^>^& 
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da£l is nothing more nor lefs than tnmmtngjt^id all 
trimmers ought to be trimmed in their turn, and fo they 
•will be, take my word for it, — 'T is enough to make 
people mad, to hear people talk to people about pleaf- 
in'g people, that, of all people in the world, are the 
la(t people that people ihould ever think about pleafing 
at all. [Exit in a buffi 

Paragraph. — So, here am I in a precious fituationy 
wiihing to offend nobody, and, from the documents 
in my hand, and the words I have heard with my ears, 
in a very fair way of offending every body. 

Enter Mr. Tothessid£. 

Totberfide. — Mighty well, Mr. Paragraph — mighty 
well indeed — And fu thofe are your ariftocrattc frolics 
— to hide the light under a buibel-— and fuffer the 
glorious triumph of the fons of liberty << to lie in cold 
obftruflion and to rot.*' — Why, Sir, we gave you a 
theme for the pen of a Juvenal — you might have 
lafhed tyranny, ariftocracy, corruption, (lavery, and 
all the vices and abufes which we now deplore, and 
all without comment — all by one plain, homefpun, 
fimple narrative, ** That the votaries of freedom and 
the rights of man. bore down all before them at the 
county meeting.'* — Nothing morel-^That the greateft 
worthies, the moft exalted charaders (Icpped forth 
upon this glorious occafion, and fnatched the golden 
opportunity to enforce the caufe of all mankind \ the 
caufe of all the w orld as well as that of England ; and 
that none but rogues, rafcals, and raggamuffins attempt- 
ed to oppofe them ! — Could not you have faid that ? — 
Was your heart fo narrow, that it coiild not open fa 
wide as that ? — It would not have broke in the Uretch- 
ing, wou^d it ? But I fee how it is ; you and Y^ur 
partner, and gaeetteering b.rother chip, arc all of the 
fame block : but we ihall do'you up yet — we will have 
a free, independent, patriotic paper, without a Mini- 
iter's muzzle upon it, coft what it will \ and then 

you 
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you may wifli tao late, that you had taken up the 
right, the upright, and the downright fide of the 
qucftion, {Off in a fury. 
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LITERARY IMPLEMENTS OF WAR. 

[From the Morning Chronicl&] 
MK. EDITOR, 

S pamphlets are allowed to be a very proper weapom 
wherewith to attack the enemy, although reckon- 
ed too (harp and dangerous in domeftic dirputes,.g!ve me 
leave to exprefs a wifli that the belligerent powers would^ 
agree to lay afide theufe of all ^/A^r implements of war,> 
and try the efFe<Sl of one or two literary campaigns) It 
would be but fair, as the French are faid to have done 
every thing by pamphlets, to try our ftrength* with* 
them at their own weapon; and, as this country is 
bleft with a multitude of writers, I have no doubt we* 
fkould ultimately be fuccefeful. Nor would this be fo* 
very harmlefs an employment as Tome people may ima- 
gine, who are partial to the teternma Belli, No army 
of foldier^ that ever 1'^ heard of can exoeedcontroverfial' 
writers, in acrimony, violence, fpleen, malice, envy^. 
and all uncharitablenefs, not to fpeak of wounding* 
reputations, and killing charaders in cool ini. 

I would' therefore propofe, that the authors of eacK* 
country be formed into battalions, furi)i(hed with 
proper ammunition, and that they be drilled- in> the* 
new Grub Street manual' exercife, and taught tb dtf— 
charge with quicknefs and precifion their HintSj. 
Eflays, Confiderations, both^ooi and warm'; Thoughts, 
Difquifit ions. Letters, Inquiries, Apologies, Replies, 
Animadverfions> Laft Words-, More Laft Words, and 
other ball cartridges, from thd great ordnance oiEce at^ 
Stationers' Hall. 

It Would be a great thing, Sir, to hear that a for* 
trefs, befieged in vain by a train of artillery^ K^A^ 

H 5. ^V«\4fc^> 
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pekled to the force of rhetoric, and that the beft fortr- 
^d town in Italy had furrendered to the So^ratic m$* 
tbadf when that of Vauban and Cohorn had failed ; 
that (hips were towed into ear harbours by fyllogifmSf 
and tha.t Europe was delivered to a demonftration^ and 
the King of France had afcended his throne with no 
other guards than a kwjtmple propofiiions. 

To the profe authors might be added a light infan- 
try eompAay of poet$y whofe Songs, Odes, Sonnets, 
and Epigrams might clear the firtets for an approach- 
ing aVQiyt and line the walls for their reception. Some 
jl^ight t^e their ftation in the theatres, and dramatize 
the ^udience into royalty, with a corps of prologues to 
^ as pioneers, and of epilogues to bring up the rear* 
It is. not likely that any great refinance could be made 
tQ fuch a combination of powers. 

. It may be an obje^ion to my plan, that both go- 
Vj^nments have of late prohibited pamphlets as mif«* 
chievous. I am forry to be obliged to differ from 
them in this opinion ; I cannot think pamphlets more 
dangerous than mufkets, or that we ought to be as 
much afraid of a corps of authors as a fquaviroii of 
horfe. But independent of this, it is a confideration 
of no fmall moment in thefe days, that my fcheme 
would be attended with a great diminution of our 
national expenfes. A prefs is much eafier kept up 
than a fleet ; authors have been always worfe paid 
than generals ; and we can bring out a new edition 
more expeditioufly than we can raife a new array* 
fiefides, let us think what a dignity and importance it 
would give to our vehicles of intelligence ; inftead of 
being, like the London Gazette, a dry detail of events^ 
they would rank among the mod argumentative works 
in the land. They would record that the DireSory 
had been faiily written down, that the new republics 
had been reafoned back to the Jiatus quoy that the 
court of Berlin had at length iaken a hinty and that the 
complete defeat of MaHena and Joubert was now in the 
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/r^Xy and would ^Ifeedily be publijhid^ price ottiyMgb* 
iem-pence ! 

In propofing this fchemCy likewife, I h^ve fome 
eye to the interefts of literature. It pains me to fee 
fo many ftout and able writers, who might be f^rving 
their country, wafting their precious time upon the 
Siege of Troy, the Tunnel under the Thames, Greek- 
Particles, Green SpeSacles, Calvtnifm, the Cow-poXf 
Ireland's Shakefpear, and Suwarrow's Humanity. 

I am, Sir, your bumble fervant, 

A SCHSMBR. 



I 



A SECOND LETTER IN CONTINUATION. 

[From the fame.] 
MR. EDITOR, 

HAD fcarcely finiOied my former letter, propofing : 
the trial of a liUraty campaign^ when I happened to 
take up one of our periodical journals, in which I 
find dated as a fa£t, that there are in Germany alone 
no lefs than Jix thoujand authors ! a number fo great, 
that I almoft repented my having feat you my plan ; . 
for, according to it, a government that has fix thou* 
fand authors at its beck, might well aim at univerfal 
empire. What, indeed, might not be eflFcSed by fucb 
a legion, furnifhed with proper flationary and other 
typographical ammunition, and commanded by leaders 
experienced in the tadics of publication ? 

This country, I am afraid, would not yield much 
above as many hundreds; and although that might 
appear a very confiderable force, efpccially if trained 
to the ufe of oHavos^ yet as one German dramatift has 
been allowedv to beat half a dozen Englifh ones, I am 
afraid the balance of power would be againit us, unlefs 
the politics of the court of Vienna alfumed a more 
decided form, and tbofe troops be brought to bear 

H'6 -^"^VCv^ 
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againft the common enemy which are now employed 
in fupporting the fair at Leipfic. 

I ftili think, however, that my fcheme of (heathing 
the fword, and trying tiie efFeA of the quill, is a fea- 
fible one : or, if it cannot be tried alone, why may 
not authors be embodied as a fupplemental force to 
armies i Previous, for example, to a battle, why 
may not the enemy be firft attacked by throwing in a 
quantity of pamphlets, to convince them of the folly of 
bloodshed and of prolonging the war? For this pur- 
pofe, what fo apropos and fo handy, as the many able 
writings lately iflued from our prefs in* favour of the 
do£lrines of pajfivi obedience and non-rejiflance f And 
when you ^onfider the yet greater number of writers 
who have demonftrated that the happinefs of France 
muft depend on monarchy^ it will appear as wonderful 
to you as to me, that the gates of Paris have not ere 
now turned upon their own hinges, and that we are ftill 
obliged to confefs, that it is more difficult to march 
our forces into that city, than to enter them at Sta» 
tiomrs^ HalL 

The fault, Sir, lies with the refpedive governments* 
They dread authors, their power, and their influence. 
Strange ! that they (hould acknowledge that flates have 
been overthrown by the labours of the pen, and not at 
the fame time fee that they may be rebuilt by t(ie fame 
means. If the power of authors be formidable, why 
not turn it to the advantage of the flate ? Can any one 
fuppofe that authors are not to be hired and paid as well 
as foldiers ? Would not a contrail with a pen-cutter 
be as profitable as with a gunpowder-merchant P Surely 
the neighbourhood would be in lefs danger of a blow-' 
up. In every view of the matter, the danger would be 
lefs, and, what is of as much importance, and which. 
I hinted in my laft, the expenfe. To prove this, let 
any man compare the ordnance eftimates w'tth xht Jia^ 
- tioner's bilh Let the expenfe o( Jiitching pamphlets be 

compared 
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compared Mrith the Jewing of uniforms^ • Sir, I will 
venture to fay, that ^ literary campaign, capable of 
driving Diredorsand republics to the de — 1, would not 
coft, in paper and prinr^ a quarter fo much as the 
volunteer corps pay for (laytape and buckram only, 
and, at the fame time, advance us much nearer to the 
defired obje£b« 

This war, Sir, has been diflinguilbed by blunders 
— fome fewy I mean — but they have been fatal ones^ 
and irretrievable. In truth, whilb we perfift in car- 
rying on hoftilities with the fword, we (hall find thai 
the errors of the field are not to be remedied by an /r- 
ratum ; that the miftakes of raihnefs cannot be re£lified 
by cancelling ajheetj and that the excefs of theenemy^s 
forces over ours is not to be got rid of by a dele in the 
margin. All thefe difficulties would vanifh were my 
plan adopted. Glorious would that campa*ign be, of 
which we could fay, that all the errors were typogra* 
phical, and the moft dreadful engines employed^ 
merely printing-preffes. 

But on this fubjed I ihall indft no farther. I 
have difcharged my duty in propofing it. I can only 
now lament the continuation of the ancient fyltem> 
contrary to the experience ef fo mtiny years, and which 
experience, as far as it goes, is decidedly in favour of 
my plan. I (hall ftill pray for its fuccefs, in defpite 
of all difcouragements, and figh for that happy period 
when we (ball beat our /words into ploughjbaresy al- 
though I queftion whether we have land enough to 
employ a tenth part of them ! 

I am, Sir, yours, 

Sept.^j ^799*^ ^ Schemer. 



i^^\>'^'v^ 
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MODERN PHILOSOPHY. 

[From the Sun.] 

[The following ftanzas were, we are told, the firfl poetical 
effufiou of a celebrated modem Philofopher, infcnbed to 
a lady« whom he afterwards married ; they will, no doubt, 
be favourably received by the admirers of that writer, as 
they appear to cootain the cream of his do6lrines. Thofe 
to whom the lines may appear fomewhat obfcure, will find 
that obfcurity vanilh, n they take the trouble to perufe 
the Stri6hires upon Marriage, Gratitude, and Human 
Perfe^ibilityi in a work publifhed under the title of Po- 
lidcal Juibce, together with an Eulogy on Avarice, a 
DilTertation on the Condition of Servants, &c. contained 
10 a late publication called the Inquirer.] 

TN fpite of Philofophy's aid, 
■*■ I feel th^ foft pafiion of love ; 
The doftrines my pages convey 'd, 
In practice I 'm fbrc'd to difprove ; 

For oft hail thou heard me maintain. 

That the mind, for eternity born. 
Should the fetters of Hymen difdain. 

And treat Love*s delulions with fcoru. 

< I have held it to manhood a (lain. 
To figh at the. feet of the fair, . 
In accents defponding complain, 
And prattle of love and defpair ; 

^ For reafon with abfolute fway 

My turbulent paifions reprefs'd;— 
Ah! when fhall its wandenng ray 
^evifit this love-flricken bread ? 

The motives (alas ! 't is too plain) 

Which me to Maria would draw. 
Are ilronger than thofe which reftrain j — 

I fubmit to Neceifity's law ; 

And G— N, the champion renown'd 

Of freedom, but not of free-will. 
Though conquer*d by love, will be found 

The firft of philofophers fliil, 

Theu 



MODERN PHILOftOPHT. X59 

Then turn, my fkir pupil, a while, 
To your tutor, your lover, and friend^ 

On your William complacently fmile, 
And while he inftrudts you, attend. 

Do not grieve if hereafter I flee ^ 
Your carefles, nor deem me capricious: 

I fain would be grateful to thire; 
But, alas ! to be grat^l, is vicious. 

And fliould I appear in vonr eyes 

To be what the world calls a mifer. 
Though others my condu6l defpife, 

Yet you, dear Maria, arewifer: 

For you know in my late publication, 

I Ve prov'd that 't is bale beyond meafure, 

To give money a free circulation ; 
But 't is noble to hoard up one's treafure. 

And mark me, I ne'er will confent 

A fervant or ilave to maintain ; 
For with thefe cv*ry moment is ipent 

In mental repining and pain : 

For envy and malice combine 

The mind of the fervant to ftain ; 
Reft ridded, alas ! to port wine, 

While his maftfer is quaffing champaigiie. 

As for me, I will never confine 

Your beauties alone to thefe arms, 
Nor yet will you hear me repine, 

Though multitudes tafte of your charms : 

You will vow at the altar, indeed. 

To your hufband alone to adhere, 
But you Ve from that prejudice freed," 

Which would make you perform what you fwcar. 

Though falfehood I greatly deteft, 
^ And hypocrify never couid bear. 
What muft not be plainly exprefs'd, 
A man may tnoft virtuoufly fwear. 

Obferve the diftindtion I draw, 

Since clearly are oaths fuperllitious : 
Pure truth I confider with awe. 

But cannot deem perjury vkiovis. 
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Inconfiant perhaps, not unkind, 
'Twill be ever my fludv to pleafe ; 

I '11 teach thee, bv flrengtanio^ thy mind^ 
To vanquidi old age and difeaie : 

For thinking can furely reibre 

Your teeth and your eyes when they £irl, 

Give the vigpur of youth to fourfcore, 
Make *^miod over matter prevail" 



ON A LATE ADDRESS OF THE FRENCH 

DIRECTORY. 

[From the Morning Herald J 



Extras from the PrefiJent of the DireBo/rfs Letter to MaJ/aredtfy 

the Sjtani/h Admiral, 

** From a fmall corner -of the earthy which the (un fecms to- 
light with regret, England pretends excluiively to the 
fovereignty of the feas." 

VAUNTING barbarians !— Though our little iflt 
May not with glow of funs perennial fmile ; 
Though, on theeairth's great fcale, a trifling fpot, 
Yet of Hear'n'^s bounteous gifts the choiceft lot ; 
Though with no vintages abounds the foil, 
Wine from the grape, and from the olive oil, 
(For wine and oil of fcriptural pcaife can boafl,) 
Yet proud of grateful juices in our coaft. 

When Sirius reigns^ Pomona (bows her powers, 
Ceres her amber tints when wmter lowers; 
Our theme-clad hills to numerous flocks give birth. 
To clothe the natives of remoteft earth ; ^ 

Rich clover'd meads the fattening ox delight, 
To ancient Gauls a fafcinating fight ; 
To modertis — when invalion they defign — 
Parole,. Roa^ B^ef — Strong Beer the counterfign. 
Ywr freedom 's falfe — its type a withered tree ; 
Obedience to the laws and God, our liberty. 

Sib YES, avaunt! — nor tantalize thy fight 
With this fmall fpot ** the fun regrets to lig;ht: 






But 
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But know, vain man ! it e'er bath check*d the blow 

Of /ro/i/J V foes, who foueht its overthrow. 

Strive then no more to make wr heroes (laves, 

W'hilil Brunswick reigns, and Britain rules the waves. 

An Amateur* 
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A TENDER CROWJ* AND A.NCHOR IDYLLIUM ; WITH 

ILLUSTRATIVE NOTES. 

[From tke True Bi iton.] 

T^c LijlUum commences after the cuftomary libation to the Health 

of Mr* Fox* 

TJTERE the dq(ky Patriot rofe, 
-*'-*■ Strok'd his beard, fo black, crinofe— 
Thrice he &%\\*6^ and iron tears 
Spoke his feelings— fpoke his ivars. * > 

CKARLBY. 

** How I Jove thee, Club divinb ! 
My laft refuge, Freedom's flirine! 
Guardian of the facred flame ! 
Britain's glory ! Britain's (hame ! 
Con/ervatory * of our rights ! 
Hot houfe warm 'gainft Slav'ry's blights ! 
Yer" (and here a hollow groan 
Harmoniz'd with patriot moan,) 
*' Yet I doubt fair Freedom 's flain, 
, Ne'er, ah ! np'er to rife again. 

"'Times there were— alas ! no more— 
O the happy days of yore ! 
When each village had its Cluby 
Speaking, a6bing without fnub : 
Coblers governments could fcan ! 
Taine could write the Rights of Man. 



* '< Confet vatory of the principles of our anceftors." Vid. Speech 
apud Morning Chronicle, March 6. This was efleemed fo happy aa 
exprelQont that Mr. £•»-— '^^ with fytnptoins ef jealoufy^ claimed it 
as hii* 

AW 
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^// fbeir Gallic ^ends could cheer*-* 

Then our flty wrs calm and clear. 

Frowning cloud» now gather round; 

Laivs dread thunders fright, aflound ; 

Ireland*^ woes we dare not mourn. 

Nor drench with tears the Rtbel Urn-^ 

Correfpondence now adieu- 
Farewell Liberty and^'ott/ 
To me, a fccond Whittington *, the plaintive chimes 
Still found, or feem to found, *The very worft of times,' 

Then to thee^ O Club divine f *• 

I my heart and foul re^gn* 

You alone, with vedal hanj:!, 

I'eel the flame of Freedom's brand. 

But I fear that fhe is dead, 

Or frt lead from Britain fled i 

Butf if Britons, tb«n more wife^ 

Once again fliould ope tbeir eyti} 

YoU| av you mlwe^ could tcU 

H^iat fhe war, and hwo (he fell. 

But I doubt that Freedom 's flain^ 

Ne'er, ah ! nt'cr to rife again." 
He fajd — and, to the duflcy Patriot's moan, 
The maudlin meeting belch'd an univerfal groan. 
Fainting with excefs of grief, 

Tommy came to his relief. 

Thrice the Patriot's ebon chin "^ 

(Thus was Satan coax*d by Sin f) > 

Thrice he chuck'd in merry pin. J 

Trufting to his o^/«w's dofe§, "^ 

Tom, like Virgil's Fanje arofe; > 

His head the roof, the table met his toes |1 . J 

♦ " The very worft times that England ever faw." — Again, 
<* The very worft times for freedom that our hiftory ever produced." 
— And again, ** The worft times that ever were feen in England."-— 
Vid. Speech. " Whittington, thrice Lord Mayor of London Town,** 
is well known. 

f Vide MiLTOH. 

§ Tommy takes laige dofes ofopiam, particularly on great occa- 
lions like the prefent. 

N *< logrediturque iblo, & caput inter nubila condit." N. B. The 
Tavtm fpeakers always mount upon th« table. 

By 
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By opium, nature, wine bepufPd, 
Thus he he6tor*cl, thus he huffd : 

TOMMY. 

" Bufs, my Charley! bufs again t 
Freedom 's Jkilt *, but is not flain. 
/ f am here, fo don't defpair ; 
Liberty (hall be my care. 
/, ay /, and twelve fteut feU<ms {, 
Sure can keep her from the Yelloivs. 
Ne'er fhall flie, no, ne'er / ween, 
While / live look pale or green. 
Dead! — No, no, flie lies perdue. 
Till *t is time to give the cue; 
Then^ fair Dame ! to blefi our eyes, 
Jn pikijk majcfiv fhe '11 rife. 
Then the Tocfin bud iliall tolli 
Then we Ml dance the Cftrnuignoley 
Theti^ ding dong, we 'U fav, or fing^ 
Live the Peo/Ue^ live mr Xing § : 
Bufs, my Charlsy ! bufs again ! 
Freedom 's kilt^ but is not (lain, 

** True, my friends 1 we don't advance 
With the energy of France ; 
But, pull hard ! pull all together ! 
Belay! for it is flormy weather ||. 
'T is a failor's term ; belay ; 
And / ufe it — tkat '/my wqyy 
That the univerfe may know 
Nothing 's hid from me below : 



* From the peculiar iiitereft which the perfons In this Idyllium take 
I Irifhmen of a certain dtfcriptioft, the low Hibernian cxpreflion ii// ' 
>y which the Irifh mean in general a temporaiy fuppreffion of the 
ital fun^ions^ is ntroduced with (ingular propriety. 

f The tgotifms here evince how attentive the writer has been to 
ruth of cbaraAer. 

X *' The trial by jury — ^by which all other inftitntions can alom be 
erpctuated " — Vid. Speech. 

§ •* Xr^a/ Sovereignty ot the People." — lb, 

II ** Sailors, when they find the rope flipping from them in the tem« 
eft, if they cannot keep it from running out, they fecuieit — they 
imitjullroundj aod iay, J7r/<7)r all that."— >Vid. Speech. 



I 
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Crichton was a joke to me *, 
l^mzTx Omnifcibile. 

** Droop not, Charley \ — N 's Grace f 

Mourn not for your lofs of place. 
Though o«>- /fl-zy/iz/ Monarch's y7/nvf 
Plunged your heads beneath the wave ; 
Though by Billy Pitt deceived, 
hhcxjiraiige Goth he believ'd 
Both were rutting, gone a-whoring, 
Fawning, fneaking, and adoring ; 
Droop not, mourn not, ceafe to groan : 
When oftr SovVeign mounts the throne^ 
You the brighteft ftars Ihall be 
In our Sov*reigu*s galaxy. 
Bufs, myCHAKLEv! bufs again! 
Freedom *s kilt^ but is not (lain. 

** Meanwhile, ceafelefs / V/ proclaim 
O'er the world o//r Sov'fefgri's name. 
Freemen! why ihould Tommy quake? 
Nought they gave, fo nought can take$» 
While r^/^j/ww/ hourly come, 
D — n 'em ! they may kifs my — — {, / 

" True, State Myrmidons come loufe 
On our friends of Craven- ho ufe. 
Habeas Corpus^ that 's the devil ! 
SJeeps, in fpiteof me and Wyvil. 
Inly let our ardour burn, 
Charley preaches, * fVatch the turn || 1* 



Then 



■•5- 



* Vid. all the Biographiasy article, H^onderful Crichton, 
•f- ** The King is the p^ntant of the people" Jacobin Maxim. ] 

X ** They did not attack me — Why? bccaufe I had nothing they 
could take from me." — Vid. Speech. 

§ This Corrcfponding Society nahirfe may be thought by fome 
lather indecorous. But if we/take into c< nflderation the (ituation of the 
fpeakcr, and the majority of the c>inponent parts of the audience he 
addrefled, it will be found that the poet has been perfe^ly correct in 
his attention to manners. To be impreffiv^, a dafh of Sanfculotifn wat 
abfolutely neceflary. Tommy was obliged to accommodate himfelf to 
hifi hearers — to fpeak plain — to call a cart-wheel, a cart-wheel. ' 

II " EngUlhmen ought to recolle6t the words of Mr. Fox — * When 
< the fealbn of exertion comes, fi^e mud not be at fault.*' — Vid. Speech. 

Mr. 
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Tften the holy flame (hall blaze ! 

Then^ O then^ what glorious days! 

^^\itn, by G--^ \ we fhall be free /— ♦ 

Truft, till it comes, to my Twelve mea and Me, 

Bufs, fny Chablet ! bufs again ! 

Freedom 's kilt, but is net llaiR." 



PHAETON, A SONG. 

[From the Morning Cbionicle] 

T^O Apoixo of old, when young Phaeton came, 
*■" And a(k*d him permiiiion to kindle his flame, 
But little the God thought of taking that oath. 
Which waS'ftcred among Gods and GoddefTes both. 

Tol de rol, &c. 

To the boy's proud ambhion cpmpcU'dto give way, 
He harnels'd his deeds to the car of the Day ; 
Tiie lad ieiz'd therekis, and, quite proud of the wbip^ 
Tipp'd the nags the long trot, but they gave him the "flip. 

Tol de rol, &c. 

Though they jfcamper'd along at fo fpeedy a rate. 
This foQ of a God was quite blind to his fate ; 
And forgetting the maxims that fell from his (ire, 
Quite unable to drive, fet the world all on fire. 

To de rol, &c. 

Jufl thus h^s our national charioteer, P— , 
To drive the ftate- coach of the kingdom thought lit ; 
And difdaining to ride a PofHllion to Fox, 
'J hat ableft of coachmen he pufh'd from the box. 

Tol de rol, &c. 



Mr. F. in his f'peech at the Shakfpearc Cfor he now only fpeaks in ta- 
•vcrns', iJih Oft. 1798, among other things of a fimilar nature, de- 
■fires his party to ** wair the turn of events.** 

* This line is another ftrong inftance of the wiiter's attention to the 
truth of character. Tommy's frequent appeals to the Supreme Being 
in h»s forcnfic and political Xpecchcs arc well known. 

The 
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The guard was afleep in the balket behind ; 
So he mounted the box, fix*d himfelf lo his nnind : 
In the dark he took up a mod ponderous load. 
And fioonder'd— not knowing one flep of the road. 

Tol de rol, &c. 

The load was fo heavy, fo dark was the night, 
That he foon loft his way— yet he fwore he was right ; 
And, rather than part with tne reins or the whip, 
Hefiogg^d the poor cattle from Jhoulder to hip ! 

Tol de rol, &c. 

Soon the paflengers faw the great difference of (kill 
Between their old coachman and poftillion Will, 
Who, firm in his feat, though he knew he was wrong, 
Damn'd his iare^ fuck'd his quid — and then box'd it along ! 

Tol de rol, &c. 

In vain did the wretches difcover their fright : 

In vain did they a(k — nay, infift, they would Might : 

He told them he drove for his mafter the 'King ; 

And 'twas then they found out — they had lost the 

CHECK-STRING. 

Tol de rol, &c. 

But foon, now they 're ftuck in the mire, may they feel 
'T is time each his Hioulder iliould clap to the wheel ; 
Or elfe their mad coachman, ftill calling on Heaven, 
Will iink 'era fo deep, that no aid can be given I 

Tol de rol, &c. 

Then, like Phaeton, he who thus dar'd to afpire. 
Proud charioteer P — will confume in his fire ; 
Till Fox, like Apollo, again takes the fway. 
To prove none can rule like — the God of the Da v. 

Tol de rol, &c. 



A SLAWKEN- 
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A SLAWKENBERGIAN FRAGMENT. 

{From the Morning Herald.] 

— JUNIUS told the PubliOier, tvho queftioned him 

J as he left the letter, he had dipped his pen in 
gall — was going to la(b the iateUi^eSj and fhoyld conti- 
nue inv'ifible^ to raife a national alarm. 

The Publifber looked oyer the maiUJifcHpt — never 
faw fuch a fatire in his life. 

1 have trimmed them feverely, qtioith Junius. 

«— So flipping his pen imo the loop of a black rilmnd at 
his button-hole, where an inkhorn was hung, he put 
bis hand in his pocket, coorteoufly touching his hat 
with his left hand, as he extended his right — he put 
balf a .crown into the Publilfaer's band, and pa^ed 
on. 

It grieves me, faid the Publiflier, fpeaking to a 
little dirty Printer's Devil, that fo acute a writer fhould 
have loft his penfion — he muft be (larved without 
one ; and there is not a grandee will affift Uim in all 
Gotham. 

— I never had one, implied Junius, looking back on 
ihe Publiflier, and putting hk hand to his pen, as he 
fpoke. — I fcribble with it, continued he, thus*-*fiou- 
rifhing the Chancellor of the Exchequer's name, on 
purpofe to prove my independence. 

It is vreil worth your acute letter, replied tlie Pub- 
It (her. 

It is not worth a baubee^ fs»d the Printer-s Devil ; 
— ^t is common trafli. 

As I am a true fcribe — except that is fix times as 
ievere — 't is a paragraph, faid the Publifher, like the 
^itor's. 

*T will not be printed, faid the Devil. 

By Alphabeta, faid the Publifher, 'twill be printed 
in Roman. 



X6t A 8LAWKBNBEIL6IAN FRAGMENT. 

What a pity it is, faid the Devil, we cannot both 
of us read it ! 

^A (hort time after this difpute was maintained 

by the Publlfher and the Devil, the fame point was 
debated between a learned Judge and an uninfluenced 
Jury- 

'T is a libel, faid the Lord Chief Juftice, 'tis a rank 
libel. 

'T is not, faid the twelve Plebeians. 
'Tis all. fire and gunpowder, faid the Chief Juf- 
tice ; I fmell the fmoke. 

'T is common fenfe, faid the Plebeians, and we will 
believe it. 

He fliall be unmaflced, faid the Lord Chief Jufticc^ 
and I will unmaik him. 

I have made a vow to St. Stephen this day, faid Ju- 
nius, that my maflc (hall not be dropped till — ^Here he 

fufpended his voice, and fplit his pen 

Till when ? faid the Chief Judice, haftily. 

I will never be difcovered, faid he, mending the pen, 

tin that hour 

What hour? faid the Chief Juftice. — 
Never ! — Never ! faid Junius, till I am got 
For Heaven's fake, 'into what Place? faid the 
Chief Juflice. 

Junius burnt his pen without writing a word. 
— In a few years the whole land of Gotham was in an 
uproar.— -Perhaps Junius was difcovered. — The em- 
bargo was jufl: taken off the hoys, to invite the world 
to the Ifle of Thanet — no foul in Type Street cared 
for it — the Change was like a bear-garden — authors, 
editors, politicians, compofitors, running here und 
tbere — ^fetting up this paragraph — (Iriking down that— • 
out of one printing-houfe into another.— Did you hear 
it? did you hear it? oh] did you hear it? — Who 
heard it? wh believes itf for mercy's fake, WHO 

KNOWS IT? 

Alack- 
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Alack-a-day, that I had written a book about it— 
that I had one to write about it ! — Oh ! that I had ieen 
she brother of Sarhforif and the weapon to flay the Philif* 
tines! — Would 1 had been a judge, a juryman, a 
publi(her,'a little dirty printer's devil ! was the cry in 
Gotham. 

Junius had got perched upon the top of the pineal 
gland of their brains, and made fuch rou(ing work in 
their fancies, that, to a fapient face, a dull and fen- 
tentious delivery, '' I could a tale unfold" — ^themafs 
bent in fileat adoration — they worfiiipped the irradiated 
mortal pofTefling rupernatural intelligence, furpaffing 
the Oygean ring, or ne plus ultra — the philofopher'B 
{lone. 

The untvcrfities of Gotham — the procacious politi- 
cians — the laity of Paternofter— -the Grubean mendi- 
cantsi — the Chroniclites and the order of Britonites 
wandered from comma to colon, from colon to excla- 
mation — a Angle fpeech — a fectetaryfhip— a noble • 
lord — a number 45— like an ignii fdtuusy led them 
adray — they looked pale, and (hivered amidft their 
wandering — ^Junius had worn 2ijuit of broad-cloth ma^ 
nufaiiur^ed from the befl Spanifh wool-^^very one fwore 
to rival AdsLtn until they found his vefture to caft lots* > 
for. 

The acute order of dunciadean critics, that fmell 
an author by his ifs. and ands, aded the wifer p»rt-^ 
they put on a frieze great coaty and boafted perlpt* 
cuity. 

In all my circumlocutory epift4es have I, Slawken^i**: ; 
bergius,.tied down every line to the puff pofitive, and 
while I play with the curioflty of the Gothamites, at 
the expenfe of their pocket, to pleafe the idle vapours 
of their brain, it will be found that Junius fo runs in 
their heads that the Gothamites cannot follow their ^^ 
bufinefs. .; J" 

voi,. III. I Alas! 



70 rat covRTXEid soliloquy. 

Alas! alas! continued SJawkenbergius^ Junius is 
not the firft political writer, nor will he be the lailj 

that NOT. ABOVE ONE PERSON KNOWS ANY THING 
ABOUT. 

ACU£-CH££K. 



THE COURTIER'S SOLILOQITY. 

rxAZZLED with the falfe luftre of ambition, I 
-'^ quitted too precipitately mjr little walk in life, in 
hopes of (hiniiig among the great. By executing 
every minifterial commiflion with which I was 
charged, with the moft fervile fidelity, however difa- 
greeable it was to my tafte, however repugnant to mj 
confcience, 1 raifed myfeUf, by hafty ftrides, from ob- 
fcurity.to fplendour. By never framing the flighted 
objefibions to tlie commands of my defpotic fuperiors^ 
by always receiving them with humility, and obeying 
them, with fwiftnefs, I have fixed myfelf in a magnifi- 
cent fituation. 1 have acquired honours and riches, 
and ihould. derive no fmall happinefs frotn the envy 
which I excite among thoufaiids lefs fuccefsful in the 
world, didJ not feel myfelf defpifed by many of ilic 
mofti refpefiabLB.mcn in the nation, whofe contempt 
is the more mortifying to me, as I am confcious of de- 
ferving it. In vain do my friends^ (my flatterers ra- 
ther ihould I fay, for how can we, with any propriety, 
call thole orir friends who ftudioufly endeavour to hide 
us /rom ourfelves?) in vain do they beflow on my 
principles and my parts the mofl exalted encomiuips ; 
inlvaiawould they, make roe believe that I am a capi- 
tal pillar of the Br itifli conflitution: fick ofthefawn- 
in^ crew, furrounding me- from morning to night, I 
bopa. tonaufeate their grofs, their furfeiting adula- 
tioB^ My gains, indeed, have been cenflderable fince 
I have been a patient perfevering drudge in the minif- 

4 terial 
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tfrial road ; confidcrable too have been my laflies. 
What have I gained? A rrband and a penfion. 
What have I loft ? My charafter and my peace. 
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THE CRANES. 

' AN ITAL^AK TALE. 

;SSIER Cuirado, of Naples, liad a fervant 
nained Chinchillo, who one night, to treat his 
fmftrefs, cut oiF the leg of a^rane which was roafiing 
for his mafter's fupper, who tiiereupon a(ked him 
what was become of the crane'is other leg. Chinc^hillo 
immediately iwore that cranes had but one leg. 

The -aext morning, as he wasriding behind his mafter^ 
he made him, in oxder to convince him he was right, 
obferv^ feveral cranes at rood upon one leg; but his 
mafler ihouting, they put down the other leg ^ where- 
upon ChinchilTo perceiving that his mafler was angry, 
cried out, ^^ How lucky it was that you did not (hout 
laft night, for your crane would have put down, the 
other leg, and have flown away as thefe did, and your 
fupper would have gone too.*' — Currado laiighed, and 
Chinchillo efcaped. 

ABSTRACT OF A BUDGET. 

[From the Morning Herald.] 

nrAX on Transfer of Property. — An A61 for encou^ 
-^ raging the extenfiori of commerce, by rendering 
the tranfmutation of its objefts more cheap, eafy, and 
univerfal. 

Ditto on Bills of Exchange. — An A<9t for promoting 
the more frequent circulatton of ca(h. 

Ditto on D^ttfc.-— An Aft for encouraging the tranf- 
afting of deeds in the night, and the more effbftually to 
prevent their fteing the light. 

I 7, "DUVo 
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Ditto on Wills. — An A£l for reftrifling the abfurd 
and mifchievouscudomof perfonsdifpofing of the fruits 
of their induftry in the manner they wifh. 

Ditto on Attorniei Certificates. — An A£l for making' 
it the intereft of lawyers to plunder their clients more 
than ever. 

Ditto on ornamental Plate. — An AS for remedying 
the prefent fcarcity of fpccie, by forcing every indivi* 
dual to carry all his filver to the Mint. 

Ditto on Turnpike Tolls. — An AA for preferving the 
public roads in repair, by preventing farmers, millers, 
carriers, and other fuch public nuifances, from vtrearing 
them out with their waggons. 

Ditto on Policies of Injur ance, — ^An Aft for further* > 
ing the purpofes of Providence, by reftriding indivi- 
duals from indemnifying themfelves againft its difpen* 
fations. 

Ditto on Advertijements.*-^hxi Aft for abridging the 
cafual and undeferved profits of Jnduftry, hazard, and 
public fpirit. 

Ditto on New/papers. — An Aft for effeSually prohi- 
biting the abufes of the liberty of the prefs, by extin- 
guifhing the ufe of it. 

Ditto on Stamps in general. — An Aft for aflerting the 
innate probity of man, by reftoring the fimplicity of 
parol contrsfts, and thereby "abolifhing the guards 
which Iiave been placed againft diflionedy, fraud, and 
perjury. 



ADVANTAGES OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 

£From the Morning Chronicle.] 
SIR, 

A LTHOUGH I fliould be very forry to rec^m- 

^^ mend to Government any meafures of the defpo- 

lie kind, and fliould think it very imprudent to fend 

J them 
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them to your paper, if I were (6 inclined, yet I (can- 
not help being of opinion, that, under exifting cir- 
cumftances, a military government is the beft poffiblc for 
the Hwintenance of good order, peace, and quietnefs— 
thitigs which every man ought to prize very highly. 

I have confidered the (ubjed fully, and 1 think a 
military government may be defended on the ground 
that it is the eafiefl poffible form of government, which 
furely is a very great recommendation. The multi- 
plication of laws, in this as well as other countries, 
has fong been complained of as a great evil; and whei* 
we confider that an abridgment only of our penal lla- 
tulcs fills between twenty and thirty large voUimcs, we 
muft allow that the evil has come home to us wjih a 
vengeance. '* 

Confider alfo, Sir, another great caufe for com- 
plaint, the cxpenfe with which law-fuits are attended — 
althbtigh I do not mean to urge this as a matter of 
much confequence: blit what is of the firft import- 
ance; is, the difficulty with which fedi^ious and dif- 
contented perfons are brought to the gallows. So 
cdmplicated are our laws on this fubjefl, that not one 
in a hundred of thofe wretches who find fault with. 
the war and the taxes can be brought to condign punilh- 
ment.* 

Air this is very fliocking, but we find nothing of 
the kind under military governments. No man has 
occafion toftudy at an inn of court five or feven year?, 
in order to know what the law is, and how to ex,ecuc 
it. All that is necelFary is to learn the military code^ 
which may be acquired under the di reft ion of a drill 
fergeant in a few weeks. It requires no library of 
Cafes and Reports, no tedious arguments, and no 
long fpeeches. It admits of no pleas and demur- 
rers, no anfwers, rejoinders, and replications. — 
You employ no attorney, and fee no counfel, but 

> 3 .appear 
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appear in perfon <* in full uniform, flints fixed, ancT 
twelve rounds of ball cartridge." 

With this fimple apparatus, how eafily are the tu- 
mults of the people quelled ! How quickly are they rid 
of all grievances, whether real or imaginary ! This 
mode admits of no quibbling about the meaning of 
words, and no faucy replies from thofe who have not 
learned to rcfpe£l ** all who are in authority over 
them.^' According to the principles of a free govern- 
ment, like ours, people who are diflatisfied have the 
light of affembling to petition and remonftrate. Our 
miniftry mildly and humbly liften to thofe petitions* 
and remondrances, and in the moil gracious manner 
redrefs the grievance, be. it of what nature it 
may, and however oppofne to their own interefts 

* and opinions. 

But what, Sir, is the confequence of all this i 
The confequence is, that thefe fame people come 
sigatn and again, while they have a grievance to bring 
forward. Encouragement makes them as impertineiit 
as (turdy beggars, and no one can tell where Jixch 
things may end. But, Sir, according to the plan of 

' military governments, all this might cafily be pre- 
vented, and care taken that no fet of petitioners Qiall 
lepeatxhc offence. Ratio ulttma'isz phrafe which I 
have heard was once infcribed on cannon. It ought 
to be ratio prima. It is always wrong to end whece 
we (hould begin, becaufe all kinds of difcontent grow 
worfe by delay, and prevention is much better than 
cure. 

As to difcontcnted people, there is no arguing with 
them. It is in vain that you attempt to perfuade a 
man to be fatisfied with his complaints and his griev- 
ances, and thaok God he is not worfe, Thefe fel- 
lows are for ever ftriving to be better, and as they 
cannot do that without didurbing thofe who are much 

higher 
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higher than themfelves, the application pf tniHtary 
law is an obvious and ftriking remedy : it applies to 
all poflible cafes ; it requires very little previbus no* 
l4ce. No man a£ling unckr it heeds perplex hU 
mind^ or bewilder his imagination with a feries of 
paradoxes or a train of reafoning. His duty to 
eafily learned, becaufe his motions are few; jiim rather 
than courage is requlfite to perfect the work ; and the 
more cooiiy he executes it, the more he ts applauded for 
his firmnefs and fi rit : while to hefitate, to paufe^ 
and to confider, would be to yield to thofe prejudices 
of education which a poor Turkifli Janizary would 
rejeft whh contempt. s 

When we reflefl upon thefe ferious truths, I mean 
the ea/e and difpatch with which the difcontented may 
be filenced, and the feditious laid quiet, we Wonder 
that a fcheme fo pradicable (bould have been fo lo^g 
{legleded : but ancient habrts itoA ofrinions are not 
eafily (haken oiF, and fuch habits and opinion^ have 
been too long foftered in this country to be thrown 
afide merely at the will of fo ob^fcure ^ writer as be 
who now prefumes to addrefs the public. Perhaps^ 
Mr, Editor^ Tftand alone in this defence of military 
government : perhaps i am the only man, living un- 
der our glorious and much-improved conftitution, 
who would dare to breathe the lemiments of defpo- 
tifm (as it is called),, who would recommend excef- 
five punifhment for trifling oi&nces^ and prefer a fer* 
geant's guard ta a fpecial jury ; perhaps I am the 
only perfon who would recommend a vigour inde-^^ 
pendent of all law, and who confiders a regiment of 
cavalry as the moft convincing argument. But this is 
a misfortune I (hare in common with all geniufes wha 
ftrike out what is perfeflly new and furprifing, either 
i« philofophy, morals, or legiflation, I am content, 
tp be cenfured for my Angularity, or defpifed for my 
boldnefs. I will confole inyfelf in the rcft^SL\CiTk >J^^x 
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there are fome, perhaps but a handful, of men like my* 
felf, obfciT^c, and in low (lationsi who are of my opi- 
nion, and have given proof of it in words at lead. 
We are now a feWy but vie m^y increafe, and if 1 
am then obfcure, if will only be becaufe I am hid ia 
a crowd. 

I am, Sir, yT)urs, &c. 

A Friend to Discipline. 



THE PLAGUE. 

[From the fame. J . 
M1I..£DIT0R, 

?riTHILE I join with the publjc in acknowlccfeiiig 
^■^ t|^e polite and well-trrried «ttenti\?n of the Lord 
Mayor, to tranquillize the minds of the inhabitants 
of London, refpeding the report of two n^en having 
died, of the plagye, I mud take the liberty to fay that 
the faculty ih general feem to have very grofsly mif, 
taken the nature of that difojder. Nor is this won- 
derful, nor ought it to be advanced by way of cenfure. 
In a country that has not been viGted by the plague 
for almoft a. hundred and fifty years, it is not very 
furprifing that the difeafe fliould be rather an objeft of 
liiftorical than medical attention. 

The faft hy however, that the negledl of this ftudy 
has produced many fatal efFeSs ; and, although the 
frejent plague may not have reached the metropolis, 
nor, perhaps, any part of our ifland, in its mod viru- 
lent form, it has been very generally felt in a certain, 
degree ; and its worf^ ftate is not the lefs to be guarded 
^gainft becaufe it feems to be at a dlilance, and becaufe 
that diftance is but fmall. 

As to its origin, we are mifled by prejudices. A 

very abfurd one has long prevailed, that the plague^ 

which has infefted Europe for many years, was im- 

^ ported 
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ported from the Levant^ and in bales of cotton. No- 
thing can be more devoid of foundation ; and yet this 
opinion, haftily taken up, has pervaded every hiftory 
. of the diforder, and, of courfe, direded to an im- 
proper method of cure. On the contrary, I will be 
bold to affirm, in the prefence of the Prefident, Fel- 
lows, and Licentiates of Warwick Lane, that the 
plague which now rages in various parts of the world, 
and the only plague we have caufe to dread, was ori- 
ginally imported from Franccy and that not in cotton^ 
but in what an eminent writer deceafed called ^* blur- 
red and blotted flieets ,and (hreds of paper." Yes, Sir, 
it made its appeararxe in FVance about the year 1789, 
and was principally confined to that country till the 
year 1792, when it acquired an uncommon degree of 
violence. Yet Hill it might probably have been only 
a local evil, if it had not been for the imprudent con- 
du£l of fome P/-/^^« "and G^rw^w travellers who in- 
fitted on going to Paris ^ to extirpate it, by a new; 
mode, for which it is faid they had obtained a royal 
patent. Finding this impoffible, and falling confe- 
quently into difgrace, they were followed and hooted 
out of the country by many infefted perfons^ who foon 
introduced the diforder into other nations; and in a 
very few years almoft all Europe was vifited by this 
fcourge. Tfie numbers that died exceed any thing 
we read of in the hiftory of former plagues ; and, 
what was very remarkable, thofe who flayed at home- 
(as the Swedes and Danes), be their habitations ever 
fo "confined, efcaped, while thofe who. ventured inta 
the fields died by ihoufanrfs. It has been no uncom- 
mon thing to find ten or tweFve thoufand dead bodies 
in the fields at a time— bodies, Sir, of perfons who 
hau not been attacked above five or fix hours,, and of 
all ranks; fome on the banks of rivers, fome in 
ditches, and fome at the foot of caftles or fortified 
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placesi where, probably, they thought themfclves fe- 
cure. 

It is impoflible to reckon up the whole number of 
thofe who have fallen a prey to this cruel difurder ; but 
the bed calculators do not icruple to affirm that it can- 
not be lefs than five or fix millions of French, Spa- 
niards, Germans, Pruifians, Dutch, Italians, and 
Engliih. The proportion of Englifh was, p^rhapsy 
far lefs than that of any other nation ; but dill it was 
enormous, and certainly might, in the opinion of tfic 
faculty, have been prevented, if they had not gone 
too muqh into the company of the infeded. Here at 
home, as already mentioned, the dlforder has not 
appeared ; and I will not deny that much credit is 
due to the Arid quarantine that was ordered, to pre-^ 
vent its importation. But unfortunately an error of 
great magnitude was committed here : while vafl 
pains were taken to prevent the plague coming to us, 
no care at all was taken to prevent us going to the 
plague ; and this only accounts for our lofs. And, 
what is yet, perhaps, more extraordinary, this con- 
duStf which is confidered as an abfolute folecifm in 
medicine, was confidered as no folecifm at all in poli^ 
tics. People, however, now begin to view matters 
in a different light ^ and, had I not been obliged to go 
out of town at fhe time fome of my brethren were fent 
for by the Board of Trade, I intended to have urged 
this point very ftrongly. Undoubtedly men of the 
profeilion ought to have courage to go boldly among 
the difeafed ; but for others to run into danger, who 
have no knowledge of medicine, who are not invited 
by fympaihy, and can afford no afliftance, and who, 
as we were very lately told, were themfelves deftitute 
of neceflaries, and without friends^ is a rafhnefs for 
which no apology can be made. 

With refpeft to the particular malignancy of the 
prefcnt plague^ it far exceeds all former inftances. 
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It kills at a fingle Ihock, the fu^rers dropping down 
as if they yftxtjboti and even thofe who furvive are> 
perhaps the next day^ or in a week or two at fartheft> 
attacked in the fame violent manner: never, indeed, 
were the ravages of any plague fo dreadful. It is 
abfilid for thofe who have fpeculated on the caufe^ to 
have recourfe to the old theories on the fuhje^y ad- 
vanced from Hippocrates to Mead, and attribute it to. 
certain mia/mata, or principles in the air : fuch theo- 
lies foar very far above the re^I caufe. With regard 
to its local hiftory, thus far may be faid : it began in 
France, in a court, . where fome people of rank re- 
fided, and communicated to fevecal narrow courts and 
alleys adjoining, and thus eafity fpread over Eufope.. 
The water which furrounds our ifland might haSice 
keen a fufficient defence to us, if we had not been 
advifed by fome, certainly not experienced phyficians,. 
to repair to the infeded places abroad to fzure the dif^ 
order. We thought our College able to do any thing; 
but non omnia pojfumus omner^ By mifmanagement^ 
therefore, or ignorance, its inveteracy has beeacon-^ 
firmed rather than abated. In Italy and* Gernwiny,. 
Indeed, it feemed io difappear about a year ago,, but 
broke out again in the beginning of la(l fpring with as 
much violence as ever, in 1797 *^ ^'J^* two con* 
fultations of phyficians wck held, the one at Par/Sp 
prnd the other Lijley but they came to no agjeement^^ 
fach having fome favourite nojlrum to feccM»mend,' 
which the other would ne^ agree to« A third con&Jt^ 
ation was held lately at Raftadt, in Gcrm^ny^ to a^ 
little purpofe^ but which eoded fingularly ; of three 
of the phyficians belonging to the fame college, two 
di$d fuddcnly on their way h^me^ and tl^e third waa 
laved by having hts coalt liiied wi:th a preparatiotn of 
»tf s bark. 

When thb diforder firA appeared, it puzzled the 
faculty for the reafon I have already a<fligned^ S^xs^Ri. 
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deemed it of an Inflammatory nature, and advlfed lleed^ 
ing and long confinement^ with fecJuJion from company: 
and there not bding room enough in the common hof- 
pitals for patients of this defcription, a nunr>ber of 
lazarettos were built on purpofe. Others imagined it 
arofe from weahnefs in the upper region, and advifed 
ftrong medicines, calculated to give vigour^ Some 
went fo far as to think /peaking hurtful, and woald 
not allow their patients to affemble in greater num- 
bers at a time than fifty. Others fuppofed that read- 
tng muft be pernicious, and open the eyes too much ! 
In (hort, various remedies have been tried. We hare 
compounded, decompounded, mixed, and feparated 
every article in the Phart^acopcsia Budgetlana (the only 
one allowed by atithority), until it has become difficult 
to fay whether the doSor is moft puzzled how to 
prefcribe, or the patient how to fwalIo%v. The 
greatcft good appears to me to have been done by Dr. 
Spencer and his brethren, who have recommended the 
fea alr^ which is certainly more agreeable to our con^ 
Jiitutionj and has hitherto kept from us the worft 
ravages of this diforder. 

I am, Sir, with great refpec^, . 

Yoar humble fervant, 
Dec. II, 1799. Galenic us. 
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RECEIPTS FCR MAKING FRIENDSHIP, 
ANCIENT AND MODERN. 

N Pliny's Natural Hijlory we find a curious receipt 
for making the Roman friendfhip cordial, that was 
univerfally ef teemed in thofe days, and very few fami- 
lies vere without it. In the fame place he fays that 
they were indebted to the Greeks for this receipt, who 
had it in the greateft perfcftion. The old Roman 
friendfhip was a compofition of feveral ingredients, of 

which 
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which the principal was union of hearts (a fine flower 
that grew in feveral parts of the kjhgdom), fincerity, 
franknefs, difintereftednefs, pity, and tendernefs, of 
each an equal quantity : thefe were all mixed up toge- 
ther with two rich oils, which they called perpetual 
kind wilhes, and fincerity of temper ; and the whole 
was'ftrongly perfumed with the defire of pleafing, 
which is a mod grateful fmell, and was a fure reftor- 
'ative in all forts of vapours. This cordial^ thus 
prepared, was of fo durable a nature, that no length 
of time could wafte it ; and, what is remarkable, 
fays our author, it increafed in weight and value 
the longer it was kept. The moderns have moft 
grofsly adulterated this fine receipt: fome of the ingre- 
dients, indeed^ are not to be found; but what they 
impofe upon you for friendfhip i« as follows,' viz. 
Outward profeffion, a common weed that grows every 
where ; inftead of the flower of union, the defire of 
being pleafed, a large quantity of felf^ixitcreft, con- 
venienee and refervednefs, many handfuls, a little of 
pity and tendernefs ; but fome pretend to make it up 
without any of thefe two laft ; and common oil of in- 
conftancy, which, like our linfeed" oil, is cold drawn 
every hour, ferves to mix them all together. Moft of 
the ingredients being of a perifliable nature, it will 
not keep, and fhows itfelf tobe counterfeit, by leflcn- 
ing continually, botli in weight and value. 



DENDROLOGY, 

[From the Morning Chronicle.J 
M«. EDITOR, 

TXrHlLE the ingenuity of man is every day pro- 

^^ dncing the moft extraordinary effects in the 

works of arty it is extremely pleafing ta obferve that 

Nature^ too, burfting fro'm the trammels in which fbe 
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has hitherto been confined, departs from her ufual 
humdrum routinei and favours us with produftions 
that will greatly facilitate the labours of man, anJ 
cheatenije (if I may on fuch an occafloa coin a word) 
thole valuable articles, without which he cannot exiti. 
Some years are now pad (ince the dlfcovery of a 
tret which produced hread^ and which, as foon as in^ 
troduccd into this country, was to render harvefls un^- 
necefiary, and to annihilate the whole t/ibe of corn* 
merchants, corn-fa£):ors, farmers, millers^ and bakeis.. 
No fooner h«ld this pleafiiig profped: danced its round, 
than another tree was found which produced butter*^ 
and threatened deftrudion to our dairies and our pretty 
dairy-maids. And this day I read in the papers of a* 
third tree that fiourifhes with a cabbage at the top ; aa 
improvement certainly not of fuch confequence as the 
former, becaufe it cannot anfwer any purpofe either- 
of cheapnefs or goodnefs, to put cabbages tasther out 
jof our reach than they were before. It (hows,, how- 
ever, as well as the other inftances mentioned, that » 
complete revolution has taken place \\\ the vegetatde 
world ; and that we^ may foon expert to cover our 
tablqs with the richeft and mod favourite diihes, witlr- 
out the circuitous and expeniive mode of vifiting the 
butcher and the poulterer. Every thing has a hegin^ 
ning ; bread and biitter, being ufed chiefly at breaic- 
faft, may be accounted the ^r^/riwa)^/<'j of the day's 
pleafure. Why ftiould we defpair to find a leg of 
mutton vegetating near our turnips, or a. delLciot» 
haunch blooming amidft our French beans i Why 
fhould it be more wonderful in a tree to produce flices 
of bread and butter than the more &ib(lantial fruits o( 
the Jirloin^ the chinei and the f addle ? I truft, Sir> 
the time is not far off when our parfnip-beds will be 
interfered by fait fijh^ and that no kitchen-garden will 
prod\ice fpinach without the agreeable accompani- 
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ment of boufe-lamh. Nay, as Improvement once begun 
is infinite^ there is no reafon why we might not expeft 
all the labours of animal life to merge into that of the 
vegetable. " No one would be greatly furprifed if the 
banks of the Rhine were to grow men ; and the fame 
expeAation may be reafonably formed of many parts 
of Italy and Switzerland. What a man fows he mzf 
hope to reap ; and I need not tell you the fpecies of 
grain which has of late yezvs hctn put into the ground 
in thofe countries. I truft that even at home our oaks 
may be made to produce /ailorSf and that, if matters 
go on in their prefent train, we may hope one day or 
other to fee zjlafe/man upon a tree. 

I am, Sir, yours. Sec. 

A Dendroiogist* 



ANECDOTE OF A DUCK AND A GANDER. 

V 

'"PHAT the wifdom of Solomon is not atfolutefy 

•*" neceffary in thofe who hold places in the T ^y, 

witnefs the following ftory, which is abfolutely fa6l. 

Mr. Charles , who was feverial years in the 

T y, ufed every morning, as he came from his 

Lady-mother's to the office, to pafs by the canal in 
the Park, and feed the ducks with bread or corn, 
which he brought in his pocket for that purpofe. One 
morning having called his affeflionate friends, the 
duckey duckey duckeys, he found unfortunately that he 
had forgot them ; " Poor duckeys !" he cried, " I am 
forry I am in a hurry, and cannot get you feme bread ; 
but here is fixpence for you to buy fome ;*' and there- 
upon threw a fixpence to the ducks, which one of 
them gobbled up. At the office he very wifely told 
the whole of the ftory to fome Gentlemen, with whom 
he was to dine. There being ducks for dinner, one ~ 
of the Gentlemen ordered a fixpence to be put iuio \.Vv^ 



lS4 £LEGY ON THE DEATH OF JEAN BON ST. ANDRE'. 

body of one of them, which he gave to Charles to cut 
up : our hero was furprifed at finding a (ixpcnce 
among the feafoning ; enraged, he bid the waiter fend 
up his mafter, whom he fainted with the epithets of 
rafcal and fcoundrel, and fwore bitterly he would have 
him profecuted for robbing the King of his ducks; *'for," 
fays he, " Gentlemen, this very morning did I give 
this fixpence to one of the ducks in the canal in St. 
James's Park." One of the Gentlemen in the (ecret 
aflured him it was a midake, for that the ducks then 
on the table came from a friend of his at St, Alban's^ 
on which Charles afked pardon, and peace was reftored 
to the company. 






ELEGY ON THE DEATH OF JEAN BON 

ST. AN DUE'. 

[From the Oracle] 

np*HE following exqnifite tribute to the memory of an 
^ unfortunate Republican, is written with fuch a toucb- 
ing fenfibility, that thoie who can command fait tears, 
muft prepare to fhed them. The narra'ive is fimple and 
iinaffecf^ed ; the^evenr in itfelf interefting; the moral ob- 
vious and awful. We have only to obferve, that as this 
account of the tranfa^lion is taken from the French papers, 
it may poflibly be fomewbat partial : the Dey's own ftate- 
ment of the atfair has not yet been received. Every friend 
of hun.anity will join with us in expreding a candid and 
benevolent hope, that this bufinefs may not tend to kindle 
the flames of war between thefe two Unchriftiaii Powers;. 
but that, by mutual conccflion and accommodation, they 
may come to fome point (fhort of the reftoration of JcaiT 
Bon's head to his (lioulders, which in this ftage of the 
difcuffjon is hardly practicable), by whicli the peace of 
the Pagan world may be prefcrvedi For our part, wre 
pretend jiot to decide from which quaJicr the oonceffions 
ought principally to be made : there are probablv faults 
on both Jidesy in this, as in mod other cafes. For the 
charadler of the Dey, we profcfs a (incere refpe.(5l on the 

OJIC 
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one hand ; and, on the other, we fliould naturally have 
wiihed that the head of Jean Bon St, Andre fliould have 
bten referved for his own guillotine^ 

ELEGY \ OB. DIRGE. 

All in the town of 7»«//, 
In Africa the torrid, 

On a Frenchman of rank 

Was play'd fuch a prank, 
As Lepaux muft think quite horriJ. 

XI. 

No ftory half fo*fliocking, 

By kitchen-fire o: laundry, 
Was ever Jbcard tell- 
As that which befell 

The great Jean fion t>t»- AsKlf6. 

III. 

Poor John- Was a gallant Captain, 
In battles much delighting ; 

He, Scd full foon 

On the Firji of Jjmt-^^^ ; : 
But he bade the reft keep^figfetiHg. 

ToPm/i then rerurnjiig, . ^ " 
Recovered from his panic, ' 

He tran fluted the 'plan 

Of P nine' 5 Rights of Mau^ 
Into language Mauritanic. 

V. 

He went to teach at Tunit-^ 
Where a^ConfuI he was fettled— 

Amongft other things, 

« That the People are Kings I" 
W^hereat the Dey was nettled. 

VI. 

The Moors being rather ftupid, 
And in lerriper foniewhat muliihj 

\ ' nderftood not a word 

Of the do^rine they heard. 
And thouglit the Conful fooiilli. 
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clefcription — rofes! hyacinths! pinks! poppies! cowf- 
lips! anck cauliflowers! In the thirdy I indft upon 
having all the dried wells filled with water! And io^ 
the Jourihy that the air and winds be regulated by mf 
courfes! Let the monfoons everlaftingly blow mj 
way, be it which way it will. Whereof fail not, for 
fear of my difpieafure. 

. (Signed) BoTiAPARTE. . 

N. B. Obferve, I infill upon having a full mooR 
once a week, or oftener, if I fhould find occafion forit. 



THE DEATHS OF BONAPARTE. 
[From the Morning Po^] 

m 

1 N a bloody enjzagement, which turned the Levinl 
**' into the RedSea^ Bonaparte received five mortal 
woundsy and juft lived to furrender his fword to Ad- 
miral Nelson. 

In afcendtng the Nile, chin deep in water^ BoVi 
r ARTE perrflied of ihirji! 

Before he arrived at Cairo, a. million of Arabs fu^ 
rounded him. and cut him into half a million i 
pieces. 

Soort after he left Cairo, a hot wind met him fuE 
in the teeth, by which he was fuffocatcd. 

Pafling over the Defert to Suez, a burning mountMii 
of red-^hot fand wasraifed by a whirlwind, and buric( 
him five thoufand fathom deep. 

Jiift before he readied Sue^t, he and his whole arm; 
perifbed by famine. 

At Suez the army fell ill of the plague, andBoN'A* 
PARTfi died the lad man of them. 

After they were embarked at Suez, the army mfr 
tinied, and cut off Bonaparte's head, fending it,* 
the B«ys of Egypt as a peace*offering, to allow tb 
to return to Fiance.* 

BONAPAaTll 
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BONAPARTE REDIVIVUS*. 

[From the Meteors*.] 

^OOD courteous reader, I am fure the name 
^ Of Bonaparte muft have reach'd thine ear : 
Jt, left thou be deceived in his fame, 
E'en from my Mufe his glories {halt thou hear. 

.nd firft, this Hero, like to other men. 

Has capabilities to eat and drink : 
1 ftature, he is five ftet nine or ten, 

A goodly fize, as many ladies think. 

year or two ago his face was pale. 
But now, they fay, it is a dingy brown; 
nd thence at Paris fpning an idle tale. 
They faid, 't was Gen'ral Touflaint come to towiu 

1 fcience he, is deep — his rapid. pen 

At once defcribes a vi6l*ry and a buft ; 
nd fighting in a iwamp and marftiy ien, 

He tells how many thoufands bit the duft. 

[is travelling has of courfe begot a ikill 
In lands and foils; but this i will advance, 

'hat let his knowledge be whate'er, it will. 
He knows the difF*ren(« 'twixt Cayenne and France. 

ut we muft trace the hift'ry of his life ; 

Obferve how, inch by inch, his greatriefs grew; 
t ten years old we find him deep jn ftrife, 

Vowing in a balloon to tak^ a view. 

'here firft his mighty genius was unfurl'd ; 

(Admire his wife forefight and prudence true ;) 
[e wifh'd to fee the huge unwieldy world 

His infant ardoiir panted to fubdue. 

ight o*er his head his -youthful hours roll — 
He haftes to Genoa — what do we behold? 

•he Hen) afkSng, " What's o'clock ?" no foul 
The Hero can refolve — each watch is fold. 



* Thefe verfes upon this renowned Chief were written before he had 
Turned the new part which he is now playing in the pjlitical drama . 
' the French Revolution. 
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On ev'ry fide the dreadful clamours rife ; 

**No watches, fhirts, or flioes do We poflefs; 
Nor thee nor the Dire^ory we prize, 

Unlefs ye lave us from our fed dillrefe." 

<^ Courage, my lads ! allons ! fee yonder plains 

And armies, given us by Fate's decree ! 
The Auftrian fpoils (ball well reward your puns, j 

Watches enough, and Wurmfer's watch for me.'' 

Soon Ca Ira and civic hymns refound, 
In horrid joy the re^meats dance and jttmp ; 

And, as imagination wins the ground. 

Each feels his bay'net in a hoflile rump. i| 

*T is faid Dame Fortune is not over-chafte, 

Nor does {he much delight in ancieitt men ; 
She found our Hero moft unto her tafi^e, 

And fmird on Wurmfer only «ow and then. 

Thus viftory to viftory fucceeds. 

Armies retreat, and towns are render'd up ; 

The fields are fpoil'd — and poor Italia kleeds. 
And foon at Mantua will the Victor fup. 

He came, and told the people they were free, j 

Deliver'd from the tyranny of knaves ; 
Bade them to plant the emblematic tree, 

Whofe (hadow would difdain to fhelter flaves; 

Bade them to be the right good friends of France, 
And plac*d fonie thouiand men within their walls, 

Lefl that by any accidental chance, 
They chang*d their minds, and flruggled in flreet brawlst 

Next with the Emp'ror's Courtiers, titcct-tite^ 

At Campo Formio he plans a peace ; 
Which done, he vows that, either foon or late, 

He'll go aiid drive the Englifh troops like geefe. 

His dreadful grenadiers, his boafl and pride. 

Borne on huge raft^ fhall ilrike us all with fears 4 

Sail up the Thames upon the faithlefs tide, 
And knock the antique Tower about our ears; 



March 



\ 



8019APA.RTE ftEDIVITDt. I9I 

March thence unto the Bank, whofe facile doors 
Shall yield up all to their rapacious claws : 

Swift bounds the echo from the Gallic (lioreS) 
F'oila Bank Notes at/«r with Affignatsl 

Eut he, or the Direct orf, foon found 
. This plan beneath the genius of France ; 
And then, the Turks and Maoi'lukes to confound^ 
He led his grenadiers a pirtbyr dance* 

Toft oa the feas full, many a ftormy day, 

At length his; navy reached th' Egypdan ftraiid; 

Only at Maka flopping by the way, 
To play die devil, did the Hero land« 

Safe in Aboukir's Bay the navy- rode; 

Approaching viftpries the warriors greet; 
Nor could they find one S^avan to forebode 

That Nelfon baflen'd with his conqu'ring fleet. 

Brave Nelfon came — ^and while his vengeance flew, 

And claim'd the vi^ory as Britain's rights 
Great Booaparte took a bird's-eye view. 

Securely mounted on a turret's height. 

The navv loft ! — no logic can prevail 

On Airic's Citizens to change their mind ; 

Thofe people thought he look'd juil like a fhail, 
Who came abroad, and left his fhell behind. 

Y4et gen'ralfhip like his was never found, 

Hail, Ali Bonaparte ! Five PHero / 
His faith like any weathercock veer'd rou^d, 

A pious MufTulman from top to toe! 

But here the devil interferes, <and bids 

Each thing run counter to the Prophet's will ; 

fitill muft he "battle near the Pyramids, 

And in their nnifques fome more old women kill. 

L>o ! on a dromedary full of pride, 

To Syria now the Hero Bends his way : 

Tbofe ioidiers who can /ieal a camel, ride^ 
The reft march after in their beft array. 



Reiolce^ 
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Hejoice, ye Jews! the Ifraelitifh walk 
Require but workmen to be built apace, 

A mighty Rabbi loudly on you calls, 

In every Syrian town to raifc Duke*s Place, 

Gen'ral again, he fummons Acre with 

Fraternal offers ; ilrange, they wont go down; 

But that uncivil Knight, Sir Sidney Smith, 
Was rude enough to fortify the town. 

He taught the Turks to banifh idle fears, 
And make inairfions on the hoftile French : 

They ially, and find Jacobins have ears^ 

Which, as fuperfluous luxMes, they retrench. 

To defperation drove, the town they ftorm, 
, And florm again ; but it is all in vain : 
At length they take their leave, without much form. 
And ftorming^ march to Egypt back again. 

In the retreat the Arabs were unkind, 

Honour ^mtrngfi tiieves-^yet they committed theft-^ 
But foon the Hero has the blifs to find 

The Pyramids {land juft where they were left. 

He calls a council ; finds the feafon pad, 

When men can fly to India in a day ; 
And after much debate, concludes at lafl. 

From Egypt he h^d^ better ^/^ away. 

And as the Hebrew youths, in davs of old. 
Went into Egypt' to preferve their lives, 

So out qf Egypt, Bonaparte bold 

£fcap*d to Paris, where I hear he thrives. 



ADDRESS TO A LADY 

ARRAYED IN MILITARY ATTIRE AT A PROVINCIAL 
PRESENTATION OF COLOURS* 

TXTHY, Lady," wift thou bind thy lovely brow 
^^ With the dread femblance of that warlike helm; 
That nodding plume, and wreath of various glow. 
That fole mould grace the /ons of Britain's realm ? 

Thou 
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Thou know*(l that virtue is of power the fource ; 

And all h^r magic to thine eyes is given : 
We own their empire, while we feci their force, 

Beaming with the benignity of. Heaven* 

The plumv helmet and the martial mien 

Might aignify Minerva's awfiil charms^ 
But more refiflfefs far th' Idalian Qiieen— 

Smiles, graces, gentlenefs, her only arms. 



A SURVEY OF WESTMINSTER HALL ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF TERM. 

A S holes where thieves have lurk'd all day 

.-^ Vomit at night, up^ the lay^ 

• Their darknefs- loving race: 

So now each inn about the town 

Lets out its tribes with wig and gowu — 

To haunt this Gothic placf. 

what lengths of fable fweep along ! 
What groves of curls — and what a throng 

Of little dangling tails !: . 

Jt is no wonder fuch a fight 
bliould oft put Juftice in a fright— 
And make her drop her fcales, 

'T is faid, from Paradife when hurl'd. 
That Satan vifited this world ; 

And, to begin our woes, 
He fow'd a helliOi feed, call'd flrife, 
Which vegetated into life — 

When up a Lawyer rofc ! 

He lodg'd him in a fpacious place ; 
That it might wear a holy face. 

He caird the fpot *' The Temple;** 
And, rather than a Wolf for fign, 
Placed on the door a Lamb divine- 
As of his trade a fample, 
VOL. in. K Whea 
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When tiros fet ftp, lie thotl|ht a wife 
Would much affift his rife in life ; 

A Ad foon he found a pme— « 
A Miftrefs Farfehood, who before 
Had a large hoft of children bore — 

Caird by the viilgar — Lies. 

Thefe he adopted, brought up all ; 
And, I am tokl^ within this Hall, 

They firft were put to fchool : — 
He taught them quibbling as they grew ; 
And from their dam, a woman true, 

They learn'd to over-ruh. 

They cheated, profper'd, and increased ; 
Nor has their population ceas'd, 

As you njay here defcry ; 
And, as the iflue has not fail'd, 
I fear the curfe will be entaiPd 

On all pofteiity ! 

But flill to them fome praife is due ; 
With filial duty they purfue 

The origin of evil, 
And labour (lili with hand and tongue, 
To prove the cion whence they fprung 

Was planted by the Devil! 



G. L- 



HUMOURS OF AN APRIL FOOL DAY- 

[From the Looker-on.] 

f PAID a vlfit yefterday to an old acquaintance, 
-*■ formerly a domeftic in the family of my grand- 
father, and by him eftabliflied, above forty years 
ago, in a little fliop, where he has found means to 
acqtiire a decent fubiiftence* When but a boy, as I 
have heard my father fay, he was efteemed an oddity 
by all the neighbouthobd, sind always had a ftrong 
propenfity to little mJfchievous tricks* He would, 
^alk through the churchyard at night, wrapped in a 

table- 
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Uble«cIoth; he would hide the cpaid's (hoes, blacken 
his face to fright the children, and greafe the firings 
of the chaplain'*s violin. Indeed^ mj grandfather, 
though he had a regard for the boy, was at length ob- 
liged to (jifcard him, for fadening his grand aunt 
Anna Maria's lappet to the chair, while fhe fat at 
dinner, to her utter confufion, as foon as (he at* 
ten)pted to quit her place. 

I found him in the little apartment behind his 
(hop, with a large book open before him, in which 
he feemed to have been writing. On my hinting to 
him, that 1 thought he might be more fuitably em- 
ployed 6n a Sunday than in looking over his accounts, 
he aflured me that I was miftaken ; that the bgok be- 
fore him contained a little journal of the merrieft 
moments of his life ; and iliowed me the back of it, 
on which was lettered, not unaptly, as will appear 
from what follows, Day Book. 

He faid he had bpen juft bringing up his accounts to 
the clofe of yefterday ; but added, with a (hake of the 
head, ** How unlucky it is, it (hould have happened 
on a Sunday 1 I (hall be below par this year. 1 be- 
lieve I may fay without vanity," faid he, feeing me 
fon^ewhat at a lofs to underftand him, ^* that there is 
not a man in the parifh who makes fo many fools as 
myfelf. Why, Sir, i have averaged for the laft four- 
teen years, thirty fools per annum ; and it would have 
been more, but for that plaguy fore eye which con- 
fined me laft fpring — Ah ! it was a great lofs to me ; 
I had not aitngle fool, except my apothecary's appren- 
tice, whom I fent to the upper end of Iflington to get 
4iie fome genuine pantilum pulverofum — but then the 
year before was a plentiful year, a very plentiful year. 
Do, Sir, let me read you my journal for the (irft of 
April in that year," I aflfented — he put on his fpec- 
tacles, and read as follows: 

*« ift April Got up early this morning to 

prepare for bufinefs — Sally (till a-bcd — ^¥\xvcv^ '^'^i 
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very willing to contribute largely to the ftme and cfe- 
lebrityofthe age in which we live, without adding 
much to our own wifdom, or ever confidering our- 
felves as parts of that great whole. If this were not 
f he cafe, (hould we find fo many men, reputed wife, 
who aSL foolifhiy, and who have all the wifdom of 
the world in theory, but fcarcely any in pradlice ? I 
have been led into thefe refledions, from confidering 
the prevalence of ivhims^ or thofe caprices, often ri- 
diculous, often foolilh, and fometimes ofFenfive and 
hurtful, from which very few wife men are free, .and 
from which the world in general do not feeni to wilh 
to be free. 

I obferve, Sir, that whenever a foible, or habit of 
foibles, becomes general, it becomes its own excufe. 
Thus, when a.man iscenfured for any ofFenfive whiniy. 
the reply almoft always is, ** True, but you know h€ 
is a whinifical man," This excufe, however, is not 
one whit more valid than if I Were to apologize (br a 
man who had picked my pocket, by obferving that 
he was a thief. There virould be no proof here that I 
knew logic,' or had anyvery difHn£t ideas of juftice. 
Yet Tom Dingy, who afFefts the utmoft flovenlinefs 
of apparel, is excufed in\all companies where he enters^ 
^ as a man who is fond of fuch whims. And his hope- 
ful heir, who always dreifes in the garb of a jockey, 
obtains a free pardon, on his declaring that he does it 
for a whim. 

. Skinner, the etymologjft, derives the word whim 
from ^* fomething that turns round ;" a definition pro- 
bably as good as can be found, but not good enough 
16 give ns diftinft apprehenfions on the fubje£t. In- 
deed, the very Uncertainty we are in refpeSing the 
definition of the wordi is an indirect cenfure of the 
tVme itfelf. It feems to be proper that a thing that 
is wholly unaccounUble, fhould pafs by a name that is 
"wKoIly unintelligible. 

A crowded 
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A crowded metropolis is the true fcene of a£lion for 
men of whim. In the country the circle is too fmall. 
They might prove pfFenfive, and would foon be left 
to folitude ; but the free and unconflraincd manners 
of a city, where a man may do what he pleafes, and 
no perfon call him to an account, are favourable to 
the growth of whims. Hence the moft humorous 
accounts of whims have been almoft always dated from 
the metropolis ; - and hence men who have devoted 
their time to whim^huating, have confulered London 
as the place for true fport. Almoft every coiFee-houfc 
or public-houfe has one or more gueds, who amufe 
the reft with their whims. Will Steady has occupied 
the fame box in the Chapter coflFee-houfe for the laft 
twenty years at a particular hour, and his perfon and 
that box are fo connefled by the alfociation of ideas, 
that if I were to find them leparate, I ihould firft fuf- 
fcA that the room had undergone an alteration. 

Old Tefty, of Lincoln's Inn, Efq. is another whim- 
fical fellow. He vifits the chop-houfe precifely at 
three, calls for a (ingle chop, which he devours with 
apparent appetiie. His half pint of wine is then laid 
before hiiTi, which he divides into fuqh minute and 
equal portions, that, with the afliftance of a newf- 
paper, it lafts till five o'clock ; at that hour, accord- 
ing to the exa£Ufl: admeafurement of time, he calls for 
the bill of fare, looks out " fomething nice," and fits 
down again tn the fecond courfe, if I may fo call it* 
After this he converfes with his neighbours, leifurely 
drinks another half pint of wine, and precifely at 
eight o'clock takes his *^ flow folemn leave." From 
the bed authority I can procure, he has not deviated 
from this pradice for thirty years. On Sundays, in- 
deed, he as uniformly walks to an ordinary at High- 
gate, and difcufles the buHnefs of his dinner with cer- 
tain ceremonies different frpm thofe of othei: days, but 
which never alter. 

K4. '^'^ 
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Mr, Timothy Morofe was, in my younger days, a 
whim of the firft magnitude. He was inflexibly honeft 
and upright in all his dealings. But to this he added 
qualities of a lefs pleaflng kind. He was never known 
to exchange even a word of friendfhip wiih any man 
living, nor djd any man living know where he lodged. 
Every evening he fupped at a cofFee-houfe near the 
'Change at "the hour of eight o'clock, and departed at 
half part nine precifely ; nor could any profpe£ls of 
the greateft advantage have induced him to remain one 
moment longer. He would talk to any perfon who 
fat next liim ; but if a reply was made, he was iilent 
for the reft of his tinle. He was never known to give 
above three pofitive opinions in" his life. One was, 
that ** money was money ;*' the fecond, that ** many 
people were d d fools j" and the third, that ** bank- 
rupts could not be expected to pay much." But thefe 
he could dilate into long fpeeches, which were Hften- 
ed to, becaufe every body ** knew his whim." — At 
length, 

" One ev*n I mifs'd him on the *cu(\om'd Jca/ ; 

nor yet befide the fire^ 

Nor up the rcom, nor at the ifar was he." 

He concluded his whims with hanging himfelf at his 
lodging?, which were then, for the firft time, dif- 
covered. 

It may be obferved of whims, whether of the harm* 
Icfs or hurtful kind, that, however eafily fliaken off 
at firft, they foon take a deep root in the habit, and 
are nouriftied with uncommon obftinacy. They afford 
a proof too, how very tenacious we are apt to be of 
■ little things, and how much more' relaxed and pliable 
our conduft is in matters of greajer moment, and of 
real importance. It is reported of Elwes, the famous 
mifer, that he dined upon a hard-boiled egg, and a 
little fpring-water^ while lifking many thoufand pounds 

upon 
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upon the fwiftnefs of a horfe, or, what happens 
oftener^ the integrity of a riding jockey. One Would 
imagine that we were created with wonderful powers 
over trifles, or wonderful love for whims, while the 
fuperior duties of life are left to chance or accidents. 
Something of this kind is vifible in men of angry 
difpofitions. Nat Teazle will break out in the moft 
unmanoerly paflion, if his daughter happen to fnufF 
the candle out ; but when a forgery to a great amount 
was committed upon him^ he had not paiTion enough 
to fue the culprit at law. If his horfe (lumbles,. he is 
fare to fwear at him ; but when his fon fought a dqel 
with a common gambler, he only hoped '* there had: 
been fair play." 

It ftrikes me, Sir, that in our moral governnient 
we might very profitably follow a dire£iion given us 
with refpedl to money matters : ** Take care of the 
pence, and the pounds will lake care of themfelves.'* 
I am perfuaded, that if we could guard againft little 
foibles, whims, and unevennefs of temper. in matters 
of trifling concern, we might be better fitted to a^El a 
beaoming and manly part when important occafions 
call for the exertion of our wifdom. ** Little things,** 
fays the poet, " are great to little njjen ;*' and nothing 
ibould be retained in our charafiers which, by render-^ 
ing us lefs agreeable to the worlds may prevent our 
ufsfiilnefs as members of fociety« . 

1 am» Sir, • 
Your humble fervant, 

Ajnti/Whim. 
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ADVICE f O A YOUNG OFFICER OP THE 

MILITIA. 

DtAR TOM9 

If AM informed by Colonel Maraud, that you have 
^ 6btained a comhiifrion in his battalion. I know 
iibt, ik yet, whether to congratulate or condole witk 
ybii on vour promotion ; for I have not yet iveighed 
the dirfkdvantages and advantages of it, fo as to give a 
decided opinion upon the fubjed. However, as it is 
1)6 dOtibt very agreeable to yourfelf, I would not ht 
thbught to difluade you from the career of glory 
which probably your ftars have marked out for you ; 
but, On the contrary, prefuming on my fuperiority in 
pbitit of age, and my long experience in the fervice 
you have embraced, I trouble you with this letter, to 
let you partly^ into the^natiVre of that fervice, and to 
bflFer yob fome advice refpefting thofe parts of it, which 
to a youhg man are mod important, and may feem 
mod arduous. 

The grahd divifions of your duty are : 

Firft, To handle the bottle with a good and ready 
grace. 

Secondly, To intrigue with the girls without any 
grace at all. 

Thirdly, When you leave t place, always to leave 
fomething behind you. 

Laftly, When you approach a place, to drive every 
thiftg before ybti. 

The firft of thefe duties is confiderably daiigerous, 
and has been found to add greatly -to the horrors of 
war. But inheriting, as you do, the fpirlt of a long 
line of anceftors, whofe love of liquor may be traced 
up to the flood itfelf, it is impoffible that you can 
Ihrink from your duty, though you (hould fall a vi£lini 

to 
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to the fatigues of the day. It will be neceffary fbr 
you, therefore, to iludy the whole art of militUry Hba^ 
tiBftj and be perfedl mailer of the whole manual and 
vocal exercife, fjuch as twirling a cork^ injpe6iing the 
crufty calling for a ioq/i^ giving a /d<^. Joying mon^ 
challenging with pint bumfers^ ox filling the conjiable. 

On the right performance of this part of your duty 
depends much of that courage which your country * 
will cxpeft you to exhibit in the day of battle. Why 
is it that men are given to fighting in their cups, if ^ 
not from their drinking in freQi draughts of courage, 
which enables them to defy, as Colonel Toper of our 
regiment ufed to fay, even the devil hitnfelf ? It.is 
very neceflary to acquire a dafliing, helterflcelter 
Jkind of heroifm, which impels a man to fight with 
no matter whom^ whcn^ or where* In all the annals 
of the art military, I never knew any good done by 
an arfny who went to work foberly ; in fa£t, as far as 
^my own experience goes, I confider fighting to be one 
of thofe things which few men attempt in their fober 
fenfes. 

Agairv, to (how how generally the principle of 
drinking in military affairs is adopted, condder that 
our laiigudge has borrowed a fet of phrafes from this 
only. How often, for inftance, do we hear gentle- 
men- fay, ** Our courage is otit ;" whe^ you know 
this means no more than that the bottle is out ? Happy 
is it, my dear Tom, that we have acquired fuch ftiU in 
the philofophy of the human mind, as to be able to 
recruit and repair itsbeft paflions by mechanical means,, 
and that now-a-days a gentleman may lay in a pipe of 
fortitude that (ball invigorate him and his friends for &. 
twelvemonth. ' , 

The fecond branch of your duty, or your employ- 
-tnent (which is juft the fame thing), is intrigue. As 
by the laws of war the women are not allowed to fol- 
low the regiment, it is very proper that the regiment 

K 6 V ^^>S^ 
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(Iiould follow the women. But intrigue is neceiTary 
to you on another and ntore important account, namely* 
that it includes in it all the various Aratagems, dangers, 
and manoeuvres of war, and particularly is a happy 
emblem of that very momentous art, the art of be- 
(ieging. Some towns are to be approached gradu« 
ally, fome to be taken by dorm, and fome» no doubt, 
aflailed by treachery ; for *^ tricking in love is all 
fair." 

With refpe£l to the mode of intriguing, I do not 
know that it is neceffary to give you any rules : fuch 
as are neceflfary will readily occur to you. To have 
as many intrigues upon your hands at a time as pof- 
fible, and where you have been fuccefsful, to make it 
as public as you can^s one precept. Another is, to 
enjoin the common men tur meddle with na intrigues 
at their quarters, without giving ^^m notice^ 

I (hould pay a poor compliment to your courage^ 
were I to hint that the dangers on this fervice are con« 
iiderable. I truft you are a ft ranger to fear. As to 
fathers, uncles, brothers, and fuch troublefome fel- 
lows, they may be intimidated in various ways ; you ^ 
may eafily turn their pitchforks againft themfelves, 
and make their horfe-ponds a covering for their im- 
pertinence. 

The third branch of your duty is, *^ fFhen you Jeiput 
a place i always leave Jomeihing behind you** To the 
performance of this duty you will be induced from 
gratitude. For, where you have been well treated, 
it is but natural to think you would wifh to make 
fome return. The two prefents mod commonly made 
on fuch occafions are children and debts. How the 
former may be procured I have already hinted ; and 
as, from their tender years, fome not perhaps a month 
old, and fome not born at all, it is impoflible you can 
take them with you, and turn majors into milk« 
nuifcsj oT a battalion into a baby-houfe, you mutt <^ 

courfe 
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courfe leave them to thofe who may be incUned to 
^ake care of them from natural afFedion. Humanity 
alfo requires this, for what can be fa fhocking as ta 
render a mother childlefs ? 

Noy my dear Tom, leave it to foreign monfters to 
tear from mothers their innocent offspring. Be it 
yours to repair the ravages of foreign wars, by cul- 
tivating the arts of population, and providing for the 
neceflities of poflerity. I beg leave here to allude to 
the prefent (late of oak in this country : it was lately 
difcovered that that valuable tree was becoming fcarce, 
owing to the narrow notions of fome noblemen, who 
would not plant young trees, becaufe forfooth (they 
.faid), they could not live to fee them full grown — 
narrow and feliifli is fuch an idea ! It reminds me of 
a man who would do nothing for poAerity, becaufe 
pofterity had done nothing for him. 

No — I truA that, if fnilitary propagation continues 
9S it has begun, a regiment may perpetuate its exift- 
ence, and, all but commiflioned officers, exhibit a 
feries of generations as regular as Abraham, Ifaac, 
and Jacob. I have dwelt fo long on this part of the 
fubjed, to convince you that, if you think you arc 
doing good- to yourfelf, you are at the fame time doing 
good to your country. I have heard it faid, that ** He 
is a patriot who makes a blade i>f grafs grow where 
grafs never grew before." I need not make a parody 
on this pofition, to ihovv that children are preferable 
to clover. 

As to the leaving debts^ the fubje£l is fo well known 
and underilood, that I will not affront your experience 
by fuppoflng you ignorant of it. In ^oinx oi fame^ 
however, it is neceffary you (hould leave fomething of 
this kind behind you wherever you go ; for, if it ihould 
happen that hiftory is iilent as to your deeds, your 
memory will not peri(h> but be recorded in black and 
wbite in every town through which you pafs. It is 
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tiot material how one ohxa\ns/ame» Fame is a varte- 
gated animal, full of fpots, and (Iripes, and ftreakfr— 
and the xredit which has been refufed to a man in the 
day of battle, has often been granted in the bill of 
parcels. 

On this fubjeS, permit me, my dear Tom, to 
digrefs a little* It fometimes happens that a tradef- \ 
man will grumble, and fometimes, perhaps, really =i 
may fuffer ; for a vintner, for example, is not paid as 
an apothecary would fully be, merely by returning the 
empty bottlesi In fuch cafes, why cannot tradofmen 
take a hint from men of honour, make a bonfire of 
their books, and . proclaim that all their debts are 
** debts of honour ?'• In this cafe, they would have .1 
the laws of honour to fecure payment, whereas at 
"prefent they aflually affront men of honour by their 
paltry demands ; and, as you read in that admirable 
fyftem of morality. The School for Scandal, *< paying 
tradefmen is but encouraging them." 

It certainly is a moll ihameful thing that an officer : 
(as yourfelf, I hope, will one d^y prove) who has 
tjndauntedly braved a battery of cannon, ihould turn 
pale at the fight of a bit of paper that would not ftop 
a whiftle. 

What would you think 1 How would your gorge 
rife, if, when you had condu6ied fome dangerous ex- 
pedition, captured, for inftance, a whole detachment 
of poultry, made a breach in the demi>ba(iion of a 
tavern, marched without fear and without dangei 
through a meadow of terror-infpiring bulls ami oxen, 
or perhaps had conducted a party of ladies through the 
perils of the Bridgcwater canal, with one chance of 
being buried, and two of being drowned ; I fay,, if, 
when you returtvcd vidorious from thefc and other 
like ekpeditions incident to your profellion, you were 
to have your fear excited, and your laurels blafted by 
the vile hand of an attorney, egged on to infult you by 

that 
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that dlfcount of human nature called a taylor !— by the 
dignity of Mars ! could you bear it, 



— — *♦ W.en vou mioht his quietus make 
By a bare MkmV 

I am afraid, tny dear Tom^ that I have made this 
ktter longer than you will have leifure to read^ efpe- 
ciaiiy as you are going into a fervice where you muft 
aocomplHh aHions^ and not mind words. I haften, 
therefore, to ciofe with remarking, that the fourth 
great branch of your duty is, *< When you approach a 
place f to drive every thing before you.^* I (hall dwell the 
lefs on this fubjeS, as you mud be convinced that it 
is eflential to your progrefs to overcome all obftacles, 
and infpire a proper terror in all beholders. I would 
not have you, therefore, to regard fuch trifles as corn- 
fields, >farmcrs' yards, broad-wheeled waggons, detach- 
ments of gleaners or hop- pickers. The military road 
has; time out of mind, been a deviation from the high- 
way, though apparently leading to it. 

I have now offered you a few hints on (bme of the 
mod material parts of your fervice. Time will not 
permit me to enlarge upon all of them, and you know 
enough naturally to render that unnecefTary. I have 
faid nothing, for inftance, on gaming, becaufe you 
may foon be inoculated in that diforder, if you have it 
not the natural way. I have likewife faid nothing of 
betting ; but, by the way, 1 would not have you bet 
upon fuch things as battles abroad, and fea- fights ; for 
thefe are generally fo- artfully mifreprefented by both 
parties, that it becomes as difEcult to know who gained 
the bet^ as who gained the baitle* Mo, I would have 
your bets turn on obje<^s more within your infpeSLioa 
and more important — fuch as the race of a pair of 
maggots from a filbert-^ttve colour of your landlady's 
ftodLiiigs«-*twor to one that Kate Matchlock has twin^ 



>0t ADVICS TO A YOUNG OFFICES.. 

— ^thrcc to two that Corporal Filch is hanged befoFe 
Chriftmas — five to one you don't produce a man who 
can repeat the Lord's Prayer, &c. &c, Thefe are 
not only rmportarit in themfelves, but equally fo as 
affording materials for rational and improving conver- 
fation. 

One thing yet remains, which it would be unpar- 
donable to pafs by, I fuppofe you have already been 
looking for it, and gucfs I mean •* an affair of honour/ 
alias duelling, alias pinking a man. This would re* 
quire a treatife inftead of a letter, and therefore I 
mud be brief, and confine myfelf principally to one 
topic — the f^«/ij of duelling. Now, as no challenge 
can be refufed, I hope that you will feledl fuch caufei 
as may appear dignified and becoming your char^er» 
fuch as the fleetnefs of a horfe, or the flightii>efs of ^ 
woman. 1 mean no difreped to either of thefe pcr- 
fonages by claffing them together, but 1 am vindicated 
in my arrangement from a confideration of the caufes 
of above a hundred duels, which have happened In my 
time, and which puzzle me very much to find where 
the feat of honour really is. I am not, however, 
afraid of your perfonal danger in the affair of duelling: 
independent of your good temper, I am of opinibn 
that duelling will very foon be banifhed from the army.^ 
It is impoflible that gentlemen of the army can. cbn- 
tinue a fafliion which has been po luted by the loweit 
mechanics, who now talk of their honour as formerly 
they ufed to talkof their honefty ; who load their piU 
tols oftener than they difcharge their debts, and are 
more ambitious of a character behind Montague Moufe, 
than on the Reyal Exchange. 

I will now take my leave, my dear Tom,, wifhing 
you health and hapipinefs, and a glorious retreat to 
the manfions of peace, when the ** dogs of war" (hall 
be again chained : when you (ball pare down your 
fpontoon to a walking-fiick, (hoot nothing but par* 

tridges 
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tridges with your fufil, and beat your fword into a 
carving-knife, 

I am, dear Tom, yours fincerely, 

Christopher Carbonade, 
Late Major of the Brentford Militia. 



IMPROVEMENTS MUCH WANTED IN THE 

METROPOLIS : 

BEING ATEW USEFUL HINTS TO SUCH GENTLEMEN AS 
WALK THE STREETS, FREQULNT THE THEATRES, 
OR GO TO COFFEEHOUSES. 

CUCH gentlemen as carry fmall canes, ought to put 
•^ them in/ an horizontal pofition, under their right 
arm, taking efpecial care that the ferule end^ which 
muft be carried behind them, be fufficiently dirty* 
This with a jerk in the gait, and a frequent whi(k> 
as if to look about them, will prevent the- crovvd of 
bufy troublefome people, who infefl the public ftreets, 
from prefling too clofe. 

If a ihori man carries an umbrella, let him lift it 
.no higher than the eyes of the overgrown morifters 
who arc frequently walking the ftreets.' By this nieans 
he will prevent their coining fo near as to fplafli him ; 
at leaft, if they do, it will be at the hazard of their 
eyes. 

Such gentlemen as write their letters in cofFee-houfes, 
ihoukl endeavour to get two or three of the newfpapers 
of the day to put under their paper; this will preyent 
the table foiling their letter or their ruffle ; and as to 
the impatience of thofe who wait for them — that is 
not the bufinefs of a gentleman to inquire about. 

If yoti fee the coffee-room crowded, endeavour to 
fix yourfelf at the corner of a table in fuch a manner 
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that you prevent any one pafling you to get feated ii 
any other part of the bench ; or, if that cannot con^ f 
veniently be done, put one or both of your legs at j; 
full length upon the feat, lean back and whiftle, or ij 
pick your teeth. This will Ihow your con feqiience* 

If you walk the^dreets, always wear boots and 
fpurs ; I hyfpurs, becaufe it is three to one but they 
catch the apron or jpetticoat of any woman who is 
pafling you ; and if ihe is young and handfome, you 
may make a low bow, and afk her pardon in a grace- 
ful degagee way, and by this means form an agreeable 
connexion. The fame rule will hold good when yoQ 
^o to the play-houfe; befides, if your boots ar6 fufB- 
ciently dirty, you prevent people incommoding you J)y 
preiling too clofe. 

Whenever you call a hackney-coach, take care 
the fellow ftoj>s his horfes in fuch a manner as to io- 
terfe^i a crofling. This will naturally occafion a 
number of people to flop, and give you an opportunity 
of (bowing your perfon and your importance at the 
fame time. 



IMPORTANT MEDICAL COMMUNICATION 
- ON THE DISEASE OF SCOLDING. 

T^ROM the days of the Speflator to the prefent 
time, periodical writers have indulged in invediives 
agalnft fcolding, from an evident mifconception of thci 
true nature, principles, and pra£tice of fcolding. Nay, 
our anceftors were more to blame, becaufe they went 
farther, and, confidering fcolding as a crime, invented 
a puni(hment for it. Much light has never been 
thrown upon the fubjefl ; but as I have made it my 
particular ftudy for the laft five-and-thirty years, that 
is, ever Hnce I entered into the happy date of matri* 

mony. 
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monyy I hope I fliall have it in my power to diTpel 
the darkncfs of ignorant and perfecuting times, and 
contribute fomething to eradicate thofe unreafonable 
prejudices, which many gentlemen of our own days 
entertain againd fco!di tig. 

Tlic theory of fcolding has been grofsly miflaken. 
That which is a difeafe has been coniidered as a fault ; 
whereas, in fa£Vy fcolding is a difeafe, principally of 
the lungs ; and when the noxious matter has been 
long pent up, it afFeSs the organs of fpcech in a very 
extraordinary manner, and is difcharged with a yio« 
lence which, while it relieves the patients, tends very 
much to didurb and frighten the beholders, or perfons 
that happen to be within hearing. 

-Such is my theory of fcoMing ; and if we examine 
all the appearances which it prefents in different fami* 
lies, we {hall find that they will all confirm this doc-* 
trine. It is, therefore, the greateft cruelty^ and the 
greateft ignorance, to confider it as a crime* A per- 
Ton may as well' be confined in jail for a fevec, or 
traiifported for the gout, as punilhed for fcolding, 
which is, to all intents and purpofes, a difeafe arifing 
from the canfes already mentioned. 

Nor is it only a difeafe of itfelf, but it is alfo, when 
improperly tieatcd, the caufe of many other diforders* 
Negleded fcoldings have often produced fits, of which 
a remarkable inftance may be found in a treatife writ- 
ten by Dr. Colman, entitled, 'The Jealous Wife^ in 
the fourth chapter, or a^y as he calls it, of that cele- 
brated work. On the other hand, where the fcolding 
matter has been long pent up, without any vent, I 
have little doubt that it may bring on confumptions of 
the lungs, and thofe dreadful hyfterical diforders which, 
if not, fpeedily fatal, at leaft embitter the Irves of 
many worthy members of fociety^ All thefe evils 
might have been averted, if the faculty had confidered 
fcolding in the light of a difeafe, and bad treated it 
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accordingly. In purfiiance of my theory, I now pro- ' 
ceed to the 

SYMPTOMS. 

The fymptoms of fcolding are thefe : a quick pulfci 
generally about one hundred beats in a minute ; the 
eyes confiderably inflamed, efpeciaUy in perfons who 
are fat, or reflde near Wapping ; a flulhing in the 
face, very often to a great degree ; at other limes, in 
the courfe of the. (it, the colour goes and comes in a 
mod furprifing manner ; an irregular, but violent mo- 
tion of the hands and arms, and ^ (lamping with the 
right foot ; the voice exceedingly loud, and as the diC- 
ordcr advances, it becomes hoarfe and inarticulate; 
and the whole frame is agitated* After thefe fymp- 
toms have continued for fome ,time, they gradually, 
and in fome cafes very fuddenly, go off*; a plentiful 
effufion of water comes from the eyes, and ihe patient 
is redored to health ; but the diforder leaves a con- 
fiderable degree of weaknefs, and a peculiar foolifh- 
ncfs of look, efpeciaHy if any (Irangers have been pre- 
fent during the (it. The memory too is, 1 conceive, 
fomewhat impaired ; the patient appears to retain a 
very imperfect recolledion of what palfed, and if 
put in mind of any circumftances obflinately denies 
them. Thefe fymptoms, it n)ay be fuppofed, will 
vary confiderably in different patients, but where jthey 
appear at one time, there can be very little doubt of 
the diforder. 

PREDISPOSING CAUSES. 

In all difeafes, a knowledge of the predifpoflng 
caufes will be found to alhft us in the cure. In the 
prcfeiit cafe, thtfe caufes are, irritability of the vafcu* 
lar fyflem, an exaltation of thepaflions, and a moderate 
deficiency of natural temper. 

OCCASIONAL CAUSES. 

The occafional caufes of fcolding are many. Among 
ibem may he enumerated the throwing down of a 

china 
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cliina bafoH) mirplacihg a hat^ or a pair of gloves, or 
an umbrella ; leaving a door open \ over-doing the 
meat ; under-doing the fame ; fpilling the foup ; let* 
ting the fire go out ; miftaking the houri &c. &c. 
with many others, which I do not think it very necef- 
fary to enumerate, becaufe thefe caufes are fo natural, 
that we cannot prevent them, and becaufe, whatever 
the occafional caufe of the diforder may be, the fymp- 
toms are the fame, and the mode of cure the fame, 

• CURE. 

Various remedies have been thought of for this dif- 
temper, but all hitht^rto of the rough and violent kind, 
which, therefore, if ihey remove the fymptoms for 
the prefent, leave a greater difpofltion toward the dif* 
order than before* Among thefe the common people 
frequently prefer ibe the application of an oak-(tick, a 
borfe-whip, or a leather ftrap or belt, which, how* 
ever, are all liable to the objedion I have juft dated. 
Others have recommended argumentation ; but this, 
like inoculation, w|ll not produce the defired effe&, 
unlefs the patient i>e in Ibme degree prepared to receive 
it. Some have advifed a perfect filenc« in all perfons 
who are near the patient ; but I muft fay that, where- 
cver I have feen this tried, it has rather heightened the 
diforder, by bringing on fits. The fame thing may be 
faid of (rbediencey or letting the patient have her own 
way. This is precifely like giving drink in a dropfical 
cafe, or curing a burning fever by throwing in great 
quantities of brandy. 

As the thief intention of this paper was to prove 
that fcolding is a difeafe, and not a fault, I (hall not 
enlarge much on the mode of cure ; becaufe the mo- 
ment -my theory is adopted, every perfon will be able 
to treat the 6\{ordtx fecundum artenu I (hall mention, 
however, the following prefcription, which I never 
found to fail, if properly adminiftered : 

Take 



114 ON THS DISEASE OF SCOLDING, 

Take«-Of Common Senfe, thirty grains, 

Dfcent Behaviour^ one fcruple. 
Due Confideratiofif ten grains. 
Ji^Xt and fprinkle the whole with one moment'* s thought^ 
to be taken as rcx>n as any of the occafional caufes 
ap[5ear. 

hy way of diet, though it is not neceflary to reftrift 
the patients to a milk or vegetable diet, yet I have 
always found it proper to guard them againft (Irong 
or fpirituous liquors, or any thing that tends to heat 
the blood. 

But it is now expedient that I (hould ftate a matter 
of very great importance in the prevention of this diC- 
order, and which I have left till now, that my argu* 
ments cin the fubje6l may appear dlftin^y and may be 
comprehended under one view. It is commonly Aip- 
pofed, and indeed has often been aiferted, that this 
diforder is peculiar to one only of the fexes ; ^nd I 
truft I need not add, what fex that is. But although 
it may be true that they are mod liable to it, yet it is I 
certain, from the theory laid down refpeding the pre« . 
difpofing caufeSy that the men are equally in danger. 
Why then do we not find as many males afili6led with 
fcoiding as we do females ? For this plain reafon ;— 
fcolding, as proved above, is the ^S^St of a certain 
noxious matter pent up. Now this matter engenders 
in men, as well as in women ; but the latter have not 
the frequent opportunities for difcharging it, which 
the men enjoy. Women are, by fafhion and certain 
confined modes of life, reflrained £rom all thofe pub- 
lic companies, clubs, alTemblies, cofFee-houfes, &c. &c« 
where the nien have a continual opportunity of dif- 
charging the caufe of the diforder, without its ever 
accumulating in fo great a quantity as to produce the 
fymptoms I have enumerated. This, and this only, 
is the caufe why the difeafc appears mod often in the 

female 
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Jemale fex. I would propofe, therefore, if I were 
a legiflator, or if I had influence enough to fet a 
fafhioh, that the ladies (hould in all refpeAs imitate 
the focieties of the men ; that they (hould have their 
clubs, their coflfee-houfes, difputing focieties, and even 
their parliament. In fuch places they would be able 
to take that (pecies of exercile that tends to keep down 
the diforder; yrhich at pre&nt accumulates in confine- 
ment, and, when natuse attempts a difcharge, the 
explofion is attended %^ith 4JI the violence and irregu- 
larities I have before enumerated. 

Thus much I have venti^ed to advance refpefiing 
Ccolding, and I hope that I Ihall fucceed in abating 
the unreafonable pi^ejudicfs which have been foftered 
by an aiFe£bd fuperiority in' our fex, joined, to a por- 
tion of ignorance, which, to fay the leaft, renders that 
fuperiority a matter of great doubt. I have only.to 
add, that my motives £t)r all this have been perfedly 
didnterefted, and that I flialt be very happy to give 
advice to any perfon labouring under the diforder. 
Letters (pod paidj may be addrefled to 

Cblsus Boerhaavb, M. D. 



ODE ON A COLLEGE FEAST-DAY. 

[The Parody will be apparent to every reader of fade.] 

I. 

HARK ! heard ye not yon footftcps dread, 
That fliook the Half with thund'ring jtread ? 
With eager haile 
The Fellows pafs*d ; 
Each intent on uireful work. 
High lifts his mighty blade, and points his deadly forkV 



jr. 



ai6 ODE ON A COLLEGE FEAST-DAY. 

II. 

But hark ! the portals found, and pacing forth. 

With fteps, alas I too flow, 
The College Gyps, of high illuftrious worth. 

With all the diihes in long order go. 
In the midfl, a form divine, 
Appears the fam'd Sirloin ; 

And foon with plums and glory crown'd. 

Almighty Pudding (heds its fwcets around. 
Heard ye the din of dinner bray ? 

Knife to fork, and fork to knife ; 

Unnumher'd heroes in the glorious (Irife, 
Through fiib, flefli, pies, and puddings, cut their defiin*d way. 

III. 
See beneath the mighty blade^ 

Gor'd with many a ghaflly wound. 
Low the fam'd Sirloin is laid. 
And finks in niany a gulf profound. 
Arife, arife, ye ions of glory. 
Pies and puddines (land before ye; 
See the ghoils of hungry bellies 
Point at yonder (bncTof jellies : 
While fuch dainties are btfide ye, 
Snatch the goods the Gods provide ye : 
Mighty rulers of this flate. 
Snatch before it is too late : 
For fwift as thought the Puddings, Jellies, Pies, 
Contra6t their giant bulks, and flirink to pigmy fize. 

IT. 

From the table now retreating, ^ 
All around tHe fire they meet. 
And with wine, the fons of eating 

Crown at length their mighty treat : 
Triumphant Plenty's rofy graces 
Sparkle in their jolly faces ; 
And mirth and cheerfulnefs are feen 
In- each countenance ferene. 
Fill high the fparkling glafs. 
And drink th' accuflom'd toafl ; 
Drink deep ye mighty hofl, 
And let the bottle pafs. 

Begin, 
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Begin, begin the jovial ftrain, 
Fill, fill the myflic bowl, 

And drink, and drink, and drink again. 
For drinking fires the fouL 
But foon, too foon, with one accord they reel, 

£ach on his feat begins to nod, 
All conquering Bacchus* power they fee!, 

And pour libations to the jolly God. 
At length, with dinner apd with wine opprefs'd, 
Down in the chairs they fink, and give themfelves to refl. 
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TTENCE loathed Sophocles, 

'*^ Of Le<^urer^nd blackeft Tutor born, 

In Le£tu re-room forlorn, 
'Mongft horrid Quizzes, Bloods, and Bucks unholy ; 

Find out fome uncouth cell, 
Where pallid Study fpreads his niidnight wings, 

And difmal ditties lings : 
There 'mid ft unmellow'd fouls with faplefs brain 
Compofe thy (bber train, 
-^ And in the mind of reading Quizzes dwell. 

But come thou Pleafure fair and free, 
In college clept Good Company, 
And by fome hearc-eafing Mirth, 
Whom lovely Leifure at a birth, 
With two fifter Graces more. 
To eafy-hearted Freedom bore ; 
Or whether, as fome fager (ing, 
V The jolly God, each Pleafure's fpring, 
Bacchus, who the vintner teafing. 
When he caught him clufters fqueezing, 
There in calks both large and round. 
With hoops, to keep each crevice found, 
Thee firft produced, thou foe to care, 
So buxom, blithe, and debonair ; 
Hafte thee. Wine, and bring with thee 
Jeft and youthful Jollity ; 
VOL. HI. I- Come, 
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Come, infpiring iill night long, 
Toafts and Tales, and am*rous Song, 
Such as wijh good Bacchus fiare, 
And love a heart at eafe from care; 
\ Sport that wrinkled Care derides. 
And Laughter holding both his fides, 
-Come, and trip it as you go 
On the light fantaftic toe ; 
And in thy fuhiefe bring with thee, 
The chann oF (bug, fweet Melody ;,. 
And if I give thee honour due. 
Mirth, admit me of thy crew, 
To live with Wiae, and live with thee, 
In wn reproved pleafure free : 
To fee the morn with radiance bright 
Expel the fhades of live -long night, 
Lying on the nioiften'd floor 
Till the Gyp unfolds the d9or : 
Then to reel in fpite of forrow, 
And at the lodging bid good-morrdw ; 
In the lovely Bridge-ftreet plac'd, 
Or'Caftle-end by Ladies grac'd. 



I 



I- 



WASHING- WEEK *. 

^Y A SEAMAN. ' 

TN this, dear George, w^ both agree, 
•^ (You bred in camp — I bred at fea,j 

That cleanlinefs is oft 
A curfed plague about a houfe, 
And always met our warm abuft 

When boys with Mrs. CrofL 

Bnt, to the beggar and the king^ 
Clean linen *s a reviving thing, 

Though both thofe plagues don't reach ; L 

The beggar ftrips at jocund morn 
Li fome clear ftream, and on the thorn 

Spreads out his rags to bleach. 
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The King — great manl fends all his out^ 
Not c^ringTor a (ingle clout ; 

But what *s more happy ftill, 
He *s not obligM lo count the rags, 
Nor fluff them into canvafs bags, 

Oh no ! — nor write tlie bill; 

But, Lord have mercy on us all ! 
Whene'er we wafh, all hands muft fell 

To fomethiiig or another : 
For Madam fcolds, and flies about, 
Now up, now down, now in, now out, . 

Dabbing through wet and fmother. 

This curfed time all comfort flies : 

At fix fhe ftarts, ** Come, Ned ; come, rife, 

Arid get the lines hung out." 
" Yes, to be fure, my dear," 1 cry ; 
I dare as well be hang'd as lie, 

For fear my dove fliouW pout. 

Breakfaft is got, and whipp'daway, 
Becaufe the wafliers want their tea, 

Before I half have done ; 
The doors all open-^linen 's fpread— 
The fky looks black — '* Come hither, Ned, 

Shall we have raiu or fun ?" 

" My dear, you need not be in pain, 
I think it does not look like rain :" 

"Oh! then we 41 hang out more." 
When, lo! the words have hardly pal, 
But, pufF— there comes a heavy blaft, 

And all mufl be rins'd o'er. 

Tlien tenfold fells the peal on me ; 
" You afs — to be ten yeari at fea. 

See ! — fee the linen I — do !" 
I fheakaway to have a f nile 
Snug — w;hile I hear her ail the while* 

Calling me black and blue. 

L 2 ^V^ 
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But what dill troubles more my mind^ 
Amidfl fuch plagues, at once to find 

The waflier, as flie wrings, 
Cracking fome jeft — then o*er the tub 
Paiifes a while — and every rub 

With pleafure fweats and finga. 

I hate, I mud- confefs, all dirt, 
. And truly love a well-wafli'd Ihirt ; 

But once a month this reek 
Is more than flefli and blood can bear; 
And him I hate — oh ! make liis ihare 

A waflung every week ! 



HINTS ON SWEARING, AS A SOURCE OF 

REVENUE, &c. 

[From the Looker-on.] 

^ TO DOCTOR OLIVEBRANCH. 
*^ DEAR PARSON, 

*'/^URSE me, old boy, if I don't like your papers 
^^ confoundedly, and think them aloioft as good a 
lounge as the Jockey-club, or the Carlton*houle Ma- 
gazine. As you pafs off for a devil ifh moral fellow, 
and all that, I wifli you would give us a d — ned 
fpunky paper againft the vulgar fons of—— who take 
upon them to ufe the oaths of us fellows of fafliion« 
It is a curfed thing (now is it not?) that we c^n't 
keep a new execration among us for a week, before it 
gets into the d — ned throats of the canailk. Judge. for 
yourfelf :— I heard my hofier's (hop-boy utter a curfe 
yefterday, which coft me and my valet three days in 
compofmg, and which was as good as new, I never 
having fported it above fix times, and that only in the 
very beft and mod felefl: company. Do, dear Dodor, 
tell ihefe— — how d — ned immoral this is. Think 
2 • of 
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©f fome method to prevent it, artd you *11 oblige the 
whole world of fafliion, amongft whom is, 

*• Yours infernally, 

** Cross Curricle. 
" P. S. Excufe errors. — D-rame me if I have written 
fo much at one fitting fince I left Eton." 

To fave the reader the trouble of deciphering, I 
have in many places correfted for him the orthography 
of the following epiftle. * %- 

" TO THE REV. DR. SIMON OLIV«BRANCH. 
•< HONEREO DOCTOR, 

** I lives as coachman at Squire Wealthy's in York- 
ihire. Mailer takes in your papers, hut we always 
has 'urn firS in the farvants hall. As 1 reads to the 
reft, they all defires me to fend their complaints to 
you in the lump, hoping as you will try your hand at 
the curing an *um. Laft week, a ^nephew of matter's, 
one of your fine men of London, conned here vifiting. 
To be fure he drove into the court-yard, four in hand, 
quite natural, and as if he had been a coachman born ; 
but when he got out of his pheaton, I could not for the 
life an me help lawgiving at im : his hair was cropt 
like little John's the poftillion ; he had on a little cote, 
that reached but half way down hfs thighs, made as 
broad behind as old Mofcs Modus's, the pariih fchool- 
marter, and the cape dangling down his back,^as if 
he had been half afleep when he was dreffing.— Since 
he came here, he has put the whole houfe into a ftag- 
nation. Nan was in a fine quandary about the pud- 
dcn thing as 'um wears to pin their caps to : at laft 
^t was found in one of the young gemman*s farvanis 
neckloths; and he himfelf, the other day, cut the 
curate's walking-cane into four pieces for his own ufe, 
and generally carries one an 'um about in his pocket : 
he takes great plefure in feting us farvants by the eersj 
and but yefterday he n^ade two boys, helpers of mine, 

L 3 Ja-\Q« 



2iZ HINTS ON SWEARING. 

Jet-to^ as he called h, till one was blinded, and the 
otlicr loll: three fore-teeth and a grinder. Bob the 
footman fays he herd im fay at table afterwards, that 
lie never feed fellows nnake themfelve$ up belter, that 
hadn't had no fience ; that they ftood-to for a dozen 
rcur.ds before hher ^oiild give iji ; and that they 
fou^bt till little John got both his eyes^clofed. 

'< Would you think it, Do6lor, this gemman has 
coached all our oaths as well as our other faOions* 
'rill he corned amongft us, none of the family, except 
the inen-farvants, ever fo much as thought of fwaring; 
but he has our damns and hlafli as glib and ^s natural 
as us who knows no better — which I thinks is -a burn- 
ing Ihamc : and I fancies to myfelf that my horfes 
huve grown rufty iince they have herd as other people 
can Ciirfe them as well as Ben Crump. So pray,. 
Do£lor, tell us, has not freeborn Englimmen a right 
to their ovin oaths as well as to books of their owA 
making ? and does the law give a gemman any right 
to curfe and fware like a (afvant ? 

•* From yours, Revl Doflor, to command, 

«< B£N. Crump. 

** P. S. The ^dlKon wants to know if he mayn't 
fware upon his honour, if the gemmen takes lo b— ft- 
ing of eyes r'* 

While thefe letters lay on my table, my friend-the 
*Prnjc6lor happened to enter my apartment. I put 
ihen» into his hands, in the hope that they might ftart 
fume ufeful fpeculation in his mind. No fooner had? 
he call hrs eye over them, than fcizing his hat and 
cane, he haftcned out, telling me, as he (hut the doOr». 
that I {hould foon hear from him. Accordingly, the 
next morning, the following paper was brought to me. 

'.< MY DEAR FRIEND, 

*' The cafual vifii which I paid you yefterday, has 
been the means of relieving me from mlich perplexity.. 
For fome tim^ paii,. my thoughts have been much. 

employed 
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employed in fcarch of an effeSttaV method to fupply 
that deficiency which the public lev.cnue rauft feel^ 
whenever the propofed and much-wiflied-for abolition 
of lotteries fhall take place. I muft own, however, 
that nothing feafible prefented itfelf, until the letters 
of your correfpondents fuggefted a plan,, of which I 
haften to give you the outlines. Should it meet your 
approbation, and be favourably received by your 
readers, I fhall be encouraged to offer it, in a more 
l^ftematic form, and on a larger fcale, to the Qon- 
fideration of the Minifter, previous to the opening of 
the budget in the next feflion of Parliament. 

•Mn the firft place, then, I would humbly recom- 
mend it to the Legiflaturey to make a public declara- 
tion < That all oaths and curfes within thefe seaftDs, 
^ are the property of the nation*' Thrs being aflented^ 
to» as it uvua be^ it follows> ibat the nation, by its 
reprefentatives, has a right to difpofe of them. I 
know that curfitig and fwearing is already prohibited 
by law, and fines impolcd on thofe who tranfgrefs ; 
but, asfuch laws are much too illiberally conftru(Sled 
for thefe polite and enlightened times, the fooner they 
are repealed the better, efpecially as they are very fcl- 
dom enforced, and not even generally kjiown. 

" But where vices cannot b6 entirely retrained, a 
"wife polhician will endeavour to make them fubfer- 
vicnt to the public benefit. On this principle, I pro- 
pofii to admit every body to the free ufe of oaths, w^a 
will take out a licenfe for the purpofe ; for which 
each (hall pay in proportion to his fortune, profeiTion,. 
and education. To efFe6tiiate this, there fhall be » 
Board of Blafpheniy eftablifhed in the metropolis, with 
fuboi-dinate comptrollers of curfing in every county and 
great town ; and the celebrated declaration, nulli ven* 
demus^ nulli negabimus out diffiremus, may be made the 
motto of this new eflablifhment. 

" Every perfon fhall be furnifhed, on taking out 

L 4 Vv^ 
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his licenfc, i^ith a catalogue of fuch oaths, cxcCra- 
tiuns, and exclamations, as (hall be judged moft fuit- 
able to his rank, abilitksj &:c. Thei'c alone he Oiall 
be entitled to pronounce, while a heavy penalty (hall 
be the confeqiience of his exceeding them. Thus, the 
proper diflindions and gradations of fociety fhall be 
inai ked even in its vices ; and we (hall no longer have 
a duke or a chancellor thundering out the vulgar curfes 
of a waggoner ; or hear lifped from the mouth of a 
itiirdy ploughman, well-buttered blafphemies, (lolen^ 
through the medium of the footboy,from his mafter's 
table. 

'* That there may be always a proper fupply to an- 
fwer the confumption, I would have it ordered, that 
all matters of colleges, tutors, &c. at Oxford and 
Cambridge, Ihall from time to time make returns of 
all ihofe youths tiiat are (in the common meaiiiiy*) 
g€oci for nothing* Of thefe, the Board (hall fele^ 
inch as feeii) to have talents for the compofition of 
oaths, who (hall be employed, in an academy to be 
built for the purpofe, in repairing, renewing, polifTi- 
ing, and inventing thofe efTential requiiites to focial 
mirth, to foimd argument, and to every fpecics of 
polite converfation. Much affiflahce in this way may. 
be expected from thofe gentlemen of the army who 
have fv\orn thcmfelves into reputation for cotirage. 
As to the ftudies necefTary for this occupation, any 
bock of divinity will furnilh iDatter for a thoufand 
happy blafphemies, 1 have even known a young man 
of genius turn his Catechifm to a very good accmint in 
this way. But as the public has no right to cxped 
that the labours of thefe men Hionld be gratuitous, I 
would have the works of each fecured to hitn, by ex- 
clufive patent, for a certain time, before they ate 
thrown into the common llock. 

" For gentlemen of the navy and army y there might 
be compiled a fet oi/effi^pedalian exclamations, none 

of 
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which muft confift of lefs than three fyllables ; and 
e by the by I can't help remarking, that as the laa- 
igc of oaths is extenfive enough to fill a didionaiy, 
ion't know why it fliould not be held confiderable 
»ugh to have a grammar of its own, the arrange- 
nts of which might help to tegulate the diftribution 
ave propofcd. . Who knows, under due manage- 
nt, how fufceptible it might be found of poetical 
limity ? The profody of oaths would be no very 
icult thing to adjuft, as the great variety and cn- 
jement which this bold language has of late years 
eived, afford us words of all forts of racafures, as 
s: ' 

Spondacus - - d — n me» 

Pyrrhichius o o dem me. 

Trochaeus - u d — n it. 

Iambus u - be d — ncd. 

Mololfns ... d— nation. 

DadtyUis - o o d — nable. 

'Amphimacer - ^ - d — n it all. 

Amphibrachys u - u Oh 1 d — n it. 

Anapseftus o o - d — ble d — n. 

• the fupport of literature and claflical knowledge, 
graduates of the wniverfities (hall be allowed to 
fc and fwear ad Ubiium in l^atin, Greek, or He- 
w, together with the free ufe of all the names that 
f may find regrftered in Boyle's Pantheon, of which, 
h a little application, they may form combinations 
:urfes, in cndlefs variety, and fuited to every emer- 
cy. 

* Any pcrfon who can produce nmloubted evidence 
his never having been deteSed in forming a propfr- 
)n or drawing a conclnfion, who can be warranted 
i« proof y and can make affidavit that he ^never has 
1 convinccdy (hall have an unlimited credit at the 
fury of the in(tilution ; for, wiihoiK caihs, it is 
likely that he will pafs for a maa of hiunour or 
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pleafantry ; but it is fiuing he (hould pay for them at 
an advanced rate^iuice thej^ will be to him the only 
fubflitute for wit or knowledge, for good fenfe or 
good breeding* 

<« Trofffedjoryztellers fhould alfo be fiippaied libe^ 
rally, as fo much of their fuccefs depends on the happy 
feledion. and arrangement o( thcfe expletives ;. and 
fcarcely a man of anecdote but would fail in the effeft 
of his good things^ if they were not judkcioufly feafon* 
ed with fome of tlys literary Cayenne. 

*^ No man who can bluQi at a falfehood, or who 
can fit put a ferraon, or who is not aihamed to be 
ferious, or who does not fill bumpers, oY compofa 
fentiments — in (hort, nobody convifled by a jtiry of 
good and true fweaEers,.of being an oddfillozv^ (hall be 
furniihed on any terms ;. and if he fweas, i^ is at his 
peril. Sixrh cowawlly Chiiiilians fwear with fo ill ft 
grace, that they bring difcred it to the caufe* 

" Pharo and hazard tables, race-meetings, boxing* 
fchook,, &c. &c. may have a licenfe to any extents 

" Thisy my dear friend, is the Iketch of a plan, 

which, with your affiftance and the public appioba- 

tion, I hope foon to make more perfe£t» 1 deOgo 

alfo, in aid of the great defign, fliortly to publifli a 

volume, which I (hall entitle, The Complete Curjer^ or 

Every. Man his own Swear ery. said fliall be happy, with 

his permiffion, to dedicate it to ^^Ir. Olivebranch, as- 

a fmall proof of the real pleafure I feel in ftibicriUng 

xnyielf bi& 

^ Obliged friend, 

« t »f 
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ON THE EQUALIZATION OF FOLLIES AND 

DISEASES. 

[IJ-om the (ame.] 
SIR. 



A PROJECTOR, in your paper of , 

■*^ ihows an inclination to render the praflice of 
curjing znA /wearing an objeft of revenue. Certain it 
is^ that in a time of public diflrefs no tax can be fa 
produ£tive as that which is laid upon the efFe£ts of 
ill-humour ; and I have more than once thought, 
thatj in the beft of times, a per-centage upon grum- 
bling would be no caufe of complaint. Seme years 
ago, I drew up a plan of a fimilar kind with that of 
Mr. Projeflor's, and had the honour to fubmit it to 
the approbation of his Majefty's Minifters, although, 
for feme reafon or other, I have not heard of it fince.- 
The gratitude of great perfons is very feldom extended 
to men of a fcheming turn. I donor, indeed, mean 
to blame Adminiftration for the negleft of my plan : 
perhaps the moment they faw how exceedingly com- 
prehenfive it was, including all defcriptions of mtvty 
and confequently amazingly productive, they tnight 
think it was too great a refource for ordinary occafions, 
and ought to be referved for fome very trying time, to 
operate as a grand ftroke in appalling the courage of 
hoftile nations, by /Convinci-ng them that our revenue 
may be incrcafed, both in thought, word, and deed. 
But whatever may be 'their reafons for keeping back 
an affair of this kind, I am convinced they are not ta 
be cenfured for any breach of confidence towards me* 
I therefore do not infinuate,' in the moit Aftant or 
indired^ manner, that Mr. Projeflor has availed him- 

^felf of a light of my plan in the Trea fury-office. I 
believe he would find that a very difficult matter, 

there being at leaft one more reafon than ordinary why 

1. 6 they 
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they would not kt hitn conSe at it. No, Sir ; on the 
contrary, I behold in h(m, as in niyfelf^ an unceafing, 
anxiety for the public good ; and this rauft of coorfe 
prefcnt to his mind every pollible fcheme that can tend 
to diminifh the burdens of the ftate, and render even 
our vices an objeC:\ of national advantage. Nothing 
is fo certain as that two perfons may hit upon the 
fame plan, although the law of priority can allign the 
merit only to one. Often, Sir, when I am convulfed 
with laughter at the wit of a modern comedy, and 
applaud the author for his humorous thrngs, it dif^ 
treifes me to think that his great-grandfathers laughed 
ai the fame jokes from the mouth of Joe Miller or Ben 
Jonfon. Often when thofe original repofitories, the 
Magazines, give us a fine piece of poetry, never before 
pubUJbedj I am vexed to find it in an old folio tn my 
library, embrowned by the oblivious duft of antiquity. 
But let all rivallhip between us ceafe. I propofed 
my tax to be in the torm of a licenfe, fubjedl to the 
excife laws ; and I propofed it in a time of peace» 
when fwearing and every other neceflary as well as 
luxury of hfe, bore a great price, and the people 
were as able to pay, as they were willing to incur the 
penalty ; and although 1 then conceived (with your 
correfpondent the Projector} that oaths amtcurftsJhouU' 
hi declared to be the property of the natioriy it was fug- 
gelted to me thai they were not precifely that fpecies 
of prcTperty which arifes from the beft efforts of our 
incfuiiry and genius ; and that^ in enumerating to a 
llranger the various fources of oar revenue, a real 
well-wiflier to his country might perhaps wifh to drop 
this new fpecies oi Jinling fund. But ©bjeftions to* 
great plans are endlefs* I am now convinced, that,, if 
my plan had been adopted^this property would have been 
coni)derabIy kffened, and perhaps fome evils, of which 
\^€ now complain^ might have been prevented: but 1^ 

that 
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that pafs. It is not the fubjeS of the prefcnt ktter to 
conficJer the Projedtor's plan in all its lights, or to 
revive my ov^rn. All I Ihall obferve is, that as manr 
has a natural tenden<?y to pay for his vices, Govern* 
nient would not do much ami fs by fiiperadding an ^r- 
tificiaiont. We all know, that, by a fixed law in our 
conftitution, when a man is wicked, it is ftldorn left 
entirely to his own generofity to determine what fhall 
be the price of his folly. 

But, Reverend Sir, the immediate objeik of thfg* 
letter is to offer yon fome con fiderat ions on one brancli 
of the fyftem of Equality, which has prevailed iivthis 
coiimry for many years, and long before the enigma- 
tical revolution of a neighbouring nation took place — * 
I mean an Equality in our vices and follies. 
Thefe are purfued by all mfen equally, without the 
fmalleft regard paid to rank, ()roperty^ or genius; 
We fee a pcafant as drunk as a hrd, a fhopkecper as 
road as a poety and an attorney's clerk as great an 
inhdel as an hiftorian. Now, Sir, to behold a dray» 
man as great as a lord,, merely by being as much out 
of his fenfes, is a circumltancc which inuft greatly 
affront the votaries of vice, and not greatly delight 
thofe of virtue* What, indeed, Sir, do we mean by 
rank and fortune, if they cannot command a mono* 
poly even of folly ? Where are thofe envied diflinc- 
tions which once feparated the weft from the eaft en4 
of the town, which placed impaffable barriers between 
the man of quality and the citizen^ if the latter cai^ 
be as wicked^ as foolifli^ and as lidicukDU^ as the 
former ? 

There was a time. Sir, in my remembrance, and 
perhaps in yours, when follies of rank and fortune 
were as incommunicable as tit)es> and as incapable 
of transfer as an entailed eflate, and when a gieat 
man's vices and his acres were handed down alike 
unimpaired to bis pofterity* It was in thofe happ:y 



3JO on THE EQT7ALIZATIOI9 OP FOLLIES AKD DISEASfff.^ 

days. Sir, that certain vices never appeared in public,. 
uniefs ^accompanied by circumftances of pomp and 
grandeur, A dignified lu/^re llione around themr 
which dazzled the eyes of the profane vulgar, and 
deprived them of all hopes of imitation. To be in 
debt, then, was a mark of diftin(Stion ; to fight a duel, 
was a fmgular proof of courage ; and to be intoxicated, 
was fo much the privilege of noblemen of a certain 
rank only, that for many centuries they had no rival in 
the proverb, except an imaginary animal called, for 
what reafon I know not, David's fjw. A lady tbeny, 
if (he gaye bufmefs to Dodtors' Commons, fell from a 
coronety not from a counter ; and, if fhe loft one title^ 
was in no danger of being mixed with the commoD 
herd for want of another. 

By what infatuation, by what feries of infatuations, 
has fo great a revolution been accomplifhed ? Why 
are our minds fo changed, that we now behold the fins 
of a tradefman with the fame fatisfadion as thofe of a 
man of rank; and that we give a common (hopkeeper 
credit for his vices, while we refufe it to his bills? 
How much is vice degraded, and folly debafed, by 
thus mixing with the lower orders of fociety ! Did 
people of fafhion, indeed, leave off a vice, as they do 
a cap or a bonnet, the moment it has reached Fleet 
Street, fomething might be faid, fame hopes enter- 
tained. But, alas ! the fquares and circufes are no 
longer the only fcenes of dignified dilIip»tio» and right 
honourable HcentiouTnefs. In every court and alley 
we hear of men who will promi£e> with the mott 
earneft purpofe of deceiving; who can lie with cool 
premeditation ; and who have even attempted to fight 
and intrigue for obje£ls. of no greater value than a 
proditute or a poney \ To fwch a pitch are matters 
brought, that we hnvt of card-purfes being produced 
in Shoreditcb, of ftrong fufpicions of female weaknefs 
in the Borough,, and of ailignaiions ia Gravel Lane ? 

It 
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It was but the other day I overheard a young fellow 
boafting that he had an affair of gallantry at Wapping ;. 
and I am confidently affured, that a lady who has long 
Sold fruit in 'Change Alley is determined on a feparate 
maintenance. 

Quid DOMINI facient aiident cum talk fures ? 

If aught can add to the mortification which we 
inuft feel on contemplating this new order 6f things. 
It is, that mankind in general feem to be infenfible to 
the confequences of it ; that they have foft all eftimate 
of the true value of iniquity ; and that they have for- 
got with what care it ought to be preferred from th^ 
contamination of vulgar hands, and with what re- 
putable fplendbur it appears when confined to men of 
rank and fortune. Tbey only can give a confequence 
to what they pracSife, and they only ought to be per- 
tnitted to pradlife the greater vices. They only ought 
to poflefs the principaF; and the lower orders ought 
t6 be content with fmall dividends of fin, as they ofteir 
are obliged to be with,fmal> parts of their bilh^ 

If a man of independent fortune maintains the laft 
fib he told by telling another, or juftifies the laft injury . 
he inflifted by dbubling it — by, for fnftance, adding 
murder to fedudion, or contempt to oppreffion, we 
do not wonder ; becaufe, rn foch cafes, he reports to 
the only means in his power for the vindication of his 
charafter* But, when a grocer talks of his honour^ 
and offers to dfaw a trigger inftead of a checl ; and,. 
for the payment of .his debts, trufts more to bullets 
than- to bank brils ; what fenfe of ridicufe is ftrong 
enough to exprefs the abfurdrty and impertinence of fuch 
an affeftation of fuperior privileges r If fuch a fellow: 
wifhes to vindicate his honour, is there not his count- 
ing-houfe, his banker's book ? Has he not Guildhall 
and the courts of law r Muft he talk of Montague 
Houfe, Hyde Park, and Keilfington Gravel-pits ? 
1 wiih ,not to be fcvere^ .Mr. Olivehranch ; but T> 
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•who was an unworthy pupil of the Old School, can- 
not view thefe things " in the calm lights of roifd 
philofophy." I cannot fee honour placed in the Foom 
of money by a fober citizen. I have not lived long 
enough to prefer big words and piftol-fhot, to a fair 
flatcment of accounts and a good dividend ; and I 
forefee the time coming, when, at the firft n.eeting of 
creditors, it will be neceifary to fearch the bankrupt 
for fire-arms. It has fared ill with the city, Mr, 
Olivehranch, fince tradefnitn began to fupport their 
trade by a leiTon from Brookes's, and to buttrefs their 
honour by a challenge. It is very forry employment 
for a man of buGnefs to be {hooting at a mark, when 
he ihould be driving a bargain ; and it is a bad fign^ 
when cards are the only traffic in which iie feems 
inclined to deal fairly. Will thefe novelties pleafe^ 
the public, fatisfy all demands, and procure a more 
fpeedy iflue of the certificate ? Will they not rather 
enrich the Newgate Calendar at the expenfe of the 
Gazette, and render a commilfion of bankruptcy aa 
indiSment for felony ? 

. But fuch, Sir, muft be the confequence of con- 
founding all difiindlions and ranks in iin and iniquiry. 
Why was it that thefe diftindlions were kept up for fo 
many centuries, unlefs that the "very nature of vice 
renders it an article of too great expenfe for the conv 
mon people? They cannot make a property of it^ 
carry it to market, and fix a price upon it. Even the 
Ten Commandments, few and firaple as they are, can- 
not be broken at a fmall expenfe ; whereas I do not 
believe that the ftrifteft obfcrvance of them will ever 
coft a man one farthing. Propofals bay^ been made 
for the repeal of them, hecaufe the expenfe attending 
the breaking of them has been conlidered as a tax. 
But, befides that the prefent is not the proper time to 
talk of repealing taxcs> I qucftion whether the legifla* 
ture have the power to repeal any laws that are not of 

their 
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their own making; and I ftill more doubt whether a. 
proper fubftitute could be found. I'hefc hints I throw 
out only by the by, Mr, Olivcbranch ; I have no in- 
clination to involve your paper in difcuffion on conftl- 
tutional points, efpecially as the only nation in which 
the above laws have been formally repealed, does not 
exhibit to us any very good and beneficial efFe£ls that 
have arifen, or are likely to arife therefrom. 

To return : — There is one confequence of this con- 
fufion of all diftinftions, which I mufl mention, as. 
affording no contemptible argument againft it; this is^ 
Sir, that it has introduced a confufion and £Q^aliza* 
TioN of DISEASES. Formerly the gout, dropfyjr 
fpleen, &c* were confined entirely to p^rfons of rank 
and fortune, becaufe they only could afford the meant 
by which fi^ch diforders are induced. A man. of rank 
ihen was eafily diftinguifhed from the vulgar by bis, 
tottering gait, or his pate and meagre counicxr&ncf ;. 
his lady, by her graceful palpitations and fentimtntal 
fpafms: the children fpoke the antiquity of their fa*. 
mily, and the purity of their blood, by a fa/hionable 
foftnefs of the bones, a delicate deficiency of appetite, 
and fomething noble in the rapid approaches of a con- 
fumption : but> alas! if we now look at the n^anel^ 
clalfes of fociety, how (irangely are things altered ! 
An eminent city phyfician alfures me, that thefe dif- 
orders are as common eaft of Temple Bar,. as they 
were formerly miraculous. He is frequently obliged 
to he content with a half-guinea fee for the gout, and 
i.s even induced to prefcribe ^rtf/Zi in nervous diforders. 
Thtf fpleen is epidemic in Thames Street ; and fpafms^ 
h'ive reached tire extremity of Whitechapel. Porters 
complain of the weakncfs of their ncives, and chair- 
men are not feklom afflicted with lownefs of fpirits* 
Not a fnug party at tea, but fome lady feels fomehow 
ihc don't know how; quuhns inteirupt the bufiiiefs of 
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the forenoon, and the ftomach, the offending party, is 
cha^ifed by ratafie. 

That men of magifterial dignity (houW complain of 
the gout and dropfy is not remarkable, becaufe the 
city chamber fupplies the means, and the rotundity of 
an alderman may be ftill an object of envy to a lord ; 
but that their wives fhould be fit fubjedls for trem- 
blings, palpitations, and the mod delicate and genteet' 
nervous fymptoms, is not eafily to be accounted for, 
unlefs from the caufes I have already afligncd. Truff 
it is, however, that the city has become of late years z 
very unhealthy place, and at certain feafons of the 
year great numbers of the inhabitants may be feen on 
the Kent road, like emigrants, feektng a place of 
fafety. ' 

I have mentioned the nerves. This I take to be a 
modern invention, like Caflino, and other faihionable 
-games, which foon extend to the lower clafles of 
people. Our forefathers either had no nerves, or they 
lay dormaift in the body, without being applied to any 
valuable purpofc. At prefent the ufes of nerves are 
many. They afford ao excufe for leaving a company 
fuddenly, or'for acquiring the honourable diftin£lion- 
cJf a neat fainting fit. They are eminently ufefiil ia 
fupporting the reputation of a tragic adlrefs, or in 
giving an air of amiable diffidence to a young orator. 
In novels, they heighten the cataftrophe ; and in plead- 
ings, they fupply the place of argument. Were thefe^ 
and other efFe6ls which I might mention, confined ta 
perfons of fafhion who firft invented nervous diforders^ 
the faculty only would have had reafon to complain. 

Having now, Mr. Olivebranch,' explained what 
occurs to me on this fubjeft, I ought to propofe a 
remedy for this univerfal anarchy of vices and follies; 
but I am diffident of its fuc,cefs, and (hall confine my- 
felf to a brief outline. I wo*ild humbly propofe, that 
none but perfons of a certain rank and property (hall, 

ia 
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in all time coming, be allowed to pra61i(e the greater 
vices. The firft diificulty in this fcheme is to afcertain 
the quantum of this property, which is to ferve as a 
qualification. It is not eafy. Sir, to bring order out 
of confufion. Many perfons will think thcmfelves 
infuhed by being excluded, whatever qualification we 
fix upon ; and fome citizens, I am very fenfrble, 
cnight think their credit endangered j for, in popular 
opinion, appearances have great weight. £)e appa^ 
rentibus et extjientibus eadem eji ratio. Talking lately 
on this fubjedi with a friend, I propofed the ufual 
qualifications of a fenator. My friend, who has long 
iiiled a feat in this great aflembly of the nation, was 
not pleafed with this, and aifured me that the fum was* 
too fmall. <* A man," added he, ** may make a very- 
good member of Parliament, ;^nd yet make a very 
forry figure as a fcoundrel." The remark filenced 
me, and I give it to you as I received it. 

On the other hand, forty, thirty, or even twenty, 
thoufand pounds of yearly income are fums too large ;. 
and fnch a regulation would coop up iniquity in a vcty 
narrow compafs : at the fame time we know that 
three or four thoufands per annum is a fum rarely fuiB* 
clent for the career of a lottery-office keeper. What 
middle fum, therefore, may be proper, I leave to be 
determined by fome fpirited legiflator, who may think 
it worth his while to adopt my plan, and who perhaps 
may be better able to talk on this part of it. Let me 
repeat, that juftice requires, that only men of property 
ought to be permitted to aft.foolifiily and vicioufly> 
bccanfe a great part of mankind have agreed not to be 
offended with the vices of their fuperiors, but, on the 
contrary, to flatter and to feed them in every pofTible 
way. 

Wit and genius arc fo much admired in men of 
fortune, that a very fcanty portion of either is found to 
go a prodigious way in raifing the charader. AU 
thpugh no enthufiaflic admirer of fott^vivx^ \xx^^^^«> ^ 
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muft confefs that a good thing has grieat weight frotri 
the mouth of a man worth five thoufand a year. I re- 
member once to have been entertained with the bon mats 
of one of one thoufand, but I lod all opinion of them 
when I was told that this was only an annuity. What 
can a man fave out of an annuity to make him witty 
after his death? From a parity of reafoning it- is,, 
that we call a drunken (hopkeeper an idle blackguard^ 

while a baronet is a d d fine fclhw when his fenfes 

are gone ; that we reprobate thofe who play deep with 
dirty cards, but entertain a refpeft for thofe who never 
play twice with the fame pack ; and that we conftgn % 
petty tradefman to gaol for a debt, but value the maa 
of rank from the number of his creditors. 

One remark more I have to trouble you with. 
Should my plan be adopted, it might be worthy of 
confideration, whether, in order to feparate plebei&a 
from patrician fms, we fhould not alter the form of 
our oaths and obligatory ceremonies. I (hall inftance 
only one — the ceremony of marriage. It appears to 
be very ridiculous to expeS, that a man who marries 
for money will be as ftriftly bound, by this ceremony 
as he who marries for love. A new form is certainly 
wanting for perfons of diftin£lion. The words, //// 
death do us part, if they have any meaning at all, imply 
that one, at leaft, of the parties intends to depart this 
life in four or five weeks. As to the whole train of 
promifes, to have and to holdy love and cherijh^ &c. 
they remind me of the oath of allegiance, by which a 
man fwears not to bring in the old Pretender, the 
young Pretender, or any of his family, and are pretty 
nearly as obfolete. 

To conclude : If perfons of rank and diftin£lion 
feel their honour in any degree touched by this trefpafs 
of the vulgar upon their property of vices and follies, 
and if they can no m^re preferve an exclufive right to 
a folly than they can the pattern of a drefs, my advice 

is, 
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iSy to refolve at once to renounce and abjure all fuch 
pradifces as tend to level the moil dignified with the 
ineaneft of nnankind. They will then regain that 
9e[peA which ran4c, and property, and wealth, can at 
ail times command, by being employed to countenance 
virtue, to banifli oppreflion, and to prote& merit ; and 
thofe of the lower clafles will foon learn by experience, 
if precept (hould be negledled, that nothing is fo con- 
temptible as a rival £hip in wickednefs, and nothing 
fo meritorious as to add, by individual example, to 
that aggregate of virtue and induftry, which alone can 
preferve thofe bleflings of which neighbouring nations 
are unhappily deprived. 

i am* Reverend Sir, 

Your xnoft obedient fervaht, 

C. 
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[From the Oracle] 
SIR, 

•f AM a blackfmitb, and rcfide in 'the city, where I 
^ have by indnftry acquired a handfome fortune. On 
the oppofite fide of the ftreet i$ a church, over the 
gate of which is curioufly carvod, and admirably exe« 
cuted, the awful fcene of the refurreSion and laft 
judgment. The enemy of man forms a very promi- 
nent 'figure in this piece, and is reprefented defcending 
with great velocity to feize upon his prey. As this 
carving is held in high eftimatjon in our parifh, every 
churchwarden^ on ooming into ofBce, vies with his 
predeceflbrs in ornamenting it. The painter is fure of 
an annual job, and the tafte of the pariih officer is 
exhibited in the colour of tjie dsemon^ coat : one year 
we behold hkn attired in green, the next in dark 
bro wn« Somistioiefi he wears muddy white, and at other 
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times he is clad in copper ; but, Sir, this year a very 
orthodox officer has been chofen, and, in purfiiance of 
annual cudom, his iird a£l was to array the devil. 
This gentleman gave Satan a black coat, to the very 
great mortification of my workmen, who certainly arc 
not well verfed in biblical learning : one of them, more 
fluent than his companions^ and a little <better read, 
contended that it was highly indecorous to give his 
Satanic majedy a fuit of black. *^ I have fome no- 
tion," continued he, '^ all this is intended as an infult 
to our trade." — " Damn me," replied a young man, 
who is my apprentice, and nearly out of his time, a 
fellow of high fpirit, " if I thought fo, if I would not 
break the devil into a thoufand pieces." A general 
confultation was held upon this fubjed ; and as my 
men have an idea that they never examine a point half 
fo well as over the bottle, a pint of gin was ordered, j 
a regular debate enfued, and the ayes were for demo- 
liihing the devil. ' Fortunately for the arts, I happened 
to make my appearance when the council was about 
to depute a member to deftroy the daemon. Surprifcd 
at the clamour^ the violence, and the irritability of 
the men, I inquired the caufe, and was inftantly in- 
formed ; I remonftrated ; but was charged with apathy 
— I was not fo -tenacious of the honour of the trade as 
I ought to be — Did I fuppofe they would fuffer 
liich an infult. to pafs unpunifhed } I found my au« 
thority on this occafion fubvertcd, and my (hop in a 
complete Hate of infurredion — I temporized — ordered 
more gin — reafoned over it, and told the men it would 
be but fair to demand an explanation. As they pro- 
ceeded to violence, I offered to procure them one, and 
promifed, if it ihould be withheld, that I fhould lead 
them chyfelf on to the charge. This notion was ap- 
proved, and I was accordingly deputed to wait on the 
churchwarden, who, I need not inform you, was in 
a precious quandary on hearing of the danger in which 

his 
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tis" orthodoxy had involved the favonrite carving. 
** What muft vee do V* faid h€, in an agony of terror : 
** thefe Goths are probably now venting their rage on 
this mafterpiece of art, and my reputation will be for 
trver ruined in the parifh/' I afliired him there was no 
immediate danger, and thought if he were to aflure the 
men he intended them no infult, ever)^ thing would go 
right. My advice was attended to ; the churchwarden 
was too fincere an admirer of the carving, to ncgleft 
taking every ftep which might tend to proteft it from 
injury. He called at my fhop, and was received by 
tlic men with ruftic dignity. An apology was expeSed, 
nor would they notice him till it was made. Hap- 
pily for the pariih, its officer is a man of gentlemanly 
manners ; he treated the men with ftudied refpedl, 
but at the fame time with fo much candour and open- 
nefs, as to remove from their minds every unfavourable 
impreflion. He aflured the men he infended them no 
infult, and that if they would have the goodnefs to 
point Gjjt to him what colour they thought the daemon 
ought to be, it fliould be given him. As this was a 
point which deferyed confideration, an anfwer could 
not be immediately returned ; but at the fame time 
they acknowledged themfelves perfeflly fatisfied with 
his apology. A variety of opinions were urged upon this 
fpeculative fubjedt; fome were inclined to think his 
colour was that of red-hot iron ; fome faid they heard 
their grandnjothers^ who faw the devil, fay his colour 
was a garter blue ; others reje£ted thefe opinions, ^nd 
infifted it was purple, becaufe the whore of Babylon is 
faid in the Bible to te of that colour. The difpute began 
to grow warm without indicating a fpcedy concliifion. 
The churchwarden, who was prefent, but had not fuffi- 
cient tafte to admire fo learned a debate^ fuggefted to the 
difputants the propriety o£ confulting the parfon of the 
parifti, whofe learning, ingenuity, and talents, wfcre 
indifputable, who had appropriated much of his ti:me 



240 ADVICE TO TAPSTERS IN GENERAL. 

to this fubjeS, and, confequently, muft have a more I 
<li(linct idea of the daemon than he or they could have. ' 
It was accordingly agreed to refer it to the divine, and 
a deputation was appointed to accompany the premier 
of the pariih to his houfe. Our parfon, who is a man , 
of humour, foon recovered from the furprife of fuch a j' 
yifit. He told the party, with afFefled gravity, that the - 
learned in every country were of opinion, that the co- (' 
lour of the prince of darknefs was that of bronze. — ; 
** Be fo good, Sir," faid the men, ** as to write that 
fame word down ; we never heard it before, and he"^ cer- 
tainly muft be of that colour/* Having at laft agreed 
on this ferious point, the painter received th© neceffary 
inftruSions, who, to the great admiration of the (kilfiil 
in bronze, has painted the devil a light yellow ; my ; 
men are, however, perfedly fatisfied, and whenever » 
they fee any thing of this colour, they fay that this is 
ijronze. For my own part, I think my exertions to 
preferve uninjured our parochial favourite, deferve the- j 
commendation of every artift and ©f every admirer of 
the arts. I am, Sir, 

Yours, &c« 

Vulcan. 



ADVICE TO TAPSTERS IN GENERAL. 

[From the True Briton.] 

XT'E tapfters who 're wont to draw porter or ale, 
-*" And would probably wifli to draw more, 
You may hear of a plan from a very fliort tale. 
Which 'tis likely you ne'er heard before. 

Giles Trick' em an hoftler the world did begin, 
ITill, on ftrcngih of each travellcr'^s bounty, 

He fet up a pot houfe, and there he laid in, 
I think, the word ale in the county. 



G/7«'s 
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G//«'s maxim was this — " If his profits were great, 
The fooner he *d tafte the world's pleafures ;*' 

And hence — like feme other wife men iii the ftate — 
He would oftentimes deal in " kal/mea/urts,^' 

To a cuftomer once, as converfing tliey flood, 

Giles bragg'd (for he always would (peak 
Of his trade in the ha ndfomeft terms that he could) 

That he drew his three hoglheads a week. 

" That *s a vafl deal indeed,'* quoth the other ; " yet ftill. 

As vou don't feem a man to mind trouble, 
I 'm certain of this — that you may, if you will, 

Draw nearly that quantity double." 

" I fuppofe," replied Gi/es, with a wink of his eye, 

" That you mean me to mix certain drugs 
To make people drink.*'*— " Why, no, truly not I; 

What 1 meant was by filling your mugs," 



THE ART OF BOTHERING, 

[From the Morning Poft] 
MR. EDITOR, 

AS it too frequently happens, that, by an over- zeal 

to give minute dirediions, we bewilder thofe who 

cxcLiitc our commiflions, I enclofe you a curious order, 

verbatim^ as it was fent to a tradefman by a farmer's 

wife, for a fear let cardinal. 

''Sir, 
*' If you pleafe to fend me a fcarlet cardinaJy let it 
be full yard long, and let it be full, it is for a large 
woman, they tell me I may have a large one and a 
handfome one for eleven (hillings, I llrould not be 
willing to give more than twelve, but if you' have any 
as long, either duffel or cloth, if it is cheaper I (hould 
like to have it, for [ am not to gi,ve more than twelve 
(hillings, I beg you. Sir,* to be fo good-as not to fail 
me this cardinal on Wednefday, without fail, let it be 

VOL, III. M - ' 
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full yard long, I beg, ot elfe it will not do, fail not 
on Wednefday, and by fo doing you will oblige 

'«M. WlNNS. 

** p. S. I hope you will charge your loweft price, 
and if you pleafe not to fend me a duffel one, but 
cloth, full yard long and full, and pleafe to fend it to 
Mr, Field's, the waterman, who comes to the Bee- 
hive at Queenhithe, pray don't fend me a dufit;! one» 
but cloth, I have altered mv mind, I fliould not like 
it duffel but doth, let it be full yard long and let it be 
cloth, and not more than twelve (hillings at mod, one 
of the cheapeft you have and full yard long, fend two, 
both of a length, and both large ones, full yard long, 
both of a price, they be both for one woman, they 
mud be exadly alike, for goodnefs and price, fail them 
not on Wednefday, and full yard long." 



THE LITTLE LYCEUM*. 

[From a French Paper.] 

A QUESTION was fubmitted by Zamaida to the 
■^^ female club, refpefting the neceflary reform in 
the article of hujbands. After fome difcuflion it was 
* decreed as a principle, that the labours of the club 
ibould be (!ire<i^ed to form a conjugal conjiituiion^ pre- 
ceded by a declaration of the rights of woman. 
. In this matrimonial charter, the true fenfe fhall be 
defined of the w6rd " authority,'* and its due limits 
(hall be fettled. 

^There (hall be an equality of rights in every thing 
relating to pleafures, balls, play, and fele£l fnpptr 
parties* There (hall be the fame reciprocal liberty^ as 



• This fally, which is literally taken from Amides Lotx^ is evident- 
ly ^fneani as a pleafant burlefque on the antiquated appellation<t, and 
phrafes without meaning, introduced into the leccnt olio which the 
4dthi Suyes is pleafcd to call a coniiitution. 

to 
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to the important article of drefs. The hofbands 
(hall be pcrraiited to feek for their coftume on medals 
of 2000 years old— on thofe of Titus or Caracalla. 
It fhall be equally permitted to the females to borrow 
their drelfes from the prieftefles of Fenus or Cybe/e, 
from Iphigenia or Cleopatra. 

The article of the finances of the houfehold (hall 
be an obje£l of particular attention , confidering that 
the majority of wives are as ill treated in this refpedt 
as the public annuitants were during the currency of 
paper nnoney. 

It appears, that, for the profperity of commerce, 
the freedom of tajie^ of mckies, and of the toilette^ 
ihould be as unbounded as \\vc freedom of opinion. 

It is alfo recommended to the conjiituent body to 
fiame a chapter, well provided with penal claufes, 
to prevent the ufurpations oi jealous hujbands. 

As all perfons are interefted in perfe£lioning thelc 
new bafes of the conjugal connexion^ they are invited^ 
in the fairer part of the human race, to render public 
the refiilt of their refleftions on this fubjeS, 

It was alfo agreed, that this new Family Conjiitu- 
tlon, when completed, (hall be tranflated into all 
languages, in vcrfe and profe ; and that its funda- 
mental msxims may be turned into fo>tgs^ as being 
more fuited to the retention oi y$ung ladies / 

This code, however, it is feared, will meet with 
fome difficulty, when it is prefented for the acceptation 
of the kujbands. 
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ODE ON MODERATION, 

I 

t 

BY PETER PINDAR. 

" COME folks are mad, and do not know it/* 

^ Says/ome one — I forget the poet ; 

And' verily the "bard was in the right :— 
Wild as a puppy chafing butterflies,* 
The world hunts Tranfport with keen nofe and eyes-— 

Deceitful lafs, who^ften proves a bite ! 

The calm, cool, philofophic hour. 

The purling brook, the woodbine bowV, 

The grove's, the valley's -fwect and fimple fong j 
Morn's virgin blufli and Evening's fetting ray. 
On more than half the world are thrown away^ 

Whofe joys muft like a whirlwind pour along. 

Calmly let me begin and end Life's chapter, 
Ne'er panting for a hurricane of rapture ; 

Calm let me walk — not riotous and jumping; 
With due decorum let my heart 
Perform a fober, quiet pare — 

Not at the ribs be ever bumping, bum; ing ! 
Rapture 's a charter, often breaks his girt — 
Runs off, and flings his rider in rh>5 dirt. 

'Lo, when for Gretna Green the couple ftart, 

Love piays his gambols through each throbbing heart : — 

Squeezing and hugging, killing, on they go; 
Wild* frcm Uie chaife they poke their heads to John — 
" Make hade, dear John; drive on, drive on, drive on^ 

Lord, Lord— your horfes are fo very flow !'* 
.And whilft for Gretna Green each turtle flohs. 
The Blackfmith * feems an angel in their eyes ! 

But when this Blackfmith has pcrform'd Z/Vpart, 
Pofll'flion quells the tumults of the heart : 



* Alfo a divine, who gains a confiderable maintenance b\- making 
fliatrimonial chains as well as horleihoes. 

The 



k 



ODE TO THfi'OCE^N. ,445 



The he^rt w'nh foaming blifs no more boils over 
Now leifurely into the chaife they get; 
They afk no'john to drive, no horfe to fweat— 

No eyes* keen fparkle fliows the burning lover ! 

No Rifles 'midft the jolting road they fnap ; 

Caelia now takes a comfortable nap ; 

Down on her cheeks her locks difhevell'd flow — 

Not vaftly fmooth, but much like locks of hay ; 
Her cap, not much refemblijig Alpine fuow, 

Shook from the rolling, wearied head away ! 
T\ityouth too, with his noddle on his breaft, 

His hair all carelefs, much in hay-like trim ; 
As though fweet VVedlock's joys had loft their zeft, 

As though a dull indiff^'rence damn*d the whim, 
With mouth half (hut, that heavy feems to fay — - 
" The devil take the Blackfraith, and the day 
That tied me to that trollop, now my wife, 
Juft like a jack-afs to a poft — {ox life V^ 
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ODE TO THE OCEAN. 

BY SIMPKIN SLENDERWIT, ESQ^ 
[From the Morning Herald.] 

OCEAN ! thou guardian and friend to mankind, 
To the beft of thyjfayours hpy^ many are blind ! 
The merchant^ who cares but to live like himfelf, 
Extols thee for floating home coffers of pelf; 
The alderman pours out his thanks to his God, 
Who ftock'd thee with falmon, and turbot, and cod ! 
Thtfcholar^ who knows not the bleflings of home, "% 

Sings thy waves fo tranfporting, which wafthim from home, > 
And fhow him old Peloponnefus at Rome I J 

Which led him to climes fam'd for Pomh^s and Neroes^ 
And bring him to plains trod by confuls and heroes. 
W^hile philofopkers^ poring from midnight till noon. 
Make us ftare with their tales of a jig to the moon \ 
But I thy wayes honour with }uft veneration, 
For diff^ufing fuch good o*er the whole of this nation. 
In infancy thou, while wc ftruggle and fquail, ' 

Driv'ft off fcrofula, rickets, and weaknels, and all : 

M3 'T>.^ 
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'Tis thou giv'ft to Jacky and.Sufan — fweet pair. 

The bleffing they *ve languifh'd fo long for — aii ^etr / 

Keturninglrom thee with thy bounties elate, J 

Sue brings home a boy to retain tlie eilate ! 

' r is thou giv'ft the rnic^ weak with revels and pain. 

To pick up his crumbs, and go to it again ; 

'Tib thou giv'ft the demi-rep, flave to difcafe, 

Again to recover her talent to pleafe; 

' r is the virtue fupreme of thy Catholic wave, - 

That fo many poor mortals each fummcrdoth fave, 

That reicues their lives from the grave and from cnitclics, 

Jf it wad) but a l^eggat^ a duke^ or a Hut chefs ! - 

Then, oh ! may thy waters, for ages yet longer, 

Continue this nation to cleanfe and make ilronger, 

jVJay they waih off decrepitude, lengthen our lives, 

And faften the knot *twixt our hufbands and wives ; 

Grant them conjugal biifs, fuch as fent from above. 

And give them each year a fweet pledge of their love; 

Make us potent in council, and wife in debate, 

To keep off our enemies for from the ftate ! 

And oh I may thy- borders each fummer dUplay 

A group thus harmonious, lively, and gay, 

Where unanimous alf, there 's no ftruggle or ftrife, 

But to thr&m arwa^ M0N£Y and treafure up ].i^b» 



REPUBLICAN ARITHMETIC ; 

OR, TELEGRAPHIC DECEPTION: A SOKG. 
[From the True Briton.] 

** TyHAT news?" faid John Bull to a croaker. *< Alack, 

'^ Sad news from Helvetia, they fay ; 
Thirty thoufand men di{h*d by the French 'in a crack. 

And the reft with Suworrow at bay/* 
** Pray, how did this come?" — "Why, by papers from France, 

And their Telegraph brought the account." 
^ That it all is a hum then there is a great chance. 

For you know how republicans coutit, 
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" If with the allies a flight flcirmifli takes place, 

Why they quick their arithmetic roufe, and 
If a Ruffian or two get a fcratch in the face, 

They tell us they Ve done for a thoufand : 
Quick to PaHs tl:e' news of fo great an event 

The Telegraph brings in dumb miffion;^ 
As the_ people can't tell by. its figns what is meant, 

The Dirtd^ory teach 'em addition, . 

<* When a battle is fought, and the Eagles fucceed 

Mod completely in threfhing the'Frog, 
Though ten thousand men of their army iliould bleed," 

They again their m7Mw^//V jog; 
They allow they gave way, but 't was nothing at all, 

They loft but a hundred in aftion ; 
So deducing, in lofs, the great fun), leave a fmall. 

To prove they have iiMd\td fubtra^i<m. 

** And now that perhaps an advantage they 've gaui'd. 

Though trifling, compared to tlieir ftory, 
Unus'd to a viiflory truly obtaiii'd. 

Why, egad, they are all drunk with glory ; 
And when in that ftatc, man fees double w^ know, 

And 't is fo perhaps with the Great Nation, 
That the number they *ve taken, or killM of their foCf 

They give us by multiplicatim* 

*' And if to their forrow their armies are beat. 

Though Vi(5tory baffles their caufe. 
Though confufion and flight prove- their conqueft complete, 

Yet ftill at the truth they will paufe ; 
Though the action was hard, 't was a drawn battle ftill ; 

All yielding they hold in deriftou ; 
For though they are routed by courage and (kill, 

Yet thc-y balance the day by dlvijion. 

*' Before we can well to the nexf rule advance. 

Which Cocker lays down in rotation. 
We muft take off two kings^ and leave but one to France, 

That *s the beft golden rule of a nation ; 
And as for the next, they inftrud us at fchool, 

Our foldiers and tars, when they reach 'em. 
Will prove that to conquer with truth is a- rule 

In /ira^ice they ever will teach 'era.** 

M4, fiLTl. 



( 248 ) 
FATE OF FRANCE. 

/imitated from HORACE, BOOK I. ODE XV» 
Pajlor quam traheret per freta navibus, 
[From the fame] 

I. 

■^X/^HpN Gallia's haughty rulers fent 

The leader of their rebel hoft, 
New plagues, in Freedom's garb, to vent 

On Egypt's defolated coall, 
Old Neptune from his oozy bed 
Rais'd.high his ftorm-difperfing head, 
And tlius in accents clear and ftrong, 
To Gallia's future fate he rais'd ihe facred fong : 

II. 

" Forbear ! forbear ! ill-fated France, 
To fend forth your devoted crew ; 
Where'er your timorous fleets'advance, 
, England's are eager to purfue. 
And lo ! (he tracks th' intended guile 
Even to the,(l)ores of diftant Nile; 
They mec-t-^I fee the midnight flame, 
Glory and pride to her, to thee defeat and fliame. 

III. 
** Alas I what toils, thy ills to crown, % 

Futurity's dark fliades conceal ! ' 

Crimes that (liall draw due vengeance down 

From Heaven — Fate haflens to reveal. 
To m^hty Emperors draw the fword ; 
Whole nations, to their God reftor'd, 
Blefs the firm phalanx — ^join the band, 
And fear and civil difcord maddtn round thy land. " 

IV. 

" In vain on Fortune's airy car, 

A while upborn thy dreamers fly ; 
Thy youth ru(h eager to the war. 

And, idly impious, threat the (ky. 

In 
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In vain — for foon thy bands fliall feel 

The conquering force of Aufirian fteel ; 
Again the peafant, gaily free, 
Shall fport beneath thy ihades, delightful Italy ! 

V. 
** See Charles, of long Imperial race ! 

Suworrow, hardy Ruifia's boaft ! 
Whofe veteran brows frefli laurels grace. 

Which thrive beneath his age's froft : 
His bands thy fated land overwhelm, 
While riding on my fpacious realm, 
Thee fcorning, and thy fuhjed Spain^ 
Britannia foars aloft the emprefs of the main. 

VI. 

" Though Fraud and wavering Subtlety 

Awhile may feem to prop thy Hate, 
Nought (hall avert the fix'd decree, 

And (hield thee from the (hafts of Fate. 
Even now fell Difcord-binds thee low. 
Confederate Europe fpeeds the blow, 
To prove that France, in ruin huri'd, ' • 
Can only bv her fall give freedom to the world.*' 

S. 



A FAREWELt TO AMBITION.. 

IMITATED PROM HORACE, ODE I. BOOK IV. 

Intermijfa Verms dtu^ rurfus bella moves. 

[From the fame.] 

A GAIN, rcftlefs.Goddefs! attack me again? 
'^^ Say whence the new pangs of my bread ? 
Ah 1 fpare my confufion, ah ! pity my paiA, ' 
And leave nie to filence and reft. 

Alas ! now no longer in jolly condition, 

With North, my old rival, I fit; 
Where, bankrupts apart, by a joint coalition. 

We conquered the forces of P — t. 

M s Coniidcr., 
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350 A PARSWfLL TO AMBlTfOK. 

I 

Confider, great Qjicen, I approach to threefcore ; ] 

Then check your iniidious advances : 
Your favours on B-df — d or Sh-r— n pour, " 

Or the hot-headed youngfter, Sir F— s. 

Thee H — 11 — d admires, yet of Loughborough fad, 

With T— r— y, the anti- feceder ; 
And Ego, the valiant, half merry, half mad. 

Of club politicians the leader. 

His foul fympthetic (hall hail thy bright form ; 

Then, Goadefs, to Hampflead repair ; 
The petulant Pleader will brave the nidc florm. 

And joyfully welcome you there. 

Thy grim-vifag'd buft fliall be lifted en haut 

Bjr him and his ^ merry men all ;'* 
While the old-ia(hion'd portraits of Juftice and Co. 

Shan vanifl] poft-haile from Guildhall. 

Then the haip and the fiddle, the drum and the fife, 

Shall echo fymphonious to thee ; 
And patriots exclaim, free from forrow and (Irife, 
, ** Ca ira, Ma-mode de Paris." 

But the froft of my bofom no rebel debate. 

Nor Bacchus nor Venus, can thaw ; / 
Hemote from the buille, I ponder the (late 

Of the *• worft times that £nghind e'er (aw. *• 

A^n, re(Hefs Goddefs ! I feel thee again ; 

Why flows down my cheek the (alt tear ? 
I hug thy tall (hadow, it laughs at my pain. 

And vani(hes ere I draw near. 

From the Hovfe to the Treas'ry it leads me a dancr,* 

At St. Anne's plays me many a trick ; 
Conducts me to Maidfione, to Ireland, to France, ^ 

The Shakefpcare, defpair, and— ^OU Nick. 
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THE BRITISH STRIPLING'S WAR SONG. 

£From the Morning Poft.] 

"VT ES, noble old warrior !• this lieart has beat high, 
^ bince you told of the dcedi which our countrymen 

wrought ; 
Oh ! lend me the fabre that hung by thy thigh, 
And I, too, will fighi as my forefathers fought. 

Defpife not my youth, for my fpirit is (leePd, x 

And I know there is ftrength in the grafp of my hand ; 

Yea, as firm as thyfelf would T march to the field, 
And as proudly would die for my dear native land. 

In the fports of my childhood I mimick'd the fight, 
The found of the trumpet fufpended my breath, 

And my fancy ftill wander'd by day and by night, 
Amid battle, and tumult, and conqueft, and death. 

My own (liout of onfet, when th' armies advance. 
How oft it awakes me from vifions of glory ; 

When I meant to have leapt on the Hero of France, ' 

And have dafli'd him to earth, pale and breathlefs, smd gory. 

As latethrough the «ty, with banners all dreaming, 
To the mufic of trumpets the warriors flew by, 

With helmet'and cimetar naked and gleaming, 
On the proud trampling^thuiider-l^of 'd fteeds did they fly. 

1 fped to yon heath that is lonely and bare. 

For each nerve was unquiet, each pulfe in atarttr, 

And hurl*d my mock lance through the objefllefi air. 
And in epen-ey'd dream prov'd the ftrength of my arm. 

Yes^ noble old warrior ! this heart lias beat high. 
Since you told of the deeds that our countrymen Wrought : 

Oh 1 lend me the fabre that hung by thy thigh, 
And I, too, wiil fight as tty forefathers toaght. 
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ADAMS AND LIBERTY. 

THE BOSTON PATRIOTIC SONG. 

W&ITTkN BY THOMAS PAINE, A.M. 

[From a New Yoik Paper ] 

Tune — ** To Anacreon in Heaven,^ 

XTE fons of Columbia, who bravely have fought 
-^ For thofe rights which unftaiu'd from your fires had 

defcended, 
May you long taftc the bleflings your valour has bought. 
And your fons reap the foil which their fathers derended ! 
'Mid the reign of mild peace, 
May your nation increafe, 
With the glory of Rome,.and the wifdom of Greece t 

CHORUS. 

And no fon of Columbia fhall e'er be a (lave, 
While the earth bears a plant, or the fea rolls a wave. 

In a clime, whofe rich vales it^A the marts of the world, 

Whofe fhores are unfiiaken by Europe's commotion. 
The trident of commerce Ihould never be hurl*d, 
To incenfe the legitimate pow'rs of the ocean. 
But fhould pirates invade, 
Though in thunder array 'd, 
Let your cannon declare theyJw charter of trade / 

For no fon of Columbia (hall e'er be a flavc, 

While the earth bears a plant, or the fea rolls a wave. 

Thitfame of our arms — of our lavji the mild fway, ' 

Had juftly ennobled our nation in ftory, ^ 
Till the dark cloud o{ fa^ion obfcur'd our young day. 
And envelop'd the fun of American gbry. 
But let traitors be told, 
Who their country hzvejold^ 
And bartered their God for his image in gold. 

That no fon of Columbia fiiall e'er be a flave, - 
While the earth bears a plant, or the fea rolls a wave. 

While 
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While France her huge limbs bathes recumbent in blood. 

And Society's ia/e threats with wide diflblution ; • 
May Peaccy like the iiove who return^ from the flood. 
Find an ark of abode in our mild confiitutim. 
But though ^flf^ is our aim, 
Yet the boon we difclaim, 
If bought by out fov^retgnty^ juftice^ or fame. 

For no fon of Cohimbia Ihall e'er be a flave. 

While the earth bears a plant, or the Tea rolls a wave. 

*T is the^^ of \k\t flint each American warms, 

Let Rome's haughty vidl:ors beware of coUifion ; 
Let them bring all the vaffals of Europe in arms, 
We 're a wor/^ by our/elves^ and difdain a divifion : 
While with patriot pride, 
To our laws we're allied. 
No foe can fubdue us, no faOion divide ; 

For no fon of Columbia Qiall e'er be a flave, 
While the earth bears a plant, or the fea rolls a wave. 

Our mountains are crown'd with imperial oai ; 

Whofe roofs, like ouvJlherties^ ages have nourifli'd ; 
But long ere our nation fubmits to ihtyoke^ 

Not a tree Ihall be left on the field where it fiourifli^d. 
Should invafion impend, 
Bvery grove would defcend, 
From tlie hi 11 -tops they fliaded, our fliores to defend ; 

For no fon of Columbia fliall e'er be a flave. 

While the earth bears a plant, or the fea r6llsa wave. . 

Let our patriots dcftroy Anarch\ peftilent worm ; 

Left our liberty* s growth fliould be chcck'd by corroflon ; 
Then let clouds thicken round us-^-we heed aot thtftorm; 
Our realm fears nojhcck but the earth's own explojion. 
Foes aflail us in vain, 
Though /their fleets bridge the main. 
For our altars and laws with our lives we '11 maintain. 

For no fon of . Columbia ffiall e'er be a flave. 

While the earth bears a plant, or the fea rolls a wave. 

Should 
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AGRICULTURAL REPORT -EXTRAORDINART. 

# 

£VS IN UEBE» 

[From the Morning Herald.] ' 

T^HE crops are in general on the increafe. Th^ 
have of late been diverted, for the greater part, of 
that brown appearance which gave them fo unpromijtng 
a look. They now feem to be much more wholejme 
and cleanly. 

The tares (commonly called /edtltous)^ in confe- 
quence of the ufe of fome newly-invented pruning 
2/7/j, were generally fjuppofed to have difappeared. 
Some of tkem, however, were lately feen in the N. E. 

Siuarter; but a few of the tops being taken down — 
rom the hint of the old Roman, who cut off the tops 
of the higheft poppies — the mifchief was of no long 
continuance. 

The \site /bearing feafon in the parifli of St. Stephen, 
it is generally fuppofed, when the calculations are 
iinifhed, will not turn out very produ6live. Some fay 
* that it will be found as wrong in point of tintCf as the 
toll propofed by the principal manager, was proved to 
be out of place. 

The harvejl in the eaftern diftrift is getting in but 
dully. The caufe adigned for this failure is the want 
of that yellow manure^ on which depended the quantity 
oi produce, — Some of the light- fingered labourers have 
contrived, however, to make their harveft tolerable ; 
but this, it mud be allowed, was owing to their fupe- 
rior indujlry. 

In the north-eaft quarter, and efpecially towards 
Spitalfieldsy there has been an abundant (how of lean 
cattle. 

In theweftern diftri£l, theplants of every kind look 

remarkably healthy, infomuch that the pulfe-Uce have 

" almoft fhrunk into nothing. — N. B. It is obfei'vable 

of 
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of this infe^f, that it always thrives leqfl in a healthy 
feafon ! 

The hops are rather in a ftate of decay. They have, 
in fa6l, not been much attended ta, in confequencc of 
fome rtots which have lately occurred in the hop" 
grounds. — Thfi Bow Street pickers have, however, been 
very fuccefsful. 

\ Clover is remarkably fcarce. Many of the middling 
order of catile, who formerly could live in clover^ 2ite^ 
reduced to food lefs nourifhing. 

The Haymarket has been wtWfuppliedf and well at^ , 
tended. 

The fliow of lulls^ at this advanced feafon, is by 
no means fulK Thofe of the Irijhhvecd have, in ge- 
neral, been driven to the different watering-places, to* 
(land for the different ^r/z^i held forth by the concourfe 
at thofe places. - 



LETTER FROM A GREAT PERSONAGE. 

[From the Morning Chronicle.] 
MR, EDITOR, . . 

A LTHOUGH good^naturc and forgivenefs are ' 
•^^ virtues peculiar to me, yet there are certain pro- 
vocations of which even 1 may complain without any 
violation of my charaflcr ; and I hope my.complaints 
will be uttered in the true fpirit of meeknefs. 

I have for many years lived in a retired and fome* 
what obfcure fituation. The world has attended but 
little to me. I have not of late been muchj^confulted 
by courts and fenates ; I have not lived among the 
great, and am under very few obligations to them^ 
This perhaps may be partly my own fault :•— I am not 
defirous of fuch favours as .they have to^beftow, and 
feel no inclination to fwell the number of their humble 
expeftants. Content with the few friends who ad- 
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hered to me in all my misfortunes whether good or bad, 
I have not been folicitous of the advantages either of 
rank or fortune. 

Prefumingt therefore^ on no occ^afion to interfere 
with public aiFairSi I expe<Sted I (hbuld have been al- 
lowed to go on in my old way, undifturbed b^ public 
notice. For fome years paft, however, I have been 
dragged forth without my confent, and in fa6l without 
my knowledge, as the author and advifer of plans in 
which I never had a hand, and which are notorioufly 
known to be adverfe to my very nature and principles. 
I am every day paragraphed in the papers as one who 
meddles with the affairs of every (late in Europe ; and 
no fcheme ever foabfurd, tmpradicable, or even cruel, 
is contrived, without the inventor boldly declaring that 
it is for my fake. 

Sir, I am tired of this impertinence ; and every 
friend who truly knows and refpeds me is heartily (ick 
at the liberties taken with my name. Where can it 
be found that /ever ordered a fword to be draw n^ to pro- 
pagate my intereft ? The thing is abfurd — a moft ridi- 
culous violation of the great charter by which I hold 
the property bequeathed to me. I am aftoniihed that 
there are men who can make fuch an affertion, and 
quote me as the authority for their ambition, or their 
wanton wade of human life. I am more adoniOied 
yet, that fuch is the decay of the thinking powers, tliat 
there are others who will believe all this, and who can 
look, without either contempt or ridicule, at the lingu- 
lar obje& of a profligate afluming my name and aSed- 
ing to contend for my interefts. 

I never, Sir, was defirous of political fame.-— Poli- 
tics have not Qf late year^ been much lo my tafte, and 
are too frequently adverfe to my principles. Why, 
therefore, fliould I be lugged in as the declared (for I 
am certain I am never the real) caufe of thofe abfurd 
confederacies and unnatural alliances which are every 

day 
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day couRmfled and every day tumble to pieces like a 
houfc of cards ? It is obvious to every one who knows 
me; that, if 1 had been confulted^ I muft in the very 
nature of things have given my opinion decidedly 
againlf them. Impoftors have in former times af- 
fumed my name and authorFty ; but I defy my word 
enemies to prove that I ever was the caufe of over- 
throwing monarchies, dividing kingdoms into pro- 
vinces, or fubverting republics. The weapons em« 
ployed in thofe fervtcs are not mine. Mine (where I 
allow any) are purely deftnfive : but the words offm/iv^ 
and defenjtve have lately been fo bewildered in a jargon 
of unmeaning rant, that I defpair of ever making them 
be underflood in their original fenfe. 

The confequence of involving my name in the affairs 
of the world is, that I am confidered both as the apology 
and the caufe of every mifckief that befalls mankind. 
It might feem ludicrous to defcend to particulars, yet , 
1 cannot help complaining a little when I am gravely 
told that it \^ forme that ftocks fall and taxes rife— ^ 
me that men undertake imprafiicable exneditions— ^/br 
fH^ that public credit is fliaken and VMHruptcies i(i- 
creafe. Pufli this abfurdity a little father, andyoa 
-will find that for my fake men wear powder in their 
hair, and that to prejerve me not a dog can bark with-> 
out an annual permiflion. 

The purpofe, therefore, of this letter is merely to 
fay, that, as I do not feel myfelf either honoured or 
benefited by the notice taken of me, I hope I may be 
permitted to remain in the retireme^jt I formerly en- 
joyed. My houfesy it is true, were not much vifited ; 
but fuch as came, came from a refped to me, and came 
conjiantlf. I am not proud of thofe vifitors who can 
come only once a year in fine red coats, and then think 
no more about me. My Minifters are the only perfons 
whom I enjoin to wear a uniform, but it is not of that 
colour a and I wi(h men to fix their btartt and nol 
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their bayonets when they 'approach my dwellings. How- 
ever, 1 do not, upon the whole, complain of thefe vifits 
as to the mode; I only wi(h they were repeated often 
enough to become a habit : but, as I have been W- 
fited once by many who never vifited me before, and 
are not likely to repeat the compliment, I leave you to 
judge what valqe I ought to put upon it. 

I hope, therefore, that after this declaration of my 
fentiments, no perfon will prefume to ufe my name 
without fome fmall acquaintance with the fubjefl, as it 
is impolTible I can take any concern in the affairs of Eu-^ 
rope without being properly confulted. 

Religion. 
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FOGS AND FUTURITY. 

[From the fame J 
MR. EDITOR, 

"^OU are cenfured in a Minifterial Paper of this day 
•* becaufe you lay evtn fogs at the door of the Mi- 
niflry, and blame them for ftorms and tempefts. I 
truft yan can acquit yourfelf of this charge — at leaft 
^ you cannot mean natural fogs. A little hazinejs of un- 
derftanding you may now and then prove, and a mijli' 
nejs of meafures, which neither themfelves nor any 
body elfe can fee through : but even this, I truft, you 
will now be inclined to give up. You can have no- 
thing to fay againft our great Financier on this fcore. 
A man who can fpy out a revenue at twelve years dij' 
tance* may laugh at Herfchel and his forty-feet 
telefcope. " The like was never done before," 
as the puppet-fliowmen fay, *^ and will furprife all 
the crowned heads of Europe." I prefume the next 

— - ■ ■ '■ ■ ■ — . ^_^____— - 

* Can this have any allufion to the renewal, by anticipation, of 
the Bank Charter ? Edi t. 

thing 
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thing he will io will be to cock his eye at the Magna 
Charta of Leadenhall Street, which will be out of print 
In lefs than twenty years, and it may he as well to 
prepare a new edition in time. There are other fnug 
things that may be expe<!ied xofttll In in the courfe of 
the next century, which, I prefume, will alfo come 
'within h\s purview. I cxpcSt everyday to hear that 
my friend Dr. Malkelyne has got orders to quit ; and 
that our Telefcopic Treafurer has removed the Tax 
OfEcc to Flamftead Huir the only fcope for genius de- 
termined to make ^/^f';ii/^v.fupp1y the deficiencies of 
ttme, 

I ami Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 
Saturday^ Nov. 9. Blinkum. 

P. S. It is none of the fmalleft advantages our Fi- 
' nancier has reaped from keeping Mr. D 's com- 
pany fo long, that the latter has accomplifhed him in 
that attribute of his countrymen, commonly called the 
fecond Jight ! 
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ixtercp:fted letters. 

[From the fame.] 
MR. EDITOR, 

T feeins to be generally acknowledged that fomc 
people have more cunning than others,^ and that 
feme people have too much cunning, and others too 
little; and I (hall not be far wrong, if to thefe faga- 
cious remarks I were to add that your very cunning 
people often defeat their own purpofes by yielding too 
halHIy to the impulfe of the moment. 

When I coniider the contents of the Letters which 
have been intercepted on their way from Egypt, and 
the importance of the information they convey, I con- 
fefs it ilrikcs me that we have outwitted ourfelves by 
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divulging to the enemy what it muft be obvioufly our 
intereft to have concealed. 

The diftrefles of the Army of Egypt are great. As 
a worihipper of Adminiftration, I am bound to rejoice 
in thofe dtftrefles ; I am bound to contemplate, with 
the mod pleafmg fatisfadlion the fword, or the famine, 
•qr the plague, which (hall devour /even thoujand more 

human" beings 1 beg pardon, I mean Frenchmen. 

I am bound to fill up the little interftices of my joy 
with calculating their agonies, and meafuring the varie- 
ties of pain which thefe fatal auxiliaries may inflid; 
lam bound to exult in the idea (for, alas! it is what 
I may not, perhaps, fee) of bags, and facks, and oU 
woolpacks filled with heads to decorate tlie walls ofthe 
Seraglio, and placed there in the mod beautiful order 
and forms. AH this, by the new religion, is to af- 
ford me joy and tranfport. But if we, ihie moment 
fuch profpefis are opened to our expedant eyes, the 
moment fo exquifite a pleafure feems to^be within our 
reach — if, I fay, we divulge the contejits of our letters 
to the enemy, do we not in(lru£l them to take fuch 
meafures as may defeat our hopes ? Surely, Sir, 
** our right hand has in this bufinefs forgot its cun- 
ning." What fignifies it that we intercept letters, if 
we divulge the contents to the parties for whom they 
were intended, and that almofl a<f foon as they would 
have received them by courfe of poft ? 

Now, Sir^ contemplate the reverfe — fuppofe the 
^onfulate ignorant of what is palling in Fgypt, and of 
courfe negledfnl of the army, what more natural than 
that they fhould all die by the hand of the enemy, or bf 
famine, or by plague ; or, (what is yet more delight- f 
ful !) that, irritated by their country's negleAi 
they fhould kill one another ; nay, who knows ?— 
perhaps eat one another ! O glorious profpe6l ! 
ravilhing thought ! And how bitter the difappQintmenU 

it 
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if we otirfelves, by this precipitate publication^ are 
xho caufe of it ! 

Yours, 

Anti-jacobin. 



HINTS FOR THE ECONOMY OF TIME, EX, 
PENSE, LEARNING, AND MORALITY. 

DESIGKED FOR THE CASE AND BENSFIT OF XJHE 

FASHIONABLE WOltLD. 

TIMB. 

I. 'VfO time to be expended on thought, as nothing 
^^ comes of it among men of fafliion. 
,2. The wear and tear of time by conftant ujfi to be 

avoided, as fo precious an article ought to be employed 

fparingly. 

3. Time often to be protrafled by long and weaii- 
fome lounges, by way of making the ni^ of it. 

4. When time is heavy with laflitnde, and dull 
with inoccupation, be tender of ufing it in this torpid 
and vapourifh condition, and endeavour to refrelh it by 
the flumbers of inanity. 

5. Make up your mind at once and irrevocably on 
every queftion : by thefe means you fave the time that 
would otherwife be loft in choofing, and need never 
aftt^r wafte a moment in hearing what another man has 
to fay. 

6. Avoid the acquifition of too many new ideas, 
which will demand confiderable time to arrange them- 
felves in your niinds. The fewer your ideas, the more 
fpcedily will your meafuQe$ be taken, and your refolu- 
tions formed; it being a much fhorter proccfs to deter- 
mine with two ideas than with half a fcore. 

7. Difpoftefs yourfelf as much as poflible of all 
feeling for other men ; for this is giving to others a 
claim upon your time ; and while you are fympa- 
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thizing with their fufFerings, they are dealing a march 
upon you. 

8. Rob other men of as much of their time as pof- 
fible, by way of faving your own. This is a golden 
rule^ and a mcfd ingenious economy. 

9. Study your own gratifications in every concern of 
life, and wafte no time in thinking of the facrifices you 
make to them, or of their confequences to other 
men, 

10. Let all your time be fpent upon yourfelf, and 
let your conftant admiration of your own perfeflions 
abforb all the praifc that is due from you to others. 

11. Fill up your time as much as poffible with plea- 
fures that exclude participation : on this account, the 
time fpent in decorating yourperfons, and in the plea- I 
fures of the table, is worthily employed ; for then fcif 
is the fole objeft of it, and not a fingle moment is 
alienated from us. 

1 2. TKe lafl: and'greateft rule is this : — Allow no 
time for praying, or for works of charity ;' for this 
is giving Up a portion of our time to eternity, which 
is a greater abfurdity than fending prefents to Crcefus, 
or pouring water into the ocean. 

EXPENSE. 

1. All expenfive feelings and fenfations to be fiib- 
dued ; fiich as compadion, generofity, patriotifm, and 
public fpirit. 

2. The money beftowed on horfes to be faved out of 
the education of our children ; they are therefore to 
be fent to fchool where the cheapeft bargain can be 
made for them. 

3. To bajiifli hofpitality from our bofoms, and to 
afk the company of our friends for the fake of pillag- 1 
ing them at play, and iti a view to the douceurs which 
they in courfc leave behind them, and which we divide 
with our fervants. 

4. To 
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4. To facrifice comfort to odentation in every arti- 
cle of life ; to go without fiibftantial conveniences for 
the fake of (bining fuperfluities ; to be mean and for- 
did under the rofe, that we may look like prodigals in 
public ; and to live like beggars in fecret, to glitter 
like princes abroad, 

5. To abandon all poor relations, and to make 
prefents only to thofe who are much richer than our- 
ielves, in the expedation of being gainers at laft. 

6. To be loud againft the ingratitude of the poor^ 
which we have never experienced ; and to referve our 
charity for deferving obje£ls, which we are determined 
never to acknowledge. 

7. To be a£tive and forward in fpeculative fchemes 
of charity, which we are well affured can never take 
place ; while we are filently raifing our rents, to the 
ruin of diftreffed families. 

8. To pafs by the door of famine with our money 
glued to our pockets ; while, to fee a new dancer at 
the opera in the evening, we draw our ,purfe-flrings 
as generoufly as princes. - 

0. To repair to the houfe of diftrefs, not to difli- 
pate our money in common-place a£ls of compaffion 
and generofity, but to extort good bargains from hunger 
and neceflity, and to pnrchafe, at cheap rates^ the 
lad valuable relics of perilhing fortunes. 

10. To be lavifh of kind fpeeches, which coft 
nothing ; and to lament, when death has come in re- 
lief to mifery, that the circumftances of fo melancholy 
a cafe were not known to us in tinie, to afford us the^ 
luxury of exercifmg our humanity. 

LEARNING ANDu MORALITY. 

1. To become ^ member of two or three learned 
focielies ; for thus we maintain the title of philofo- 
pher, at the cheap rate of a few guineas a year. 

2* Inftead of coIleiSting a library, to oelong to a 
reading-club, where one book may ferve many per- 
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Tons, and where the waiter takes the refpondbility of { 
choice oiF our Jiandsy and contra£ts to fupply books as 
he ufually does cards. 

3* A cheap fydem of morality may be coUefied 
from the introductory parts of advertifelnents, which 
may do for ourfelves and children* For inilance — 
fome fine fentiments on the paf&ons may be found i& 
the advertifement of the Cyprian Preventive. The 
Dumb Dolly, or a machine for waihing, is recom* 
mended by fome lively remarks on the faving of time* 
An elegant preface on parental duties^ ufhers in the 
famous pills for conception. The great fecundity of 
nature is a natural theme of admiration in the adver- 
tifement of the Perfian powder for lice. The conta- 
gion of bad communication is very forcibly defcantcd 
upon by the inventor of the antivariohque bagSy 
againd the infe£iion of the fmall-pox, &c. A (incat 
believer in future rewards and punifhments confcien- 
tioufly recommends his elaftic dejiderattu The advan- 
tages of exercife are fet forth very pointedly in tGc.tsok' 
mendation of a plafter for corns. The inveutor of 
the aqua mirifica for the eye^ has i^t forgotten th -expa- 
tiate on the tendency which the contemplation of Na« 
ture's works has to open and expand the mind. 

Thefe valuable pafTages contain all the moralitj 
neceflary to a man of fc^ion. The rumbling of hii 
carriage will fbon (hake them ti^ether, fo as to fona 
them into a compared fySem; and fo furni(hed> |ie 
will foon acquire the title of a great philofopher— ia 
his own circles. 



DEMADES : A CHARACTER. 

■JAEM ADES is a perfon of great property, and hai 
*^ an undoubted Ihare of good nature ; he looks on 
nothing with fo much abhorrence as the charadler of a 
covetous man ; and^ rather than be thought to want 

hofpitalityi 
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X hofpitality, would make his whole neighbourhood 
j^ fwim in an ocean of Madeira* Nothing c^n be more 
co(ily than his furniture and his liveries ; ail his 
^ appointments are magnificent ; and it is not eafy to 
V excel him in the fplendour of his entertainments* But 
ig Demades makes but a forry figure in the midft of all 
g this profufion, with which he is evidently overftocked 

; and encumbered ^ he lets you perceive in a moment 
g how high he rates the honour he has done you, and 
' ^ takes efpecial care that no part of his magnificence 
^ Ihall efcape your notice ; which if it appear to dazzle 
£ youy he cannot help betraying the delight your embar- 
^ raflment affords him, in a fmile of eKuitation. As 
^ this fort of feeling in his guefts is confidered by him as 
^ the mod unequivocal praife that can be offered to him, 

j be is folicitous to produce it as often as poflible, by 
g playing off his grandeur before men of broken fortunes 
^ and blulhing indigence* Thus it is a rule with him 
^ to propofe a dozen forts of wine to a man who he 
knows has never tafied but two, and is charmed with 
^ his perplexity of choice, and miftakes of pronuncia- 

- tion. His table, for the fame reafon, is filled with 

- foreign dilhes, ** of e^quifiteft name," and of moft 
ambiguous forms 5 and you might fancy yourfelf at 
fupper with LucuUus, on fattened thrufties and the 
cranes of Miilta.^ Moft of his dithes have fuch for- 
midable names, that few care to rifk the ridicule of 

^ their hoft, by venturing to a(k for them : and if they 
name them rightly, it is ten to one but they blunder 
in eating them, which anfwers equally well to the fa* 
cetious entertainer. If anything is particularly rare 
and out of feafon, you are told how much it coft be* 
fore yon touch it, fo that you eat it with a fort of 
■ grudge, and with that feeling which difappoints the 
L relifh of the richeft dainties. This ham was fent him 
from Weftphalia ; this pickle was prepared from the 
receipt of an Italian coimt ; this wine was imported 
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for hitn by the Spanifli ambaflador ; the venifon he 
killed himfelf; the pig was fed with chefnuts and 
apples. Every thing has its hiftory : his potatoes are 
not common potatoes, they are the potatoes of De- 
inades ; they have an anecdote belonging to them— 
touch one, and you will hear it. His apartments are 
replete with every imaginable contrivance for elegance 
and accommodation ; but his manners render it plain 
that they are there, not for your convenience, but your 
admiration. Whatever you touch, tafle, or ufe, you 
cannot forget for a moment who is its owner. Egotifni) 
^and a certain (lamp of property and poiTeffion, accom- 
pany all hisads, and charadcrize all his phrafes. i^ 
is a monofyllahle never omitted, and always emphatic: 
thus, it is my doors, my hinges, my coals, and my car- 
pet. Touch his poker, and yon will prefently feci 
that it belongs to Demades. You may always know 
in what part of the room Demades is feated, withonl 
the trouble of looking for him ; for, beOdes a magif- 
terial cough, his voice is the loudeft in the company; 
and if he moves, you are fure it is Demades, for foiM 
ceremony attends upon every ad, that marks it for his 
own. He breathes with a certain emphafls ; he has 
a motion more than any man prefent in ufing his 
handkerchief; there is a fupererogatory flouriQi in his 
manner of drinking your health ; his glafs makes i 
turn or two extraordinary in its journey to his lipsj 
and in feating himfelf in his chair, the toe of his right 
foot defcribes on the floor a femicircle with the other-' 
that is to fay, he does it with a fwing, that (hows 
him to be the mafter of the houfe, and the chair to be 
bis own. Thus, altogether, his entertainment is the 
grandeft and the meaneft, his viands the heft and the 
worft in the world. 
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SPECIMEN OF AN INTENDED HISTORY OF 

ENGLAND. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF A HISTORY OF THE ETBCLINE AVU 
FALL OF THE ROMAN EMFfRE; REPRESENTING THE 
LIFE OF THE ILLVSTRIOUS SON OF WALDRON. 

"^OW wem forth the fpirit of plunder. The gigan- 
'*■ tic forms of depredation, which at this time fub- 
je£ted the perfons and pockets of the metropolis 
to the hands and hangers of the marauder, naturally 
rivets our attention to the exploits of the fon of Henry 
Waldrbn, in whom, under the wily alias of George 
Barrington, I darkly contemplate the father of that 
fpecies of clandeftine rapine which disjoins the incon* 
ireniencies of robbery, from its terrors, and confifts in 
the inflnuation of the finger or the hook into our per* 
fonal coffers, and recovering them triumphant with 
the fpoils of the inienfible benefador* This furtive 
afleflment upon property does not, on a firft view» 
appear worthy of the tranfcendant abilities of the free- 
booter of Kildare : but whatever underwent the touch 
of Midas became gold ; and the tranfmuting intelle£t 
of Barrington invefted with fyftem and with fcience 
an art which had hitherto been regarded, by the more 
learned and more adventurous in the fchools of Mer* 
cury, with contemptuous indifference, and was by 
them configned to the noviciates of their lawlefs frater- 
nity. Darting a keener glance into the occupation 
which was at once to dignify and degrade his future 
day, this plunderer of the Weft was probably fired hy 
thofe very difcouragements which would have de- 
prefled a lefs towering altitude of genius; and dif- 
cerned, through the (hades of ignominy, a harveft of 
glory, in a proportion inverfe to the fertility of the 
foil in which it was to be reared. 
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Armed with fuch confidence and fnch ambition^ 
now walked forth the Adventurer of Ireland^ fealing 
his ears to the fyren folicitations of more honourable 
employs; Tpurnedwith unhallx)\ved Goutcmpt the prof- 
fered patronage of the Pontiff of Leixlipi and the 
hope of hiftrionic eminence with which a fucccfsfiil 
appearance in the part of Jaffier had falixted his dawn. 
The metropolis of Hibernia was the fcene of hh pre- 
datory exploits no longer than till the maturity of habit 
had fiicceedcd to the crudities of unpradlifed timidhy. 
The ripenefs of his art co-operating with a few in» 
fiances of dcteflion, fent him, fraught with prefagef 
of viftory, againft the capital of Albion ; and the 
year 1773 will be conncdled, through the lapfe of 
ages, with the firft appearance of the Son of "Waldron 
on the fhores of Britain. The giant capacities of 
genius are awake at thoTe hours and in thofe fituations 
wherein minds of a plebeian mould fhould refign them- 
fel ves to the torpors of fhimber ; and the tedious inter- 
val which was pafled in the Dorfet yacht was made 
Conducive to the promotion of his future hopes, by 
laying the faithlefs foundation of a felonious friendfhip 
with one of the copartners of his voyage. 

A tale of wealth and anceftry was fabricated by otir 
child of fortune, for the purpofe of hilling fufpicion 
into fecnrity, and conciliating doubt into confidence^ 
The latter of thefe pretenfions was of a nature fuffi- 
ciently unfiibflantial to elude the fear of detedion; 
but as the former was to be corroborated by external 
evidences, and as a folitary fcore of guineas was the 
o:»ly bafi« on which it could at this early epoch of his 
life be eredcd, it became necelfary to make an inftan- 
taneous appeal to his mighty abilities. tJis firft fuc- 
celTes held the world in awe ; England trembled at the 
name of Harrington ; and the march of the Hero oi 
Hibernia was every where marked with perfonal de- 
predations. 
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predationSe From the winter folftice to the equinox 
©f fpring, he profecuted a feries of exploits unequalled 
rn craft and ingenuity among the fons of Adatn. The 
walls of Ranelagh were the fcen^ of his maiden clattps 
upbn the involuntary contributrons of the public; and 
in the tranfi^nt revolution of ar fmgle evening, a 
Knight of the Bath, nine Peers of the realm, and five 
others of the brigftteft luminaries in the globe of 
fafhion, were reduced, by the finger«s of the Son of 
Waldron, to the neceflicy of inquiring the hour of the 
night from thofe of their friends in whofe fobs he had 
ftill left the fo»rces of iirformaciom 

The magic of the foeneratoriab rod" was hot wanting^ 
for the purpofes of converting^is watches into wealth ; 
and his intimacy with his fellow-voyager of the Dorfet 
yacht was fuppofted with the glittering robberies of 
Ranelagh* But the gratitude of the depredator of 
Hibernia walked forth with unequal^ f»ace- by thie- 
fide of his emoluments^- Thts iriend of the Dorfet 
yacht, and the friendis of this friend, and eviery colla-^ 
leral relative, were laid under contribution to the un* 
afking necc(fitie» of the piipil of Mercury* At thcin 
nod^urnal meetings he filently contemplated his gains 
amid the unfiifpicious joys of Bacchus;, and pro- 
moted a full flow of hilarity, not as an, aid to wi^,, 
or as an« ai¥tick)t3^ to- care^ but as a fopdrific to fuf- 
picion,, that his hand might find a facile entrance into 
thofe favourite haunts of his divinity, the pocket and 
the fob. 

But thefe fubaltern modes of chicane, however they 
might relieve his neceffities or fupply his prodigality, 
could by no means faturate his ambition. H^ was an 
eagle, that afpired ratHer to the perilous glory of a* 
viSory over the vulture, than to the fafe luxury of a 
meal upon the dove; and the Court of the Britifh 
Potentate was to be the fcene of his prouded achieve- 
ments in this field of adventure. The ecclefiaftical 
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habit, not now aflumed for the firft time as a fcreen 
to the plots of the plunderer, fiirniOied him with i 
paflport to the prefence of Majefty ; and a Lord of 
the Council unconrciouily refrgned to the felonious 
hand of the Hibernian the glittering enfign of his 
Order. Nor was a lefs Turn than 8*00/. which was 
delivered in exchange for the trophy of St. James's, 
the reward of that audacity and adroitnefs, of which 
the detedlion would have tragically terminated in the 
prifon and the halter. 

But the wide and (lill widening limits of the Britifli 
Peerage were not commenfurate to the reach of bis 
predatory ambition ; and Prince Orlow, of whom the 
Emprefs had teflified her eftimation by the gift of a 
fnuff-box of ineftimable price, could not long retain 
this fplendid pledge of Imperial predilefiion within 
the domain of this triumphant arch-plnnderer ; and 
the Queen of the Ruflias had nearly paid a tribute to 
the Prince of pickpockets^ through the relu£lant me- 
dium of the Hyperborean Peer. 

But Fortune, who does not always crown with fuc- 
cefs the enterprifes of the warrior, or the benevolences 
of the faint, may well be imagined to countermine the 
fnares of the felon ; and the favourite of Catherine, 
by a feafonable detedion of the transfer, recovered 
the power of dazzling Engliih eyes with the mu« 
nificence of his Queen. On his day of trial, the 
fubtlety of his defence, and the lenity of Orlow, pro- 
cured his efcape from the penal confequences of his 
boldnefs. But the notoriety both of the attempt and 
its difcovery, fo clofely rivetted on him th.e fcruttny of 
the public, that for one year and nine days he fequef- 
tered himfelf from the unhallowed haunts of plunder ; 
and, fubfifting on the fruits of former fpoils, beguiled 
the interregnum of diOionedy by refuming that atten* 
tion to literary amufements which he had fuccefsfnily 
cultivated^ ere the Iu(l of larceny had fwallowed up 

the 
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the calmer pleafures of the pen and the page. But 
the influence of the belles lettres was (hed in vain oa 
his licentious nature ; and the opportunity of appro- 
priating the contents of his landlord's till was found 
too powerful for the fenfe either of fafety or com- 
punflion. 

The dikes of a ftream once removed, its courfe is. 
not eafily recalled within its priftine bounds; and he 
now returned, with appetite proportioned to the length 
of his fait, to the practices of manual conveyance. 
But he had wearied the liberality of Fortune; and the 
clandefline capture of a fllver time-piece fent the Son 
of Waldron to one of thofe fcenes of compulfory 
labour, where, in the difpofa) of his time, neither 
the choice nor the genius- of the labourer is confulted» 
Now walked forth to the hu&s of Woolwich the ad- 
venturer of Ireland ; and the fpade and the mattock 
were the rugged implements that now filled that hand 
which had hitherto revelled in the foft and eafy labour 
of foliciting the watch> and diving into the rich re«» 
cefTes of the pocket. 

The humanity of the fuperintendant of the €onvi£ls^ 
in concurrence with the fedulous adiivity of the de- 
graded minifter of (ecret rapine, abridged the term of 
his confinement, which, from three years, was re- 
duced to one third of the original number; at the 
expiration whereof he was once again let loofe upoit 
fociety, notorious in his perfon, enfeebled in his frame^ 
and difcarded from his creditable connexions : yet was 
he not the more reduced in fptrits, or lefs determined 
to profecute anew his career of depredation. But fr€>- 
quent dete£lion will engender caution, though it con- 
quer not our refolution ; and,, although he abated not 
the frequency, he redoubled the fecrecy, and refined 
upon the fubtlety of his thefts. Of the latter quality^ 
an inftance may be adduced, for whidv we iball in 
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vain feek a parallel in the annals of readmefs and m*- 
gemiity. 

As he was one day prowling for his prey in the^ 
ways of the metropolis, his eye encountered a diftant 
muhiiude,- to which, as to the field of vidory, he 
triumpliantly advanced. Urging hii paflage through 
the prefs, he dimly difcovered in the centre a gentle- 
man who had dropped in fudden death. He fprung. 
forward with agonized impatience, gazed with affeftcd 
horror on the pallid vifage of the apoplc£lic viftim^ 
and <* Great God! my ancle! my uncle!" was the 
burfting exclamation which drew on him- the wonder 
and compaffion of the furrounding throng. <* In the 
name of mercy," continued' the hypocrite of Kildare,. 
♦* in the name of mercy, procure me a hackney or 
other conveyance, that I may bear away and^ honour 
with the laft gloomy offices of unper»(hing aSedioft 
the remains of the brother of my father.** His urgent 
entreaties were humanely complied wi-tfr,. and the deai 
and the living entered at onceinto the chariot, whili 
to the charioteer the latter of the two^ with falter- 
ing accents, notifred- the place of his melancholy dcf* 
ti nation. 

We have already feen that to the cot'leSor of Ire- 
land a voyage or a journey was not, as to others, atv 
interval of relaxation ; tlte precious moments wcr«; 
now devoted to the lucrative labour of ftripping from. 
the carcafe of his lilent unclfe,. his now needlefs appu^ 
tenances ; and the handkerchief of the defund wafr 
wiade the receiver of the perfonal property of tht 
abrupt expirer. Scarce completed was the fpoliation^ 
ere the chariot and the charioteer arrived at the gates- 
%)f a chirufgeon,.to which he had clandeftifieJy divt&ei 
the Ton of Jehu. A piirloiner of the ordinary rate of 
ability would have remained exultingly content' with 
hivIng thus far fucceeded in his mighty machinationsr 
l»m ^ot in thefe imperfeft depredations do L recognifc: 

Ac 
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the Son of Waldron. It was referved for the pick- 
pocket of Ireland, after having feigned the ties of 
affinity with an unknown carcafe, and forced from it 
an illegal inheritance, to round this mafter-ftroke of 
chicane, by configning the body, foj^ a ftipiilated pur- 
chafe, to the blade of the anatomift. 

But the moft brilliant fuccefles of the felon only 
lead to a confidence that terminates in difcovery ; and 
the plain of Enfield, was deftined, perhaps, to be the 
kft fcene of his violations of property upon Englifli 
ground. A palpable dete£lion of his hand in invading^^ 
the fob of an Englifh Commoner, occafioned prima- 
rily his feizure, and finally his convi£lion. As his^ 
fpirit never funk with his circumftances, he incurred 
not the fentence of tranfportation without vigorous 
efforts for its prevention ; and as eloquence was not 
lefs eminently his talent than manual dexterity, he 
negledled not, when fummoned to his defence, to 
appeal to the paflions of the jury and his auditors. 
Eloquence, the fubftitute of honefly, decks itfelf in 
its robes of purity only to confummate its impofitions;^ 
and Barrington imagined, by his rhetorical efforts, to 
hoodwink with^ a new bandage the eye of Jutlice. 
But his oratory turned againft itfelf; and he forgot,. 
in his hour of affli£bion, that he was provoking ilill 
further the clamours of an indignant public^ by evin- 
cing the poffeflion of thofe powers, a- more politic di- 
reftion of which might have tranfpla»ted him from^ 
the bar of the culprit to the bench of the bifhop^. 

The Recorder of England's capital,, whpfe fom- 
brous lips were the vehicle of his fentence, omitted 
not to imprefs on the mind of the offender this deep 
aggravation of his crimmality ; -and a rumour went 
forth, that the tears o( the penitent pickpocket of Kil- 
dare were wiped, with a cambric trophy of former 
achievements. At this hour 1 mentally defcry him in 
the Bay of Botany^ cither realizing the profelfions of 
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contrition which he held forth in his defence, and a 
faint among his fallen afTociates, or employing the in* 
terval of his feptennial exile in devifing ne^e forms of 
fraud, new artifices of concealment, or new immunities 
from juftice. 

Thus in one dark day was crumbled into duft the 
grandeur of the Hero of Hibernia ; and as he moved 
along, melancholy and flow, the hall of juftice, there 
ran along the dome a colIeAive (igh, that ftole from 
the bofoms of maids, and wives, and widows^— a de- 
fponding hoft — while it was the common confcnt of all 
"who afTifled at the fpcflacle, that the for rowing Son of 
Waldron had more the appearance of an emiffary fent 
forth on the pious errand of propagating the gofpel, or 
a new bifhop on his way to the facerdotal throne, with 
the prelatical nolo in his mouth, than the culprit of 
Kildare, tranfported by the Recorder of the capital of 
Albion, to the realm of rogues in the Southern Main. 



ON THE ABUSE OF THE TITLE OF ESQITIRE. 

npHAT the honours of nobility may, even by crea- 
"*■ tion, as well as natural defcent, fall upon un- 
worthy perfons, is a fa<ft which it would be foolifli to 
deny, becaufe it would be impoflible ; and which it 
would be weak to repine at, becaufe it is the fate of all 
inflitutions not to be able to exclude certain abufes. 
A profeffion is not lefTened in the eyes of a fenfible 
man, becaufe an unworthy perfon has been admitted 
into it ; and with all the faults of individual noblemen, 
it will be found, that the inftitution of the peerage 
has been the nurfe of patriotifm and public virtue, and 
imprelTes the mind with a kind of fuperior caution againft 
vice, cowardice, and perfidy, which the general mafs 
of mankind are without. It is not, however, my in- 
tention, in the following obfervations, to interfere at 

all 
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all on fpeculative qiieflioirs on the advantages or dif- 
advantages of created or hereditary nobility; but to 
point Out the abfurd abufe of a title, which, from va- 
nity and foolifli complaifance, has been fo generally 
extended, as to lofe its dignity, and become almoft a 
term of reproach. 

The title I mean is that of Efquircy appended to the 
name by the common abbreviation Efq. Let us con* 
fider what this title was originally, and what it legally 
is, and we (ball foon be convinced, that the indifcri<- 
minate ufe of it is totally without foundation upon any 
known law, or fonrce of honour. In this part of my 
fubjeft, I am principally, though not altogether, af- 
filed by the learned author of << Commentaries on the 
Laws of England." 

Efquires are faid, by Camden, to confift of four 
clafTes: i^ The elded fons of knights, and their eldeft 
fons in perpetual fucceffion. 2. The eldeft fons of 
younger fons of peers, and their eldeft fons in like per- 
petual fucceilion ; both which fpecies of efquires. Sir 
Henry Spelman entitles armigeri natalttli. 3. Efquires 
created by the king's letters patent, or other invefti- 
tnre \ and their e|deft fons. 4. Efquires by virtue of 
their office ; as juftices of the peace, and others, who 
may bear any office of truft under the crown. To 
thele may be added the efquires of the knights of the 
bath, each of whom conftitutes three at his inftalla- 
. tion ; and all foreign, and even Irilh peers ; for not 
only thefe, but the eldeft fonsof peers of Great Britain, 
though frequently titular lords, are only efquires in 
law, and muft be fo named in all legal proceedings* 
It may be'obferved, however, that the firft two dif- 
tindions or claiTes, enumerated by Camden, have long 
ceafed to exift ; for the title of knight gives not the 
title of efquire to the eldeft fon, who may perhaps be a 
common, and often a low mechanic^ and muft, accord- 
ing 
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mg- to the ftatute i Hen. V. c. 5. be defignated bf 
his myftery or trade, in all writs, &g. 

Efquires and gentlemen are confounded together by 
Sir Edward Coke, who obferves, that every efquire is a 
gentleman, and a gentleman is defined to be one qui- 
armagerity who bears €oat-arraour, the grant of which 
adds gentility to a man's famil-y. ** It is indeed,'^ 
fays Blackflone, ** a matter fomewhat unfettled, what 
conftitutes the diftin6lion, or who is a real efquire \ for 
it is not an eftate, however large, that crnfei.- this 
rank upon its owner. But to the lift given above, the 
following may be added : mayors of towns, coiinfellors 
at law, fcrjeants of the feveral offices of the king's 
court, and other officers of note. Thefe are aU en- 
titled to be called efquires, and none others.'* 

The title of Efquire, therefore, like all other titles, 
proceeds dire6lly, or indire6tly, from the king as the 
fountain of ail honour, and it can be conferred by na 
other perfon, nor aflumed by any perfon from vanity 
er caprice. But if this be the law, how ftrangely dif- 
ferent i^ the pra£tke of modern times! Tradefmen 
and mechanics, of M deferiptions, confer this title 
upon each other ; and many do not even fcruple to 
write efquire to their names in books of fubfcrrpcion. 
But no individual in this kingdom (his Majefty only 
excepted) can confer any title; and if foolifli cuftom 
or complaifance allow men to dub each other efquires^. 
an equally foolifh and equally well-founded cuftom 
may, in time, induce them to prefix the title honour- 
able TO their names. If caprice is to govern in ont 
thing, tt may i^ all ; for caprice is bouiidlefs^ and hu- 
man vanity will always furnifli it with an apology. 

But mechanics and tradefmen are not the only pep- 
fons who affume the title Ff quire without the right to 
it. The higher orders of commercial men,, fuch as 
merchants and banker 5 ^ a flu me it with no better title; 
nor can the landed intereft prove that they have a fu- 
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perior claim : for, as Blackflone eUerves, an edate^ 
however large, does not confev this rank upon its 
owner. Bin^ in flat contradidion to thofe of honour^ 
how many thoufand efquiresdoes this nation contain* I 
Befide perfoms concerned in trade,, it is aflumed by 
every man who has no vtfible means of Ihving, an(t 
who therefore calls himfelf zgenfhman^ and is by others 
denominated an efquire. Even debtoss in gaol are- 
frequently addrefled by this title ; and I recolledfe to^ 
have feen, in a newfpaper, under the head of Old 
Bailey Intelligence, the '^ Trial of George Barrington^^. 
Efquire" the moft infamous- pickpocket aud thief that 
ever difgraced a good underftai>dingt Is not; this- 
enough to ficken us of S-qutreJhip ^ 

Low mechanics retired from bijfincfs, and who re- 
pair to Hampftead or Hackney, to doze away the 
remainder of the\r lives ii> foliHide which they cannot 
improve, o'r diver fions of which they cannot partake,, 
are to a man Efquires, — Jt was faid abovey that pep- 
fons enjoying patent places under the king^ or ofBcess 
of municipal adminiftration, are entitled to the rank 
and title of Efquire; fuch as commiilioners of the 
cuftoms, excife, comptrollers, &g. To render this 
as ridiculous as poflible,, we ii^d the title o£ EJquife 
almoft always beftowed on perfons whaenj-oy the high 
ojficf of Stewards to tavern dinners* WheUicr they en- 
jsoy this title only durante officio^ or foE Kfe, with re- 
mainder to their ekieft fons, I know not^ but his Ma- 



♦ The- aathor of the Tatler, in No; rp, fays r •• To the utter dif- 
grace an6 confufion of the hemlds^ every pretender i» admitted into< 
this fraternity (of fquires)^ even perfons the moft foreign to this cour- 
teous inftitutioru I have taken an inventory of all within- thi» city^ 
jind looked over evecy letter in the Poft>-office, for my better informa- 
tion. There are o^ the Middle Temple, including all in th^ buttery 
books, and in the lifts of the huufe, five thoufand : in the Inner, four 
thoufand. In the KingVbench Walks, the whole buildings are inha- 
l^ited by Efquires only, &c." Steele purfues the fubjeft in a happjf 
veia of irony, and i beg to refer my (eaden ta- the paper^ 
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jefty's gift appears to lofe confiderably of its value, 
fince his privilege of conferring honours can beaffumed 
by C^gersy Odd Fellows, and Eafy Johns ! 

If the queftion be aiked, why the title of Efquire is 
thus confounded) and rendered common to the meaneft 
as well as the greateft, I know of no anfwer but by 
referring to v^iffi/jf ; a principle in our nature too often 
powerful enough to acquire the maftery over reafon 
and common fenfe. There is often a very great de- 
gree of vanity in oftentatioufly proclaiming the titles 
to which we have a right; and it is perhaps always a 
fign of weaknefs to value ourfelves on names, which 
abftradedly imply no intel1e£lual merit and no fupe- 
rior virtue. But to afliime a title to ^hich 'W'e have no 
right, is an uncommon degree of arrogance ; and to 
be proud of it, may, without any breach of Chriftian 
charity, be denominated a very great defe£t in the un- 
derftanding. It is, indeed, a fpecies of childifhnefs; 
for we obfer\'e that children are remarkably fond of 
*< playing at lords, dukes, generals, and judges;** mi- 
micking the confequence^which they conceive to be 
attached to fuch elevated ranks^ 

To a man fond of the title of Efquire, I would per- 
haps addrefs myfelf in terms like thefe t ** You have 
been dubbed Efquire j by perfons who have not the 
power to confer thie title upon you. Here is one who 
wrote you down Efquire, becaufe you appeared well 
dreft ; your title, therefore, confifts in externals, and 
the taylor is your fountain of honour. There is another 
man who addrefies you Efquire on the cover of his |^ 
letter, and he wants to borrow money of you ; your | 
beft method will be to addrefs him Efquire, and rc- 
fufe the requefl ; for a title, which confers no merit, 
is dearly bought by a dividend of fixpence in the pound. 
But perhaps you may fay, If a man addrefles me as 
Efquire y I cannot do lefs than return the compliment; 
common politenefs requires it. Very true 5 and de- 
pend 
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pend upon it, he experts it; for he knows that com- 
mon politenefs will have weight -with yon, though 
common fenfe has none with him. But if you are 
yourfelf fond of this title, let me mention a circum- 
fiance which ought, in fome meafure, to leiTen its 
charms. All titles are efiimable in proportion to their 
fuperiority, as all metals are valuable in proportion to 
their fcarcity. Now, as the title of Efquire k at pre- 
fent bedowed upojQ five hundred times more perfons 
than it was thirty years ago, and is becoming every 
day more common, you may perceive that a time ia 
approaching when it will be univerfal^ and an equality 
of Efquireihip will prevail. You will then be on a 
level with the ma fs of mankind, and your out-door 
clerk will be as good a fquire as yourfelf. The title 
then will lofe its value, and be as common and r^if** 
ttmptibU as JMifter is now in the eyes of you Efquires* 
7hls confideration, fince it is an appeal to vanity, 
which is the parent of promifcuous efquires, ought to 
be weU attended to; for what refoinrce will then be 
left to you ? I cannot fuppofe that you will become 
felf-created Knights, or Baronets; for the law will not 
allow you, unlefs you can (et up the plea infanity or 
idiotifm ; but let me tell you, in the mean time, that 
by being pleafed with the title of Efquire, which does 
not belong to you, you (hare very much in the temper 
and difpofition of that late felf-created Knight Sir Jef- 
frey Dunftan.*' 

To all this the reply may be, that a merchant^ 
banker, or gentleman^ who is commonly ftyled Efquire^ 
might be offended if any perfon of my way of thinking 
were to degrade him to plain Mtfier. And this, in aff 
probability, would be the cafe with many ; for where 
a certain reverence is generally paid to a man, to with- 
hold it marks a difference of opinion that may eafily 
be con ft rued into contempt or difrefpeft. Where 
there is danger that this may be the cafey it may be 



I; 



»84 THE INFLUENCE OF WEALTH UPON WIT* 

I was, Sir, for many years, the humble friend of 
Chriflopher Noddy, Efq. who having at an early age 
embarked in buflnefs, was, by one of thofe unaccount- 
able turns of fortune which fometimes happen in the 
city of London, poflefled of fifty thoufand pounds be- 
fore the age of forty. He now gave over all thoughts 
of bufmefs ; and, refolving to make amends for the 
mental reftridions to which his mercantile life had hi- 
therto confined him, bought a houfea few miles from 
London, and gave a loofeto his natural lively difpofition, 
with a full determination to become a profeifed man 
of wit. To accomplifh this great end, he proceeded 
to furnifli his library with all thofe writers v/h6 he 
thought could in any way affift him. Pope, Swifti 
Voltaire, La Fontaine, Boileau, Lucian, and Arifta^ 
phanes, compofed his more ferious fludies ; and Tom 
Brown, Joe Miller, Killigrew, George Alexander 
Stevens, Colman, Thornton, and all the facetious 
A)odern writers, down to the Merry Jefter, Comus'i 
Court, and Pills to purge Melancholy, contributed to 
the amufement of his lighter moments* 

By a Ar'iQ, attention to the obje& of his puxfuit, he 
in procefs of time attained popularity enough to gra* 
tify his moA fanguine wi(hes» Every earliftened with 
delight to the fprightlinefs of his iallies, and ever/ 
tongue was bufied in bis praifes. He became the idol 
of all the clubs to which he belonged ; and many a ; 
veteran^ who had hitherto prefided as Grand Matter 
of the Order of Jerters, felt his throne totter beneath 
bim. It was a matter of furprife to all: his acquaint- j 
ance how human ability could maintain fuch a fund f 
of merriment, and give birth to fuch a number of, 
what they thought,' impromptu's: but I, who had aa 
opportunity of being behind the fcenes, could obferve 
the firings and pullies employed to give effefl to thofe 
pantomimical tricks which extorted fuch peals ot 
^ughter from the ignorant fpeftators. Bayes, in The 

Rehear(al> 
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Rehearfal, talks of taking phyfic to become a wit ; I 
cannot fay that Mr. Noddy literally followed his prac- 
tice ; but I can venture to affirm, that nq courtezan 
ever took half the pains to decorate her perfon for the 
adventures of the night, that my honoured patron did 
to fecure himfelf a confpicuous feat among <^ the fons 
of found lenfe and fatisfa£lion.'' Many a voluminous 
publication have I been obliged to turn over, that I 
might affift him in culling and fublimating a fit offer- 
ing to be laid upon the altar of Apollo. I always 
carried about with me a memorandum-book, to put 
down any good thing I might chance to hear in (bciety^ 
and forwarded it to Mr. Noddy, who, with more than 
gipfy roguery, difcoloured it a little, and boldly made 
it pafs for his own. I was generally placed on his 
left hand at public tables, to be ready either to lead 
the laugh, or aflift his memory; occafionally to put 
the queftion that led- to the happy reply ; to fpill the 
fauce, which gave occafion to the facetious obferva* 
rion ; to- pimp for puns, and cater for conceits ; in 
(hort, continually to draw the converfation to the par- 
ticular point which furniOied a ludicrous chain of 
images and illudrations. 

By thefe and flmilar pra£lices, I not only ingratiated 
ftiyfelf with my patron; but, from having no fmall 
' ihare of fuccefs myfelf in the fame line (though I 
never pradtifed in the prefence of Mr. Noddy), was 
filled with an ardent defire for attaining the fame fpe« 
cies of fame, and looked forward with delight to the 
time when I fhould fhine forth an acknowledged leader 
in the regions of mirth and humour. 

In the midft of thefe Utopian vifions my patron died, 
from having broken a blood- vefTel in a violent fit of 
laughter at one of his own jokes (for he was always 
generous enough to lead the laugh on thofe occafions}. 
My afflidion at his death was not immoderate, for I 
looked forward not only to a cenfiderable legacy, but 
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alfo to fttcceeding him in his intellefiual eminence* 
In the former of thefe expedations I was quickly clif- 
appointed ; for, whether I had difgufted him by a 
competition in trade, or omitted to time my latigh at 
one of his favourite flories, certain it is, I found my- 
felf totally overlooked in his will, in favour of an ob- 
fcure poet, whofe only merit confided in having ad« 
drefled an ode to Mr. Noddy, beginning, << Hail! 
happy child of ridicule!*' It was not long, however, 
before I found my felf deceived in a profpeS which 
interefted me much more nearly. The cufiomary time 
of iecluded ibrrow having elapfed, I made my appear* 
ance at our favourite club with the ludicrous foiemnin^ 
of vifage, which I had preconcerted, in order to raite 
a laugh ; but all were as grave as mutes at a funeral* 
I was not much furprifed at this, for I imagined they 
miftook my mock forrow for reality ; in which fuppo- 
fition I dbtermined quickly to undeceive them. I 
rehearfed, in my bell manner, my patron's favourite 
ftory of Lucy Willis and the Turkifli Ambaflador, at 
which I remembered the club had, in Mr. Noddv*$ 
time, laughed thirty times at lead. To my utter af- 
tonifhment not an individual fmiled : one ihrugged his 
ihoulders; another cried, *^ Well, and what thenr*'— 
While a third faid, he remembered Kit Noddy to have 
told that ftory; "But, alas!" added he with a figh, 
** we ne'er (hall look upon his likeagain." I was not yet 
quite difcouraged, but determined, by way of ro jcoAoi, 
to treat them with a little buifoonery. For which 
purpofe I fwallowed a mouthful of foup fcalding hot; 
I mixed upon my plate fyllabub and anchovy fauce; I 
miftook a pie of raifed cruft, manufadlured by Wedg- 
wx>od, for one fabricated by the baker •• ftill the com- 
pany preferved the fame provoking gravity. With a 
moft laudable difmtereftednefs, in a pretended fit of 
abfence, I joftled the arm of the water as he was con- 
veying a butter-boat frpm the table, by which meaos 

I received 
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[ received the contents upon the collar of my new 
:oat : dill, alas 1 I received no appiaufe, though I 
remeittbeced in my patron's lifetime to have excited 
!houts of merriment by fimiiar feats of dexterity. Im 
liort, it was not till after repeated difappointments^ 
ind feveral very plain hints, that I difcoveied ail my 
lir-blown bubbles to have burftj^ and that with my 
tmputed fortune I had loft all my imputed facetioufnefs. 
k now wander about the town, with a large ftock of 
wit on hand, and literally << meofumpaupsr in are.^ 

In this emergence, Mr. Editor, I have applied 
to you, in hopes that you will make my cafe known, 
and point out fome mode of relief. Let me befeech 
^ou, Sir, to tell my former admirers that I have as 
much wit as when my patron was alive, and indeed 
rather more, from having fucceeded to his (lock ia 
trade. Expatiate upon the folly of meafuring a man's 
wit by his three per cents; tell them, though ** my 
houfe, and land, and all is fpent,"^ yet ftill my mirth- 
provoking talents are " moft excellent;" inform 
them, that a colleftion of jefts cannot be diminifhed 
by a (latute of bankruptcy, any more than by a ftatute 
of lunacy, and urge the barbarity and impolicy of 
their conduct:, if, while feven years are fufBcient to 
enable a flioemaker or weaver to fet^ up for himfelf, 
the haplefs wit, after a whole life fpent in an ar- 
duous apprenticeQiip, is fuiFered to wander about, 
with ^' the world all before him," uopitied, unre- 
lieved, and unknown, 

I am, &c. 

£UTRAP£LU8« 
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THE CASE OF MALACHI MILKY. 

TO THE EDITOR. [ 

SIR, 

T AM one of thofe milky creatures, who go about 
•■• continually ** fceking whom they may aj^ and re- 
iieve." I am fo fenfible of the impreflions of external 
objedsy that my afFeAions are feized by every trivial 
calamity that occurs to others. In the exercife of this 
propenfity, I am daily impofed on, and fometimes to 
a very large amount ; I have narrowly efcaped even 
corporal punifliment, for the exertion of my bed en- 
deavours to redrefs the grievances of thofe whom I 
thought to be injured or neglefted. 

I entertained from my inrancy, a thorough detefta- 
tion of falfehood : you muft not therefore accufe mc 
of vanity when I allure you that, in my whole life, I 
never once deviated from the line of truth : this difpo- 
iltion naturally led me to think every one a man d 
veracity, like myfelf ; but forry am I to inform you> 
Mr. Editor, that nineteen in twenty of them were 
cheats and fwindlers. So many tricks have been 
played upon me by thefe fpecious (harks, that I have 
(to adopt a familiar phrafe) almoft reduced my noble to 
nine-pence : ftill, however, I am daily perfortning 
a£ls of kindnefs and compaflion, if they come within 
the compafs of my reduced and fcanty income. To 
mention all the fnares and traps which have been foe- . 
cefsfully laid for me, would fill a folio volume ; I fball t 
therefore only relate fome recent matters, which have " 
chagrined and embarrafled me exceedingly* 

A gentleman with a whole fuite- of fervants, took 
an elegant ready-furni(hed houfe in my neighbourhood! 
and having perhaps heard me talked of as a good*iii* 
tured man, kindly invited me to his houfe, and intro- 
duced me to his wife and dau^ter, (fine elegant wo- 
men!] 
At 
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1 w. 

men !) Proud of being noticed by a very capital mer- 
chant, as he pretended to be, I exprefled an anxious 
deiireto become acquainted with him, which be obri- 
gingly condefcended to comply with. In the fpace of 
about three days, this accompli (hed merchant, accompa- 
nied by another well-dreiFed man, produced a bill to me 
(properly (lamped and drawn as I thought), requeuing 
me to difcount it. Though it had little lefs than two 
months to run, I did not accept of a penny intereft, 
but gave him the whole five hundred pounds. His 
companion turned out to be one of thofe who fay and 
fwear any thing but the truth : the bill indeed w^s 
regularly honoured when due, but immediately after- 
wards an a6lion was commenced againft me for ufury. 
This was fo coolly and audacioufly fworri to by the 
perjured attendant, that I was obliged to forfeit thrice 
the fum (1500/. with treble cofts), to be divided among 
the plunderers as they thought proper. 

Defiring no farther tranfadions with this hopeful 
couple, I fet out for home with fome degree of pre- 
cipitation, refolvihg, if poflible, not to be guilty of a 
iiTigle ad approaching to good- nature during the re- 
mainder of the day. I^had not pafled more than half 
the length of a ihort ftreet, when I behdd a liend of a 
woman correding her child in fo unmercifiH a mannery 
that 1 tore the infant from her arms, and carried it to 
my own manfion, with about three hundred people in 
my train, fome execrating me for a meddling rafCal, 
and others befraljing me for taking the part of a perfe- 
cuted infant, againit its inhuman parent. I committed 
the child to the care of an upper fervant, charging her 
to treat it w;ith tlie utmcift tendernefs. 

As this mercy |Was extended towards an infant who 
knew no guile, I fuppofed no difaftrous circumdance 
could poinbly await it. i congratulated my feelings 
on their intelledual feaft ; happy beyond conception 
that I had been the founder of that foift* But I pre- 
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fently difcovered that I was a poor fhort-fighted mor- 
tal, and difficulties of the moA tremendous nature were 
preparing for me. The termagant had applied to a 
magiftrate to procure a warrant for me, which was 
readily granted, on her affidavit, that I had Oolen her 
dearly- beloved daughter, in order to ftrip it and fell its 
clothes* I was conduced to a place of durance vile for 
the larceny charged againd me, and fuiFered feven days 
imprifonment before I could obtaiq credit to my ge- 
nuine unvarnifhed tale : but, my innocence at length 
appearing, I was difcharged, with a reprimand, and 
a caution againft engaging in any more fiich pranks 
for the future. When 1 returned from prifon, I 
found the infant at my houfe, where I have fed and 
clothed it ever ftnce, and ihall continue to rear it as 
my own, if the unnatural mother Ihould not think 
proper to demand it from me. 

1 have been twice profecuted under the dog-ad of 
the lo Geo. 3. c. 18. The firlt charge Was, that I 
bad unlawfully, felon ioufly, and wilfully endeavoured 
to eftrange the afFedions of a dog from his maftec^by 
having, with malice aforethought, endeavoured to 
feduce fuch dog from bis faid mafter, and at divers 
times and feafons feloniouily ted fuch dog with large 
pieces of bullock's liver, to the great danger of cor- 
rupting the fidelity of the faid dog, and unlawfully 
getting pofieflion of him. From this fcrape, however, 
I fortunately efcaped, becaufe the a£t of parliament 
above-mentioned, makes it penal only to Jieai dogs\ : 
and, fortunately for me, the animal to which, i had [ 
ihown fo much kindnefs was a bitch. The fecond 
time I v^as clearly convidcd of a iimilar offence, and 
fined twenty-five pounds, together with the charges 
previous to and attending the convi£tion. 

When I was at Bagfhot-Heath camp, I obferved a 
lady, overcome by the intenfe heat of the weather, fall 
Upon the ground in a lind of fwoon : I flew to hier 

affiftancci 
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alTiftancei feized her hands with all the force 'and en« 
ergy I was mafter of^ felt her pulfe, loofed the beads 
which encircled her neck, chafed her palms, and ren* 
dered her every fervice in my power. The hufband at 
this inftant appeared, and inftead of thanking me for 
my civilities, gave me a violent blow tinder my left 
car, and laid me fprawling by the fide of his deary ; 
alking me, in a menacing tone^ what bufinefs I had to 
take fuch indecent liberties with his wife? 

Scarce had I retun.-ed to the capital, when I faw 
fome brutal butchers dragging a dog along the (Ireets, 
in order to hang him, having pronounced him to be 
mad: touched with the impending fate of this animal, 
I purchafed his life for half a crown, and took hina 
home with me. In a few days he bit me, and, having 
jiow but too much reafon to think his intended exe- 
cutioners wercL right in their judgment, I (hall fet off 
for Gravefend to-morrow, to be dipped in the fait 
water, being apprehenfive of the confequences. 

Believe me, Mr. Editor, I am " more finned againd 
than finning." My motives are always good, but I 
am exceedingly unfuccefsfnl ill my fchemes. When 
I return, after haying been pickled in falt-water, you 
may probably hear again from 

Your riioft obedient fervant, 

Malachi Milky. 
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A BACHELOR'S NOTIONS OF MARRIAGE. 

[From .the European Magazioe.] 
MR. EDITOR,. t 

^OME time ago I happened to be turning ov^r 
^ Johnfon's Di^ionary, when the word Qachelor 
caught my eye. I had the curiofity to hunt for the 
etymology of it, when I found that Junius derives it 
from BaxviXo;, which figniiies fooH(h. Imuftownthe 
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derivation ftartled me ; for being in my own opinion a 
man of profound wifdomy though a bachelor, I felt a 
little hurt ^hat the fraternity, of which I have the 
honour to be a member, fliuuld thus be wounded by 
' the arrows of a fanciful etymologift. From difliking 
the derivation, I proceeded to quarrel with the pofi-r 
tion, and to inquire whether.the cap and bells may not 
be added to other decorations of the married head. 
The man who, mifled by the cunning of another, 
fufFers himfelf tobe drawn into acontradl by which he 
isTuined, and the author of the calamity unhurt, is 
generally fpoken of with more ridicule than compaf- 
fion ; nor do I think the ridicule would be leflened, if 
the knavifli party fliould happen to be a woman. In 
other words, by marriage a man runs a greater riik of 
being made a fuol of, than by remaining fmgie ; a (»& 
which the annals of Weftminftcr Hall and Di>£lor$' 
Commons are by no means backward in authenticating. 
But there are other confeqiiences of marriage, 
which, though not fo ruinous to happinefs as infide- 
lity, are equally calculated to promote vexation and 
excite ridicule. Some of thefe confequences will ap- 
pear in the following account. 

Frank Homely and myfclf were in early youth as 
infeparable companions as g:)od-humonr and port wine 
could make us, till love, who, as the poet fmgs, 

" At fight of human tits, 
Spreads his light wings, and in a niomeii: flics," 

threatened in an evil hour to fet us at variance. Alike 
in (Indies. and alike in pleafures, the fame arrow 
fmote us both, and both became vidims to the bright 
e^es of Mifs Rachel Barnaby, daughter of Mr. Giles 
Barnaby, an inconfiderable farmer in the neighbour- 
hood.. For myfelf, being a man of an invincible mo- 
defty, I " never told my love ;" content that my 
patient affiduities ihould tell it for me. But, alas ! 

patient 
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patient a flidu hies could tffcSt little, when placed in 
competition with the more fubltantial qualifications 6f 
my. friend, namely, affiirance and three per cents; 
By means of thefe, Frank increafed fo tapidly m the 
damfel's good graces, that in the fpacc of two months 
he led her to the altai*. I had, during the progrefs of 
my paffioii, with a prudence rarely attainable by per- 
fons in that (ituation, concealed it from my friend ; 
nor do I think Rachel hcrfelf, with all her fex'^s pene- 
tration, ever once dreamt of it. Being foon cured 
of all remains of fondnefs, I fet out on my travels, 
and, year after "year, received from the Engliih newf- 
papers the important intelligence, that the wife (I beg 
her pardon, the laJyJ of Francis Homely, Efq. was 
delivered of a child. This brings to my mind an odd 
obfervation, made to me by a mdy of eminence, at 
Venice, that the EiigliOi, wifely' knowfng that the 
true wealth of a country confifts in its population, never 
fail to record the birth of a child in all their public 
prints. But to proceed in my ftory. 

Fourteen years had elapfed (ince the period of my* 
quitting England, and every year had witneflled an in- 
creafe in the noble family of the Homelys, In that 
prolific houfe, the human figure might be feen in all its 
ifaapes and gradations — ** ab ovo ufque ad mala"-^ 
from the infant '' muling and puking in the nurie's 
arms," up to the tall coquettifh girl aping the airs of 
womanhood. 1 had not been long landed when I re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Homely, acquainting ittc, 
among other things, that he had been long married to 
old Barnaby's daughter, Rachel, a woman ** poflefled 
of every accomplifliment to make the married (late 
happy ;" that ihe had already ileffid him with feven 
fons and feven daughters, as finq a fet as ever I faw in 
my life, and that nothing was wanting to complete 
bis felicity, but to find his frieod a witnefs to it* 
SccScc. 

o 3 Ca!^^ 
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Eager to enjoy the fight of fo much connubial hap- 
pinefs, I fixed an early day to dine M^ith him, and 
bufied myfelf in the anticipation of the elegant delights 
which my poetic imagination figured my friend to 
poiTefs. When the hour arrived^ I repaired to Mr. 
Homely's houfe, and was fliown into his ftudy, which, 
inflead of being furniflied with books and maps, was 
firewed about with go-carts, dolls, whifiles, penny 
trumpets, and ** cheap publications." I thought this 
rather flrange furniture for a library, and imagined 
that nothing fhort of the ingenuity of*^ the Sage of La- 
puta could extra£l food for ftudy from fuch a jumble 
of materials. Scarce had I made this reflexion, when 
my ears were alarmed with a tremendous found, 
which, afcending the ftaircafe, and burfting open 
the ^udy door, exhibited four of my friencrs root 
and fix of bis daughters, ihouting like wild Ameri- 
cans, with their arms flrongly fafl<ened with cordsy 
and urged forward by another of the hopeful race, who 
brandiflied a whip over bis head, and fent forth founds 
from it which might have filenced the thong of a 
French poftillion : this gentle paftime, it feems, they 
CdWcd playing at horfes. The infant banditti had paced 
round the room, and thrown down three chairs in their 
progrefs, when the fecond horfe in the team fell down, 
and was dragged by his playful afibciates along the 
floor, in fpite of his angry cries and remonftrances. 
It required all the authority of their father to quell this 
hideous din, who (bortly made his appearance ; and, 
notwithftanding the increafed wrinkles on his brow, 
welcomed me by a cordial (hake by the hand, and led 
me up flairs to the drawing-room, to introduce me to 
his wife. The drawing-room had difcardcd all fu- 
perfluous ornaments, and boafted a negligence and 
plainnefs that Diogenes might not have been afhamed 
of. In one corner two mifchievous urchins had torn 
open a new pack of cards, and were building houfes 

with 
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with them. In another ftood a cradle and caudle-cup ) 
while ru(h- bottomed chairs, back -boards, (leel collars, 
and (locks, ufurped the places of candelabrums, filk 
hangings, and mirrors. On my entrance, Mrs. 
Homely (hook two children from her lap, and one 
from her fhoulder, and arofe to welcome me ; exhibit-* 
ing to my aftonifhed view the once flender Rachel 
converted into a broad clomfy dame, with all the 
marks of premature old age. After the ufual ceremo* 
nies I took my feat : and now my torments com- 
menced. One child faflened my button with pack- 
thread to the back of the chair ; another pierced the 
calf of my leg with a black pin-; while a third infixed 
upon mounting behind me, and Twinging by my pig^ 
taiL I bore thefe tortures with the (irmnefs of an 
American captive, hoping that the call to dinner would 
put an end to my fuiFerings. But my expeflations 
were vain, ^nd I queftion whether Sancho fufiered 
hatf the vexation that I did during the^ mockery of a 
banquet, though I confefs my fufferings were alle«» 
viated by obferving that the reft of the company cams 
in for their (hare. Mrs. Homely fat at the head of the 
table with a rickety child on her knee, and infifted, 
like an indulgent mother as (he was, that nine of her 
numerous brood (hould feat themfelves at the board, 
which caufed all the din and difturbance that I ex- 
pedled. Two butter-boats were over fet bn the fatin 
breeches of Deputy Maroon ; the immaculate muflin 
of Mifs Bridle was fated-to receive the contents of a 
wine-glafs ; and, to complete the calamity, a fine leg 
of pork was entirely flayed, that the children might 
devour the" (kin, under the fignificant name oi crackling. 
My friend, not quite reconciled 4o matrimonial tram- 
mels, feemed rather difturbed at this fcene of folly and 
cnnfufion ; but his helpmate, who had long buried 
politenefs, and even decency, in the vortex of one 
inftindlive padion^ love for her offspring, was delight- 
^ 04 ed 
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cd with the buftlei and would net have the poor thiM^i 
Jnubbed for the world. She looked round upon her 
diftorted brood with exultation, even priding herfelf 
upon their defedls> and appeared to think that ihe bad 
obtained a difpenfation from rule and reafon, from the 
fole circumftance of having favoured the world with 
fourteen children. 

Now, Mr. Editor, is it not a fhame that a par- 
cel of idle fellows ihould fit down and write poetical 
panegyrics upon " wedded love," when it is notorious 
that nine times out of ten the married flate i^as I have 
defcribed it } We collegians, who take our ideas of 
lite from books, are apt to imagiric that marriage is 
attended by all' that elegant lelicity which . your 
Thomfons and your Shenftones defcribe. I cOntefs, 
that at the age of nineteen fuch was my opinion ; but 
the cafe of my friend Homely, and twenty other cafei 
which I might produce, have fince tended to diminifll 
my credulity. Tell me. Sir, I e ntreat you, why 
fhould Hymen'a torch and Cupid's b ow be thus eter* 
naliy at variance ? Show me the policy of this con* 
dudl, that one woman, elegant and filly, (hould, after 
marriage, fuffer her elegance to evaporate, and her 
fillincfs to remain ; while another, who in her virgin 
Aate has charmed her admiring acquaintance with 
beauty, accompliOiments, and taAe, fhould.be con« 
lent, when a wife, to abforb all other qualifications in 
the duties of houfemaid and nurfe. 

I am, &c. 

Solus. 



THE FIERY ELEMENT PERSONIFIED. 

[Aficribed to Mi. Sheridan.] 

1 N poets^ all my marks you *ll fee, 
-* Since flafli and frooke reveal me : 
Su(pe6t me always near Nat Lee^^ 
E'en Blackmore can't conceal me, 

- In 



Ttffi CONtlCT. 

f n Mihon^s page I glo^* by art. 

One flame intenfe and even ; 
In Shakfpear's blaxe ! i fuddcn ftart, / 

Like lightnings flafi'd^from heaven ! 

In many more, as well as they, ^ 

Through various forms I (hift; 
I 'm gently lambent when I 'm Gay^ 

But brighceii when I 'm Swift, 

From fmoke, fure tidings you may get| 

It can*t fubfift withwJt me; 
Or find me, like fome fond coquet. 

With ^^xj fparks about me. 

In other forms I oft am ieen. 

In breafb of Ywng a^d Fair / 
And as the Virtues dwell within, 

You '11 always find ihe there. 

I with pure, piercing, 'brilliant gleams, 

Can firm Eliza's *" eye ! — 
With modeft, foft, ethereal beams. 

Sweet Mary^s* 1 fupply ! 

Ekdtmxon. 
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THE CONVrCT* 

[Prom the Morning Pgft] 
HE fun was dilating his orb |n the weft ; 



^ And the ftill feafoii's'meliowihg charm. 
Diffused through al Nature, was felt in the; b'maA^* 

And the breaft became kindly and warm. , ^ 
And mud I then part from thefe obje&s fo hit! 

In the pain of my.fpirit I faid : ^ 
Bur^ fubduing the thought, I nri'ade halte to reptir 

To the cell where thS convict is laid. 
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« Ladies Eliza and Mary Birmtnghkin, daii^hters of. the Kfiil o^ 
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The thick-ribbcd walls that o'crfhadow the gate 

Refound — and the dungeons unfold. 
I paufe ; and at length throueh the glimmeting grate 

That outcad of pity behoUl. 
His black matted head on his bofom is bent, 

And deep is the fieh of his breath ; 
Wl)ile with ftedfeft dejeftion his eye is intent 

On the fetters that link him to death ! 

'T is forrow enough on that vifage to gaze. 

That body difmifs'd from his care : 
But my fancy has pierc'd to his heart, and pourtrays 
. More terrible innages there. 
His bones are confum'd, and his life-blood is dried 

In wifhes the pad to undo ; ^ 

And his crime, through the pains that overwhelm him^ defcried, 

Still blackens and grows on his view. 

When from the dark fynod, or blood-reeking field, 

To his chamber the mov arch is led. 
All foothers of fenfe their foft virtue fhall yield. 

And filent attention fhall pillow his head. 
If the lefs guilty convict a moment ihould doze. 

And oblivion his fortures appeafe, 
On the iron that galls him his limbs mufl repole 

In the damp-dripping vault of difeafe. 

When full fain he would fleep, and has patiently tried 

No longer his body to turn. 
And the iron that enters fo deep in his fide 

Has enter'd too deep to be bof ne ; 
While the jail-mafHtf howls At the dull clanking chain. 

From the roots of his hair there (hall fiart 
A thoufand fharp punctures of cold-fwegiting pain. 

And terror ihall leap at his heart ! 

But now he half-raifes his deep-funken eye, 

And the nriotion unfettles a tear I 
It feems the low vpice of defpair to AippIVt 

And a Acs of me, why am I here } 
Poor vi6iim ! no idle intruder has ftood 

With overweening complacence our (latpi to connpare p 
But one whofe firft wifh is the wifh to be good, 

Is come as a brother thy forrows to ihare. 

At 
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At thy name, though Compaffion her nature refign, 

Though ill Virtue's proud mouth thy report be a flain. 
My care, if the arm of the mighty were mine. 

Would plant thee where yet thou might'ft bloflbm again*] 
Vain wifti ! Yet mifdeem not that vain^ I gricve-r- 

When Vengeance has quitted her grafp on thy hzmc^ 
My pity thy children and wife (hail reprieve 

From the dangers that wait round the dwelling of (hame, 

Mortimer. 



THE CELL OF THE ATHEIST. 

[From the fkme.} 

TN the worft den of human mifery, 
-*- Behold the hopelefa. and foriaken wretch, 
Who on the humid pavement naked lies, 
Tearing his burning ficfh f Then afk thy heart, 
O little greatnefs ! and let Nature's voice> 
Piercing the adamantine fhield of Pride, 
Tell thee, thy viftim is thy fellow, man ! 
Once Nature's darling, now a maniac wild t 
His intclledual treafures fcatter'd wide. 
By Periecution's ftrong and ruthlefs amv 
While he, an atom, flinnkfng from the ftomr, 
Fljes to an unblefs'd grave ! Was it for this 
His youth was pafs'd in toil — ^in mental toil — 
The hardeft labour? Dki the claffic fount> 
Such as Athenian (ages taueht to flow. 
For him diffufe its renovated ftreams, 
The Mufes bind his brow, the Virtues grace , 
His bland, inftin^Hve mind, to bow the flave 
Of barb'rous Ignorance? Did Fancy fmile. 
And bid his fingers fmitc th' Horatian lyre, 
His pulfes ihrob with the fine fervour ftrong. 
His depth of thought explore the wondrous page 
Which made Lot^inus live, himfelf to die 
Unbleft, neglected, indigent, and. mad? 
Did he, for this, with Newton climb the liars. 
And traverfe worlds unknown ? Or did the thrill 
Of heav'n-born Poefy through, ev'cy vcia 

0.6 Sact 
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Dart the elf6tric fire, whofe vivid glqw 
liluni'd the darken'd fenfe of Britain-'s bard* 
With full Promethean blaze, while at his touch 
Immortal themes,, imbodiedf burft to view» 
Angels, ami all the mighty hofts of Heav'n, 
Rangfd in tremendous glory ?— Pow'r Supreme ! 
Where is thy juftice ? Vi<flims fuch as thefe 
Make reafon ftagger; loufe the thinking foul; 
And, in the frenzied agony of wrongs, 
Prefcnt fuch fceptical ancl daring thoughts. 
That man difowns his Maker! Guilty Pride, 
The crime b thine, not his ; thy lofty ragje^ 
Infulting tyranny, and cdd difdainy ^ 
Pour'd fell oppreffion*^ torrent o'er his fenfe, 
Madden'd his ihrinking brain, and whelm'd his foul f 



ODE TO SUPERSTITION. 

[From the Mommg Chronicle.] 

'T'ERRIFIC fiend, thon monfter fell, 
-*• Why leave thy fittcft manfion— hell ? 

Thou tyrant of the heart, 
Thy^ifionary fpells can bind 
The firongefi pa&>ns of the mind. 
And raife each lovely thought which Vif tue can impart f 

Soon as thy fatal birth was known, 
Uprifing from his venom'd throne. 
The fiend pale Error fprung : 
Thy hideous form the Sorc'rcr.preft 
With kindred fondnefs to his breafl. 
While through th' infernal (hades exulting clamours rung^f 

When thy ufurping fangs afiail,. 
The facred bonds of Nature fail— 

Affedion fues in vain ; 
The frantic fufF*rer fpurns relief, 
Feeds on the luxury of grief. 
At thy command exults, and triumphs in his pain 1 

Thy. 



rnt toft Air9 thb PONi;r. j9i 

m 

Thy favage voice mankind obey !-*- 
The untam'd Indian owns thy fway ; 
His limbi, with gore irnbvedy . 
Are mangled with the pointed blade ! ' 
In vain kind Pity lends her aid. 
And groaning Nature monrns, and weeps with tears of 
blood! - 

.The mother bends with hagard eye^ 
And ibarcely djeigns to heave a jiigh 
Before the &me*s bright blaze; 
Thy dead*ning touch has fteel'd her breail, 
And, in her fatal error bleft,; 
Of her dear babe ihe views, uhmov'd', tKe parting gaze J 

Ah! haplefs parent, gaze no more-— ' 

JEIis tranfitory fcene is o'er. 

The guibing life-blood flows ; - 
For, loft amid the rolling fires, 
Thine agonizing child expires, 
While Superftition fmiles, ant} mocks the mother's throes ! 

I6I10T|». 



THE POPE AND THE PONEY. 

A LAMfiNTABLB, YET TRUE 8TOKT. 

[From fhc fame.] 

I 

MR. EDITOJti 

nPHE Abbe Barrnd, from whom t»e derive all our 

"^ religion, and who has taught us to be reconciled to 



Popery, and make an honeft womad of the W- 
of Babylon, has colleded together fo many caufes for 
the late revolutions in Europe, that it would be a cruel 
infult to the patience of the public toaflign one more^ 
-vrere it not that that om happens to be worth all the 
reft. The Abbe talks big of Plots and Conlpiracies^ 
Philofopbers, Illuminators, and every fpecies of in- 
trigue tending to overthrow the Holy Sa ; but his re<<' 
verend Worftip is quite miftaken— - 

If 
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It was all done by a porny ; and I '11 tell you the 
ftory: 

It was thecuftom on the eve of the day of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, to prefenl a white poney in great pomp to 
the Pope, which was tlie homage the iCing of N^les 
paid to the See of Rome. The late Pius had received 
the poney in due form for his firft two years. In lyy; 
the poney came with thefe words : <' As a teftimonj 
only of the devotion of the Court of Naples to St. 
Peter and St. Paul ;" juft as if dead Saints were to be 
mounted on white pomes. But the Pope> not willing to 
lofe the compliment, replied ; << We accept the pewy 
as a feudal homage of the Crown of Naples.^ 

Well, Sir, the next year the poney appeared with the 
fame words; and with great difficulty the Court of 
Naples was induced to fend another in the year 1780. 
Great reforms were now in agitation ; but a reconci- 
liation was adjufted between the two parties. The 
/d/i/jr was fent in.1781, and the mendicant friars were 
reduced from 16,000 to siSoa. Did you ever know 
fuch a poney ? 

Every year in the fame manner the poney was the 
fubjed of renewed diarm : the Court of Naples con- 
tinued the fuppreflion of monafteries, and (what every 
\xxit Anti-jacobin mv&xz^tC) deftroyed the Inquijitimut 
ftill the poney trotted to Rome till the year 1788. 
In that year ne poney appeared; and none has appeued 
fince. 

Now, Mr. Editor, did you ever hear a prettier Aory 
of z poney? I dare fay the plot-ditching Abbe knew 
all this very well ; but he did not chooTe to tell us that 
the decline of the Holy See was more owing to the 
withholding of Neapolitan ponies than the propaga- 
tion of French principles. Ye Voltaires, D'Alem- 
berts^ Diderots, hide your diminiihed heads ; or, if you 
dare to look up^ look at your four-footed ally in the 

anti- 
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anti-chriftian confpiracy, that does more than all of 
you put together. 

.But let us hope for better times for the reftoration 
of all things^-of Popes and of ponies : of Popes to 
ivhom homage is paid by ponies, and of ICings who 
will not refufe to prop the Holy See by a poney, even 
if they ihould have the trouble of fending to Shetland 
for it. 

I am Sir, yours. 

An Anti-jacobin* ■ 



I 



THE OLD HOUSE. 

[From the iame»] 
MR. EDITOR, 

WILL make my (lory as fhort aspoi&ble. I ani 
a furveyor or builder, and live near Pimlico. Some 
days ago a perfon whom I did not know called upon 
me, and told me he had a job which he wiflied me ta 
execute. As there i^ nothing that we furveyors like 
better than a good job, I handed him one of my 
bed chairs, and ftirred the fire up into a comfortable 
blaze. 

" The faft is. Sir,** fays he, ** about ten years 
ago there was a great riot in that part of the country 
where I live, about the price of corn and fo forth ^ 
and, although at the time I had really very little con- 
cern with that article, I could not prevent a mob from 
rifing and deftroying my houfe. It fo happened, that» 
when I wifbed to take pofleffion, a difpute was ftarted 
about the title-deeds, which, although the edate h^d 
been in our ^family for many years, had never been 
properly examined, and I coming to it by my grand- 
father's death,, thought myfelf fecure enough till the 
above affair happened. However, Sir, to make my 
ftory as Ihort as poifible, I have now a clear prolpeft 
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of recovering what I loft/ and wi(h to confult yoa 
about rebuilding my houfe : perhaps yoa may think me 
a little whimfical; but I wi(h to have it rebuilt exadly 
as it flood before.'* 

**, Very well. Sir, that may be done. I preAime 
you have a plan of it." — *' Why, no, I can't pofi- 
tively fay I have. Indeed there never was any phn 
of it drawn upon paper; for my anceflors altered and 
repaired it juft s» they pleafed. But I have fome no- I 
tion ofi it in my head ; and confefs I am fb attached 
to the old building, that I wifh to fee it replaced fione \ 
for flone, brick for brick, and beam for beam : — ^what [ 
fay you?" 

** Truly, Sir," without you can very accurately 
defcribe it, I am afraid we fhall find great difficolty 
in executing your purpofe. What do you reoocaiber 
of it r 

fHere he enumerated fome parts of the builjing, 
which are unneceflTary to be repeated.] 

*< Why, Sir, I muft confefs it would be almofl im- 
poflible to build fuch an edifice as you have' deicribed. 
{ fcarcely ever heard of fuch ,a one. It never could 
have been built to lad, nor could it afford that conafort- 
able accommodation which would induce a rational 
roan to live in it. Really, Sir, if the mob yoo men* 
tion had not rifen at that time, I do not fee how your 
noranfion Could have flood long. It appears to have 
been undermined by the addition of the jimerican fir 
you mention ; and you allow that moft of the timbers 
were rotten, and that the roof was extremely iU fup* 
ported and ready to fall in." 

" You have hit the cafe exaflly, Mr. Surveyor— 
you have hit the cafe : nobody could defcribe it better. 
And now what I want is, to have the building reflored 
exadly tnftatu quo^ with the old timbers and all thofe 
rotten materials which you have fo accurately de- 
fcribed." 

<«Good 
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** Good Heaven! Sir, you can't be fcrious? I 
never heard of fuch a propofition. In this country^ 
Sir, in whatever way a man's houfe may have beeii 
pulled down^ in rebuilding it he is always glad to avail 
himfelf of fuch improvements in the art as may fecure 
it from fimilar accidents." » 

<* Don't talk tome of improvements — I hate the 
very name^ 1 don't know what may be the cafe here ; 
but where I live we have been ruined by improve- 
ments ; and I '11 have lione of them.** 

** Nay, Sir, there niay be changes which are no 
improvements, and there have been innovations in our 
trade as well as others, and there are ignorant and pre- 
fumptuous men who have made a bad ufe of their op- 
)>ortunitieft; but we muft not argue from the abufe 
ttgainft the uf^ of a thing.'* 

<« I dbn't care; 1*11 hear of no new-fangled ways 
of building. I 'II have every thing as it was, or elfe 
I 'II ftay where I an), and livte upon charity. You 
lean furely be at no lofs to find rotten joifts and planks 
fit for my purpofe.** 

<^ No doubt. Sir, we have rotten planks and joifts 
enough, and people that are foiid enoughf of them, and 
ivill not allow them to be replaced by (bund timber : 
but (lill we don't build new houfes with them. I 
(hould be taken for a madman^ Mfere I to fet aboiit fuch 
a jab as yours. You might as well afk me to put the 
dry rot into a houfe.'* 

*• The very thing I want : gad, I am glad you men- 
tioned that. It is one of the things which mutt be re- 
placed, as well as every thing elfe^ good, bad, or in^ 
different." 

<* Then, Sir, I anfi forry I muft decline the honour 
of your commands on thofe terms. It may be nothing 
to me how you choofe to rebuild your houfe ; but my 
reputation would be deftroyed, were I,- with my expe- 
rience, to aflift you in To wild a fcheme." 

♦^ I am forry too, Sir, that you cbinot utvdtttaka 
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it ; becaufe, befides your acknowledged (kill, you have i 
more capital for great, undertakings, pay your meo l 
better, and can lie longer out of your money than 
mod of your profeffion. I have, indeed, already eni' 
ployed Tome perftins, but they are fo flow in their mo- 
tions, that I never could get them within many miles 
of the fite : it is all talk with them. There was \A 
fpring a Ruflian Architeftwho promifed to do the job 
for nie : but, although a friend of mine advanced mn 
money, he is about as far from the mark as wheo 
he began; and I have been told he is fo crofs-l 
grained that nobody can work with him. AnJj 
fo. Sir, as you decline it, I wifli you a very good ■: 
morning." 

You may be fure, Mr. Editor, I was very happf 
to get rid ot this man, who was fitter for Bedlam thai 
any other place, and might have done me the Lord 
knows what damage, if I had encouraged his mad 
fchemes. But now comes the demuement. Hehul 
not been gone half an hour when in popped a worthy 
friend of mine, to whom I could not help repeatisg 
the particulars of the above converfation, to make bin 
laugh. 

** Make me laugh!" faid he; " why, ray dor 
Sir, don't you perceive that this madman, as you call 
him, has been bantering you all this while, and thai 
this pretty ftory about his houfe, and his old timbeiSi 
and his rotten planks, is neither more nor lefs than a 
joke upon the ancien ngime of France, which thofe 
Counts, Marquifles, and Ex-Jefuits you dined with at 
Hampftead the other day, are perpetually contending 
for?*' 

I was fo confounded, Mr. Editor, at being thus 
tricked, that I had not one word to fay ; nor will I h) 
one word more, unlefs that I am 

Your mo^ obedient and 

Very humble fervant, 

Dic» 28, 1799* P£T£R Pilaster 

THI 



I 




( 307 ) 

i THE FEAST OF FOOLS. 

" [From the Monthly Magazine] 

I 

^npHE following pieces are tranflated from a work^ etti. 
^ ■■■ titled, ** Memolres pour Jervir a I* Htftoin de la 
JFite des FouSy qui ce falfoit autres Fois dans tluficurs 
f^i^ifisy par .M. du Tilliot aLaufanne et aGeocve^ 
jquarlo, 1741." They relate to a fubje£t which has 
excited conflderable inquiry among men of literature 
and antiquaries, and may therefore afford fatisfa£lion to 
various perfons who may not have happened to have 
feen the work from which they are taken. Indeed 
it appears from many ancient records, that though du* 
ring the barbarous ages the dramatic art was funken 
and degraded to the moft vulgar, ignorant, and offen- 
five buffooneries, it never wtfs entirely loft. 

The Feaft of Afles \ a folemn piece of bufibonery^ 
confifting of a proceffion of the prophets and perfons, 
iacr^ and profane, who had foretold the coming of 
Chrift. Balaam rode firft on his afs : after him the 
prophets, Ifaiah, Zachariah, and the Holy Elizabeth,^ 
John the Baptift, Simeon, the Erythrean Sibyl, Virgil, 
Nebuchadnezzar, with Shadrach, Melhach, and Abed- 
nego, and the fi^ry furnace. Quitting the cloifter, 
the proceffion entered the church, and (lopped between 
two rows of people, fuppofed to be one Jews, the 
other Gentiles, to whom the chanters addrefled them- 
felves. They then called forth the prophets who had 
mentioned the Meffiah. Queftions and anfwers were 
repeated, confifting of verfes from the Old Teftament 
on this fubjedl ; the fiery furnace was exhibited; 
Nebuchadnezzar made a fpeech; the Sibyl after- 
ward did the fame; then came the prophets, and 
all in chorus fung a mottet^ which ended the cere- 
mony. 

The 
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The Fcaft of Fools ; or, in fome places^ called tk! 
Feaft of Innocents ; or, the Feaft oi drunken Deacoov 
Deans, and PrieAs ; is fuppoG^d to have been in imM 
tion of the Saturnalia of the ancients, and of great im 
tiquity; A Bilhop ot Archbifhop^of Fools was ele&l^ 
in the cathedrals, and confecrated with numberlefs 1^^ 
fooneries; in which fpirit he folemnly beftowed hisll^| 
nedhSion on the people; and in churches that depeni"; 
ed on the holy fee, a Pope of Fools waschofen, widj 
burlefque ornaments and ceremonies, in imitation dlw 
.the real Pope. On thefe occafions the clergy affilUr 
at divine fervice, in mafquerade and pantomime dreflbil 
fome with caricature maflcs, others with daubed bcs 
to excite terror or laughter. Mafs being over, tbeii 
ran, leaped, danced, tumbled, and ftripped themfelTal 
almoft naked; ^fter which they were wheeled aboill 
the ftreets in barrows, and indulged in all the whid 
that imagination could fugged : fome adipg the buf- 
foon, others dreffing like women, or' afluming th 
mod monftrous forms. They even fang obfcene n 
well as fatirical fongs, and played at dice on tk 
altar, while the Prieft was celebrating mafs; folk 
fo highly were their follies and antics in vogue, tbt?. 
thofe who wifhed to difcountenance thefe praflicdL 
were regarded as worthy of excommunic^tioDv 
They fometimes Ihavcd their chief, in honour of 
whom the feaft was fuppofed to be made ; aol 
Vicars gamboled before him, fome holding lanterns; 
with ridiculous and even obfcene figures and imageiji 
and playing on fifes, drums, tongs, poker, &c. SoiM- 
times they led an afs in proceilion, ornamented withi 
Prieft's cope, and (inging, << Ho, ho, good Sir Aft 
&c." from a rubric compt>red for the purpofe« Thefe 
feflivals were not only held on the continent, but mol 
probably in England ; for, about the year 15309 in ai 
inventory of the church of York, a fmall mitre andt 

riif 
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Jhg for the Bifhop of Fools are among the items, 
^bis feftival was accufed of being heathenifli and 
Jolatrous by the Sorbonne, in 1444 ; to which its 
•pologids replied, " That their anceftors^ who were 
^iaveand reverend men, had always kept that feaft; 
jfld could they have better examples? Befide,*' faid 
^ey, ** the folly, which rs natural to us, and feems 
"> be born with us, isdiflipated by this exhilarating !ui<- 
,ual recreation. Wine-barrels would burff, if>thcjr 
id not give them vent-holes; and man is but an ill- 
looped barrel, which the potent wineofwifdom would 
Wtainly cracky if it were to ferment in anintdrrupted 
Jcvotion : we muft, therefore, occafionally give it aiff 
Tiat it may not be fpilt, loft, and profiilefs." Some- 
imes w^hen the mock Bi(hop had been drefled in his 
lontificals, followed by his almoner with a cope over 
lis fhoulders, and a pillow on his head,- inftead of a 
!>onnet, he went and feated himfelf in the epifcopal 
rhair, aflifledat divine fervice, and received the cufto- 
jfiarv horjoiirs. The fervice over, the almoner called 
•loud, ** Slletey JiletCy Jilenttam habeie :** to which the 
rhorus replied, *' Deo gratias.** The Bifliop of Fools, 
tfter having pronounced the adjuionum^ &c. gave his 
>cnedi:Slion ; which was iiniuediately followed b^ 
nock indulgences, thus diftributed, with affumed gra- 
vity, by his almoner: 

*« In behalf of the Lord Bifhop, may God grant 
^on the liver difeafe, with a bafkct-fuU of pardons, 
irurf on your fkin, and an itching beard ! HisLord- 
liip further beitous on you the tooth-ache in all plenty; 
i-nd 10 his other bounties adds the gift of a red tail.** 

We further learn ihat they had four forty of dances; 
he dance of the Deacons, the dance of the Priefts, thq 
lance of the Clerks, and the dance of the Sub-deacbns. 
They fung, too, what they called the profe of the 
tfs, or the profe of the fools. They had likewife the 
^rofe of the ox. The profe of the afs ftill exifts: 
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it was fung by a double choir; that^ at intervab, 
and by way of fymphony, imitated the braying of u 
afs. 

At the Feaft of Innocents, which was a kiodni 
branch or imitation of the Feail of Fools, the Frn-j 
cifcan Friars at Antibes ufed to be guilty of every iU 
of extravagance and abfurdity. l^he lay-brothers af* 
funned the power and the fun(Sions of the initiated; 
and the profeflfed Friars performed their menial officcL 
The former clothed themfelves in the facerdotal habiti^ 
but all in rags, if they could find them fcT^ and turd 
inCde out ; holding books the wrong ^ fide upward, vi 
pretending to read them with largp fpeflacleSi that, 
mftead of glafs, were of orange-peel. They fao{ 
neither hymns, pfalms, nor mafles, but muttered cer* 
tain confufed founds, and occafionally fent forth tlie 
mod difcordant bowlings, accompanied with cvcij 
kind of grinning and contortion. 

Mere Folic, Mother Folly, or Mother Madcap, 
was the title of a facetious fociety, which is anciently 
fiippofed to have taken its rife from the above Feaft i 
Fools. It was moft celebrated at Dijon ; a counirf 
famous for its vineyards, and its antics were perfonnei 
in carnival time ; when perfons of quality difguifd 
like bacchanals, mounted on carts, and fung fongsi 
fatirizing the manners and follies of thofe times. Ibc 
members of the fociety wore fantaflic dreflcs of greeOf 
red, and yellow; with two pointed caps of the fame 
colours, garniilied with bells, and holding baubles^ 
on each of which was carved a fool's head. Mother 
Madcap was the principal perfonage ; and held ha 
court, and had her guards, horfe and foot, her domet 
tics, her magi ftrates, her chancellor, her mafteroftbe 
horfe, and every other mock officer of the kingdoOi 
The judgments (he pronounced were without appeal. 
On great occadons the fociety marched in pro- 
ceflion ; the foot-guards with coloi^ys flying ; yel- 
low, 
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low, red, and greeh ; painted with innumerable heads 
of Folly. A woman was feated in the centre, clad in 
the fame colours ; with the fame pointed cap, and 
holding the fame bauble; with numerous fool's heads 
projecting from her petticoat round her waift. They 
had large carriages or waggons, each drawn by fix 
horfes^ caparifoned with houfmgs of three colours, 
and condudted by coachmen and poftiilions clothed in 
the fame. Thefe carriages contained only thofe pcr- 
fons who fung fatiricaU fongs, drefling themfelves in 
imitation of the individuals they meant to fatirize. At 
the head of the proceflion four heralds marched, fol- 
lowed by the captain of the guards; to which fuc* 
ceeded the painted carriages, then Mother Madcap, 
preceded by two heralds, and mounted on a white 
horfe, attended by her waiting ladies, fix pages, and 
twelve footmen. Then came an enfign, followed by 
fixiy officers, fquires, falconers, the matter of the 
hunt, and others ; and afterward the (landard, accom- 
panied by fifty cavaliers, the fifcal officer, and his two 
counfellors, clothed in green ; and finally the Swifs 
guards. 

Semetimes Mother Madcap was drawn in a prodi- 
gious carriage, by twelve horfes richly caparifoned ; 
containing herfelf,. and aftors drefled for the cere- 
mony, who fung and recited their verfes, and were ac- 
companied by a band of muBc. This generally hap- 
pened when fome extraordinary event had taken place ; 
as robbery, murder, fedudion, abfurd marriages, &c. 
which incidents were reprefented as they had occurred 
The candidates who wifhed to be members of this 
fociety, appeared before the Fifcal ; Mother Madcap 
and her principal officers being prefent. The candi- 
date was (landing, the Fifcal feated. Queftions were 
put in rhyme, which were likewife in be anfwered in 
rhyme. When admitted of the fraternity, they gave 

him 
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him the three-coloured cap> and ailigned him eftaics 
in the moon. 

The following is the account of the reception of 
Henri de Bourbon, Prince of Conde, firit Prince of 
the bloody granted by the company of la Mere Folic 
of Diion, 1626: 

*« We ihe fuperlative, miralific, and fcientific 
voters of the Dijon infantry, regents of Apollo, and ci 
theMufes, legitimate, figurative children of thevciK- 
rable Father Time-paft, and of Marotte, or Fool'i 
Head, and of their children, grand-children, and great, 
great, great grand-children ; red, yellow, a' d greeni 
covered, uncovered, and all in rags; to all fools, arch* I 
fools, lunatics, heteroclites, madcaps, capricious poets, ' 
paper-fculls, and logger-heads; almanacs, old and 
new, pad, prefent, and to come, greeting ; double 
piftoles, diicats, and all the bad money of Portugal; 
new wine, without the gripes, or infurreclion of the 
entrails: vtho would believe it, the High and Mighty 
Henri de Bourbon, Prince of Conde, firft princcof 
the h\oo6 royal, houfe, and crown of 'France, knight 
every hair and in^h of him, who could have thought 
he would have honoured, by his prefeiice, the greaf)- 
bearded, guttling blades of Mother Madcap r and have 
deigned to demand in full allVnibly, to be matriculatrd 
and rc<.ognizated as he has been; yea, and covered 
with this nonpareil fool's-cap, laying his hand on the 
cap and bells, and fwearing, in the behalf of Follyj 
to a league (jffen five and defcnfive, thereby inviolably 
to maintain, guard, and fupport Fqlly in all points, 
and to aid and obey her on all occafions, requiring 
letters patent for this purpofe ; to which our redoubt- 
able dame and mother, being inclined full of our 
fcience, puillance, and authority, without- other 
preceding information, and in full confidence of his 
princely intentions^ (he has here with alacrity by thefe 

prefentsy 
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prefentSy hurly burly, with arms open and uncovered, 
received and impatronifed, we turn receiving and im« 
patronifing in our Dijon infantry in fuch fort and 
tpanner, that he (hail reniain incorporated in th^ in- 
terline cabinet, and generally^ as long as Folly fliall 
endure, may, by her confent, there remain, hold, and 
exercife at his pleafure whatever charge it (hall pleafe 
him in the honours, prerogatives, pre-eminences, au- 
thority and potency, which heaven, his birth, and 
his fword, have for him acquired ; that his Highnefs 
may manfully, and by force of arms, aid Folly in eter« 
nifmg herfelf, and that flie may not be impeded^ but 
with free egrefs and regrefs may expofe her merchan* 
dife, may trafHt with all countries, and be every where 
free, and every where enjoy her privileges ; on which 
confideration his Highnels is nermitted, whenever iht 
whim (hall take him, te add folly to folly, and guinea 
to guinea, ante/ub-anti per-anti, without intermiffio^t 
diminution, or interrogation, except when his ja^ 
wags : therefore, on thefe conditions, and in reward 
of his valour, we have afligned, and do ailign on ai|r 
fields of Mars, the fpoils which he (hall himfelf take 
from the enemies of France, for which no man ihaU 
make him accountable* Granted and defired Qn be* 
half of his Highnefs. 

'^ At Dijon *t is done in broad day, nbt by ftealth, 
The Prince being prefent, we drink to his health. 
In one tboufs^d ux hundred^ one (ix and one twenty. 
Where fools, it is plain, art; aflembled in plenty*'* 
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PIZARRO THE UNIVERSAL TOPIC! 

[From the fame.] 
MR. EDITOR, 

' A S I am naturally fond of variety, and wifli to pat, 
'*^ although by decent and not precipitate gradations, 
from one fubjedl to another, whether that fubjedtbe 
of the amufing, the political, or the buflnefs kind, I 
am not wellpleafed when 1 find the public determined, 
as it were, to (land ftill and devote their whole atteO' 
lion to one thing only, I do not like to hear people 
fay, " Now we have got a fit fubjefl for converfatiofl 
through the reft of our lives, let us clefpife and forget 
every thing elfe.** And yet. Sir, fomething very like 
this I have certainly heard fince the firft performance 
of Pizarro ; the very words may not have been cx- 
prcfled, but as I have fince heard nothing but about 
jPizarro, it is but fair to conclude that the fentiment 
prevails. Now, Sir, I fliould really be glad to know 
how long this play is to engrofs our attention, or 
whether fafhion, in fome evil hour of omnipotent 
fway, has not decreed that both at bed and at board, 
whether walking, riding, fitting, eating, or drink- 
ing, whether in town or country, in church arid 
fynagogue, in the fenate or at the bar, we are to hold 
no converfation for the remainder of our lives unlefs 
about Pizarro. 

I fay, Sir, I really (hould be glad to know this ; 
for although I am ready to allow all the merit due to 
this play in all its editions and tranflations, and as 
many more editions and tranflations as the admirers of 
Kotzebue, or the mutilators of Kotzebue, (hall in 
their great liberality be pleafed to give us; and although 
I would not for the world throw out the leaft hint of 
difapprobation or exception to any one line or word 
that either Kotzebue, Mr. Sheridan, or any of the 

traoilatprs 
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tranflators or mutilators aforefaid, have written or 
fhail hereafter write ; yet 1 own my failing : I do not 
like to be Pizarroed out of my memory and recollec- 
tion in every company I enter, and every fociety I 
frequent. I ihall make no objedlion to Pizarro at 
Drury Lane, or in the bookfellers' (hops ; but I do 
not like to meet him at the corner of every ftreet, to 
fee him lurking among the dilhes of the table, difput* 
ing or caufing difputes among the quidnuncs of the 
coffee-houfe, and following us not only to the doors, 
but half up the ailes of the churches. 

Yes, Sir, monotonoufly grievous as this is, if it 
were all, it were nothing to the giant ftrides Pizarro 
is taking to annihilate all fubje<As of converfation but 
himfelf. He marches througli Germany, and Swit- 
zerland, and Italy, and in a moment obliterates the 
memory of the Archduke Charles, of Marlhal Suwar- 
row, and General Moreau. In Egypt he combines 
with Sir Sidney Smith and that other hero, whofe 
name is eafier to write than pronounce, 'Ghezzar 
Pacha, to annihilate Bpnaparte ; and as to France, he 
has really and truly rendered the affairs of the Direc- 
tory and the Councils not worth talking about, com- 
pared to himfelf. Is fuch a monopoly of human at* 
tenlion to be tolerated ? . a monopoly compared to 
which, the Ireland-Shakefpeare, or Shakefpeare- Ire- 
land, was a meteor which glided by me in a mpmenty 
with Edmund Malone and George Chalmers hanging 
at its tail ; compared to which, the difpute about the 
author of the Purfuits of Literature took up no more 
time than the authorfhip of a halfpenny ballad or 9 
Vauxhall fong generally occupies. 

This is a ferious conflderation, I alk again, ate 
we to be thus eternally Pizarroed out of all we ever 
knew or heard, all that is faying and doings and has 
been faid and done in this wide world } Is the Royal 
Society, or the Antiquary Society, to have; their la- 
Pi V^^^^'^ 
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hours neglededy in order toafcertaiii the merits of 
Pizarro i Is the Parliament to neg1e£l all a^s of 
their own making, for the 6ve ads Mr. Sheridan his 
prefented to the public ? Is the Bench of Bifhops, 
converfant as they are in iranjlatlonsy to determine who 
has done mod juftice to the German dramatift ? Are 
counties, cities, and corporations, to aflemble and 

frefent petitions and remonftrances on the merits of 
izarro ? Are the clergy to recommend Pizarro by a 
trif/revLd in all churches and chapels? In a wofdi 
Mr. Editor, is Pizarro for ever to engage the atten* 
tion, the thoughts, words, and adions of^ ^' all people 
that on earth do dwell ?" 

The diftrefles of an individual in fuch a cafe mayi 
perhaps, appear trifling, and be laughed at ; but I 
cannot help faying, that not being aware cyf the uoi- 
verfal mandate to << fpeak nothing but ivhat had 
Pizarro in it," I have lately got into feme whimficd 
fcrapes by attempting to direSt the converiation to 
other topics. Indeed among my acquaintances I fliouid 
give lefs offence by aflcing for money, than by pat- 
ting a queflion that had no connexion with the dear 
Pizarro. 

The hiSt, however, is, that, having by fome naeam 
efcaped the general contagion, I flatter myfelf I an 
qualified to give a more impartial criticifoi on this 
celebrated play than many others ; and as 1 have ever 
found your publication open to the advocates for both 
fides of a queftion, I fhall now take the liberty to tell 
you exadly what I think ; and this I hope to be able 
to efFe£l, as far as human infirmity will permit, with 
the utmoft candour, with all due deference to thofe 
who may differ from me, and without any of that 
authoritativenefs, petulance, and pofitive aflertion which 
are fo frequent in polemical writings; and I hope 
without any fpark^or atom of << hatred, malice, and 
all uncharitablenefs**' 

Suppofing 
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Suppofingy then, that Pisarro is to be the objed of 
attention to all fucceeding ages, it does not appear to 
me, after due confideration of the niatter^ that it vfill 
lead to any very important difcov^ries in the philot 
fophy of chemj/iry. I really do not fee how the 
much-contefted points rcfpeding the prodiiftion of gas 
can be adjuded, even if the translators had done more 
juftice to the author. Nor can 1 conceive that our 
advancement in the healing art will be greatly pro-^ 
moted by placing Pizarro at the head of the College ; 
for although the firft four a£ts are but little altered 
by Mr. Sheridan, yet they throw no light on the 
dodrine of fever \ and although Cora is made iu 
the fifth to fmg a bravura fong, it will not deter- 
mine the rtfing controverfy ■ on the cow pox^ nor de- 
cide whether x\\^ gout be always an hereditary difeafe. 
If we pafs on to other branches of knowledge, we 
ihall perhaps find that the univer/al topic is fomewhat 
deficient in moft of them. We cannot, for example^ 
acquire a certainty in hiftorical fa6ls, when we feo 
that a hero who was privately murdered in one hiftory, 
is publicly killed in our play. Nor will our advances 
in geography, I am fore afraid, be greater under the 
reign of the monopolizing Pizarro, than when people 
ufed not to think it impertinent to mention fuch men 
as Vancouver, Peroufe, Parke, or Browne. With 
refpe£t to trade and manufadures^ indeed, I am ready 
to allow that fomething may be done ; but I unfor- 
tunately am none of thofe who confider making money 
as << the whole duty of man ;" and I remember the 
time when writers ufed to confult their fame, and- 
managers refped true tafle. But de mortuisj &c. 

It wouki be quite unneceflary to run round the circle 
of fciences, and point out to you exa£tiy whei% Pi- 
zarro may or may not come in contaS. Doubtl^fs its^ 
annihilating influence may mount upwards and afl^6l 

p 3 our 
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our agronomical fyftem ; and indeed from thofe beauti- 
ful inflated paragraphs with Which the morning papers 
have been for fome time diftended, I already perceive, 
to ufc an old faying, " that there is fomethi'ng \n ihe 
wind.* But, leaving fcience out of the queftion for a 
moment, I wifb, in the fame fpirit of candour which 
has hitherto animated my pen, to obferve, that, ip ray 
humble opinion, Pizarro will not afFeft the political 
Jiate of Europe fo much as fome very refpedJable tea- 
tablcs and crowded coffee-rooms have fuppofed. Suf- 
ficient time, I allow, it may be faid, has not been 
given ; but three months are elapfed lince the appear- 
ance of this f weeping comet- tail, and yet I can fee no 
material change in the difpofition of the French coun- 
cil, nor, except the late> vidory gained by Marlhal 
^warrow, have we as yet feen that it is likely to 
reftore the ancient ftates of Italy. Nay, ipvhat I ad- 
vance with more, yet I hope pardonable boldnefs, if 
we look nearer home, its effedls are not proportionate 
to the univerfality of its fame, it has not fhortened 
the number of taxes, nor the length of debates. Its 
influence upon religion and focial order'is ft ill deemed 
lefs than may be expeded from a zealous and cordial 
co-operation of the allied ppwers. We know it did 
nothing at Ralladt ; and, as fome think, there has 
bcen^ no privy council yet called upon the fubjefl. 
But what is more in point, I have it from a confiden- 
tial perfon in the office of Mr. Dundas, one of his 
Majefly's principal fecretaries of (late, that in the 
whole train of preparation now making for a fecret 
expedition, the merits of Pizarro have not once been 
fubmitted to the Board. ^ 

And now, Mr. Editor, if thefe things are fo, as I 
humbly conceive they will be found to be, let me, by 
way of conclufion, afk whether it will be worth 
while to edablifh a chaos in the world of fcience and 
politics, with the exception only of Pizarro ? Or 

may ^ 
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. may we not, as we have been accuftomed, give to' 

^' every thing its due and proper (hare of attention ? I 

r hope, Sir, that in a year or two (it would be prefump- 

^ tion to expe£l it focner) yie may again hear of Pitt 

J and' Fox, Su war row and Bonaparte, Jacobins and 

' Ami- Jacobins, Whigs and Tories, High Church and 

Low Church, Prefbyterians and Independents, for 

the gentlemen ; and caps, bonnets, flounces, ribands 

and falhes, elopements and crim, cons, for the ladiesy 

as ufual ; and that it may one day be as common to 

fay ** How do you do ?'' as it is now to fay «• How 

do you like Pizarro V* 

I am. Sir, yours, &c« 

A Lover of Variety. 



PARODY UPON GRAY»S CELEBRATED ODE OF 

"THE BARD." 

BY THE HON. THOMAS ERSKINE. 

[This Parody was written at Tritiity College, Cambridge, 
near Hvt and twenty years ago; and aroie from the cir- 
cumftance of the Author's Barber coming to late too drefs 
him at his lodgings, at the fliop of Mr. Jackfon, ^ti apo- 
thecary at Cambridge, where he lodged, till a vacancy in 
the College ; by which he loft his dinner in the Hall : 
when, in imitation of the defpairing Bard, who prophe- 
iied the deftru6lion of King Edward's race, he poured 
forth his curfes upon the whgle race oT Barbers, pred idl- 
ing their ruin in the fimplicity of a future generation.} ^ 

THE BARBER. 

A Fragment of a Pindaric Ode, from an old Manufcripl m 
the Mufeum, which Mr. Gray certainly had in hii e e 
when he wrote his *' Bard.*' 

I. 
" TJ UIN feize thee, fcoundrel Coe • 

•*-*■ Confufion on thy frizzing wait ; 
Hadft thou the only comb below, 

Thou never more fliouldft touch my pate. 

F 4 ew\i 
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Club nor queue, nor twided tail. 

Nor e'en thy chati'ring, Barber ! (hall avail 

To fave thy horfe- whipped back from daily fears ; 

From Cantabs' curfe, from Cantabs* tears 4'* 

Such were the founds that o'er the powder'd pride 

Of Coe the Barber fcaiter'd wild difmay. 

As down the fteep of Jackibn's Oipperv lane 

He wound with puAing march his toilA>me, tardy way. 

II. 
In a roona where Cambridge town 

Frowns o'er the kennel's (linking flood^ 
Rob'd in a flannel powd'ring*gown» 

With hagard eyes poor Erikine flood ; 
(Long his beard, and blouzy hair, 
Stream'd like an old wig to the troubled air ;) 
And with clung guts, and face than razor thinner^ 
Swore the lond forrows of his dinuer. 
** Hark ! how <each (Iriking clock and tolling bell 
With awful founds the hour of eating tell! 
O'er thee, O Coe I their dreaded notes thev wave. 
Soon fliall fuch founds proclaim thy yawnmg grave : 
Vocal in vain, through all this lingVmg day. 
The grace already faid, the plates all fwept away» 

in. 
" Cold is Beau ** 's tongue, 
That footh'd each virgin *s pain ; ^ 
Bright perfum'd M** has cropp'd his head : 
Almacks ! you moan in vain : 
Each youth whofe high toupee 
Made huge Plinlimmon bow his cloud-capt head, 
In humble Tyburn top we fee, 
Efplafh'd with dirt and fun-burnt face ; 
Far on before the ladies mend their pace. 
The Macaroni fneers, and will not fee. 
Dear loft companions of the coxcomb's art, 

Dear as a turkey to thefe famifti'd eyes, 
Dear as the ruddy port which warms my heart, 

Ye funk amidft the fainting MifTes' cries- 
No more I weep — they do not fleep i\ 
- At yonder ball, a fturdy band, 
I feem them fit ; they linger yet, 

Avengers of fair N^tur^'s baftd j 

With 



With me in dreadful refolution join, 

To crop with one accord, and ftarve their curfed line," 

IV. 

** Weave the warp, and weave the woof, 

The winding-flieet of barbers' raccj 
Give ample room and verge enough 

Their lengthened lantern jaws to trace. 
Mark the year, and mark the night, 
When all their (hops ihall echo with affright; 
Loud fcreams (hall thnyagh St. James's turrets ring, ' 
To fee, like Eton boy, the King ! 
Puppies of France, with unrelenting paws 

That fcrape the fbrerops of our aching heads ; 
No longer England owns thy fnbblifli laws. 

No more her folly Gallia^s vermin feeds. 
They wait at Dover for the firft feir wind, 
Soup-meagre in the van, and fnuff ; roaft beef behiiKL 

v. 

" Mighty barbers, mighty lords. 

Low on a greafy bench they lie I 
No pitying hoMt or purfe affords 
A fixpenoHbr a mutton-pye !' 
Is the mealy 'prentice fled ? 
Poor Coe is gone all fupperlefs to bed; 
The fwarm tliat in thy (hop each morning (at, 
Comb their lank, hair on foi^head flat : 
Fair laughs the mom, when ^||l the woiid are beaux. 

While vainly ftrutting thiough a filly land,. 
In foppi(h' train the puppy Barber goes ; 

Lace on his ihirt, and monev at comnuuid, 
Regardlefs of the ikulkingliaihff's fwav. 
That, hid in fome dark court, expe£b ms ev'ningiprey. 

VI.. 

** The porter-mufi; flU bigb^ 
Bak*d curls andlocks prepare; 
Reft of our heads, they yet by wigs nuiy live ; 
Clofe by the greafy chair 
Fell thirft and famine lie. 
No more to Art will beauteous Nature give. 
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Heard ye the gang of Fielding fay, 

Sir John *, at lail we 've found their hauiit ; 
To defperation driv'n by hungry want. 
Through the cramm'd laughing Pit they Heal their way? 
Ye tow'rs of Newgate ! London's lafting {hame. 

By many a foul and midnight murder fed, 
Revere poor Mr. Cbe the blackfmith's f fame," 
And fpare the grinning Barber's chuckle head. 

vn. 
" Rafcal ! we tread thee under foot, 

(Weave we the woof; the thread is fpun :) 
Our beards we pull out by the root : 

(The web is wove — your work is done,)'* 
** Stay, oh ftay ! nor thus forlorn 
Leave me uncurl'd, undinner'd, here to mourn. 
Through the broad gate that leads to College Hall 
They melt, they fly, they vanifh all, 
But, oh ! what happy fcenes of pure delight, . 

Slow moving on, their (imple charms unroll ! 
Ye rapt'rous vifions, fpare my aching fight ; 

Ye unborn beauties, crowd not on my foul ! 
No more our long-loft Coventry we w|||kc 
Ail hail ! ye genuine forms ; fair Natuve^s ifTue, hail ! 

vni. 
^* Not frizzed and fritter'd, pinn'd and roll'd, 

Sublime their artlefs locks they wear. 
And gorgeous dames, and judges old. 

Without their t^tes and wigs appear. 
In the miclft a form divine. 
Her drefs befpeaks the Pennfylvanian line, 
Her port demure, her grave, religious face, 
Attemper'd fweet to virgin-grace. 
What fylphs and {pirits wanton through the air ! 

What crowds of little ^ngels round her play ! 
Hear from thy fepiHchre, great Penn ! oh hear ! 

A fcene like this might animate thy clay. 
Simplicity, now foaringas (lie fings, ^ 
Waves in the eye of Heav'n her quaker-colour'd wings. 



^ Sir John Fielding, the a^ive Police Magiftratc of that day*, 
't' Cj<:'s tataer, the blackfmuh of Cambridge. 

IX. 
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IX. 

" No more toupees arc feen 

That tttock at Alpine height, 
And queues with many a yard of riband bound. 
All now are vanifh'd quite. 
No tongs, nor torturing pin. 
But ev^ry bead is trinun'd quite thug around : 
Like boys of the cathedral choir. 

Curls, fuch as Adam wore, we wear. 
Each fimpler generation blooms more fair, 
Till all that 's artificial (hall expire. 
Vain puppy boy ! think'ft thou yon' efTenc'd cloud', 

Rais'd by thy puff, can vie with Nature^s hue ? * 

To-morrow fee the variegated crowd 

With ringlets (hining like the morning dew. 
£nough for me : with joy I fee 
The different dooms our fates afilgn : 
Be thine to love thy trade and ftarve ;. 
To wear what Heaven beftow'd be mine." 
He faid, and headlong from the trap-ftairs' height, 
Quick through the frozen ftreet he rail ia fliabby plight* 



A 



THE MILITARY TAYLOR- 

[From the La«ly*s Monthly Mufeuoi] 
MR. EDITOR, 

S you profefs to be the . f riepd and patron of our 
fex exclu{ively> I am encouraged to flate my 
awkward fituation^ ariOng from an abufe of that moft 
laudabk principle which has fo nobly Simulated tha . 
other fex to unite in arms for the defence of their 
country. As this evil is become very general^and is. 
caufed by perfons ranking themfelves as Volunteers^ 
without having one requrfite for a military character,, 
it demands the more immediate redrefs. I hope, there* 
fore^ you will take the following circumftances into 
your con (liberation, and adopt fuch means of reproof 
as may tend to relieve our lex from the inconv«nien« 

p 6 cies 



eies they fuffer from their fvreethearts and hufbands 
negleding their bufiners» and expofing themfelves to 
ridicule. Inftead of contributing in the lead to that 
military defence, which can only be formed by charac- 
ters whofe age, perfons, talents, and circumftances^ 
are particularly adapted to the profeffion^ of a foldier, 
they lofe their time, fpend their money, contmdl ha- 
bits of idlenefs and vanity, render themfelves con« 
temptible, and, ivhat is worfe for their wives and 
families, they (hamefuUy neglefi the main-chance, 
Mrhich, you know, is a word of moft copious meaning, 
in all that concerns domefiic fupport and economy* 
But, to relate my unhappy fituation. 

You muft know, that, in the days of peace, when 
French fraternization, French liberty, and French 
politics, were words of no meaning, or at lead not 
fignifying the deftru£iion of all focial order and wel- 
fare, I refigned my heart to a very fober, honeii, and 
induurious taylor. Thefe qualifications gave my fa- 
ther the moft rational hopes of feeing the comfort of 
his daughter increafe with her years, and his grand- 
children. To be fure, our courtihip was not accord- 
ing to the old adag^— ^<* Happy the wooing that is not 
J^.doingJ** To confefs the truth, it was rather 
Jedious ; aVhough I reconciled myfelf with repeating 
fomjetimes, but opt without a little inward mortifica- 
tion — ** Marry inbafte, and repent at leifure/' 

Well ; years and years rolled on, and I was bkft 
<6 fee my father happy in his anticipating the comfort 
he ihould derive iji two or three grandchildren. fi«t 
afl this timi^^faere was no afiual talking of a wedding. 
At lad it was determined that Billy Buckram (faouid 
go to London, where he might fee tafiiions, and com« 

}>lete him&lf in his bufmefs. To this I readily con- 
ented, and faw him depart upon the roof of the mail- 
coach with tolerable fortitude. Indeed, for fome 
lioic^ I h^d nor caufe for complaint, until the Iztt 

three 
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three months of his ftayii^ in London-; for, dnring 
all thi€ time,. I received trom him only one letter, 
which was as follows. But I mud firA obferve, that, 
although I am a much better (cholar than Bitty is a fol- 
dier, to tranfcribe this epiftie^ en militaire,. has coft mo 
a deal of trouble* 

" MY DEAR MOLLY, 

<^ By the mnltitode of my manceuw-et^ I have 
}ately been fo hindered, that I could not timdle the 
pen to your fatisfaAipn ; but (hall now inter myfelf m 
volunteer under Colonel Hymen, and mean to rank 
myfelf among the braveft of hi& earfs* Ob, MoUy^ 
Molly I could you behold yottr Billy, when, like Alex- 
ander, he msrcbis before the Statiras and Roxanas of 
the prefent day ; or when, like Julius Csefar, hebniYe» 
the dangers of wind and weather — bow you would; 
blefs the hour he ever came to London ! Tell me not 
of inconftancy ! Not a day paffes but I dif charge wholr 
voUies of fighs for the taking poffeffun of your 
charms by a coup de main. You kt I have learnt 
French by coming to London. Truth is the fUkeU 
guard of my afleAion, and the ]o\'e I bear to dear 
Molly is the van^guard againft all other pafliont. And 
no wonder, (ince my heart is flanked b^ your variouf: 
perfeAions, which have proved a firfEcieftt drfenem 
againft the feu de jeye of bright eyes that meets me 
from both rank and file* 

^ But, adieu; I muft greund mf earms. The dmos 
beats for our corps to receive their colours from the 
fair bands of the Lady of Captain Quill, the attoraey* 
^< Your fbldter in arms, 

'< Panthig for your charms, 

*' Amid war's alarms, 

" B.B.'* 

Did ever mortal read Axch a farrago of nonfenfe? 
But this is not all. It was only two days after I re^ 
ceivcd the lelteff> that a firknd cane and asmounced 
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the arrival of Billy. But, oh gracious! \rhat a £gare 
prefented itfelf ! As he entered the glafs door which 
opens into our (hop, how was I thunder-ftruck at his 
appearance ! Imagine.to yourfelf what my furprife 
muft be, to fee a figure, four feet eleven inches high, 
marching in all the parade of military confequence 
towards me. On his head was a fur cap, the point 
of which was elevated above his forehead |wo and 
twenty inches. He had a red jacket, fcarcely reaching; 
below his waift. His flioulder, the higheft of the 
two, was prelfed almoft to the level of the other by 
the weight of a very heavy muiket. Notwithftanding 
thisftrange difguife, I knew him, and was haftily ad- 
vancing to exprefs. a fond welcome, when he ab* 
ruptly. fufpended my kindnefs, by crying out io a 
moft commanding manner—" jittenti9ny Mdlly^** He 
then began fome monkey-like geftures, which I knew 
nothing about ; but inflead of his prefenting his arms 
to embrace me, he prefented his firelock with a threat-^ 
ening air. I now thought it was high time for me to 
run away, although he called after me — •' Stand at 
ea/t'^Keep your ranks — Halt^ To be furc, Billy 
laughed heartily at my ntreaty as he called it^ and (aid 
it was the beft and luckieft manoeuvre he had feen a 
great while.^ It might be thebeft, but it coulflnot b& 
the luckieft r for in his purfuit of me he run hisgua 
through the glafs dpor, and fhattered it to pieces* 
But all this was nothing to his behavioural church ; for 
laft Sunday he perfuaded me, fomehow,. to plight my 
troth to him* When the minifter, aftoniihed at hi» 
figure, ftood a moment in fufpenfe, he pointed to the 
book, and in a furious tone bid him Hantik arms f 
And when we were to kneel, Billy hiA vae ground my 
ARMs.inftead of knees. Oh! how my heart ached for 
his folly ! But to proceed — In prefenting the ring he 
faid, yoin your right hand to your firelock : and when 
the ceremony was concluded, he thundered out — *To- 

thi 



TBI MILltART TATLOK, 397. 

ihe lefty whiih But my mortifications were not yet 
ended. He bad infifted that we fhould go to church' 
/;/ militairey as he called it^ although my father faid it 
was a bad omen. Ill handing me into the chaife-carty 
his fword unfortunately getting entangled among the 
fpokesof the wheel, threw him from his equilibrium^ 
fo as tb caufe him, fn plain Engliih, to fall, as it is 
commonly exprefled, clean in the dirt. Fortheiirft 
time fince his arrival he forgot his military exprefSons, 
and lamented, in fimple but very forrowful terms, the 
injury done to his fcarlet jacket. However I may 
from habit foon learn his military phrafes, yet I can* 
not but ferioufly think very great inconveniencies may 
attend his adopting the military profeflion. I anticipate 
what I may fuiFer from his reiigning the management 
of histciflars for a firelock, his needle for a fword, his 
thread- paper for a cartridge, and his goofe for a car* 
touch-box. 

Thus attached to his military habits, he is every in- 
ftant lofing his chara£ter and connexions. He is no 
longer the peaceable and induftrious Billy Buckram. 
He begins to diflurb the tranquillity of our neighbour* 
hood by his military darings. What profpe£l is there 
of my having a decent fupport ? Can a wife have any 
rational dependance on oiie who has thus deferted his^ 
real intered to rank himfelf a volunteer ; ' on one who 
has changed his comfortable woollen cap for that of a 
grenadier, in which he (Iruts all day at the ihop door^ 
or at fome neighbouring public houfe, when he tells 
his cuftomers that thej^ety of their r^ww/ry demands of 
them to wait with patience for the clothes they have^ 
ordered from him ? 

Do not fuppofe, that, in blaming my hufband for 
this military mania, I mean any cenfure of thofe whofe 
eflate or property in the country, and whofe avoca- 
tions and patriotifm, lead them to take fo laudable an 
jntereft as to.fank themfelves among its gallant and 
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eSeSiiyt defenders* No; I honour them for it; and 
the firft wiib I can form in their favour, is, that— • 
protedled as we are by the wooden walls of Old Eng- 
land, they may never be called ufKm to prove their (kill 
and courage in any real engagement. At the fame 
time, I could wi(h you to infert the above as hints- to 
the Billy Buckrams of the age. Hemind them, that, 
as charity begins at home, they fliould ufe their rMv- 
rage in conquering that idle vanity which expcrfes them- 
felves, their wives, and families^ to the danger of be- 
ing attacked by M the wants that rani themfetves under 
i^ tattered Jimdardoi indigence. 

1 am your very obedient fervant. 
And real admirer, 

MOI.JLV BtlCKRAM^ 



1 



NEW ARRANGEMENT OF PATCHES. 

[From the fame.] 
MR. EDITOK, 

DO myfelf the honour, through the medkim afjauft 
elegant and widely-circulated Mufeam, of infimn- 
ing all the fair ladies in Great Britain, that 1 have 
formed a feledion of CharaAeriflic and Secret PatcheSr 
which I defign for their fervke. It will fave them 
and others an infinity of trouble ; and I (bally with* 
pleafure, (how them where to place them with cSc&r 
if they will apply at my Miroir Sedkfin Bond Street.. 
The following is a fpecimen of my catalogue and ai» 
rangement of Charadeziftic Patches— 

CATALOGUE, &C. OF PATCHES.. 

The Impaffionei — at the corner of the eye. 

The Gay — upon the fold of dimple which the oheek 

forms in laughing. 
The Ga/Z0;i^— on the middle of the cheek. 

The 
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The Kiffing — at the corner of the mouth. 

The Dajhing — upon the nofe. 

The Coquette — 'upon the lips. 

The Langttijbing — under the left eye. 

The Secret — upon a pimple, &c. 

But I (hall engage to indrud ladies to form a per- 
fect fecret-graph by the arrangement of Patches: a 
fingle one on a particular fpot (hall be an hieroglyphic 
of no fmall (ignificance. By this they (hall form affig- 
nations, with the when and the where — they (ball 
break them W, with the wb^ and the wherefore^ and 
exprefs a difappointment without a tear or a figh. 
' I am in (Irong hopes, through patronage, matron- 
age, and mifs-age, to obtain a patent for the Pateh^ or 
Secret'graph. 

Miroir Sallt. The Ft appir. • 



A 



NEW MATRIMONIAL PLAN. 

mOVINCI AL publication (ays, that a itATRt- 
Mom AL PLAN is propofed to be cftablt(hed; 
throughout every county, city, or town» in England 
or Wales, under the management of a k\e£t number* 
of clergymen* as chaplains to this edabliihment. Ita 
titles and ftyle are high and fonarous-^^' A new and. 
original imperial and royal plan, according to the ufage 
of the Potentates and fovereign Princes of Europe^ as 
well as in all the poli(hed courts throughout the known 
world !^' being a nuptial fociety, or inftiimion for Ma- 
trimonial Intercourfe. 

The fyftem of this curious, and it ihould feem ac- 
tually feriousj plan — as far as we can learn — is as fol- 
lows : — Every pcrfon, of either fex, who dedres to 
enter into a treaty of marriage, is firft to Juhjcribt a 
certain fum. All ladies and gentlemen to defcribe 
Ihcmfelves, by real or (iditioos names, as they may 



330 MBW MATRIKCOlflAL PLAN. 

choofe ; and give a detail of themfelves after the fd-* 
lowing manner: — 

Firll Clafs. — I am 1 9 years of age, heirefsto a free- 
hold eftate, in Kent, of 500/* per annum, befides 
i5»ooo/. in the funds. Have lod my father, and under 
a guardian. I am of middle (ize, dark hair and eyes, 
perfon agreeable, temper lively, religion — that of my 
future hufband. 

Second Clafs. — 1 am 32 years of age, a viridow, in 
the glafs line, in London, have three [or noj children. 
Middle flature, light complexion, red hair, full made, 
and aq3 worth 3500/. 

Third Clafs. — ^ am tall and thin, auburn hair, one 
eye rather brighter than the other, adlive and conver- 
fible, having had a good education, am 24 years old, and 
live, with my father, who can give me 1500A down, if 
I marry with his approbation. 

The lift of Gentlemen alfp in clafTes. 

J^irft Clafs (in inftance). No. i. — A young gentle- 
man, juft of age, dark eyes and hair, tall and (lender, 
has an eftate of 500/. per annum, iii New Zealand, 
befides 20,000/. or rather lefs, in the Britifh funds. 

Second Clafs, No. 2. — A gentleman, 40 ycsars of 
age, a little corpulent, rather of a dark brown com- 
plexion, wears a wig, has a place in the Cufioms, and 
a fmall eftate in Suffolk, with 750/. in the funds ; rea- 
Ibnably well-tempered, and at times very lively ; reli- 
gion — of his fathers. 

Third Clafs. — A Clergyman 30 years of age, dark 
eyes and hair, robuft and healthy, enjoys three curacies,, 
and keeps a (mall fchool, of which he is heartily tired> 
and wifties fer a more active department, and is o£ a 
very affedionate difpofition. 

The fubfcribers to be furniflied with a lift of de- 
fcripttons, and when one occurs likely to fuit, to fig- 
nify the individual would be glad to correfpond with 

the 
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the number in queftion, &c.; and, if mutually ap- 
proved, the interview may be afterwards arranged. 



BOB THE WAITER. 

[From the Lady's Monthly Mufeum.], 

"Y^OU muft know that T am a waiter at a Chop^t 
•* houfe not many miles from the Royal Exchange, 
and am over head and ears in love with our cook maid, 
Sally. If you knew her, I am fure you would fay I . 
have not a bad tafte ; for flie is a charming creature ! 
Her eyes are as black as floes, her cheeks the colour * 
of rofes, and her teeth as white as ivory ; — ^thelovelieft 
mouth, the fweeteft ruby lips, the fineft neck! In 
fhort, take her from top to toe, '<. you ihall not look 
upon her like again." But the devil of it is^ Mr* 
Editor, (he treats my ardent love and adoration with 
the citmoft indifference and contempt. Tou never was 
crofled in love, perhaps \ if not, I hope you never will 
be ; for, believe me, it is a moft terrible thing!— as the 
poet fays (who, no doubt, was in the fame muation as 
myfelfj, 

** To love, and not be lov*d, ^s dreadful pain, 
When love fincere is treated with difdain !" 

I have made love to her a thoufand different ways^ 
and compared her to a thoufand different goddeffes ; 
fuch as Venus, Diana, Penelope, Cleopatra, and all 
the reft of them ; but to no purpofe. 

My head is fo full of her at times, that my mafter 
thinks I am going out of my mind ; for if a gentle- 
man calls for a mutton chop, I bring him a pork 
griikin ; a veal cutlet for a beak fteak, &c.; and when 
aiked for the reckoning, I make another (ixpenny* 
worth ; with various other miftakes^ equally extrava- 
gant. 
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Novr, Sir, if you will but fland my friend, I have 
great hopes that my cares will foon be at an end ; for 
ourhoufe-maid told me^ laft Tuefday fe'nnight, that 
Sally will have nothing to fay to me, unlefs I write 
fome poetry upon her, and put it in your Mufeum. 
My head, to be fure, was never cut out for poetry ; 
buji the hopes of obtaining fo rich a prize determined 
me to fry what I could do; fo at it I went diredly ; 
and, to tell you the truth, I fcarcely had a wirik of 
lleep till I had finiflied the under- written, which I did 
not accomplifli till laft night at twelve o'clock. 

So, God blefs you, Mr. Editor, infert it as foon as 
ever you can; and if it hasthedefiredeffedi, as I hope | 
to be faved I will treat you with a beef (leak, mutton 
chop^ veal cutlet, or any thing in the world you like 
better. Pray do not fail : if you do. Heaven know^ 
whether y4Mi will not have to anfwer for the death of 
poor 

July 15, 1799. Bob tbefFaiier^ 

To SJLLY^ at th — — 1 a^-hmfe. 

Dbav Sally*-emblem of thy Chopboufe ware» 
As Broth reviving, and as White Bread fair; 
As Small Beer grateful, and as Pepper ilrong. 
As B^i Steaks tender, as freih Hot Hearts young ; 
As (harp as Knife, and piercing as a Fork ; 
Soft as new Butter, white as faireft Pork ; 
Sweet as youngMptton, brifk as Bottled Beer, 'X 

Smooth as is Oil, juicy as Cucumber, I 

And bright as Cruet, void of Vinegar. J 

Oh, ^Uy ! could I turn and (liift my Love 
With the fame flcill that you your Steak can nK)ve, 
My Heart thus cook'd, might prove a Chop-houfe feaft, 
And you alone fhould be the welcome guefl. 

But, deareft Sal, the flames that you impart. 
Like Chop on Gridiron, broil my tender heart. 
Which, if thy kindly helping hand ben't nigh, 
Mufl, like an unturn'd Chop,- hifs, burn, and fry; 
And mull, at leaft, thou fcorcher of my foul. 
Shrink^ and become an vmdldin^uifh'd coal ! 
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REASONS FOR GOING TO MARGATE. 

' [From ths fame.] 

AfttrgmUp Jmg. 23* 
U A VING a little Tpare time, I left London for this 
'*' place. — **Ah!" faid I, leaning out at my win- 
dow^ In view of the Promenade, << that it fhould come 
to this! What pity that mankind, inftead of endea- 
vouring to leflen the number of their real evils, fliouM 
induftrioufly be increafing the catalogue of them, by 
adding fifiitious ones I This Margate is faid to be a 
place of healtti, and they are fick people who are faid 
to vifit it; yet, of all the crowd who now range be- 
fore my eyes, how few know for what purpofe they are 
come ! — How few are come for any purpdfe at all! 

'< One would think," continued I, growing ftill 
graver, << that the human heart fometimes felt, that 
the human mind fometimes thought, that human kind 
were not at all times afles. One would think, that 
the experience of yefterday might admonifh them to- 
day ; that the leflbns of to-day might be a (harp com- 
ment upon the morrow. Yet it is not the cafe. The 
experience of yefterday, and of to-day, and of every 
day, ferves only to this purpofe, — it becomes a load 
upon our backs; and, to drop -or forget the burden, 
we plunge into new purfutts. 

<^ At the leaft, this fame fcheme of exoneration is 
but a forry one. If, on walking upon yon narrow 
and clogged path between the two hedges, in my way 
to yonder ftile, a thorn pricks me in the foot, my fkin 
is lacerated by brambles, or a ferpent winds himfelf 
round my nnkle; if all or any of thefe misfortunes 
befall me, thed Ts in it if I walk there again to- 
morrow, or in any villanOu« place like it. Shall I 
not, think you, make all the fpeed I can to yon fmfooth 
and level way, which gradually afcends the hill with- 
out tiring me; where no thorn will prick me, no 
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bramble lacerate, and no ferpent wind round my 
ankle ? — 'T is a cafe in point. 

" If, in (leering my pathlefs way over this dreadful 
ocean which extends itfelf before my window^ I un- 
wittingly wander among the rocks and fands off the 
' North Foreland, endanger my%life> and efcape only 
with a very hard ilruggle; iT this misfortune befalls me, 
iball I not in my next voyage bear far off it, as from 
a hoftile (hore? Or (hall I, to avoid the fands on my 
right hand* plunge into thofe on the left, after the ex- 
ample of thofe good folks who are now walking in my 
view ? — If I do, I deferve to be drowned, indeed. — 
This alfo is a cafe in point, 

** Falhion!" I ftill went on, " this is all your 
fault. It is owing to you that tnefe poor people have 
fweatcd them felves down hither from the metropolis; 
it is owing to you that many of them know not for 
what purpofe they are come^ and many are come for 
no purpofe at all ! 

** Yet, I am not furprifed. King Cloten was un- 
happily fubje£^ to various difeafes. He was once 
feized with the yellow jaundice: the rapidity with 
which this difeafe became /^/(?;ra^/r was aftonifhing. 
In a trice, not a perfon was feen at court without the I 
yellow jaundice. 

** King Cloten was next feized with the palfy : the 
palfy was equally de(lru£tive among his courtiers. You 
could not turn a corner without feeing a paralytic 
wretch, (baking, nodding, and enfeebled. The court 
was like the court of Difeafe, and the poor king flood 
in the midfl of his courtiers like the king of Death ! 

*^ There was no end of this Jickly hCbion ; as ufual 
with the other fa(hion^, it defcended from the court to 
the commonalty ; and the king had the melancholy 
refle£lion to make, that he had infefied his whole 
kingdom with difeafes.— It is impoflible to tell where 
this would have ended, had not the king publiihed a 

declaration, 
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declaration, commanding all his fubje6ls to be well 
again, on pain of his ujing them ///.• and heat the fame 
time threatened, that the firft of nis fubjefts. who 
(hould report himfelf to be ailing with any of the fa- 
fhionable difeafes, Ihould be fent for to court, and be 
bled, bliftered, and purged into good health again in his 
own pre fence. 

** What folly!" continued I, dill moralizing, <« what 
madnefs! that we fhould be the flaves of this fame 
whimiical goddefs, Fafliion! — that we fhould wear her 
ev^r-changing livery, and fufFer her to make what 
things of us (he pleafes! — that we fliould havereafon, 
yet ufe it not! — that we fhould have tafle, yet gratify 
it not! — that we fhould be afliduous to plea fe others, 
rather than ourfelves. 

" Having thus difplayed the power of Fafliion, what 

' wonder fs it that (he fhakes her fceptre over the good 

company who vifit Margate, led by their whimfical 

and thriftlefs imaginations ! But let us hear them fpeak 

for themfelves." 

I left my" window, and walked down among the 
crowd.— ?.It was a young lady whom I firfl addreffed. 
— *^ Fair lady,** faid I, gently, << why cameft thou 
hither ?'* She replied, ** That it was in confequence 
of reading a receipt in the family medicine book, which 
aflured her that fait water was good for whitening the 
teeth:' 

Having fuch bad fuccefs with the young, I tried the 
old. — " Reverend lady," faid I to one who has re- 
mained at her fortieth year fince 1780, ** I wifh to 
know the purpofeof your journey to Margate.** 

" You do!" replied the, toifing her gray head 10 
my face. ^^ Why, what do you think it fliould be^ 
but to dance P** 1 left her. 

** Who is yon briik gentleman, that fails up the 
walk, fo placid and fo fmirking? Blefs nae! — can it 
be ? It /j— by all that's witty, it' is hiinfclf I— 
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Ah! — my fincere and excellent friend, c^mmeni vous 

va ? Surprifed — you at Margate ! The laft perfon 

in the world Why, I left you but Sunday evening 

in Richmond Gardens! In the name of the Mufcs» 
ivliat are you doing here fo unexpe&edly r*' 

<< I am come to get a chara^er.** 

" A character ! ^You aftoniih mej Mr. — — . 

You have not long wanted one^ Jure /" 

** Not very long *T is hut a month—- 

POiaw !" added the bard ; ^' you do not know what I 
mean. The char offer I want is for my new comedy — 
an original character — and the company having evacu* 
ated the metropolis, I have followed them hither, ta 
pick up one among the crowd." 

*< Oh ! now I underdand you. And, metbinkst 
fmce you are on the fpot, it would not be amifs to carry 
home fome fait alfo for thefeajining of it ; as it is faid 
that your comedies have been wonderfully infipieluA 
UffteJefs fince you left ." 

I thought it was now time to finifih my experiments. 
-Three perfons were examined; the firft vifited 



Margate to get white t^th, the fecond to dance, aad 
the third to pick up an original charader ! Z* 



THE MATRIMONIAL CREED. 

«rHOEVER will be married, before all things it 
^ ^ is neceflary that he hold the conjugal faith ; and 
the conjugal faith is this: — That there were two ra- 
tional beings created, both equal, yet one fuperior to 
rile other ; and the inferior (hall bear rule over the fu- 
perior": which faith, except everyone do keep whole and 
undefiled, without doubt he (ball be fcolded everhft* 

The man is fuperior to the woman, and the woman 

is 
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is inferior to the man ; yet both are equal, and the 
woman (hall govern the man. 

The woman is commanded to obey the man, and 
the man ought to obey the woman : and yet there arc 
not two obedient s, but one obedient. ^, 

For there is one dominion nominal of the ^v.fband, 
and another dominion real of the wife : and yet there 
are not two dominions, but one dominion. 

For like as we are compelled by the Ghriftian verity 
to acknowledge, that wives^muft fubmit themfelves to 
their hulbands, and be fuhjedl to them in all things ; 
{o are we forbidden by the conjugal faith to fay, that 
they (hould be at all influenced by their wills, or pay 
any regard to their commands. 

The man was not created for the woman, but the 
woman for the man ; yet the man (hall be theMlave of 
the woman, and the woman the tyrant of the man :• 
fo that in all things, as is aforefaid, the fubjeflion of 
the fuperior to the inferior is to b'e believed. 

He, therefore, that will be married, muft thus t;hinfc 
of the woman and the man. 

Furthermore, it is neceffary 'to fubmifTive matri- 
mony, that he alfo believe rightly the infallibility of 
the wife ; fur the right faith is, that we believe and 
confefs that the wife is fallible and infallible : perfedly 
fallible and perfectly infallible, of an erring foul and 
an unerring mind fubfifting; fallible as touching her 
human nature, and infallible as toucbins: her female 
fex ; who although ihe be fallible and infallible, yet 
(he is not two but one woman, who fiibmitted to law- 
ful marriage to acquire unlawful dominion; and pro- 
mi fed religioufly to obey ,_^ that flie might rule in all 
things. Thi^ is the conjugal faith. 
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AN IMPROMPTU, 

, ON A MRS. TJtOUT BBIKG DELIVERED OF A SON, WHO 
WAS AFTERWARDS NAMED JONAS. 

[From the Morning Poft.] 

I npHREE days and nights, afTerts the facred tale, 
-*- Jonas lay hid in belly of a whale— 
A greater wonder now by far 's come out, 
Jonas — from nine months' lodging in a Trout. 



EPIGRAMS. 

[From the Morning Chronicle,] 

CAYS William to John, in fplenetic fit, 
*^ Btfing flung by a pun, " Are you fitting up wit?'* 
" No, faith,'* quoth a wag, ** John has clearly difplay'd 
That his (lock 's very fmall, and he's leaving o^ trade!*' 

M. J. 



« WHY, Tom, od zooks ! 
Thefe mournful looks? 
Why thus to joy a ftranger ? 
,Your wife's not dead?" 
He (liook his head : 
*' Oh, no ! Jiie 'j out of danger?^ 



THE PIOUS PAINTER: 
a catholic siory. 
[From the Morning Poft.] 

n^HERE once was a painter '« ' itbplic days, 

■* Like Job, who efchcw* *tk^ 

Still on his Madonnas the ^ 

With applaufe and amaze is prsdfe . 

And delight was in piuo 

They 
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They were angels compar'd to the devils he drevxr, 

Who befieg'd poor St. Anthony's cell j 
Such burning- hot eyes, fuch a damnable huCi 
You could even fmell brimftone, their breath was fo blue. 

He painted the devil fo well. 

And now had the artift a pi£iure begun, 

*Twas over the Virgin's church-door^ 
She (lood on the dragon embracing her Son, 
Many devils already the artift had done, 

But this mud outdo all before. 

The old dragon's imps, as they fled through the air| 

At feeing it paus'd on the wing, 
For^he had the iikehcfs fo juft to a hair 
That they came as Apollyon himfelf had been there. 

To pay their refpedts to their king. 

Every child >at beholding it (hiver'd with dread. 

And fcream*d as he turu'd away quick ; 
TvJot an old woman-faw it, but, railing her head, 
Dropt a bead, made a crofs on her wrinkles, and faid, 

** God help me from ugly bid Nick!*' 

What the painter fo earneftly thought on by day. 

He fometimes would dream of by night ; 
But once he was flartled as fleeping he lay, 
* T was no fancy, no dream — he could plainly furvey 

That the devil himfelf was in fight. 

"You rafcally dauber!" old Beelzebub cries, 

" Take heed how you wrong me again ! 
Though your caricatures for myfelf 1 defpife. 
Make me handfomer now in the multitude's eyes, 

Or fee if I threaten in vain I" 

Now the painter was bold and religious befide, 

And on faith he had certain reliance; 
So earneftly he all his countenance ey'd. 
And thank'd him for fitting. With Catholic pride, 

And fturdily bade him defiance. i 

Betimes in the morning the painter arofe. 

He is ready as foon as 't is light ; 
Ev'ry look, ev'ry line, evVy feature he knows, 
,'T is fiefii in his eye, to his labour he goes, 

JVnd he has the old wicked one quite. 
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Happy man ! he is Aire the refemblance can't fail, * 

Tlie tip of the nofc is red hot, 
There 's his grin and his fangs, his (kin covered with fcale^ 
And that — the identical curl of his tail, 

Not a niark, not a claw is forgot. 

He looks and retouches again with delight; 

'X is a portrait complete to his mind ! 
He touches again, and again feeds his fight, 
He looks round for applaufe, and he fees with aflfright 

The original (landing behind. 

♦* Fool, idiot 1" old Beelzebub grinnM as he fpoke, 

And ftampt on the fcaffold with ire : 
The painter grew pale, for he knew it no joke, 
*T was a terrible height, and the fcaffolding broke. 

The devil could wifli it no higher. 

•* Help I help me ! O Mary !" he cried in alarm. 

As the fcaffold funk under his feet. - 
From the canvas the Virgin extended her arm. 
She caught the good painter, flic fav'd him from harm, 

There were thoufands who faw in the ftreet. 

The old dragon fled when the wonder he~fpied. 

And curs'd his own fruitlefs endeavour ; 
While the painter calPd after, his rage to deride. 
Shook his pallet and brufhes in triumph, and cried, 

" I *ll paint thee more ugly than ever.** 



BUONAPARTE TO THE FRENCH DIRECTSORY, 

GREETING: 

• [From the Orz^clc] 

A CCEPT, G Citizens ! a letter, 
'^^ Wrote from a tavern in Rofetta-r; 
Where I am dining at my eafe. 
On turtle foup, and lamb, and pleafe ;. 

A pigeon pie — a calfs head hafh'd 

A plate of fine potatoes mafh'd ; 

A Soland goofe and Chinefe pheafitBt;^- 

The reft I can't defcribe at pfticnt. . . 



w 



We 
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We drink Madeira, hock, and (heny, 
So officers and men are merry. 
At night we quaff full flowing bowls — 
You never faw fuch merry fouls ! 
But now to budnefs — ^h'ere we landed. 
And not a fingle foul was flranded : 
Fortune her favours fhowers on us, 
Fire can*t burn, nor water drown us ; 
All is propitious to our widies-^ . 
We fly like birds, and fwim like fifhes ; 
And as we marchM along, we taught all 
That every Frenchman is immortal ; 
That there 's no need of darns or flitches, 
To mend a Frenchman's ragged breeches 5 
That Frenchmen's coats can ne'er decay, 
However other mortals* may ,v 
That Frenchmen need no common fare, 
But fatten finely on the air, — 

But now, O Citizens ! to matters 
May call your minds off from your platters- 
Rejoice ye at the news I tell I ' 
A few are dead — but all are well. 
By day we *re very apt to fry- 
But not a (ingle man"(s dry ; 
And if at night the welkin freezes, 
There 's not a fingle man that (heezes. 
By G — d we are To finely oflf. 
We have n*t got a fingle cough 
Among the whole of the rafcal lions 
I'hat 1 have form'd into battalions ; 
And though the melons may be urging, 
We have not had a fingle purging; 
And are in fuch complete -condition. 
That home we do not Hk a wilh on.—- 
Our neighbours are a race of bucks, 
I think they call them Mameluks — 
A fet of jolly dogs ; but hang *em— 
You 'd fplit your fides to fee us bang *cm— 
To fee -us feize their huge firelocks. 
With golden pans and filver cocks, 
• Their jackets all fo fine and tawdry, 
Bedizeu'd out with rich embroidery ! 

0. 3 ^ frv\^ 
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And then the dingy fons of whores 
Have pockets cramm'd with louis-d'ors ! 
WeVe ragged elbows, and muft piece 'cm; 
D — me, you 'd laugh to fee us fleece 'cn[> ! 
We kiird all thofe that chofe to (lay — 
As for the reft, they ran away ! 

Now, Citizens, you niay prepare O ! 
To hear how Buonapart* does fare O ! 
At the fame town they call Grand Cairo 
The firft night's fupper I 'd, alai ! 
A fine frcfli cod and eyfter fauce ; 
The army — all their mothers' fons — 
Supp'd, and flept found, on well-fpic'd buns-— 
And wak'd next morning to regale 
On Banbury cakes and Yorkfliire ale ! 

As tall and broad as oaks the trees 

■ •. • -•» «•> . . 

Are laden with rare ftrawbernes. 
See but their woods, and you '11 allow 
They.'ve toafted muffii^^ on each bough. 
In (hort, we 've all that we can wiSi^ 
Of flefh and fowl, and fruit and fifh ; 
All that can conftitute a treat — 
One thing we mifs — and that's the flbbt I ! ! 

• . Nemo. 



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE JA* 
COBIN COMMITTEE OF PROSELYTISM. 

[From the True Biiton.] 
CITIZEN, 

IT is very fingular that you will perfift in your ad- 
herence to old-fajhhned (I wifh I could fay ob/olete) 
patriotifm, religion, and morality ; that you obftinately 
refufe to adopt the " new order of things^* which, not- 
withftanding the prefent unfavourable circumftances, 
WE hope at lad completely to eftablifh. With a 
foolifh predile£)1on for ancient prejudices, and decked 
in the rufty and battered armour of doting ages, you 
fancy that you arc ferviog your country, and arc the 

champion 
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champion of humanity, by exclaiming againft what 
you term the atrocities of France — by execrating the 
noble exertions of the Jovereign people to ajfume the throne^ 
which you blacken by the appellation oi /edition and 
rebellion — by battling for the exiftence of that ideal 
Being to which you give the name of GoD, and for 
, the fupport of the /Ai«^ called religion — and by (landing 
up in defence of that vile arijlocratical contrivance which 
you dignify with the name oi focial order, Thefe 
objedts of your adoration are barriers in the way of 
that philbfopbical perfedion to which we afpire. 

Let me, then^ as Prefident of the Committee of 
Profclytifm, endeavour to open your eyes, and raife 
you from your prefent grovelling (late to the fublime 
heights of Jactbintfm* To place before you our great 
exemplars appears the beft mean to excite a laudable 
emulation : and though I have but little hope of your 
reaching /^«> eagle ffight, yet you, t\tn you, may do 
fome good» 

Attend then to the following -(jmple rules. — They 
are neither many nor complex, 'and are moft admirably 
adapted to vulgar linderftandings. In carrying theoi 
into prajlice, never lofe fight of our fpeakers and 
writers ; they are the archetypes you mujd ever have 
in view. 

Firftj^ you rouft, as they do, endeavour in eveFy 
pofliblc way to exalt the French republic, and to lower 
Great Britain and her allies ^in the minds of your 
countrymen — The former you are to reprefcnt as juft, 
wife, and, above all, invincible ; the latter as weak 
and defpotic — their councils without wifdom or energy 
— and their armies as a mafs of defpicable cowards. 
Britifh foldiers, in particular, you mu(i on all occa- 
fions brand w^ith the name of brutal poltroons. When- 
ever you mention a regular government, let it always 
be accompanied by a fneer. What you have hi- 
^therto called French atrocities you muft bring, forward as 

0^4 feldom 
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feldotn as pollibie; but when to mention them is un- 
avoidable, you mufl fpread ov«r them as much as you 
can lay on of our genuine varniflij with which you 
can be plentifully fupplied by our daily prints. It is 
inconceivable what a prodigious effefl this has. Ra- 
pine, devadaiion, and maffacre appear meritorious — 
The great, philofophic end, liberty and equality^ fane- 
tifies the means. Viewed through this medium, men, 
I mean anti-jacobin men, appear as unrefined metals, 
and require and receive from us xvlmqM purgation before 
they arrive at the ftate of purity. It is true that the 
quantity is thus conliderably dimini(hed;but xh^ quality^ 
you know, is all in all. N. B. Be not too explicit in 
your ej^planation of liberty and equality. 

Second, Let the abuje of the governtpent of your 
country be unceafing. Endeavour by every means to 
excite difcontcnty which is the hopeful germ of revolu^ 
iiotu Din the ears of the people' with their rights j but 
n^ver mention their duties. Tell them that their 
rulers have duties wliich they totally negleft,^ but no 
rights at all. AiTure them that they^ the goi^rned^ 
(hould be governors — that, inftead of fubje^is^ they 
ihould be Jovcreign. Be attentive to fupport the caufe 
oi /edition and rebellion. Let the robberies, the mur* 
ders, the numberlefs-enormities of rebelsy be afcribed 
to the divine effervefcence of liberty, and to the in-- 
fufFerab'le goadings of oppreflion. Let the punifhment 
of thcfe crimes be reprefented as a<5ls of the moft ty- 
rannical defpotifm againft fufFering innocence. If a 
rebel at the ga lows dies hard, exalt him into a hero, 
who expires confcious of the goodnefs of his caufe — If 
he cuts his own throat, or (hoots himfelf in prifon, 
laud his truly Soman end. When treafonahle confpi- 
racies ai:e carrying on,* boldly deny, their exigence, 
though in doing fo you give the lie to both Houfes of 
Patliamentit Never fisi^il to brand the difcoverers of 

traitors 
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traitors with the. mod opprobrious names, though the 
foolifh law'of the land has made it criminal to conceal 
treafon. "When rebellion appears open-faced, exprefs 
your doubts to which fide rebellion is to be afcribed ; 
whether the peop/e h2ivc rebelled 2igd\Tiii government ^ or 
government SLgsiinA the people. 

Third, As'to the -department of r^/;^/(?«, it is- filled 
with fuch confpicuous ability, and fuch unremittfng 
perfeverance, by the Morning Chronicle^ that little on 
that head will be left for you to perform. But, if you 
can overcome that ridiculous fqueamilhnefs which 
marks your party, your inferior labours (for in that 
department the prefent occupant muft ever be fuperior) 
will be gratefully received. 

With due attention to the above rules, and with a 
fleady perfiftence, we have no doubts of at lafl deftroy- 
ing that obje<£b of our deteftation, foetal order; and of 
cftablifhing our own new order of things in its room. 
Some diflEculties we forefee, and have provided againft. ^ 
Our fovereign the peopUy whom we have lately fo 
flattered and caj6led, may probably, when we' have 
overturned the prefent government, infiflon appearing 
perfonally on. Salifbury Plain, to exercife the regal 
fun£tions; and may, peradveniure, be rather furprjfed 
and difpleafed on finding that, though inverted with 
fovereignty^ xhe fuhje^s are wanting. But WE of the 
Direnory[l am to be one) will, by that time, have taken 
our meafurcs, and will have ready a fufficient number 
of well-armed, adlive citizens, to reprefs any felf im- 
portant vagaries of OUR^ fovereign* He fhali be fove- 
reign, but we will be viceroys over him. True, this 
will coft fome blood\ but that, you* know, is a mere 
revjluiionary cafualty^ not worth mentioning. The 
guillotine y a few republican baptifmSy and Lyons mi' 
trailladcsy will fettle the bufinefs a la Fran^aife. What 
a glorious profpe^ll Does not your bofom glow ? Do 
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you not feel all the ardour of a convert f Be fo — I will 
then fubfcribe myfelf your friend and brother, 

A Jacobin^ 
Prefident of the Committee of Profelytifm. 



1 



ODD TRANSFORMATIONS. 

[From the Morning Chronicle.] 
'< In nova fert animus mntatas dicereformas." Ovid. 

MR* EDITOR, 

N that bed of all Englifli claflics, the Speflator, Sir 
Roger' de Coverley is made to fay that, << upon his 
courting the perverfe widow, he had difpofed of three 
hundred acres in a diamond ring^ and that upon her 
wedding-day ihe Ihould have carried on her head fftj 
of the talleji oaks upon his effate. He would alfo have 
given a coalpit to keep her in clean linen — would have 
allowed her a windmill for httfans — and have prefented 
her. once in three years with the Jhearing of his fine^ 
for her under-petticoats." 

Such, Sir, were the transformations in the days of 
landed property ^ni of country gentlemen. — In our hap- 
pier aera we meet with many that are equally remark- 
able, efpeci^Jly (ince men in trade (or their wives^ 
which is precifely the fame thing) determined to vie 
with men of rank in their routs and aflemblies, and 
empty their warehoufes that their drawing-rooms may 
be full. Hence thofe lingular changes upon goods in 
tranfitu from Thames Street to Piccadilly. Not only 
9X^ fugar-hogfieads (as hinted in your Thurfday's paper) 
converted into green peaSf but even the Greenland ^fiery 
fuppliesfomeof our genteel tables with cucumiers and 
afparagus. Very fine peaches have been raifed from 
RuJJia tallow^ and, by one of thofe fingular viciflitudes 
for which there is no accounting, we have early grapes 

it{fflk 
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from port wlne\ and I am told that the company at^a 
late very fafliionable rout fat^ like the Lord Chancel- 
lor, upon woolpatks ! 

It was formerly a boaft to eat off plate \ but, in the 
fmgular revolution of vanity, we fometimes cat off 
fead^ fometimes //«, and fometimes iron! The eat- 
ables themfelves rrre fubjeS to as extraordinary meta- 
morphofes, — I have feen a tureen of tnoft expenfive 
and highly feafoned -/(?«p made of raw cotton\ and I 
was lately prefent where the pier-glafTes zxid^Jilver can- 
dlefticks were of the 'fineft Spanim cochineal^ an3 the 
rooms were lighted with broadcloth ! Nay, my neigh- 
bour,- Alderman Chuckle^ extends this principle a little 
farther, having a mull fpacious country i?ow/iconftru6led 
entirely ot b'tJcuitSy and intended lo rival Mr. Latitat^ 
on the other iide of the road, who has a fimilar houfe 
built of parchment^ in which a common eye cannot fee 
a fingle^/jw. The Alderman is no lefs whjmficalin 
his treats, although a moll hofpitable landlord ; his 
champagne and burgundy^ pofitively the beft I evet 
tafted, are nothing but malt and hops; and he has-his 
ices from'a baker's oven at Wapping! Addifon fome- 
where fay*^, that, when he contemplates a great feaft* 
he fancies be fees gouts, fevers, and dropfies lurking 
among the dilhciJ. My fancy, on a fimilar '^occafign, 
roves Tar be)ond the precinfts of Pandora's box, and 
fee? that our (lews, fricairees, foups, &c. &c. are no* 
thing but raw fugars^ Jilkrwormsy peppery and logwood^ 
fe^foned fometimes witli Virginia tobacco^ andgarnifhed 
with yefuiis' bark! 

On a lelfer fcale, I meet with transformations that 
Ovid never dreamt of: — fometimes 1 take p9t luck on a 
commiffton of bankruptcy ; fometimes I am afked to cut up 
an arbitration y and fometimes I have felt the efFefts of 
a full ineal of affidavits! It was but a few days ago 
that my worthy friend jfack Stocks fent me a note, afk- 
ing my company to dine upon a delicious transfer!-^ 

qJ> ' No 
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No man, ffndeed, tarves'z premium rit^iXtx. But the 
nioft fingliJar cfiarafter in my circle is a very worthy 
friend, Wh6 has built a pretty box in Surry upon bah 
bands and fcdifs^ and pofitively entertains his friends 
on dead bodies! The fame economy regulates the 
whde of his proceedings. — He gave a month's bill of 
mortality as a portion to otie of his daughters, and 
would have probably given more if the young gentle- 
man had not efideaVoufed to fireiv him dojjun\ and he 
had fettled /w;« churchyards upon his wife,'if (he (hould 
furvive him! 

Next to this, perhapis, may be Reckoned thofe gen- 
tlemen who furnifh their houfes with ajihmasy and can 
entertain upon plate made entirely of netvous affeSHons 
— who drink the moft expenfiVe French wines out of 
pillboxes 2iiid vialsy and are fuperbiy drefled in fcofbuiic 
habits! But fuch may appVar triffmg, compared to 
the metamorphic poWer of two gentlemen- whom I 
could mention, who entertain his Majefty's Minifters 
upon cheeje-parings; and light up the moft ejttenfive 
fuite oftooms with nothing but candles^ ends. 

I afh, Sir, yours, &t. 

An Observer- 



IMITATIONS! IMITATIONS fl FASHIONABLE 

IMITATIONS * ! ! ! 

[From the Morning Herald.] 
• MRS. SWIPES'S r6ut, IN RAM ALLEY. 

A MONG the moft elegant and convivial parties the 
-^ metropolis has to boaft of the prefent leafon, we 
muft rank laft night's aflfembly at the amiable Mrs. 



* This appears to be a plagiarifm from tome leading Articles re- 
fpe€ling ibe Fashionaol* Wobld in a daily print. 

. Swipe s*s. 
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Siuipes's. To enumerate all the beauty, gaiety, and 
faihion, that ornamented this .charming rout^ would 
bp to recapitulate all that are worth noticing in London. 
The rooms were open about nine, and we can with 
the flridefl truth okferve, that if ever the charmiBg 
hodefs exceeded herfelf, it was on this occafion. 
<* Her face," to ofe the words of our immortal bard, 
<< was fired with labour ;" (he was all attention, all 
politenefs, and all feftivity ; — indeed, flie Teemed to 
poflefs the power of ubiquity, for wherever we turned 
our eyes, (he {lill prefented herfelf with a bottle of gin 
in her right hand, and a gill glafs in her left. Her 
daughter, too, the lovely Kitty Swipes, feemed to vie 
with her another in entertaining her guefts, by carrying 
hot purl to every quarter of the rooms. About eleven, 
Mifs Slang was earneAIy entreated to charm the com- 
pany with the much-admired cantata of ** Conn tip us 
a glafs of true blue" To thofe who know the affability, 
the readinefs to oblige, and the fweet condefcenfion of 
this young lady, it will be needlefs to obftrye how 
cheerfully Ihe complied. She was accompanied by 
the two Matter Tripes^ one on the marrow- bone and 
cleaver, and the other on the Jew's harp ^ (he was,* it 
muft be'confefled, in full fong, a^ne compafs of voice, 
great light and (hade, and a moft tncYi^LiiXxng portamento » 
Mafter Tripeh performance too wasaftonilhing ; nfiore 
firmnefs of finger and delicacy of touch we never wit- 
neffed. At that pathetic part of the cantata, ** For Sal 
had the gift of the gab ,* we obferved atear of fepfibiliry 
gently ftealing down the cheek of the fair Mrs. NoggJn. 
On inquiring the caufe, we found that her delicate 
feelings had been cruelly wounded by that part of the 
fong reviving the fate of her unfortunate daughter, 
who a little time before, on account of fome amiable 
indifcretion^ had been tranfported to Botany Bay. To 
this period nothing could exceed t^e decorum of the 
aflembly, when, unluckily, a perfon (for we cannot 

call 
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call him a gentleman) who is fuppefed to have in- 
truded himfelf under the fandion of a forged - ticker, 
a'bruptly exclaimed, ** D — n all this cheek mufic, let 
us have a little jaw work of another fort ; ^ where arc 
the hot mutton pies that mother Swipis promifed ?^ A 
reel was now performed in a capital ftyle, by a part of 
the company, when the eldefl: Mifs Dunfiaity who was 
one of the dancers, in confequence, as it was thought, 
of her having inadvertently inixeil too much gin 
in her purl, tumbled with fome force againft Mifs 
Slammerkin, who, ftepping back, afked her, in an 
angry tone, if (he had a mind to be running her rigs, 
telling her, at the fame time, that fhe would ** ilim 
A^r ^fly//f A/j."-«— Such an infult was too much even for 
the gentlenefs and forbearance of Mifs Dunjianj who, 
fquaring her elbows, aflced Mifs Slammerkin ** what 
(he was for ?'* — " A ring, a ring P* was inftantly vo- 
ciferated from every quarter of the room ; when luckily 
Mrs. Bungay intcrpofed, and remonftrated with great 
earneftnefs on the impropriety of fuch condufl, and 
de fired them to confidcr how fnch vulgar proceedings 
would be reprobated by the company who/rcquenied 
any of the alfembiies, which they nught confider as 
their competitors : this did not fail to bring all parties 
to a proper fenle of the refpeft that was due to their 
own chara6icrs, and every thing was amicably adjur- 
ed. The hot mutton pies were intrcduceil, and the 
ladies waited for no fulicitations to teftify their prac- 
tical approbation of the gin and purl. About three 
in the morning, the affembly began to feparate ; carts 
were provided for thofe who could not walk, the 
riders in which, falling to blows foon after their quit- 
ting the rooms, were feized by the watch, and all 
fafely lodged in Tothilifields Bridewell. . 



■V 



^IR 



( 351 ) 

SIR WILLIAM ADDINGTON'S PARTY, BOW 

STREET. 

[From the fame,] . 

THE entertainments given by this gentleman may, 
without oftentation, be juftly claifed amongft the 
mod: fplendid and fafliionable of the feafon* At a 
party, a few evenings fince (for which great prepara- 
tionis had been made by thof^ celebrated purveyors 
Meflrs. Rivett and Macmanus^ who, by the by, evinced 
much tafte in the execution) ^ we noticed not only, 
amongft the gentry, Meflrs. Hawkins, Underwood^ Gal" 
kping Dick, Smith, Jack Poji^boy, Ned Hofiler, Will 
Boots, and a long et cetera \ but, among the higher orders, 
feyeral of the heads of the Barebone family ; counts,- 
paft counting ; and colonels and captains in abundance. 
Before the conclufion of the- evening, the company 
obtained an elegant acceflion of women, from Mrs, 
Crimp's rout, in Ram Alley ; tliat lady, with her 
whole party, having been kindly conduced and in- 
troduced by Mr. Townjhend, who (with that penetra- 
tion and addrefs which fo peculiarly diftinguifli him 
upon TiW fajhionable occajions) officiated as mafter of the 
ceremonies. .Dances were propofed, but either from 
the warmth of the rooms, or the deftruQion of equi- 
poife (for the moft jinijhed aflbrtment of liquors had 
been prodigally furniihed from the Go), or, perhaps, 
from fome awkward affhciations of idea, the company 
were avcrfe from dancing; the eldeft Mifs Crimp ex-- 
cepted, who ftrenuoufly called for " Drops of Brandy,** 
and ** Petticoats loofe" The entertainments did not 
finifli with the day ; fome of Mrs. Crimp's party feem- 
iBg inclined for reels fo late as the following noon. 

By way of promoting merriment, feveral public 
perfons, we underftand, received individual invitations, 
but declined attending, except in their united capaci- 
ties ; in which we may yet exped to fee them upon 
fome future occafion ! 

EXTELA.CX 
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EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF A CELE- 
BRATED CHARACTER ONT THE POLICE 

ESTABLISHMENT. 

[From the fame.] 

lijO'NDAr.—Gox up at eight o'cfock — had a dr^of 
jfdckey — drank two diflies i^f Pop with fpoufe^— 
took a gerttle walk to the office, found all quiet, ex- 
cepting a few night charges — paid my refpeds to "Sir 
William y and the reft of the beah^ and walked home- 
read half a dozen pages of a book called Political 
Jujlice — thought it had been fomething in our way — 
devililhly miftaken — couldn't underftand a fyllable, fo 
fell fall afleep, and did not wake till it was time to 
ittend Lady Fleeccnis rout — the coachmen and chair- 
men being a little objlropolus^ was obligated to tip them 
a little /^///^r. " ' 

Tuejilay, — Did not get up till noon, having drank 
rather too free of black Jirap the night before — yi^i'j 
queer at dinner — took a walk afterwards to Fulham — 
returning home, met Bob Blunderbujs and Ben Bounce^ 
going out on their ^r^^j — in the evening attended my 
duty at the Opera — had a long talk with Lord Flutter 
about Gallopiyig Dick and Boniparty — handed Lady 
Wheedle and the young ladies to their carriage — called 
at a ken\vi the way home, drank four goes of brandy 
and water, fmoked my pipe, and went to bed. 

Memorandum. — If any thing done by fcampfmcn 
on the Fulham road, fend the traps to pull up Bounce " 
and Blunderbufs, Xv^o forties at leafl, befides what the 
prads will fetch at the Repofitory. 

Wedncfday, — Not being at the office yefterday, took 
a ftroU there — found xh^ beaks and titlarks reading the 
papers and taking fnuff — looked over the informatiorr- 
book — plenty of bufinefs — feventeen burglaries, twen- 
ty-four highway and footpad tobbenes^ all entered 

fince 
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fincc Saturday — none of the psiitits Jpoie toon the road 
able to fwear pofitively, becaufe the dogs wore crapes 
and handkerchiefs over their faces. / 

Thur/day. — -Did not get up until It was time to at- 
tend the drawing-room at St. James-s ; after which. 
Mack and I called at z^q/& ken in St. Giles's — clofetted 
with the cove, znd Sal Sly for half an hour — had a 
fpecial meeting of the trapSj at the Ruffian Coffee^ 
bou/e— agreed to grai about a dozen old acquaintances 
for examination next week.-'-'In the evening went to 
the Opera — Lord ^S'^^^/fyprefented me with two guinea^y 
for the new ila(h fong made on the lall executioUi be- 
ginning, 

" Within a rattler ftands Moll FUfi^ 
To fee the kiddies die." 

Friday. — Attended at the office — three boys brought 
in for prigging of wipes — no pifofecutors appeared— 
blew up' the patrole^ for not apprehending them, as 
well as the thieves.-^ — Ax twelve o'clock, went to the 
leflures at St. James*Sw-the church amazing full — 
pickpockets very numerous — met with feveral old 
friends from Botany Bay, who appeared to pay as 
much regard as ever to the eighth commandment, — At 
night dined with Sir — and Lady — both exprelTed a 
great defire to learn the flang language — ^agreed to 
teach it for a guinea a leflbn — ^at eleven o'clock took 
him to a ken — heard fome capital knowing fongs— - 
Sir jfohn lipt us the favourite chaunt of poor Jefry 
Aber/haw's-^^ 

" Ye fcamps, y^ pads, ye divers, 
You 're ail upon the lay." 

Staid till five in the morning — both got dead drunk, 
but made fliift to reach the Finijb^ where we took 
coffee. 

Saturday. -"^^tvX into the city-— Tiad a confultation 

witl\ 
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with the Bank Direftors about the forged notes — after 
which, attended their Lordfliips of the Poft-office, about 
a mail robbery — drank chocolate at both places, put 
on fome very knowing looks, but know juft as much 
who forged the notes, or robbed the mail, as the Pope 
of Rome — muft find out, if can — becaufe why ? thefe 
profecutions pay a body very well for one's trouble. 

SunJa^,' — Put on my bed mourning — went to Cha- 
pel Royal — loft my new cajiory coft 25 j. — the King 
2thd all the royal family (God blefs *era) laughed ready 
to fplit their fides to think how the knowing one was 
done, — Went home rather crofs> eat a hearty dinner 
of roaft beef, and drank plenty of punch — read Moll 
Flanders and Lord Chejierjield's Letters. — At nine 
o'clock went to St. Uiies's as agreed Dy tne omCCr*, 
Z:':xi grabbed 2^oui fifteen pretty boys^ for an exhibition 
before Sir fVilliam the next morning. , 

Memorandum. — Muft aflc fome of my friends, 
the Judgesy whether hat-ftealuifi; in a church is not Car 
crilege ; and whether^ as the robbery was, done between 
fun-rife and fun-fet, I can't fue the county for. the 
twenty-five (hillings? 

GloJJary of fa/bionable or cant Pbrafes. 

Beaks — Magiftrates. 

Black Jira/i — Red port. 

Caftor — A hat. 

Cove — The landlord. 

Flciflt i(?«— I'ublic-houfe.for thieves. 

Fofties — Rewards. 

Go — Half a quartern. 

Grabbed — PuUedup — Synonymous for apprehending. 

Jackey^-Gm. 

JJp a xhaunt — Sing a fong. 

l!iof€d — Obferved. 

Frads — Horfes. 

J'rrg'j-^Thieves. 

Ru£ian Cofee-houfe^Tht Brown Bear. 

Sl9f 
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Slop — Tea. ' 

Spoke to — ^Robbed. 

Titlcnks — Spectators at Bow Street. 

7V^J/)J— «-R unners. 

^//)«— Pocket handkerchiefs. 



PANDOLFO ATTONITO! 

OvR, LORD G— LL— W*— T'S POEflCAL LAMENTATIOV 
ON TH£ REMOVAL OP THE ARMED CHAIRS FROH 
THE PIT AT THE OPERA HOUSeH! 

[From the fame.] 



" Chi mi rifponde ? 
Voci profbodto 
Par che mi dicano^ 
Pifi Satam I" 

GH Zingarl in Fitra» 



THE ARGUMENT. 

A month or two ago, Lord G— ll-*w— -v came to the 
Opera, and on the pit door near tlie orc^ilra being 
opened, hp perceived, to his confiiiion and aftoniihJi)t;nt, 
that a long bench was fubfHtuted in the place of the rpw of 
xirmed ckahs at the bottom of thepJt, the principal or cen- 
tral of which he had .filled fo niany nights with difcern- 
tnent and dignity, and to the general fatisfeiftion of every 
body prefent. Conceiving, rather haftily, that this mea- 
fure was intended as a perional flight to bimfelf, he retired 
difconcerted, without taking his ^t; and, as he is a vo« 
tary of the Mufes, penned this Lamentadon, which he 
fent to Lord S— l— sb — v the next day, and recovered 
his wonted good humour. 

HAT I — the proud honours. of the chair. 
Muft 1 no more with Cecil* ihare?— 
StilJ be my foul fercne : 
Virtu^ or virtue, 's but a name, 
Brutus and G — i.l — w — y exclaim, 
And, iighing, quit the fcene. 

* <* Our Midas (it» lord Chancellor of Plays," Dunctad, 

Too 
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Too fure, I heard a warning knell. 
Which told, by critic-brother, Bell, 

The fall of feats and fioch , 
Yet, fondly footh*d by Bolla*s airs, 
Thought Taylor's bottom^ zxA his chairs^ 

Secure with keys and locks *. 

But ah ! how fortune loVes to joke I 
Expeird am I, who fung and fpoke. 

As loud as at the fair fi 
While yearly, with fix thoufand pound, 
The Commons Addinoton have bound 

Their fervant to the chair. 

My purer tafte, my clailic <ye, 
Unzon'd Thalia could defcry, 

Who ftepp'd beyond her place; 
HoN<' oft I warn'd, in either Houfe, 
That charms t99 plain at laft would rotrie 

The mitre and the mace / 

i, with Pan DO LFo, watch'd the fpherc, 
Wlien Mars on Venu» (bone fo clear, 

That Saturn % felt the ihock^ 
Grave Shutis and Hbmry ihrunk at Ipve^ 
, And at the Iqofe iiefh'Colour'd glove. 

That blufti'd at twelve o'clock. 

I faid, fopne folk^ would thunder Greek 
At HiLLlGSSERG*s morale luirifue^ 

And Fakisot's co^itme/ 
Where (hall Faull-inia\\^ tight and round. 
In ved appropriate now be found, 

With India's palm and plume ? 

Old Q^-NSB — Y feels his dotard qualm; 
Terpsichore can pour no balm 
0*cr half his vifual ray ; 



• The bottoms of thcfe lamented chairs were kept under lock and 
key. ' ' 

ti. e, as the gypfies ihemfelvcs on rhe ftage, at the fair, 
^ " Quel Saturno briccon i\ guarda trirto!" GVt Zingari, 

II The fafcinatiag ballet of Paul et KtrginU ^—Bacchus et AriaJnt,. 
too, now appear in patch-work drelTes. — Jactt fimifipulta Venus ! 

Nor 
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Nor William can confolethe fage, 
Nor £ LI s E B § his pain affuage, 

Nor Y-— RM-r-TH fmootTi his way. 

When Marinari's *^magic hand 
Traced the bold view in febled land, 

F6r fauns and wood- nyihphs meet; 
Ah, foon, I cried, may S— l-— sb — ry think 
*T is juft that they who dance (hould drink, 

And they who flng ihould e^t. 

For thisy in arbitrating ftate, 

In prefence of th6 wile and great, 

I fung the fiver ei^fC^ f air ; 
Firm was my voice, for Taylor fmil'd, 
Nor deem'd I (too, too well beguird) 

How flippery was the chair. 

Not G — RD — n's coarfe and brawny Grace 
The lafi new woman in the place 

With more contempt <:ould blaft ; 
Not M — RLE — R— GH*s damp on Bl — ndf— rd's face, 
To me could prove a heavier curf<*. 

Thus down from honour cafl. 

Fairn though I am, I ne'er fhall mourn, 
Like the dark /leer on Storsr's urn, 

' Refleftin^ on my feat ; 
In. vain that mean my/ieriQus Jire 
In embers would conceal ^he fire, - 
While Honour's pulfe can beat. 

For me fliall droop th* AfTyrian queen J, 
With foftcft ftrain, and tragic mien, 

TheSiDDONs, in her art; 
E'en Boll A II (hall forget to plesfe. 
With fparkling eye, and playful eafe; 

And DiDELOT (liall dart. 



§ Pere Ei.isee. Conofcente e Medico di Camera al Sereniflimo 
Duca. ** Corp9 dotato di Sanita.** Gli Zingari in Fierm. 

♦ The fcene-paintcr at the Opera. 

f The air of Kin? Midas in the Burletta, ** I 'm given to under- 
•ftand that you 're all in a pother here,'* &c. tx, &c. 

X Banti, La Sovrana, 

[l BoLLA» La Fcxwfa, • 
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Leo, enthron'dy bade QysRNofit; 
And Gianni's * verfe and regal wit 

The CONSUL loves to (hare ; 
Pye has the laurel and the fack| 
And C — MBE the fool's coat on his back. 

But G— LL— W — Y NO CBAIR. 

Yet though reduc'd by Taylor's pi^uiks, 
I fit confounded in the ranks^ 

Good humour 's ftill my own ; 
Sdll (hall I breathe in rapt'rous trance,^ 
*.' Eternal be the long, the dance, 
' The opera and the throne ! '* 

S. W. o iia Majtr9 Scevola. 
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AN ALMANACK AN EXCELLENT TREATISE 
OF PRACTICAL ARITHMETIC. 

[From the Univerfal Magazine.] 

S every feafon has its appropriate charms which 
delight tho tafte of connoifTeurs in nature's grand 
and pleating works, fo each feafon is accompanied 
■with a periodical return of certain circumftances which 
would fufficiently point it out, although we were even 
to forget the time of the year according to the calgtidar. 
Thus the approach of Chriftihas is vifible in the me- 
tropolis by a more than ufual proportion of country 
coufins, who come up to fpend that joyous feafon with 
their London relations, and fiirnifli themfelves at the 
enfuing birth day with fafliions for the remainder of 
the winter: this acceflion of inhabitants is alfo at' 
tended by an extraordinary rife in the i\rice of poultry, 
notwithflanding the arrival of innumerable turkies 
from the land of Norfolk ; and other infaIlibI(^ figns of 
Chriftmas are the frequent advertifements, informing 



'* Gianni, the Italian poet laureat to Bonaparte^ as Qcerko 
was to Pope Leo X. 

US 
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ns where boaks of devotien and cookery are to be had 
^* per dozen by thofe who buy them to give away." 
But what generally gives full aflliran^e that the year is 
about to take its leave^is the appearance of thofe har- 
bingers of the new one, commonly called almanacks^ 
and which are a fpecies of publications different from 
all other^ in as much. as they deal only in what is to 
happen, inftead of retailing paft events. On this ac- 
count they are held in great eftimation by all who wifh 
to look a little before them, and prepare for the tranf- 
aiflions of the year by a courfe of fober meditation. 

Stepping into . my bookfeller's about the beginning 
of the year, he urged me much to become pofleffed 
of one of thefe books of prophecy, and having obli- 
gingly made me a prefent of one, I could do no lefs than 
accept, and promife to make ufeof it. Upon infpedl- 
ing it, I indeed found that my friend had not exag- 
gerated in his charader of it. It raifes my opinion of 
the ingenuity of the prefent day very high, when I 
find that we have fo many infpired writers, in this 
wicked age, who are both able and willing to commu- 
nicate the knowledge of future events at a price fcarce- 
ly worth mentioning, and in a fize fo compa6k and 
fit for the pocket, that the meaneft fubje£l of this 
kingdom, who has a pocket, may carry about with him 
the motions of the heavenly bodies, and the fate of 
empires, for twelve months ; and what is more, be able 
at the fame price to renew his acquaintance with fu- 
turity every year as long as he lives. 

The little publication which I was prefented with 
on this occafion, purports to be written by Mr. Car- 
danus Rider, as he fays, ** for his country's benefit," 
and, ftiil to ufe his words, << is adorned with many 
delightful and ufeful verities fitting all capacities in the 
illands of Great Britain's monarchy." Who Mr. Car- 
danus Rider is, I have not been able to learn, but it is 
certain that he is very old, as he fucceeded to the title 
of the Brit'ijh Merlin feveral ceuUuv^^ 2l^o* Kxx^^^^^ 
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Merlin was a Britifli writer, who flourifhed toward 
the latter end of the fifth century, but of whom wc 
know nothing, except that he came into the world not 
in.the common way, and it is doubtful whether he ever 
went out of it in any way ; for Tome fuppofe that he 
did not die, but was laid afleep by magic^ and was, 
after a long period, to awake and live again. Certain 
it is, he was a great prophet in his day, and all our 
yearly prophets may be cohfidered as defcended from 
him, and inheriting a portion of his talents. ^ 1 nu)re- 
over have difcovered, that one Cardanus was an ap- 
proved prophet about^he beginning of the flxteenth 
century, although William Lilly took upon him the 
exclufive diredion of all public events during the laft 
century, and only occafionally mentions Cardan as an 
author of fome reputation. There is a notable ftory 
of one Cardan, that having prophefied that he ihoiild 
die on a certain day, he ftarved himfelf in order to be 
within the time, and to fave his reputation. For this 
his memory ought undoubtedly to be held in honour, 
although he be not the kind of prophet that/; we (hoiild 
wifli to employ in the cafe ai 2l friend. But I am 
running into a hiftorjr of ancient prophets when I 
ought to confine myfelf to the fubjedl before ine. I 
ihall, therefore, fay no more concerning the author 
of the little book on my table, nor inquire whether this 
Cardanus be that Cardanus, or whether he be only i 
defcendant of the fair.e name. 

What ftrikes me as an objedion to moft of thefc 
annual books of prophecy is, that however valuable 
prophecy is in a blind world like the prefent, yet thefc 
works would be of more general utility if the infpired 
writers would direft their fore'fight to rhalters of a more 
general kind, more fuited, for example, to the affairs 
and bufin^fs of a great metropolis, and a fafhionable 
world. In the one before me, the prophecies are en- 
tirely confined to the weather, and the fage counfels 
are divided between farming and phyfic. All this may 

fuit 
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fuit the country very well, but of what ufe is it to the 
polite circles ? But before I proceed to ray plan of 
reform in thefe books, I (hall beg leave to make a few 
remarks on the medical advice they aiFord^ which I am 
afraid may be often mifunderftood. 

In the firft month of the year we have the following 
advice: ** Let not blood, and ufe no phyiic, unlefs 
there be neceflity. Eat often, and avoid too much 
fleep." The firft part of this admonition, in my 
humble opinion, does not feem to agree well with the 
laft. Certain it is, that no wife man will let blood, 
or ufe phyfic, unlefs there be neceflity ; but on the 
other hand, if he eats often, there may be danger of 
his creating a neceflity, and it is what people are very 
apt to do in a month diftinguiflied for focial meetings. 
In February, I find the fame caution again ft bleeding 
and phyfic ** without abfolute neceffity ;'* and a cau- 
tion llkewife againft catching cold, which, by the by, 
I don't think more neceflary in this month than any 
other. 

In March, our phyfician grants a difpenfation in 
the above articles, with the fpirit of a Sangrado: and 
even in April he fays, what he did not fay before, 
that ** it is now a good time to bleed and take phyfic," 
«nd we are llkewife ordered to *'abftain from much 
wine and other ftrong liquors;" an advice which I 
am forry to find given fo late in the year as April : and 
I think he ought to have told **fat people,'' a liitlc 
fooner than May, " to avoid excefs of liquors of any 
kind." Indeed, to prevent miftakes, I would have this 
turned into a yearly precept, jnftead of a monthly one. 

I pafs on to November, wherein we are told that 
*Mhe beft phyfic is good exercife, warm clothes, and 
wholefome diet. But if any diftemper affli<5l you,* 
finijh your phyfic x\\\s month, and /^ reft till Mardi.'* 
On this, I have only to obferve that it feems equally 
applicable to all months in the year; for if a diftcmtjet 

VOL, UI. IL . -jS&wx^ 
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afflid any man, he will no doubt be defirous to Jim/i 
bis phyjic^ though it as not <iiiite To clear that he may be 
^ble to reji all the while from November to March. 

However weU thele advices, with any alterations, 
may be calculated for the country, it is plain to every 
obferver of the manners and^difpoGtions of the ag9i 
that they are not quite (o well contrived for the ufe of 
the metropolis. And this remark will apply likewife 
to the fubjeds of the prophecies contained in thefis 
little volumes. The weather^ eclipfes, and<:omets, are 
matters in which the faftiionable world take fo little 
concern, that it is to them jsl matter of indifference 
how they may be regulated. Of what ufe is it to a 
lady of Ton, who fends out cards for an afllerably fix 
weeks diftant, to be told whether there will be ** cold 
fleets, or fnow," or whether there will be " fine warm 
weather ?" Or how can a man of faihion be interefied 
in the proper time of fowing beans and peas, or fet- 
•ting willows ? I have fcarcely lefs reafon to complain 
of the articles vvith which our calendars are filled. Of 
"what confequeiKe is it to be told that fuch a day is 
<jood Friday^ and fuch a day Eafter Sunday, when, ia 
the cafe of many perfons of diftinfiion, all days arc 
alike? Saints' days, indeed, may be retained, be- 
caufe, if obfetved at public offices, they may be uieful 
in money-matters. But in all other refjpe^s, our ca- 
lendars, in order to be ufeful to the polite worldi 
ought to be filled with articles of a very different dc- 
fcription^ and as I can do nothing in this affair, with- 
out prophetical afliftance, I have written this paper 
exprefsly fcr the purpofe of addceffing our modern 
aflrologers on the plan of a new almanack, calculated 
entirely for the beau monde. 

The prophetic part of the almanack, I would pro- 

pofe, fhould con lift of the events that iifually happen 

in the fafliionable world, and principally engage their 

attention^ aiid I ftwd ihai I have the pradlice of the 

"iissJA^rs 
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aftrologers of the laft century on my fide, who gave 
the public fomc, at leaft, of thofe very articles I now 
contend for. I have before me at prcfent, the " Ephe- 
mcris, or Diary for the year 1680, by John Gadbury, 
Student in Pbylic and Aftrology,^' who dates from Brick 
Court, by the Dean's Yard, Weftminfter. Anthony 
Wood informs us, that this John Gadbury was an 
apprentice to William Lilly (for the knowledge of 
futurity was then a regular trade, and a man might be 
bound an apprentice to a conjurer or a carpenter, ac- 
cording to the bent of his genius). Having ferved his 
time, he fet up for himfelf, and foon gained/ a very 
pretty fortune by telling the fortunes of other people. 
As a fpecimen of his fkill,and in which refpe<3 I wi(h 
our aftrologers would follow him, ray readers may 
take the following : January : ** A great lady leaves 
this life for a better, having (Hke Qiieen Dido) fearer 
lived out half her days.** April: ♦^ An eminent fe* 
male perfonage meets a di (honour, hard to be removed 
from the breads or belief of a cenforious world." Oc? ^ 
tober: <' A great ftatefman meets his perrod, and is 
not much lamented." November: " We Oiall find 
fundry brifk removes of many in public honour and 
office, as well in the law as in the church, and courts 
of princes : poflibly occafioned by the death or difgrace 
of one or two great officers." 

It is obvious that thefe are the matters into which 
the falhionable world feek moft earneftly to pry. If 
we were, for example, to be told in the month of 
June or July of this year, " A great lady leaves this life 
for abetter,'* what a pleallng anxiety it would create^ 
how many wife conjeftnres would be formed, anj 
how many fagicious giieifcrs would be certain that they 
had fixed upon the identical perfon! Various difpofi- 
1 ions, indeed, would Be varioufly employed. Some would 
be intent only on difcovering whp the great lady was, 
while others would be puzzling th<;ir brains to fiod out 
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vrhzx world a great lady would think ietter than the 
prefent. Then, were we to be told of the day and hour 
when ** an en)inent female perfonage was to meet with 
a difhonour," how anxious (hould we be to difcover 
beforehand the parties concerned! and this probably 
would be much eaOer accompliftied than in the former 
cafe, as there are many fagacious forefecrs who can 
calculate the lofs of a reputation, yet who have feldom 
confidered the lofs of life. I am not, indeed, an ad- 
vocate for the obfcurity in which thefe prophecies arc 
wrapt. To fay that one great lady in a twelvemonth 
may go to a better world, and that only one female 
perfonage may meet with a di (honour, is a random 
way of prophefying, little better than conjedurc. 
On the other hand it may be faid, that if our prophets 
proceed a little farther, and give us the name of the 
party, they have it in their power to render the pro- 
phecy null and void. But 1 am not of this opinion, 
for I have obferved that we pay a great refpedl to pro- 
phecy in every cafe but where we are ourfelves con- 
cerned, and I know not any two things which the 
falhionable world are morff convinced they can get 
the better of, than death and crim. con. nor any that 
comes upon them more fpeedily, in fpite of all warn- 
ings, *• like a thief in the night.** 

But thefe more difmal matters ought not em i rely to 
fill our calendars. I would propofe a total changes in 
the prefent fet of red-letter days, and in their room to 
be iriferted the weekly concerts, or card-parties 
^< where all the world goes;" the commencement of 
the opera feafon (hould likewife be as accurately put 
down, as the law terms now are ; and the arrival of 
a new dancer, or a new fafhion, (hould be calculated to 
a day. Nor would I omit even the performance of a 
new play. Thefe might take place of the part now 
appropriated to eclipfes, things which, as merely per- 
taining to the fun and moon, are of no confequence to 

'^^Cons 
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perfons who pafs their lives principally by candlelight. 
Thus our prophets ought to announce: ** There will 
be five tragedies this year: Feb. 5, Of Drury Lane, 
merit vifible half pad 8 evening. March 16. Of ditto, 
Vifible only one night, &c." and fo of the others. 
April I. ** There will be a tranfit of comedy into 
pantomime, to begin at half, part fix in the evening, 
and end about twelve.'* Thus might be announced 
that happy conjunftion of fenfe and nonfenfe, which 
forms the major part of our dramatic pieces. 

One very dcfirable article of intelligence, when- we 
had prophets whofe aim was to.pleafe the public tarte, 
was ghofls, and barbarous and bloody murders. Of 
thefe, as the fame ta(te has lately been revived in ro- 
mances and plays, our conjurers >night tnake a very 
happy feled^ion in the gaming-houfes, and other re- 
forts of m^r/^i/ fame. Perhaps, indeed, in this as in 
other cafes, they would rather gratify the curiofity of 
the public, than adminider admonition to the party ; 
yet it is pofllible, that if, inftead of telling a young man 
when *f the fun entered Aries," they were to inform^ 
him that he who enters a^aming-houfe has already, 
nearly decided his fate, it might be an ufeful caution; 
and the fame might follow, if, inftead of enabling him 
to know the hour of the fun rifing and fetting every 
day in the year, they were to fugged that the moment 
he becomes attached to the pleafures of the difiipated, 
the fun of his happinefs is fet for ever. The fame 
efFeSs have followed the fame caufes for fo many 
years, that it would require a very finali ftiare of con- 
jurerfhip for every man to calculate his own fate, if he 
could be prevailed upon to bedow any confideration 
upon futurity. In the infancy of fociety, or when 
particular follies are fird introduced into the worlds 
fome who may in other matters lay claim to a confider- 
able degree of wifdom, are liable to be deceived ; but 
in our age, whelre theeiFedls of certain follies may be 
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calculated with almod as much certainty as a queflion 
in arithmetic, and when the fame effeds, and the fame 
caufcs, follow in a round as regularly as the events of 
sn almanack, thofe who efcape the imputation of bad 
hearts, muft not be affronted if in tender judgment wc 
pronounce that they muft have very weak heads, if 
they rulh unappaHed into the gulf of mifery, an4 
know not the features of deftru£tion when it Hares 
them in the face. 
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HINTS FOR OLD BOYS. 

[From the fame] 

TO THE 'EDITOR. 

SIR, 

HAVE lately fomewhere feen it remarked that it 
is difficult to grow old \ and, indeed, if we look 
around us, and behold the juvenile pranks of cldeily 
perfons, we (hall at leaft be convinced that if it is not 
difficult to grow old, it is very painful to acknowledge 
it. ** To flourifh in immortal youth," is a molt 
pleafing fpeculation, and fuch an exiftence would by 
many be preferred to a Mahomet's paradife. Hence 
we fee fo many aping the tricks of young men, al- 
though oppofed by all the debilities of age; dancing, 
although they have fcarce breath fufficient.to afcend a 
pair of flairs, and finging, although repeatedly inter- 
rupted by a cough. 

But all this will not do. — A man mviy /wear offixom 
the approach of old age, or he may blot out the regifter, 
in hopes to keep his acquaintances in the dark : yet all 
this availeth him not. Age has certain indelible 
marks which paint will but faintly cover, and want of 
flrenglb is what a man may imitate much better than 
he can put on the vigour of a Hercules, or the .agility 
of a Veflris. Still how difficult it is to allow all this! 

How 
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How fhameful to-be obliged to confefs that the days of 
health and ftrcngth are paft, that he who, charmed by 
his motionsy m»ft now be content to fit (UU, and he 
who could with inrrpimity exceed in the pleafures of 
the table, muft be nourifhed by broths, and fupported^ 
by medicine ! 

It has been faid that life is fweet. It would perhaps 
be more corredt to fay that youth is fweet ; for when 
that period n paft, all wifh to return to it. None have 
any pleafure jn contemplating what is to come, and all 
recolleSions are painful except thofe of merriment^, 
joviality, andgaiety* A rctrofpeft of the amufements- 
of youth continues to pleafe in fome degree in narra- 
tion* The hare and the buck are again hunted down^ , 
in a tedious (lory ; the watchman's head and lantern< 
are again broke in an angry tone; and feats of gal- 
lantry are again performed in imagination. 

Yet Oill^ all this is but imagination. We (igh to 
think that fuch things have been and wi4l no more be, 
that we can no longer lead in a midnight frolic, no* 
longer Aorm a tavern, or fpread difmay among the 
guardians of the night, no longer be the munificent 
patrons of waiters and poftboys, no longer be famed 
for being able to bear much wine, and be fatisfied with 
little fleep. All this is over ; and our comforts centre 
in the arm-chair, the wrappings of flannel, and the 
blazing hearth. We hear the noife of joy and revelry 
without being able to partake of, it ; and when we do 
pluck up a liitld fpirit, and try to mimic the ftrength 
of former days, that one word, that little word old^ 
damps all our merriment, and we fink with (hame 
upon our couch, as a confirmation that it has not been 
mifapplied in our cafe. 

*' When does a man grow old?'* is a queftlon 
which has been often agitated, but never determined. 
It cannot, indeed, be determined in a general way. 
It would then operate as a Sentence upon all mankind 

R 4 ^"Q^*^^.- 
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equally. The once beautiful, gay, and fafbionable 
Flirtilla ufed to declare that a woman was not fit to 
live after forty, and that if fhe was fo mean-fpirited as 
to furvive that age, (he ought to be put out of her 
pain by others. Alas! Flirtilla pafled this age ten years 
ago, and ftill lives, to exhibit a fine piece of ruins — 
ruins which v^e (hould prize if our tafte in gallantry 
and in architedure were the fame. 

There are old young men, and there zi^ young old men. 
Sopie at thirty are ancient in all their faculties, worn 
out with a variety of experiments to acquire, a know- 
ledge of the world, as it is called; trained up to be 
fine jolly fellows from their infancy ; at fifteen are 
bucks of fpirit ; at twenty can carry ofF thfeir three 
bottles a man; but at thirty die in the Jeajoning ! leav- 
ing their fathers hale, and hearty, and able to provide 
thenifelves with other heirs. 

*' Difficult to grovy old !*' faid a friend of, mine the 
other day — " why, that might have been the cafe for- 
merly, but now it is the eafiert thing in nature. Every 
boy and giil can grow old before one has time to leara 
that tliey are come into the world. All the difBcuIty is 
in getting ihem to confefs it, and endeavouring to 
grow young again." 

There are ftill feme of the true old Englifh breed 
left, who are called Ofd Boysy fellows who feem to 
defy the ravages of time, and find it amazingly difficult 
to grow old. The monkics are faid to imitate all the 
actions of a man except fpeech. Tl^e old boy imitates 
no action unkfs in fpeech. If you believe him, he is 
the youngeft, ftrongeft, moft clever and adJive fellow in 
the world. What is it he cannot do, or boafl of doing ? 
Yet all this you had beft believe at once, for if you put 
him to the proof, it is odds but you will find he has been 
fighting his old battles over again, and that he is not 
the man he was forty fummcrs ago. 

It is very painful for aji old hy to decay, and he 

leaves 
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leaves no means untried to keep up his charter y as he 
calls it. It is a confeffion not to be wrung from him 
but with great agony, that he cannot drink fo much as 
he did, that his appetite fails him, that he does not 
feel quite fo ftrong as he ufcd to do, that he cannot 
leap on his horfe as he was wont, that he does not reft 
o'nights, and, in flioft, that old age will come. Thefe 
are acknowledgments of a very mortifying kind, an(l 
it is fuppofed moft generally made In fecret, or given 
in confidence to the phyfician. 

A late writer obferves of the following lines from 
Jane Shore, 

" My form, alas ! has long forgot to pleafe, 
The days of beauty and delight are o'er," 

that this bitter confeflion proceeded from the fex pecu- 
liarly framed to pride itfelf in beauty of form. But, 
he adds, acknowledgment of age is unpalatable even 
toman. This averfion is ufually imputed to vanity; 
yet it does not always proceed from vanity, but often 
JFrom want of confcioufnefs. .The mind does not grow 
old by equal fteps with the body. The fpan of life is 
fo Ihort, that to ftrong memory and lively imagination 
every part of it may be faid to beprefent. The fpirits 
of infancy, and the animated fcenes of yout\i, feembut 
of yefterday. The perfon who is now (hoved off the 
ftage, has in frefli remembrance his being confidercd 
as a child, recolle6is himfclf reprefl'ed and neglefted 
by the fenior part of the company, and cannot believe 
that in a fpace 10 him apparently fo fhort, he can have 
occupied the place of thofe who defpifed his youth; his 
fpirits perhaps are good — his health not impaired, his 
foul is young, and he will not credit the decay of his 
body. Much ftronger muft the deception be with the 
fofter fex, whofe reign of fa(h ion and admiration feldoq^ 
exceeds the trifling period of ten years at moft* The 
pafTage is too flioxt, the voyage too pleafant^ to let them 

R 5 lifteo 
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liften to the pilot Time, announcing that the gale of adu- 
lation-has ceafed to blow, that the tide of pleafure and 
admiration has fubrided, and left the veflel far on (hore. 
All this is very fine and very true. But here is the 
great fecret — " The m/W does not grow old by equal 
Heps with the bo^iy ;** and a want of attention to this is 
what, I am afraid, occafions the great difficulty foir.e 
perfons find in growing old. Becaufe the mind is in 
full power, they think the body muft follow it. Be- 
caufe they can talk great things, they think they ca& 
do great things. Alas! what can the mind do after 
the body begins to walk off ? The mind may be a very 
pleafant regifter of part events^-(and 1 wifh it were al- 
ways a pleafant regilter of fuch) ; but without its 
former able afliflaRt, it can do no more. We may raife 
our voices, call aloud, utter terrible threats of terrible 
things; but what is all this when the legs are cafedin 
flannel, and the head fhaken with the palfy ? 

Do you wi(h, gentle reader, to know when you 
grow old r Truft to your feelings, and never think of 
what you have been, but what you are. So (hall we 
again fee a revival of old men and old women (at pre- 
sent, particularly the latter, very fcarce articles), and no 
perfon (hall pretend to be young and vigorous, who 
cannot back his pretenfions by health and ftrength. 

** When docs a man grow old?" This queflion 
will be perpetually recurring. I (Iiall fay but a few 
words to it. We all know to how many years men's 
lives in general extend-^and we may obferve how they 
iany thiir age, as it is called. Let us confider tbat in 
the firft place: and in the fecond, let me inform you, 
my dear readers, that although there may be exceptions, 
as there are to all general rules, which neverthelefs do 
not deftroy thofe rules, you may be pretty certain that 
if ^ou are pad firtyy yeu havt turned tht corner I 

I am yours, &c. 

Djsmi-Sembx. 
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PUNNING, A NATURAL DISCHARGE.- 

[From the fame.] 
MR. EDITOR, 

T is in vain that I endeavour to Tearch into the annats, 
of kingdoms for the efFe£ts of punning. It does not 
appear to have been the inftrument of revolutions; it 
has not added to the catalogue of wars ; no king ever 
ruled the better or the worfe for the want of a pun; it 
contributed nothing to difpel the darknefs of the middle - 
ages; it fupported not the efforts of the firft reformers;, 
nor can it be truly faid that it has added to the genius, 
the tafte, or liberality of the moft poliflied times. Ufe- 
lefs in all thefe refpedls^ punning has feeble claims on 
public attention^ and much cannot be expe£ied from 
an elaborate difcuflion. of the fubjed):. 

Yet among the ancients I can find a tendency to^ 
punning. When Plato heard an eminent citizen, one 
Leo (lionjy loud and immoderate in his clamours in 
t^e fenate,.he faid, ^* This is to be a lion indeed;" a pun' * 
not of the v^ry bed kind,, for m^ny better are to be 
found in the writings of the ancients, could any one- 
be prevailed upon to overlook their tafle, their mo- 
rality,, their fine language, and only feek for their' 
puns. Our own day and time, however, is mod dif^ 
iinguilhable for punning. I need not inform my 
readers that the laft and preceding centuries have left 
us fome famous^ punders of all profeflions, law, phy- 
itc, and^ divinity. But the prefent century has the 
merit of having produced the greated punder the world' 
€V>er faw. Need' I add* his name? Every friend to* 
punning mud recollect his great patron, the Dean of 
St. Patrick's. 

Other punders pm^ljtd the art only. Swift wrote 
tipon it, and reduced it to a fydem ;^ he united pro- 
mfioQ with pradice^ and no man ongbt to be deemed 

»6 aleg^U 
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a legitimate puiifter who has not made himfelf tnaftcf 
of the Dean's writings on this fubje£l. One treatife 
I in particular recommend, wifhing only he had given 
it another title : <' God*$ Revenge againft Punning. 
Showing the miferable Fate of Perfons addicted to this 
crying Sin, in Court and Town ;'* and his *• Rules fo^ 
Punning>'* which are to be fotmd in his Pofthumous 
Wprks. I have, indeed, long had an intention of 
improving on the former treat}fe, by giving to the 
world, in three or fotir volumes, ** The Hives of 
eminent Punfters/' having been prerfonally acquainted 
with feveral of the mod famous of the prefent time ; 
but as fome of their lives are not in any fenfe finilhed, 
I mud podpone my intention^ to fome future periodi 
and in the mean time content myfelf with colleding 
materials for this great biographical work. A (hort 
iketch of the contents of one of my lives will fliow 
the plan. *' Of A. B. a notorious punfter — Of his 
education, and how he putined at fchool — Is fent to 
the univerfity, and puns there — Takes a journey to 
London, and how he was introduced among the pun* 
fters of the inns of court — Vlfits the continent, and 
learns to make puns in foreign languages-' — Of his 
death and dying puns, SccJ* 

Although punning be fo general that no fex of 
profeffion are free from it, yet we find there are fome 
perfons fo peculiarly formed by nature as to be inca- 
pable of giving or receiving a pun. Servants, gene* 
rally fpeaking, are not~pun(lers; your Very great tncn 
are above it; and your money- making men finding 
by calculation that a pun will fetch nothing, appear^ 
not to be fnfceptible of punning. But on the other 
hand, we fee many hundreds in whom punning' is fo 
^ natiiral, that we are inclined to think it arifes from 
fomething in the conflitution. If I might be permit- 
ted from experience to advance a theory on this fub- 
je£l> i would venture> though at fome rifk of reputa- 
tion 
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ffon in medical knowledge, to aflert, that ** punning 
is a natural difcharge of a certain matter, which fud-^ 
denly rifing and fermenting in the brain, would pro^ 
duce a difordcr were it not fpcedily expelled.'* This 
is my theory of punning, and I think it may be con* 
firmed by the following obfervations. 

No man can keep in ^ pun without much uneaflnefsy 
and the head that is much opprefled with puns muft 
have fome vent. What vvould a lady in grief do if it 
were not for tears? The fame ufe, I take it, is 
ferved by punning. Indeed, a few nights ago, a lady 
of my acquaintance, very fubjedl to puns, was Aid- 
d^enly feized with an excellent one ; but not having an 
opportunity of difcharging it, fell into hyfterics, ad I 
thought ; but ihe candidly informed me that this was 
only the efFe£l of a pent-up pun. I recommended 
(ome Hollands, but (he anfwered, "(he was not. yet 
put to her Jhifts.^' 

Many perfons fufFer very much by endeavouring to 
(lop natural difcharge^; and we know that vyhen per* 
fpiration is fuddenly oMru£ted by our coming out of a 
warm room into the cold air, the confequences may 
be very dangerous. An obftrufled pun, if no relief 
be at hand, is^likewife attended with very bad confe- 
quences, for it is an aifedion fo conne^ed with the 
animal fpirits, that thofe perfons whofe puns have 
been ftopt, have frequently been dull, difcontented, 
and ftupid for a whole evening. Tom Quibble, an 
old friend of mine, and an^ incurable punfter, take« 
care to procure a free difcharge for his puns, bawling 
them out fo vociferouHy,. and with fo little attention 
to good manners, that he fometimes gives offence; 
and a gentleman lately told him very refpeflfully, 
that it was the defire of the company he " ihould not 
iet another pun that night." All this, however, (hows 
that there is-fomething in punning, which, to fay the 
lead, cannotbe obfVruded without much difficulty. 
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Having ftated that punning. is a natuira] difcbargc, 
it follows that where that di&harge is too great, fome 
remedy fhould be taken to keep it within due bounds* 
But in thisi I own, I have been difappointed in every 
experiment. I have had feveral patients recommended 
to me in this diforder, but^ after long and repeated 
ixialSf have been obliged to difmifs them as incurable* 
Severe remedies are always improper^ and it is a very 
difficult matter to get at the feat of the diforder: nay^ 
what is worfe, many think the di (order a credit to 
themj and when that is the cafe, we cannot be fur- 
prifed if they refufe to hear of a remedy. But a dif- 
cuflion of the medicines proper for this difeafe would 
lead me into a wide fields and although it might pro- 
cure me the approbation of the regular faculty, I am. 
afraid that, with the parties affeded^ I ihouJd have* 
imly the reputation of a q^uack.^ 

G. 



SWEARING^. NOT A NATURAL DISCHARGE. 

[From the famej 
MR. EDITORr 

/^N parting with a few friends fome evenings ago^ 
^^ one of them, who walked my way, obferved, "i 
ftould admire that.young man much more, who enter- 
tained us to-night with his wit and vivacity, if he hadi 
fkot iuch 2^ bait I of /wearing,^' 

Thefe words^ which nearly clbfed our converfa* 
tion for the night, threw me into a reverie or fit of 
thinking, on a habit To ftrange as that of Jwearlng^ 
or interlarding every fentence in converfation with- 
certain expletives,, which are too well known to require 
fpecifying here ; and this is not upen. extraordinary^ 
emergencies, or burila of paflion, which fome think 
may admit of a Utile /wearing (although, B^^b^ps, this 

is 
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is a midake), but continually, on all ^ccafioos, andas 
ive may fay, in cool blood. 

A habit oi fwearing! It appears the mod unac- 
countable of all our bad Iiabits. It lead.s from nothings 
and to nothing." How a man may learn to fwear, 
may be probably delcrmined by the company he keeps;, 
but how it becomes a f7xed habit, is a more difEcult 
queftion lo anfwer, and that, becaufe we obferve it in^ 
othcrwife, men of fenfe and education. Aflc them 
why they ufe fo many ftrange oaths to cfee out their 
converfation, and-ihey will frankly confefs it is an idle 
cuftom. Afk them to give it over, and they will, 
while you are prefent, put on fome reftraint, out re>- 
turn again^ from the force of habit, to their original 
quantity. 

Swearing, even when not a habit, is a very unac- 
countable thing. There is fomething to be faid for 
every bad pTa6iice, but this. No man defends it — 
no man has written in its favour. Atheifm, blafphcmy, 
drunkennefs, and every fpecies of profligacy, have 
had their open and avowed advocates among the 
pretended philofophers of our day; but fwearing has 
been left to (land or fall by its own ftrength, and we 
find that it has ftrength to fupport itfelf againft enemies 
of moft potent charms^ againft common fenfe and good 
manners ; for it is to be found in all ranks of life, in 
polifhed as well as the ruder circles; in brilliant 
aifemblies as well as humble parties ; in faftiionable 
fquares as well as blind alleys* Yet ftill, no one de- 
fends it ; an eifay in its favour would be a great curio- 
fity, yet the genius of mankind has not yet been ade* 
quate to fuch a work. How wonderful that a prac-^ 
tice ftiould have fo long fubfifted in full vigour, for 
-which not a fyllable of excufe or vindication has ever 
appeared in print ! 

And here, by the by, is one of its Angular charac« 
terifticst It caA fcarcely ever appear in prints The 
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few expreflions ufed on the (lage, as copied from rea! 

life, if printed, are printed i/vith the cautious or 

*• ♦ ♦, which ufed to be employed in feditious wrhifigs. 
No man has ventured to print an entire fwearing fcene^ 
fuch as may be often heard in houfes as well as in the 
flreets. Nay, what is more, I haye never heard of 
any habitual fwearer, who conveyed his oaths by pod 
to his correfpondents. I have feen many letters from 
gemhmen of the above defcription, but they were as 
pure from fwearing as the circular charge of a bifhop. 
I almoft wifh they would fwear a little with the pen ; 
the Jight would probably evince the abfurdity which 
does not at prefent ftiike in the way of hearing. I am 
perfuaded, that if one of our round /wearers were to 
fee half an hour of his converfation committed topaperi 
he would deny if, as the ravings of a bedlamite ; or, 
at lead, he would be furprifed how any man (hould 
make ufe of fo many words without any meaning. 

In what I have faid of fwearing on the ftage, I may, 
perhaps, be in fome meafure liable to cohtradi£lion* 
I am aware, indeed, that of late more ftage oaths than 
ufual have crept into print, but I have the opinion of 
the beft critics on my fide, that/ they Hiamefully deform 
the page, ^nd are an infult to the decency of the ag^: 
another inftance in which poor fwearing is miferably 
deferted and forfaken, having none to (land up in its 
defence, no not even they Vho are moft addidled to it, 
I have, indeed, heard fome perfons alfert, wthelher 
in jcflr or earneft my readers muft judge, that fwear-^ 
ing is a natural dijcharge^ and therefore to be regulated 
by the laws which we apply to bodily difcharges in 
general. Now, it ftrnck me that this defence would 
not be admitted by the learned gentlemen of Warwick 
Lane; and upon application to one of them on this 
fubjeft, he very freely gaVe me his opinion, which, 
as I paid no fee for it, 1 fhall as freely communicate 
to my readers* 

^* Swear- 
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"Swearing,'* faid my learned friend Dr, P^r/- 
wigmenosj " cannot be a natural difcharge, becaufe it 
.hath none of the chara£teriftics of a natural difcharge. 
Firft, It is to be obferved, that a natural difcharge is 
for the promotion of health, but it never yet was 
known that fwearing was beneficial to the health ; nor - 
cai; it be faid that fwearers are Aronger or (louter men 
than others, nor do fwearers live to a greater age* An 
old man, indeed, may be heard to fwear, as my old 
porter does, when he is obliged to get up in the night, 
but he is not old becaufe he fwears. On the contrary^ 
I fufpeft that fwearers are very liable to certain dif- 
orders, as inflammations ; and in their own language, 
they feem to confefs that fwearing is rather a y!/ than a 
natural difcharge : now we know ih^ifits are very un- 
natural things. Secondly, Swearing is not a natural 
difcharge, becaufe it is violent and ungovernable. 
Who ever heard of a gentle fwearing, as we fay, a 
gentle perfpiration ? Thirdly, It is eilential to natural 
difcharges, that they be regular ; but no man has yet 
pretended to fay that fwearing is not the mod irregular 
thing in the world, and the caufe of much want of 
regularity in all who praflife, or even who hear ]t« 
Fourthly, Mod natural difcharges are imperceptible 
and folitary; it would be very abfurd, therefore, to 
call fwearing a natural difcharge, becaufe it almoft 
always requires the prefence of two perfons, at lead » 
Xo promote it; fuch as a couple of dear friends ^ a • 
matter and his fervant; or, in very ordinary cafes, 
even a man and his wife. If it ^^ a natural difcharge, 
in the name of decency, why affront a company with 
it ? Let a temple be built, and dedicated, for this 
purpofe in fome folitary place, where the ears of deli- 
cate people may not be offended with, fuch copious dif- 
charges of oaths and curfes. But it is plain that this 
argument will not hold good. Then, fifthly, it is 
peculiar to natural difcharges, that, if obflrudled^ a 
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difeafe comes on ; if perfpiration, for example^ it 
obftruded, M^hy, there are colds^ and coughs, and 
fevers. But who eyer heard of a man fufFering by the 
obftrufiion of fwearing ? They teM us, indeed, fome- 
times, that when any conftraint is upon them, as the 
prefence of a fuperior, the kifide of a church, or even 
the fight of a cudgel, they are ready to burd: but 
there is no cafe on the records of medicine of any fuch 
event taking place. No: a pent-up oath will never 
hurt any man ; and if the fource of fweartng were to 
be dammed up (they like that word, it founds fo like 
fwearing), I will venture to fay the parties will not 
fufFer in their healthy but, on the contrary, be better 
men, both in body and mind. I have only one more 
argument on this fubje£t, and that is, fixthly. That na- 
tural difcharges are fo called, becaufe they arecommoa 
to all mankind ; and in this refped, therefore^ it is 
to be hoped, differ eflentially from fwearing, which 
is confined to a certain defcription only of men, and 
is found among very few women, andthofe of the 
> lower order, wkh, perhaps, half a dozen exceptions) 
to be picked up at the faro-tables. Upon all thefe 
accounts, tny good friend," added Dr. PeriwigfnenoSf 
** you plainly fee that they who would defend fwearing 
upon the ground of being a natural difcharge, under- 
ftand very little of the fubjeS they are talking about. 
Had the cafe been otherwife, the College would not 
have been fo inattentive to tli^ interefts of mankind, 
and their own, as to have omkteda lift of anii-fwear'- 
ing medicines in the laft edition of the London Phar- 
macopoeia. No; no. All the natural difcharges 
have been fettled long ago, and we have had too much 
plague with them to wifh to add another to the col- 
kaion." 

I am^ Sir^ yours, 

C. A. 
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THE MISERABLE DOG. 

[From the fame.] 
'* What *s more mlferahlt than difcontent?" SUAKsriiiRt. 

MR. EDITOR, 

A LTHQUGH I have been many years a conftant 
^^ reader of your Magazine, I know not whether 
any of your correfpondents have ever given us the 
charader of a Moji Miferahle Dogy one of thofc ani- 
mals who, with an outward figure and appearance 
like other men, and a decent proportion of underftand- 
ing, has, neverthelefs, made war againft the whole 
creation, and has jn particular fworn to be difpleafed 
at whatever happens, either on earth, Tea, or air« 
Perhaps your readers in remote parts of the country 
may not be aware that fuch charadlers exift. The 
metropolis, indeed, is the only place where they exift 
in the higheft perfe£lion, becaufe, as it abounds more 
in perfons and events than any other place, it muft 
confequently afford the higheft degree of gratification 
to him who is determined to find out the greatefi pof- 
fible number of faults. 

I am never furprifed when I find that London is the 
favourite refidence of all oddities. There is no place 
that affords them fo much liberty and fecurity, or 
where they can feed their various propenfities fo 
cheaply; for whether they love or abhor company, 
they may be more at large or more fecluded here than, 
perhaps, in any part of his Majefty's dominions. But 
with refpci^ to the charafler mentioned in the begin- 
ning of my letter, it is obviou'^ that London is the 
only place for him. A man whofc pleafure is to find 
faults, muft neceflarily go where they moft abound, 
as he who would purchafe a very large flock of any 
commodity, mufl go to the mofl extenfive market^« 
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Although I have frequently met with the clafs of 
moft miJerabU d^gs^ I cannot exadly fay how numerous 
they are* Some appear much more perfedl in the art 
of complaining than others, and therefore are a lelFer 
fpecles. Some, for example, may think it enough to 
mutter and grumble about the affairs they are more 
immediately interefted in, as their trade, the heavy 
taxes, and bad payments: but in general a truly mi/er^ 
able dog does not (lop here, but takds a wide range 
through all created obje63ts ; and if one day he is vent- 
ing his fpleen upon a foreign Gazette, you may per* 
haps the next find him inveighing againft a north eaft 
v^^ind, or lamenting, in doleful dumps, that the fun 
does not ihine as it ufed to do in his young days, and 
that our moons have fallen off Very much fince he can 
remember. 

With a charaAer, of this defcription^ the.feafoaS/ 
never fail to be in the wrong. If you watch his opi- 
nion for a whole year, you will not be able to catch a 
fmgle day that is made as it ought to be. He can 
always remember or fuppofe fome.thing more agreeable 
and healthy. If you believe him, indeed, the weather 
is always in extremes. The fun either does not fhine 
at all, or it dazzles with an uncomfortable meridian 
brightnefs. The air is either too cold, or too hoty 
and confequently never hits the happy medium. We 
have either perpetual drought, or a continued deluge 
of rain ; and as to the winds, they appear to have loft 
all fenfe of conftancy, and are more fickle and variable 
than ever were known in his time. Indeed the wea- 
ther-glafs and the weather-cock are perpetual fources 
of mifery to him, and might long ago have felt the 
weight of his indignation, if he did not confider them 
as harmlefs agents, and not guilty of any intention to 
offend him by their various changes. 

If you take one of the miferabie dogs into the country, 
it is only to hear how much worfe every thing is there 

thaa 
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than in town ; that it is fo hot^ there is no (helter 
from the parching fun^ while in town, when the fit , 
is upon him,, you are told we are mofl uncomfortably 
iheltered from the leaft breath of frefli air. In your , 
journey, befides, you will find that the inns are all 
bad, the bills exorbitant, the drivers of carriages in-r^ 
folent, and not a gentleman's houfe on the road worth 
looking at ; nay, the roads themfelves are impaflable, 
and that for two reaftins, which one with another laft 
him the whole year; either they are half filled with 
water, or fo dry that the dufl is intolerable ; and, ia 
(horr, nothing pleafes as in town. 

But when you come to town, and exprefs your fa- 
tisfadion at any objed, y6u will find, that is, he will 
tell you, how very inferior every thing is to the famp 
thing in the country ; that you are paying pounds for 
what you may have for (hillings in the country ; that 
every body impofes on you; that you can't go a mile 
out of town without the danger of being robbed; nay, 
that you may be knocked on the head in the next 
ftreet ; that every perform in a fhop is ready to cheat you, 
and every boy you meet ready to pick your pocket ; 
and that the whole is fuch a fink of iniquity as no man 
would live in, who knows the purity and primitive 
fimplicity of a life in the tountry. 

This may appear fomewhat contradiflory ; but con- 
tradidlion is fo much the eflfence of the charafter I am 
defcribing, that no mijerahle dog could exift without 
being as much at variance with himfelf and his own 
opinions, as with thofe of other people. There is no 
perfon, indeed, that a truly m'lfer able dog h U^K{\}<tv\\\y 
quarrels with as himfelf; and it would be a miracle, 
indeed, if you found one of the fpecies agreeing with 
himfelf for two hours together. They agree in no- 
thiiig but differencey as infidels are humoroufly faid to 
believe in all manner of unbelief. Whatever objeAs 
are prcfented to them are wrong, whether they be 
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vorks of nature or art. Books, fields, buildingf:, gar- 
dens, meats, and drinks, are all worfe than the]^ 
ought to be, and worfe than a mijerable dog has ever 
feen. But let me not, vkile 1 repeat the words fo 
often, be thought to give them an uncivil' name, for 
it comes from their own lips. Not one of theni but 
exclaims when any calamity befalls him. When, for 
inftance, a fowl is over-roafied, or a banker (lops ; 
when infers devour the vegetables, or a light guinea 
comes in his way; when the wind blows frefh, or 
the wine taftes of the cork ; when beef is at a Ihilling 
a pound, or no places to be had for the new play ; 
when his child dies of the fmall- pox, or his wife has 
taken a bad fixpence ; if he has no umbrella when it 
rain», or an uncouth preacher mounts the pulpit; if 
he be fuddenly feized by a fore throat, or a bailiff: 
in all thefe affliding circumflances and dreadful perils, 
his exclamation will be, •* Sure I am the mofl mijer- 
able dog alive 1" 

To fuch a charaftei* as this, it will not • be thought 
furprifing, if politics fhould afford many a rich repaft 
of complaint. Indeed that fcieace, as it is very fre- 
quently ftudied, gives great fcope for difcontent. Bc- 
fide other matters, we are always fure of new taxes, 
and who does not love to complain of them? Nor 
will it be thought furprifing, if one of the fpecies of 
miferable dogs ihould generally be, on what is called 
the oppofition fide, not from any particular attach- 
ment to a particular fet of men or of opinions, nor 
from any motives of a difloyal kind, but merely be- 
caufe the oppofition fide is that which is mo^ watch* 
ful in making objc£lion«5, finding faults, and prepar- 
ing cenfures. Upon this account the miferable d<^g- 
kind generally take part with oppofition, not this or 
that party, but with the oppofition for the time beir.g. 
I at prefent know a charaSer of this defcription who 
Supported the oppofivvotv throughout the whole Ameri- 
can 
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can war,, and ne^er lived fo happily, for that happened 
to be a continued feries of finding fault; but the 
moment his friends got into power he deferted them, 
•and has performed ihefi^me^on/iannound of imanfiancy 
in the various changes fince. Indeed to the truly 
piiferable dog^ nothing can be more acceptable than the 
;general tenour of oppofition politics, or rather I (hould 
lay party politics, where the two parties mutually^ 
agree, and lay k down as a rule that neither can be 
right, or (hall be rigJit. Befides, the pleafure a man 
iias in aflerting every now and then that his country is 
ruined, mud be a gratification of a very fuperior kind, 
Jind peculiarly agreeable to miferable dogs^ either indi- 
vidually or coIle£tively. 

Although from thefe traits in the charaSer of thefe 
miferable dogs ^ it appears that they derive a pleafure 
from complaint; it has not yet been determined among 
writers on the ibbjeft, of what kind that pleafure is, 
nor has it been as yet ranked among the fources of 
iiappinefs. Neverthelefs, it muft be admitted fome- 
how or other into this clafs, for we cannot fuppofe 
any man poflTefiTed of common reafon, who would 
perfiil for a long time in any fyftem, direflly contra- 
diiStory to the general notion of happinefs, without 
finding in it a fomething of comfort or fatisfa£(ion, 
which lies too deep for the penetration of others* 
This quefiion, therefore, muft remain undetermined, 
unlefs fome one of the fraternity will, in the manner 
of RoufTeau, and others, publifh his ConfeJJionSj and 
let us into the fecret of being really happy by being 
apparently miferable, moft pleafcd when moft difcon* 
tented, and perfeflly contented when every thing goes 
wrong. Such a difclofure of feelings would undoubt- 
edly be a great curiofity in the hiftory of the human 
mind; and if there happens to be, as I think there 
muft, among your numerous readers, one miferable 
dog^ who reads this letter, he may be alfured he will 
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gratify the public in no inconfiderable degree by ex- 
plaining the principles of his fyftem. In the mean 
time, I fliall conclude with their charadler, as de- 
pided by another hand, under the name of Screech- 
owls. 

The fcreech-owls, fays my author, feem to be fet- 
tled in an opinion that the great buflnefs of life is to 
complain, and that they were born for no other pur- 
pofe than to diftprb the happinefs of others, to leffen 
the little comforts, and (horten the Chart pleafuresof 
our condition, by painful remembrances of the paftf 
or melancholy prognoftics of the future: their only 
care is to crufli the rifing hope, or damp the kindling 
tranfport, and allay the golden hours of gaiety with 
the hateful drofs of grief and fufpicion. To thofe, 
whofe weaknefs of fpirits, or timidity of temper, 
fubjefts them to impreflions from others, and who are 
apt to fufFer by fafcination, and catch the contagion 
of mifery, it is extremely unhappy to live within the 
compafs of a fcreech-owrs voice ; for it will often fill 
their ears in the hours of dejedion, terrify them with 
appreheniions, which their own thoughts would never 
have produced, and fadden, by intruded forrows, the 
day which might have been paffed in amufements or 
in bufinefs; it will burden the heart with unneceflary 
difcontents, and weaken, for a time, that love of life, 
which is neceflary to the vigorous profecution of any 
undertaking. 

I am, Sir, younf, 

Lucius. 
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SPECIMENS OF THE KIND OF FAMILIAR 

HISTORY INTENPEQ FOR A 

NEWSPAPER. 

[From the famej 

<< T>Y our laft advices from KnightCbriidlgey vrc hear 

-"-* that a horfe was clapped into the potmd on the 
3d inft. and that he was not releaied- when the letters' 
came away. 

*' We are informed from Fancras, that a dozen 
weddings were lately celebrated in the mother church 
of that place; but are referred to their next letters 'for 
the names of the parties concerned. 

'* Letters from Brompton advife, that the widow 
Blight bad received feveral vifits from John Mil- 
dew, which affords great matter of fpeculation inthofe 
parts. 

" By a fiffierman who lately- touched at Hammer^ 
fmith, there is advice from Putney, that a certain 
perfon well known in that place is likely to lofe his 
ele£tion for churchwarden; but this being boat news, 
we cannot give entire credit to if . 

<* Letters frdm PakkHhgton bting little more than 
that William Squeak, the fow-gelder, pafled through 
that place on the 5th inftiudt. 

<* They advife from- Fulham, that things remained. 
there in the fame ftatethey were. They had intelli- 
gence, juft as the letters came away, of a tub of ex- 
cellent ale, juft fet abroach at Parfon's Green ; but 
this wanted confirmation." 

Thefe fpecimens, it is evident^ though very inge* 

nious, are not quite fo minute in point of informa** 

tion, as the curiofity of the prefent day requires; 

and therefore^ in . wnat foHowS| wc venture a niore 

^ VOL^ III. 8 clofo 
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clofe imitation of modern newfpapersy efpecially in 
the article of what they call Bon Ton, or Faihionable 
Intelligence. 

** Yefterday, as his Majeffy was cominjg to town, 
the hat of one of the poflillions was blown off; at 
which three of the horfe-guards laughed mod immo- 
derately. 

'< It is with great concern we inform the public, 
that Mr. Simon Softly, an eminent cork-cutter, lies 
dangeroufly ill of the gout at his country-feat near 
Gray^s Inn Lane. 

** A battle was fought yefterday m Five-farthing 
Fields, between a chimney-fweeper and an old-c4othef- 
man of fome didindion, which terminated in favour 
of the latter. There were feverat amateurs of the firft 

rank prefent, as Lord , Colonel .^ the Hon. 

Mr. — — . 

*' Friday laft, as Mr. Humphrey Tripping, a gro« 
cer of conflderable property, was riding along the 
High Street, Iflington, his horfe had the misfortune 
to lofe one of his Oioes. 

'* The accompliihed Mifs Amelia Wilhelmina 
Boggis, of Clerkenwell Clofe, fet oS yefterday for 
Brighton. The fea air has been recomaiended, which 
for fome weeks has been very fenfibiy felt on that 
coafi. 

<' Yederday, as Mr. George Conundrum, of Moor- 
gate, was converfing with fome friends in his ufual 
way, he fell into a grievous miftake, and was extri- 
cated wijth great difficulty. j^ 

'' Wednefday evening the following melancholy 
accident happened. As Mr. Thomas Belch, of Gun 
Dock, was returning home from the tavern, he was 
fuddenly attacked by two bowls of rack punch, which 
deprived him of his fenfes and recolledion. He left 
a bufmcfs and two apprentices to regret his lols. 

« Mr. 
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*' Mr, Grubb!e has given his brother George the 
life of his horfe, while he remains at Margate. 

^^ Advices from Limchoufe mention that a violent 
quarrel broke out between Mr. and Mrs. Tarpaulin^ 
which was not got under when the poft came away. 

" The overfeer of St. Bartholomew's parifh came 
to town laft night. He immediately went to the Cat 
and Fiddle, and was waited upon by the landlord. We 
liope to be able to lay before our readers in a few days 
the real objeA of his journey to IQeworth. 

*< An intelligent correfpondent informs us, that the 
clerk of St. John's has given orders for a new Bible 
and Prayer-book for the church, but in rough calf^ 
and not in morocco, as aflerted in an evening paper. 

** Mr. Simpkins is about to repair his houfe in 
Lant Street. The nightmen were there on Friday 
and Saturday. 

<* Mrs. Dingley and family are at Ramfgate: the^ 
return by the hoy. There is an evident defign in 
keeping the public ignorant of the caufe of this extra- 
ordinary meafure. 

^* Mr. SapfcuU and Mr. Henry Blink are fiewards 
for the next anniverfary of the Odd Fellows. 

*' The hofpitality and condefcenfion of Mrs. Truby 
and her beautiful daughters, are much talked of in 
Bermondfey Street. 

" Captain Stout, late of the Train Bands, has 
taken a fnug box next the turnpike, Iflington. It is 
that with the brown door, oppofite the public houfe. 

" Mr. Grantley has come to his new houfe in Ro- 
famond's Row. He has fold his (hare in the (hop at 
Norton Falgate, which occafioned a good deal of fpe- 
culation. 

** George Wigley, Efq. we are forry to find, leaves 
the fnufF-(hop in Barbican^ the air not agreeing with 
his health. 

a a *^ Bartho- 
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*' Bartholomew-fair ycftcrday beaded of much 
fa(hion — Mr. and Mrs. Biihop, Mrs. Boggle,* the 
widow Brady, and her daughters, the two Mifs Jones', 
with a long &c. of fafliionable names." 

After this fpecimen, we (hould, perhaps, be blamed 
for leaving our work half finifhed, if w^e omitted 
propoGhg fome alterations cf novelties in the way of 
advertifements* We therefore fubjoin a few fpeci- 
mens of thefe. 

" Washball and Company refpeflfully inform 
the public, that they have juft imported a large quan*> 
tity of the true, genuine, celeftiai wafh, for the face 
and neck. It converts the greateft uglinefa into the 
greateft beauty, and not only removes all freckles^ 
but fmooths the face, removes fquinting, and the 
pernicious effeds of a wry nofe, as can be attefied by 
many ladies of diftindlion. Price^ in bottles^ one 
guinea e^Chy ftampincluded. 

<< Bath I NO. — ^Bathing being lb healthy aiwJ ufefuU 
at this feafon of the year particularly, Meflrs» Irilh 
and Company beg leave to recommend their yard- 
fquare towels, which hare been fo long approved by 
the public, as much fmoother, and better for wiping 
the body than any other. May be had in any quan- 
tity fit for immediate ufe^. 

" To THE Clergy. — A valuable living to be dif- 
pofed of, in a fine fporting country, within a hundred 
miles of London. The duty may be done folr ao/^ a 
year. None but men of principle will be dealt 
with. — N.B. Theufe of a pack of hounds in the 
feafon. 

*' To THE CURIOUS.--2T0 be feen, at the fign of 
the Loggerheads, Stepney Caufeway, an extraordinary 
chihi, that has two heads, four arms, four legs, and 
dvery thing elfe in proportion. It is tw6 years old, 

and 
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and can feed itfelf. Admittance, one (hilling. ChiU 
dren and fervants,' half price. — N. B. Stay will be 
fliort. 

"-To BE SEEN. At the great room, corner of 
Sweeting's Alley, Threadneedle Street, a' large and 
curious aflTortment of wild beafts^ many of which 
have come from Germany, Holland, Italy, and other 
foreign parts. Some remarkable bears, and fome 
Engliih bulls of an uncommon breed. Alfo feveral 
ducks which have the fmgular property to be lame^ 
and waddle in a very peculiar manner. To be feeA 
from ten to three in the afternoon. 

^'Herculaneum, Birmingham. — Meflrs.Hunv- 
bug and Company, agents for the Herculaneum at 
Birmingham, have juft received a large cargo of 
real antiques, manufactured at that place, and prefer- 
able to thofe which are town-made, confining of Othos^ 
Galbas, Neros, Cleopatras, and Mark Antony's. At 
the above place, antiques repaired, and coins defaced 
agreeable to hiftory. Gentlemen fending their own 
patterns, may have antiques made accordingly. Se- 
veral new Queen Anne's farthings, and Roman pen^ 
nies. 

** Notice. — If A. B. does not remove the child 
he left at the widow Wifhfort's lodgings, nine months 
ago, it will be fold to defray expenfes.^ — N. B. This 
not to be repeated. 

«* BiKTHS.— The lady of Mr. Solomon Squirt^ 
apothecary, of a fon and heir.*— Mifs Matilda Mop, 
only maid to Mr. Twigg, of Little Britain^ of a 
daughter.— ^Lady Dunffan, of a. fine boy. 

" Makhiages. — Mr. Deputy Grizzle,, to Mift 
Anne Maria. Skeggs, of Norton Falgate,. an amiable 
lady, with ahandfome fortune.— Mr. Napper Brian^ 
of Duck Lane, to Mifs Sarah Matilda Augufla Jen* 
kins^ of the fame pTace.— Walter Morgan^ Efq. of 

s 3 Liquor- 



Liqnorppnd Street, to Mifs Eftlfania Amelia Hogs' 
ffeft, of MelancholyNWalk* 

*< Deaths. — George Grilkin, Efq. of Newgate 
Market, many years an eimnent dealer in pork. — 
Thurfday, after eating a hearty dinner, John Bullhead, 
Efq. common councilman, undertaker, and major of 
the Train Bands. He wasin perfect health but a mi' 
nute before, and had drunk the firft toaft in a bumper. 
*— This morning, at his country feat near Gofwell 
Street, Mr. Ephraim Muzzy, a great and eminent 
horfe-fhoe maker, atSd many years a member under 
the Cauliflower. The bufinefs will be carried on as 
ufual, by his difconfolate widow,— *Yefl:erday evening, 
univerfally lamented, in the fixty-third year of his age, 
Mr. William Melt, one of the principal tallow-chan- 
dlers of Shoe Lane. — Same day, Mr. John Ketch, 
chief afliftant at the Court of Seflions, held at the 
Old Bailey. He was an affediouate father, a faithful 
hufband, and a Uftder friend" 

'Oliver Quidnunc. 



, EPIGRAMS. 
Miftrum eji alhna mcumherefarmem Jo v» 

" TVr^ «»f^orj dcquir*d a haine 

'^^ That brilliant decks the roll of Fame : 
Laurels in war my grandfire won ; 
My father in the Senate (hcMie ; 

My " " Stop, Sir:-T-fay what you have done!*' 

'.' Done !— all their honours I inherit !'• 

** True, great Sir: ^/^--except their merit !** 



InterJum 



Inter dum vulgus reBum 'OiJit, HoR. 

PATRlCIUS cried—" \yhile you 'veexiftencc^ 

-Keep, fon, Plebeians at a diftancei" 

This fpeech a Butcher overheard,. 

And quick replied—" I wifh, my Lord', 

You*d' thus . id vjs'd, before your fon 

^« deeply in my diebt had run /" 



^* 



ON TlTE UNPRECEDENTED INCREASE OF PEER AGE*' 
UNDER THE PRESENT PKEMIEIl- 

. SAYS thefirft William Pitt, wilh his woittecl emotion^ 
"The Peers are no more than a drop in the Ocean i^ 
But fo far from this point his fucceflbr now veers, 
That "himfelf 's bm a drop in an Ocean of Peers. 



JOHN BULL'S COURTSHIP OF MtSS ERIN". , 

[From the Morning Chronicle]. 
MR^ EDITOR, 

TN your paper I bbfervea paragraph informing usi. 
•*• that ** Mr. Bull is about to rebuild hrs boufc for 
the reception of his Irijh Bride *." T,he public are, no- 
doubt, obliged to you for ;liis piece of intcHigence ;. 
but you mull give me leave to fay that you have beeti 
hitherto fomewhafremifs in fumiihing the tea-tables 
with anecdotes and particulars relative tothis marriage. 
As, hovirev'er, I am convinced that your attention tb 
X\i^ fajhionable part of the Morning Chronic le is not 



* New buildings for the .meetings of Parliament began at this time 
to be talked of; Ebit. 
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diminiflied, Khali fupply you ^ith fome items from 
undoubted authority y with which you m^y gratify the 
curioftty of your readers during the fhort period of 
courtship which remains. Marriages ever fu prepof- 
terous aflFord but " a nine days' wonder." GoiEps, 
' therefore, muA be defirousto fill up thofe nine daysa$ 
well as they can. 

That the whole affair Is one of the rnqfl extraordi- 
nary of the kind, appears even in the prefent ftage of 
the bufjnefs. What it will be when the parties come 
together^ I (hall not guefs. It is not for me to pro- 
fane the chafte myflcries of Hymen, Truth, how- 
ever, obliges me to fay, that Mr; Bull's mode-of courh 
Jhif is fo lingular, that I am perfuaded the whole an- 
nals of love exhibit nothing like it. Juftly may we 
fey with the poet — 

" Was ever woman in fuch humour woo'd ? 
Was ever woman in fuch hrtmour won ?" _ 

Mr. BulPs attachment began to be fufpe£led many 
years ago by the Lady, who was nowife inclined to 
encourage it. About the year 1782, juft after Ihe was 
recovered from a JcarUt fever, John appears to have 
paid his addreffes \ but (he was fo decidedly againft 
the match, that he confented to withdraw his preteR- 
fiqns, and (he confidered this as z final fettletnent ; and 
John himfelf (if we may believe^ fome people who 
'^x^re fervants in his houfe at that time) conGdered it 
%^ the fame light, and, perhaps, thought he had -con* 
quered bis attachment. It returned, however, fome 
time ago, and with increafed violence ; which you will 
nor be furprifed at, if what he fays be true, that 
jtalmijy was ^dded to his former love, and that the ap^- 
pearance of a French Juitor awakened all his hopes and 
fears. 

John^ therefore, again made a declaration of his 
paffion ; and this conftitutes the nvoft extraordinary 

part 
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jpart of the bufinefs. It might be fuppbfcd that a lover^ 
whofe pallion was heightened by the ^appearance of a 
rival, would have urged his fuit with all the trembling 
and tender refpeft prefcribed by the laws of Cupid; 
that he would have wept, knelt, adored, fighed, and 
offered to hang himfelf ; that he would have talked of 
charms, graces, darts, and flames. No fuch thing: 
fiames there were, indeed, and not altogether of the 
metaphorical kind ; and there was a fpecies of demi-' 
hanging ; but John began with calling his fweethearC 
all the bad names he could think of; and, although 
but a few minutes before he would have turned any 
fervant out of doors that dared to wag his tongue 
againft her, he now gave them an unlimited privilege 
to abufe her in any way they thought proper, One 
/aid that John's attachment to her was like that of a 
man wha had a wolf: by the ears, and could neither 
keep his hold nor let go. Another faid (be was a 

drunken, (11-bred, thrifilefs trull. A third but k 

ivopld be endjefs to recount alPthe abuftve things faid 
of her. I muft, however, mention, as the iiniifarng 
of 1^11, that ihe had not only carried on a correfpond* 
ence with the French rival above mentioned, but that 
the fellow had adually got accefs to^ and flept ?n her 
houfe for feveral days, notwithftanding John had cm* 
ployed a nutiiber of fervants to drive him away. This 
latter affair is, indeed, I"am afraid, nojiory: it is cer- 
tain that the French Gentleman did hhd ; and why 
he was not fent about his buiinefs fooner, is either a 
pairadox, or we muft explain it by fuppofing that (he 
had a feccet preference for him. Another obje^Sion 
raifed againfi her is^ that ihe was utterly incapable of 
managing her own affairs, and that, upon the whole, 
her charafler was fo bad, that it could be mended only 
by John's making ** an honeft woman" of her. 

Nor was the Lady's moral chara6ter the only defe^ 
which John coaverted inio ^ pretence ; even herperfon 
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was attacked : <he was fatd to be liable to inflammatoT) 
difordtrs and breakings «w/, which, humanly fpeaking, 
might be as much her misfortune as her fault ; and it 
was finally alleged, as the bcft of aH poflible pleas for 
marriage, that the had been lately affliAed with the 
green ficknefs. And to all thcfe difonlers of body and 
mind, it was not unfrequcntly hinted that (he v^as 
much more of a Papiil than of a Proteftant ; and that it 
was abfolutely necefTary John ihould marry her, bc- 
caufe he had an infaitible knack at curing that as well 
as other damnable herefies. 

Afier this dcfcription, which I have had at varioas 
times from John's own mouth, your readers may juftly 
fiippofe that none but a fool would take a woman of 
this kind to his arms. Yet John is, upon the main^ 
no fool ; aiid he fays, whatever we may think of it, 
that he knows what he is about. I (hall not give my 
fult opinion on the fuhjefl ; but I muft fay that in all 
this abufe of \\\^intendedy I perceive fomethingof r«»- 
if/«^, though not much fuperior to a cufiom which I 
am told certain country clowns have ofjpitting in their 
potridge^ that no intruder may put his (poon in. And 
likewife, I perceive that the affair fmacks not a little 
of thofe Smithfield bargains, where the inclinations of 
the parlies are lefs confulted than *heir fortunes. Now, 
John -is always harping upon the contiguity of his 
'bride's eftate : they lie, he *fays, fo fnug together ; 
although thisfnugnefsis interrupted by a piece of water 
fo large that all the ftones on his cftate would not fuf- 
fice to build a bridge over it. 

On the part of the Lady I have only to fayi by way 
of information, that fhe is neither fo good nor fobad 
as has been reprefented : the worft I can affirm whh 
certainty is, tharher education was very much negled- 
ed,and that John will find her a very uncouth compa- 
jiion, unlefs he provides able tutors for her ; not mere 
men of difcipline — men who woyxM flog their fcholars 

in 
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in a public ftreety to make them coiifcTs robbing an 
orchard, but mtn of fcnfe and humanity as welt as 
knowledge. I miift remark likewife, that her repug- 
nance to this match, although, perhaps*' not fo great 
as formerly, is yet too much To for the mutuaLraptures 
of the honey moon. John has got -over mod of her 
fervants (and we all know the power of fervants over 
the viifed of miArciTes), and he has made large pro- 
mifes to others ; to fome he promifes to aintinue ihem 
in their places y and to others to get them better places 
on his own eftate. 

But allowance muft be made for a woman's fears. 
As John affeds to know a great deal of his br.de^ flie 
likewife pretends to know fomething of him \ and 
among other ohje£lions, twits him with having married 
" a former wife, a Scotch girlj who has gained the afc nd- 
ancy over 'him fo far, that he has fcarcely any thing 
but Scotch fervants about him. To this John replies^ 
that the Scotch woman has long ago been dead in law, 
that it is true he has a numerous progeny by her, to 
whom he has been very kind^ becaufe they were the 
quieted and mod comfortable family any man ever had ; 
and he adds — ** If your chiUlren behave as well, they 
will be as well treated." This brings on an alterca- 
tion and very high words, all ending in a d'lvijion^ in 
which John (hows his fuperior ftrenglh. 

In the mean time, the marriage ariicles were drawn 
up, and have been pern fed and reperufed again and 
again ; and the Lady, over-perfuaded by lier fervants, 
has been obliged to fubmit, though fome think with a 
vtry bad grace. To diow a little fpirit, however, (he 
pi^tendsto haggle about pin-money, her allowance of 
linen, pork, and butter, and fome trifling articles of 
houfekeeping. The bans have been proclaimed ii\ her 
parifti-chiirch, and the wedding, it is expelled, witt 
be foon celebrated. What happinefs may beexpe£led J 
from a match begun umipr fucfa inaufpictous circum* ^ 

fiaacei^ 
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flincefiy is not for- me to conje£^ure. It is certain 
that John has been open and candid even to an ex- 
tjeme. He has not gained his wife by any of the 
ufual flatteries that are poured into the ears of women 
1^ gay (educers*. He may have a fecret hankering 
after her dirty acres, but, as already proved, he has 
not complimented her beauty or her virtues. If we 
judge from common ^^perience, he mud remind every 
perTon of the old fong, 

*' There lived a man in Balliaocrazy, 

Who wanted a wife to make him unaijy^ &c.'' 

Jobn.is»not fo young as he was forty fummersago^ 
land although in that time he has buried thirteen children^ 
he has as numerous a family as can well be provided for 
under ane roof^ befides fome by-blows abroad, which coft 
him no little expenfe and care to maintain. However, 
there is no accounting for love^ efpecially in elderly 
gentlemea. 

One in the Secret* 
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